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REPORT. 



Anotheh year of succeBsful progress having elapsed, tlie Members of the 
Society mny well congratulate themsekes ; — an Aasoriatinn, which, while 
promnting much social advantage by the combination of bo many dosses in 
one pursuit, has made no iiiconsiderahLe contribution to the literary illus- 
Inition of the history and antiquities of the county. 

The Committee, to whom tbe practical manogemrat of the Society has been 
entrusted, feel encouraged, by its continued prosperity, to believe that the 
course they have hitherto adopted has been acceptable to the Members, aod 
that the employment of its funds in the expenses of occasional and general 
mcetiiigs, and in the publication of three volumes of interesting matter has 
been hcnclicial to its interests and its character. 

The Society has, during the year, been increased by a considerable number 
of new members, amounting to 34, and, at this date (Dec. 31, 1350), reckons 
403 members. It is a flattering testimony te its influence to observe that, 
among these, there are many persons wholly unconnected with Sussex, and 
that one of its Essays (on BeUencombre, in vol. Ill), has been translated into 
French, for publication in the ' Revue de Rouen.' 

The accounts for 1850 have been examineil, and it is grati^ng to state 
that, all debts having been dischai^ed, a balance of JE*1. 14*. 3rf, remains in 

le Treasurer's hands, besides the amount of Life Compositions, invested in 
(107. 14*. lOrf. Three per Cent. Consols. 

ACCOUNT OF BECEIPTS AND TATMENTS, 



Receipts. 
« from lHJil 
ir Life SiibscripiLons . 
Annual Subscriptions 
Books Sold . 
latereat on Funded Capital . 
Re-piid, overdrawn, Dec. 27 



)RC. 31, is&o. 

Paymknth. £. >. d. 

6)1 Draft) on Treaiurer . .226 13 8 

' -esUid in 3 per Cent. Consols. 20 

Balance in Trusurer'a hands, 

Dec. 31, ISIJO . . . 41 H 3 



The principal expenditure has been incurred for the printing and illus- 
Rtions oTHhe Society's Third Volume. The other chief items were for 
pclTertisements, £9. Jg.; printing circnlars, £7. IBs. ; excavations at Balmer, 

'. fl«. 6rf. J binding 100 vols., I and II, £4. 0*. id. ; expenses of East- 
and Herstmouceux Meetings, £6. 19«. hd. ; parcels, postage 

mps, Sic,, £4. 17». 10*/. 



J 




Some subscriptions in arreor are also due to the Society ; and there is a 
nonsideTBble stock of its published votumes, the gradual sale of whieh to the 
Public, or at reduced pricts to new Members, fonns nu additional source of 
J, from which £24. 9*. 2d. was receiyed in 1850. 

A General Meeting took plnce, at Eastbourne, on May 20th, at which 
Colonel Elwood presided, where various papers and objects of interest were 



de. I^^l 



Report of the Diacorery of ■ Roman Road Ulely tnced neat Pule Gnte. Bt Mr. Ade. 
Decripiion of the Andent Coitu which hwl been (bund Dear EutbouniB uiit at Pevt 

By Mr. W. Harvey. 
Some p«rtieiil«3 of the Whealeai abounding in the neighbourhood, and the stipulation 

a aupply of them, found in Leases of Land. By Mr. John Dudency. 
''Historical Account of the PrioryafWilmington, and the Church, with numerous Draidngii' 

By Rev. G. M. Cooper. 
A Papal Dispenaition of Leo X, dated June 9, 1516, to permit Thomas Cumbe. Vicar of 

Arundel, to hold another Benefice in plurahty, discovered by the Rev. IL Latham, aa 

fanning the outside cover of the Parish Rcgiiter of nitleworth. 

The Site of the Roman Villa (described in Vol. 11, p. 257,) was examined, 
and the ancient Arched Vault under the Lamb Inn was visited. By the 
kindness of the Bcv. T. Pitman the Church was opened for the inspection of 
the Members, and the details of its architecture pointed out. 

Tlie General Annual Meeting took place at Heratmonceun, on Thursday, 
Jidy 2fith, under the presidency of the Venerable Archdeacon Hare. Although 
it was not so numerously attended as usual, owing to the very unfavourable 
weather, yet, in all other rCBpects, it was highly successful, and matters of 
great interest were brought forward. 

The Members assembled, by permission of H. M. Curtcis, Esq., M.P., at 
Ilerstmonceux Place, where, among the articles exhibited, were; — 
VariouB Original MSS. Documents relating to the Castle. By Rev. E. Venablea. 
GoldCoinsoflhelimeof Henry Vin, found al UerBlmonceus. By Mr. MUler. 
A Monuments Slab of Iron, dated 1591, from a Cottage, where it had been used as a 

Chimney Back. By Sir H. Shiffner. Bart, 
Leaden Bulla of Pope Innocent IV, found near Battel. By Mr. Rush. 
Romm Antiquities, from the Iron Works at Old Land, in Maresfield. By Mr. M.A. Lower. 
Roman Ornamented Rbultc, Glass Bottle, Lamp, &c., found at Weslergate, near .\nindel, 

in the Ganlen of Tliomaa Shiffner, Esq. 
Caningi of Fruit and Floweia, by Griidin Gibbons, from the old Apartments at Heratmon- 

ceui CSBlle. % H. M. Curteis, Esq;, M.P. 
Various Objects of Interest from Rome and Palestine. By Rev. Mr. Towner. 
Roman Pottery, Sepidchral Vases, and Flhulx, found at Bormer, near Lewea. 

The following papers were then read : 
•On Herstmoncem Castle and ita Lords. By Rev. Edmund Venahlas. 
•GUropseB of the Saion Rule in Sussei. By Rev. C. Bohun Smjih. 
•On some Early Wills of Inhshilanis of llerstDioneeui. By Mr. M. A. Lower. 
»0n aome Mund Paintings lately discovered in Stedham Chiurh. By Mr. J. Butler, jun. 
•Observslions on Ihe Saints represented in the Stedham P^nlinp, and on Ihe Legends 
relating to Ibem. By the Rev. L«veson Vernon Harcourt. 
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A Meeting, at wliich several Members attended, also took place on 
October 16th, at Alfriston, which was the meana of introducing fresh matter 
of antiquarian interest. 
Some fine Roiatn Coina were exhibited by Rev. C. Bohun Smyth, who tim kindly accom- 

puied the Members in eiamimng the Church, and eipUined the Legend of S. Alphege, 

whose Figure remuns in the stained glass there. 
An ancient Spear Head found near Battle, a British Urn dug up U Dean's Place, and 

Dravringa of the Saxon Coioi found at Milton, were eiihiliiled hf Ktr. C. Adc. 
*Mr. M. A. Lower read an account of the Star Ipn, where the Meeting noa held, and its 

curious external Carvings. 
*Mr. filaauw read aereral Extracts from the Apsle; MSS. belonging to Mm. Mahbelt, 

including original Letters of the Princess Eliubelh, Queen of Bahemia, and olhen, 

relating to the Civil War in Sussex, being a Letter from the Rev. Thomas Sharpe, of 

Beckl}', and a Narrative of the capture of Arundel bj the RoyaUsta. 
'Mr. Blaauw also exhibited some Drawings of Street Place, by Miss Filillugh, and 

described the Latin Inscriptions of the panelled room there. 

The most interesting incident during the year 1S50, has been the tenancy 
inf the Keep and Gateway of Lewes Castle, by the Society. By the libenJ 
ooncurrence of the joint landlords {the Earb of Abergavenny, De la Warr, 
and Amherst), the opportunity offered itself, and the Committee thought that 
they should best consult the interests of the Society, by occupying, on 
reasonable terms, a building, which, though not of eminent architectural 
beanty, was of much historical importance, and the ruins of which, from the 
beauty of their position and the eitensive view commanded &om them, have 
never ceased to be an object of popular resort. Its central situation in the 
county recommends it as wcO adapted for the deposit of such books and 
HTctuGological remains as may be collected ; and the ready simction of the 
General Annual Meeting, at Herstraonceux, was, on the motion of the Dean 
of Chichester, seconded hy the Earl of Chichester, imanimously given to tliis 
arrangement. The rent agreed upon is £32. a year; but tlic Committee 
hare thought it advisable, while members should have free admission, to 
impose a trilling charge upon other parties, and it is confidently citpected 
that the proceeds from this source will cover the expenses of the rent and of 
the neceasaiy superiatentlence. 

Some considerable repairs were immediately necessary, to lit up one tower 
for the residence of the worder, but the expenses of these works will be met 
by the sale of materials on the demolition of the several modem buildings, 
comprising stables, a school-room, and a lai^ wareliouse, all greatly out of 
repair, now clustered round the ancient gateway of the castle, which will resume 
much more of its fonncr dignity by their removal. 
Lbwes; Dec. 31, lUbO. 

Notice. — ITre General Annual MMing tcitl take place at Sleyiiinif, on 

Thiiriday, Jtigtitt 7, 1S51. 
This Volume ii disirihuied free to Membera. The price to the Public will be \U. ; but 
to new Mcmbcni hereafter joining the Sodely the price will be It., and fur ibeoi also will 
be reserved the few remaimng copies of prerinus Volumei, of the Second at 7i. bd., of the 
Third at &*.. for wiiich applications may he made to Mr. W. Hajivxv, Local Secrelarv, 
No. 3, CUfft, Lew. 



The thuilu of the Society ire apecully iloe to luioiu Gentlemen, for numj of the 
lllustrationi of this prexeni lolumei to Mr. Batler, for > liberal Cantrihution tow&rdi the 
silditiamJ eipeiue of colouring the Lilhographa of Sledhun Church ; to the Rev. G. M. 
Cooppr, for Ihe Woodcuts of the Yew Tree uut ■ Window at Wilmington j to the Rev. 
J. L. Petit, for the Views of the Great GUeway and of the Church of Herstmonceux, alio 
for the Woodcuts of two Capitals, the Font, the Aumbrye, and the Niebe, in HeratmonceoiL 
Church ; to Hev. Edmund Venablin, for the two WoodcuU of the Restored View of 
HerBlmonceuj! Ceatle, wid the Dacre Monument ; to Rev. S.D.Wilde, forWoodcuta of the 
small Tomb and the Pulpit Carvingi of Fletching Church. 

Numerous presents of Books hare been also received, a list of which is subjoined ; and 
the Sodety has had great pleasure in establishing a friendly interchuige of Puhlicalions 
with the following Societies, which are pursuing the same ArehKMilugical objects in various 
parts of the Country, vii.— Norwich and Norfolk Archmologicsl Society; Newaullc 
Antiquarian Society! Cambridge Anliquarvui Society; Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire i Kilkenny Archleological Society ; Architectural Society of the Archdeaconry of 
Nortliampton 1 Society des Antiquiures dc Normandie k Caen; Architectural, Archico- 
logical, and lliitoiical Society of Cheshire; and the Somerselsbire ArchKological ~ ' 
Natural History Society. 



Bookt presenffd io the Society. 



Aubrev's Natural History of Wiltihu^ ; Junius Elucidated; Wells CathedroL By John 
liritton. Esq. 

Cuttings from the Gentleman's Magaiune, relating to Sussex. Folio. By Chulcs Bridger, Esq. 

The Shirley Brolhen. Ho. By E. P. Shirley, Esq. 

Proceedings of ArchKolopcal Institute at Winchester ; Map of British and Roman York- 
shire. By the Archsological Institute. 

Journal of British ArohaMlogical Association, Vols. IV, V, VI ; Catalogue of Antiquities 
at Chester Meeting. By the Association. 

Monumental Brasses and Slabs. By Rev. C. Boutell. 

Sepulcbra Exi>osita. By Hon. R. C. Neville. 

CininiiuDi hy Messrs. Buckman and Newniarsh. By W. M. Blaauw, Esq, 

Halliwell's Connectiou of Wales with Early Sdeiice of England ; Introduction (o Shake- 
spcre'i Midsummer Night's Dream ; Catalogue of Codes Uolbrookianas ; Rara Malhe- 
matica; Cambridge MS. Rarities; The Castle of Love. By J. 0. UalliweU, Esq., 
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Misereres in E»eier CathediaJ- By Rev. J. W. llewett. 

Mem<ureB de U Sodety d'Emulation d'Abbeville, tS44.1S4B. By the Society, 

Antiquihis Celtiques. By M. Boucher de Perthes. 

Aichieologia Allans, 8 Pans; Pipe Rolls. By Newcastle Antiq. Society. 

King Alfred's Will ; Elslob's St. Gregory's Day ; £llnc's Epistle, ad cleroi ; Paternoster 

aiid Te Deum. By Rev. C. B. Smyth. 
Collectanea Antiqua. 6 Parts ; Lettres lur la communicotioD entre lei deux Bretagnes. Par 

M. de IServiUB. By C. Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A. 
Echyugham of Echyngham. By Spencer Hall, Esq. 
Proceedings of Numismatic Society. By the SociWy. 
Magni RotuU Scaccarii Normannite. By M. Leopold Delislc. 
BuUetin de ta Societe des Antiqu«res de Picardie, 1847 By Ihe Society. 
Notice Biographiquc sur Lanfranc; by Professor Chsrma. Elrctat souterrain; Cxmitiere 

Koinun ; FoiuUes de Londrinieres ; De Neuville; Du Chnleau Gaillard. &c. By 

M. I' Abbe Cochet. 
Norfolk Archeology. Vols. 1, II. and Parts 1 and 2 of III. By the Norwich Society. 
Chester ArclueologicBl Society's Journal. By the Society. 
Transactions of Kilkenny Arcbffioli^cal Society. By the Sodety. 
Proceedings of Lancashire and Chediire Historic Society. Vol II, Parts 1 and 2. By the 

Proceedings of Somersetshire Archicological Soddy. By the Sodety. 
Treasure Trove in Northumberland. By John Fenwick,'Esq. 
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SUBSKX AHCHJiOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

to the ClvU or EcdesiMtlnl 
,. , ^ _ ., within the Connty, «nd for 

this pnrpoBc the Society invite communieatioaa on sacb sabjects, opeci&lljr from thou 
Noblemen tind Gentlemea whn posMsa eit&tei within the County, and who bmj mHtnially 
aaiist the compldion of the Couotf Hiitory, now very imperrect, hy the loan of Ancient 
Documents relnting to Eatatea, Mnnora, Wills, or Pedigreea, sad of any object generally 
conneclfd idCh thr Ancient Hiatory of Siuiex. 

The Society irill collect Mannictipts and Booki, Drawings and Prints, Coins and Seali, 
or Copies thereof, Rubbings of Braasea, Deacriptive Noticea and Plans of Churches, 
Caatles, Manaions, or other Buildings of antiquarian InUreat; such Collection to be 
presened and made avaiUble for the porposes of the Society, by publication or otherwise. 



3. That the Sodety shall coaaist of Members aud Astaelatea. 

3. Tbat candidates for admission be proposed and seconded by two Members oF the 
Society, and elected at any Meeting of the Committee, or at a General Meetiug. One 
black bBll In five to exclude. 

4. That the Annoal Subscription of Ten Shillinga shall become due on the 1st day of 
January, or £b be paid lu lieu thereof, as a compoaition for life. Subscriptions to be paid 
■t the Lewes Old Bank, or by Post-office order, to TaouAB Dicseb, Esq., Treasurer, 
Lewea Old Bank, or to any of the Local Secretarica. 

6. That Members of either Houae of Parliament shall, on becoming Members of the 
Society, be placed on the Ust of Vice -Pre side ota, and also such other persons ai the 
Society may determine. 

6. That the affaira of the Society be conducted by a Committee of Managcmeat, to 
consist of a Patron, a President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, a Treasurer, and not leas 

m twelve other members, who shall be chosen at the Gcnersl Annual Meeting ; three 
imbers of such Committee to form a Quorum. 

7. That at every Meeting of the Society, or of the Committee, the resolutionB of the 
majority present shall be binding, though all persona eatitlcd to vote be not present. 

8. Tbat a General Meeting of the Society be held annually, in July or August, as may 
be appointed by the Committee, at some plnce rendered interesting by Its Antiquities or 
Klslarlcal Associations, in the Eastern and Western Divisions of thr County iltemataly ; 
such General Meeting to have power to make such alterations In the Rules aa a m^ority 
may determine, on notice thereof being one month previously given to the Committee. 

9. That a Specinl General Meeting may be sommoned by the Secretaries on the 

Presidents, specifying the subject to be brought forward for decision at such Meeting, and 
sacb subject only to he then considered. 

10. That the Committee have power to admit without ballot, on the nominotioo of two 
members, any Lady <wbo may be dcairous of becoming a Member of tha Society. 

11. That the Committee have power to elect as an Associate of the Society, aoy person 
whose local office may enable him to promote the objects of the Society— such Associate 
not to pay any Subscription, nor to have (he right of voting la the aSalrs of the Society, 
and to bcsubjeet to rc-electlou annually. 

12. Tuat the Committee be empowered to appoint any Member Locni Scrrtlary for the 
touu or district V, here he may reside, in order to facilitate the collection of accurate informa- 
tion as to objects of local interest, and that such Local Secretaries be ei-<ifficio Members 
of the Committee. 

la. That Meetings for the purpose of reading papers, the eihlbltion of aotiqultiea, or 
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[ THE MURAL PAINTINGS RECENTLY DISCOVERED 
IN STEDHAM CHURCH. 

BY THE REV. LEVESON VERNON HAECOUHT. 



To coufine oiir attention to the aesthetic department of 
I Archseology, and to be content with au uninteUigent gazing 
I upon works of ntedireval art, or at least to have no other 
appreciation of ttieir value except as works oi' art, woidd be 
to degrade the science from its true dignity, and to strip it of 
all its historical and tutelleetual utility. The discovery of 
truth is the proper employment of the human understanding 
within the range assigned to its faculties, and some portions 
of it will generally reward the search of those who look for 
them, even in tlie deep well of fable or legend, in wliich they 
lie concealed. I hope to illustrate this proposition by an 
examination of the frescoes which have recently been dis- 
covered in pulhng down the church of Stedhaiu, and which 
have been laithfully depicted, so far as the whitewash that 
covered them could be removed, by Mr. Butler, a son of the 
architect to whom the rebuilding of the church was confided, 
the artist having skilfully copied all that the most practised 
eye could discover. The colour in some |»arts is so faint, 
that it is extremely difficult to interpret all the design ; but 
there are four panels sufficiently intelligible, on whicli I have 
to offijr B few remarks. 

Of these subjects, St. George, who occupies the upper 
part of the centre on the south wall, has the first claim for 
consideration, both because he is the patron saint of England, 
^and because be fumishe.8 some evidence of the date to which 
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the paintings are to be ascribed. They are not coeval with 
the building of the walls ; for they have not that depth and 
full possession of the plaster, which colours obtain if they are 
laid on while it is fresh and moist ; strictly speaking, there- 
fore, they are not frescoes, though, for want of a better, it is 
a convenient term to designate all those paintings in distemper 
wliich Ciraabuc and Giotto introduced with so much success 
into Western Europe. The original architecture of the church 
appears to have been Nonuan, or rather, perhaps, Saxon ; for 
the extreme narrowness and scarcity of the windows seem to 
indicate a darker age, and the name of the place is thoroughly 
Sason, being composed of two Anglo-Saxou words, which, 
being translated, exactly correspond to the English word, 
'homestead'; so little light, indeed, could have been admitted 
tlirough such crevices, that tlie prayers and exhortations must 
either have been delivered extempore, or recited from memory; 
but when the first pointed style of architecture was introduced, 
the inconvenience was felt to be so great, that two openings 
were made in the south wall, and a double lancet was intro- 
duced on each side of the original light, if that can be called 
a light which scarcely admitted any ; though towards the end 
of the tliirteenth century, probably, one of them was replaced 
by a double trefoil-headed window ; at the same time, or 
perhaps somewhat later, the same want of hght being still 
felt, another two-light window was inserted close by the side 
of the early English one ; but all the alterations were made 
before the paintings were added. They then nearly covered 
the north side, which was only pierced by the narrow Saxon 
windows, till some ruthless churchwarden — perliaps the same 
who built the tower in 1670, broke through the picture of 
the Last Judgment, in order to insert a flat-headed three-light 
window. None of the figures wear the flowing drapery which 
we see in the productions of the Italian painters ; their dresses 
have, for the moat part, that matter-of-fact formality which 
might be expected from native artists, among whom the 
revived art would not make its way, especially in a small 
church of an obscure village, till after the lapse of many 
years ; and the florid character of the architectural ornaments 
must be referred to a late period of the Decorated style, about 
the middle of the fourteenth century. Now this date coin- 
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cides very well witli the evidence furnished by the design of 
St. George ; for it may be observed that his combat with the 
dragon is not represented according to the conventional form 
given to it in the Order of the Garter, and adopted by the 
knights of St. George in Russia, Uurgundy, and Rome — one 
difference is, that in all the other instances, the dragon is 
entirely below the horse, and the spear is wielded either by 
the left hand only, or by both, but here the head of the 
dragon is in advance of the horse, and the lance is in the 
right hand of the rider ; but fnrther he is less fiUly armed 
than he is represented in all the pictures with wliich I am 
acquainted, with slight armour on his arms and knees; he 
wears a vest of white cloth, bearing a red cross, something 
like the badge worn by the canons of the Penitence of 
Martyrs, which, bating the anachronism, would not mis- 
become St. George, as I propose to show. But it is very 
remarkable, that a small black cross lies under the red cross, 
forming a star upon the back, which is more distinctly repre- 
sented on a banner suspended in the background, and of 
which the rays to a certain point are inclosed within a circle 
like the garter. Now the bearings of those knights is thus 
described by heralds : on the left breast of tlie riding habit 
they wear a star of eight points, having in the centre the 
arms of the Order ; argent, a cross gules, within a garter. 

This fresco, therefore, must have been painted after the 
institution of the Order, which is supposed — though the exact 
date is uncertain — to have taken place about the year 1350. 
It must be remembered, that the George was not appended 
to the collar till the reign of Henry VIII. It is stated, in- 
deed, by Polydore Vergil (1. 19, p. 372), that when Edward III 
had chosen him to preside over his army, he assigned to 
him, armed and seated on a horse, a white shield bearing a 
red cross — but there is not a word about the dragon ; and 
it is evident that the artist, though loyally admitting the 
martyr's newly instituted honours, was not accustomed to 
regard him aa a great chevalier, ready to do battle against 
monsters, and tliat he was wholly unacquainted with the 
deeds of the saint, which Jacobus dc Voragine had been 
recording, not long before, in the Golden Legend. 
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Christian warrior in the cause of truth. He had long been 
honoured hi this country as an eminent martyr. Dr. Hcylin 
mentions a canon of a synod at Oxford in 1222, which 
ordered a pecuhar service to be celebrated by all parochial 
priests on St. George's day, the 23d of April ; and that no 
servile work shall be done upon it. Mr. Pegge (Archa!ologia, 
vol. v), enumerates several priories and churches that had been 
previously dedicated to this saint, and the churches bearing 
his name in Southwark and at Canterbury are said to have 
been founded before the Norman invasion ; at Thetford 
(Tanner's Not. ; Blomfield's Norfolk) a church of St. George 
was granted by Canute to the abbot of Bury, who added to it 
a monastery for regular canons, perhaps of the order of the 
Penitence of Martyrs. If it be asked, what induced Edward 
to knight the saint, a satisfactory reason may be foimd in a 
passage of Bede's Ephcmcris, which, after mentioning other 
saints, to whom the 23d day of April was assigned, concludes 
with this couplet : 

" Hac ctiam invicto muudum qui sanguine tcmnis 
lafinita refers Georgi eonctc tropliEca." 

" On thia tlay, too, St. George, whose blood throws scorn 
Upon this world, what trophies hast thou home !" 

Where it is plain that the victory to which it alludes is the 
victory of faith displayed in martyrdom ; and his ordinary 
titles in the Menologia, or breviaries, were Trophy-bearer and 
Champion. This character might easily suggest the mounting 
him on horseback ; but the first writer who mentions any 
equestrian figure of him is Nicephorus Gregoraa, who was 
contemporary with Edward III. His glory is thus summed 
up by Heylin ; 

" Hia name is commemorated in the martyrologies of Rome 
and Greece ; his reliques reverenced in Spain, Constantinople, 
France, and Germany ; temples are erected to his honoiu" in 
Rome, Thrace, Romula, Diospolis, Alexandria, Cairo, and 
Ethiopia, and in other places by prelates, popes, and 
emperors ; temples in Asia, Europe, and Africa ; in the prin- 
cipal cities of the east and west and southern pari^ of the 
whole world." 
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^M It is worthy of notice, too, that so early as the sixth 
^P century, the emperor Justinian is said by Procopius to have 
dedicated a church to him in Armenia. But, although in all 
these instances he was venerated only as a martyr, and there 
is uo written evidence of his having been previously mounted on 
ahorse, yet it is remarkable that the Prioryof Greseley, in Derby* 
Bhire, dedicated to St. Mary and St. George, had a seal, about 
the time of Eichard, bearing an equestrian figure of the saint ; 
and Richard is said to have been inspired by St. George to 
institute that order of knighthood which Edward III really 
founded, as his statutes express it, " to the honoiu* of Almighty 
God, St. Mary the glorious Virgin, and St. George the Martyr. ' 
In the year 1344, in imitation of Justinian, he dedicated the 
chapel of Windsor to our saint. In 1349, at the battle of 
Calais, he publicly invoked St. George, but not alone, nor yet 
combined with any military saint, like St. Maiuice or 
St. Sebastian, but with the unwarlike Edward the Confessor. 
Though thus accepted as a saint, yet the character of St. 
George has been blamed by high authorities. Gibbon (Decline 
and Fall, ii, 404) says, that "each moment of his episcopal 
reign at Alexandria was polluted by cruelty and avarice;" 
MUncr (Ch. Hist., ii, 131} says, that "he distinguished him- 
self as the persecutor of the people of God ; ' and Pope 
Gelasius I, in the synod of Eome, in 494, 9peci6es the mar- 
tyrdom of St. Gcoi^e among the writings which were not 
(diowed to be read in the Roman church, that no occasion of 
scandal might arise, because it was said to have been written 
by heretics. The question, then, naturally occurs, if this be 
so, how came he to be admitted among the saints ? How 
came Andreas Cretensis, in the sixth century, to commend so 
highly his wisdom, his integrity, and his flagrant zeal against 
impiety ? Or how came our own Chaucer to exhort the 
knights who had just been instituted to do him service and 
knightly obeisance, thus, " For Christes cause is his, well 
knowen ye?" An examination of the real circumstances of 
his martyrdom wdl, I think, solve this enigma. We have the 
evidence of two contemporary writers, whose testimony is the 
more impartial, because they were not Christians, Ammianus 
^B Marcellinus and the Emi)eror Julian. The former tells us that 
^B " George the bishop had made himself extremely unimpular. 
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not only by turning coinnion informer in order to ingratiate 
himself with the Emperor Constantius, but also by representing 
to him, ' that tiit; public buildings, which had been constructed 
by Alexander at the public expense, ought to pay a tax to the 
revenue.' Now those public buildings were doubtless the 
heathen temples ; but the immediate cause of his death was 
a greater exuberance of zeal ; for when he returned from exile, 
by the favour of Constantius, in passing through the heathen 
temple, he lifted up his eyes upon its stately walls, and said, 
' how long shall this sepulchre stand?' which was understood 
to be a threat of its destruction ; and two of his attendant 
])riests were murdered too, one because he had overthrown an 
altiir recently erected at the mint, and the other because he 
had cut off the hair of some boys, under the idea that it 
ministered to superstition. They were all slain with brutal 
cruelty, and their dead bodies were exposed in the streets on 
the backs of camels, then burned on the shore, and their ashes 
were thrown into the sea, lest they should be collected and 
venerated as the ashes of martyrs, and honoured with shrines." 
{Anim. Marc, I. 22, c. iv). Before we proceed to the testi- 
mony of Julian, let us see how Sozomene represents the 
previous conduct of George. He says, " that the Gentiles had 
greater and more motives of hatred towards hira than the 
Athauasians, who were accused of instigating his murder, 
especially on account of injuries ofTered to their images and 
temples, and his prohibitions of their sacrifices and native 
rites : moreover, there had been a quarrel about a place called 
Mithrias, a waste place, which Constantius had given to the 
church. George, on clearing it away, in order to build a 
house of prayer, discovered a sanctuary containing some 
images and apparatus used in the mysteries and initiations 
practised there, which, appearing to the Christians to be 
ridiculous, were jiaradcd by them through the town in scorn 
of the heathen, who then assembled and attacked them with 
swords and stones, and other weapons, and some were crucified, 
and they were obliged to abandon their undertaking, and the 
bishop was obliged to fly from the country." (Hist. Eccl., 
I.v, c. ?,) After his return Constantius died, and Julian 
succeeded to the imperial throne, whose known hatred of 
Christianity cncom-aged its heathen inhabitants to take their 
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M- revenge for the indignities offered to their false religion, and 
for every effort to subvert it ; the emperor, in truth, was not 
much displeased, and contented himself with sending this niild 
rebuke, as the only punishment of the barbarous crime which 
they had committed : " You will say it was because he exas- 
perated Constantius against you, and because he introduced 
an army into your holy city, and the Egyptian commander, 
fearing him inore than Constantius, took possession of the 
most sacred temple (of Serapis), plundering from thence the 
image, and offerings, and furniture ; and when you resented 
it, and tried to defend the god, or rather the property of the 
god, he sent his soldiers against you. Unjustly, illegally, and 
impiously, in your rage against George, the enemy of the gods 
on these accounts, you have detiled the holy city again with 
blood, when you might have sent him before the tribunals ; 
granted that lie deserved to suffer such things, and, I might 
add, worse and severer punishments, yet not from you," &c. 

These contemporary accounts of the saint's death suf- 
ficiently coincide with the statement of bis later panegyrists, 
that he brought it upon himself by his hostility to heathen 
superstition. 

The fiction of the pestiferous dragon, which St. George 
encountered and dragged into the city by the princess's 
girdle, ia easily explained, the girdle being the girdle of truth, 
and the monster false rehgion, in the form of Serapis, which 
is described by Macrobius as a three-headed animal, bound up 
in the folds of a dragon. (Bochart Hier., I. ii, c. 34.) In the 
church of St. Francis d'Assisi, Cimabue has painted Michael, 
like St. George, thrusting his lance into the mouth of the 
dragon ; for the saint is not necessarily mounted on horse- 
back, though that was the device which suited the Crusaders 
best. Out of six representations of him mentioned by Hiisen- 
beth (Emblems of S. S., p. Gl), only two are equestrian ; and 
if the archangel were deprived of his proper attributes, the 
wings, it would be impossible to distinguish the one from the 
■ other. From these data we may conclude that the victory of 
H St. George, depicted on the walls of Stedham Church, was a 
H victory over the enemies of Christianity, nor is it (Ufficult to 
^m conjecture, with tolerable accuracy, the date of its execution ; 
B for an ancient manuscript informs us, that in the year 1368 
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certain persons in the West Street of Chichester (Westrata, 
Cicestrie), who proposed to form a fraternity or giiild, being 
impelled by the highest devotion towards that saint, the pro- 
teCtar and patron of England, placed an image of him for his 
hoDotir in the church of Chichester. (Selden's Titles of Honour, 
p. 672.) It is probable, therefore, that about the same time, 
or certainly not long after, it would become the fashion to 
imitate, in the neighbouring parish churches, the example 
thus set in the cathedral city. 

The drawing which has the next claim upon our attention 
is the representation of St. Ursula, on the north wall, for she. 
too, is a British saint, though Mrs. Jameson has most un- 
patriotically disowned her, in her work on Sacred and Legen- 
dary Art, by following the German version of her story, on 
the authority of Antonius and Jacobus Philippusj and this, 
too, although she had before her, and refers to, Junius, who 
tells a very different story, which he professes to have extracted 
from very ancient manuscripts, and which is less extravagant 
than the legend which she has adopted. 

At the end of the sixth century, Cyriacus, patriarch of 
Constantinople, is said to have rebaptised, at Rome, Conan, 
to whom Ursula was betrothed, although he had been already 
baptised before he began his journey, at the request of Ursula. 
Conan is said to have given orders to all his vassals in his 
kingdom of IVance, and in Scotland, and in the province of 
Cornwall, to send 11,000 virgins to Ins coiut. Now this is a 
combination which could not have occurred before the four- 
teenth century, thereby marking the date of the legend. 
Discarding, therefore, this legend, let us turn to the account 
of Surius. " When all the ends of the earth," says he, " were 
converted to Christianity, and not any comer of the ocean hid 
itself from the warmth of faith, Deonatus a most religious 
king reigned in part of Britain ; his daughter Ursula was a 
paragon of beauty, learning, and piety ; and her fame had 
spread to such distant lands, that a barbarian king of great 
wealth and power sent ambassadors to demand her hand in 
marriage for liis son, with abundance of promises and threats, 
but she had vowed to dc<iicate herself to Christ, and to 
receive no other s|jousc ; her father, therefore, was much 
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distressed ; but was finally relieved from his perplexity by 
a vision which she related to hiiu. It was revealed to her, 
that she was to give an apparent consent upon very singular 
terms ; ten noble virgins were to be selected for her com- 
panions, and each of them, as well as herself, was to be 
provided with a thousand virgin attendants, and eleven ships 
were to be built for them, in which they were to practise the 
art of navigation for three years before she repaired to her 
suitor's court, as il" to fulfil her contract." This is a proposal, 
which could only have been imagined for an insular, and 
consequently a seafaring people ; and accordingly, having 
employed that interval of preparation in training up her 
female crews, not only to a perfect knowledge of nautical 
mauffiuvres, but also to the more important knowledge of 
faith in Christ ; and having persuaded them to take upon 
themselves the same vows of perpetual chastity, she sailed 
with a favourable wind to a harbour on the coast of Gaul, 
called Tile, probably Tcil on the Waal ; and having passed 
the night there, and laid in a stock of provisions, they took 
to then: oars and proceeded up the river to Cologne. 

In order to give some sort of consistency to the legend, two 
things must and may reasonably be taken for granted ; first, 
that when each of these ladies is said to have had a thousand 
attendants, we are only to understand that they were nu- 
merous, a definite number being taken indefinitely, of which 
we have many examples in Scripture ; and secondly, that the 
barbarian prince was a cliieftain of one of the powerful tribes, 
which were then ovcrrunnuig Germany, for the ambassadors 
made a long journey to reach Britain (emenso grandi 

I itinere), which would not be true if they only crossed the 
ihannel. 
Ursula landed at Cologne, and in the night a man of 

' angelic glory appeared to her, and promised her a safe conduct 
to Rome to perform her vows there, and a safe conduct back 
to Cologne, and then a crown of martyrdom for her and all 
her train ; this being communicated to the rest, they sailed to 
Basle, and from thence went overland to Rome, where they 
visited the sacred shrines, and prayed, and then returned by 

I the same route, prepared to meet their fate, though they knew 
Bot how, for, remembering the friendly reception which they 
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liad met with at Cologne, they landed there on their arrival 
without any hesitation -, but it so happened that the towu at 
that time was beseiged by the Huns, who iuimediately fell 
upon them and slew them. Ursula herself, refusing to become 
the wife of the general, was shot by an arrow, which in many 
of her pictures she holds in her hand. 

Whatever historical truth there may be in this legend, 
there is none in its chronology ; for it goes on to say, that 
this iiithless slaughter was punished by a sudden panic, 
which scattered the Huns, and drove them away from the 
beleaguered city ; and the inhabitants rejoicing iu their 
unexpected deUverance poured forth their thanksgivings, not so 
much to God as to the martyrs. When, however, the Huns 
imder Attila attacked Cologne in 451, tliey took it, and 
destroyed it ; they have been confounded, therefore, with 
some other tribe, and the date must be earlier. We know 
that the city was threatened by the Franks under Marcomir 
in 388, and possibly may have had several similar alarms 
i'rom those roving hordes during thirty years afterwards ; and 
that would give a date to the transactions sufficiently in ac- 
cordance with history. In one point, however, the legend has 
an advantage over history, supposing it to be thus interpreted, 
and explains reasonably enough, why Ursula is said to have 
had a prosperous voyage in ascending the Rhine in search of 
her affianced lord, with whom she, nevertheless, knew that she 
never was to be united, Our British historians carry her 
tliere against her will, by error or by accident ; the names, 
however, of her father and her suitor are the same names 
which are given by the Cologne legend, and are ascertained 
beyond a doubt to be British. 

There is one great advantage in accepting the account of 
the British historians — they furnish a very fair explanation of 
a mystery which has nmch perplexed both writers and artists 
— the prodigious troop of virgins in the train of Ursula. They 
cannot be reduced to one under the name of Uudecimilla — 
signifying eleven thousand; for the legend mentions the 
names of several, but Undecimilla is not among them. Nor 
can they be reduced to eleven by taking the Latin numeral M 
for martyrs instead of thousands ; for the number is men- 
tioned as a fact, before any of thcin were martyred. But 
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I take the account of Polydore Vergil, and the difficulty vanishes 
at once. He says that " Conan, a British chieftain, having 
obtained the supreme power in Armorica by means of his 
British amiy, expelled the Gauls, and introduced everywhere 
British inhabitants ; and that he might preserve the British 
blood pure, he would not allow his soldiers to marry the 
natives, but sent for wives for them out of Britain ; so that a 
large number of virgins emigrated there, and at one time 
1 1 ,000 of ei/Aer sex perished, jjartly by shipwreck, and partly 
by violence, being killed by barbarians when they landed ; 
and among them one was said to be St. Ursula, tlie daughter 
of Dionotus, prince (Regulus) of Cornwall, she having been 
betrothed to Conan." (Hist. 1. 3, p. 60). 

In this narrative all mention of Cologne is omitted ; but 

the tradition related by Usher, which greatly augments the 

number, at the same time fills up the blank. He says that 

the whole emigration consisted of 30,000 soldiers and 100,000 

' others, and that, of their destined brides, St. Ursula and 

111,000 noble and 00,000 plebeian virgins, some mistaking 

"theu- way landed at Cologne, and were murdered by the 

Huus. (Ant. Brit. 107). Fabian recites the same particulars 

(Chron. p. 51) with little variation. 

Another historian of the 14th ceutary, Hardmg, after going 
I over the same ground, adds these rude rhymes ; 

" Thia Diimotc custoa was of Britain ; 
His tlnuglitcr was with those virginii thcu forth sent, 
lu Thamis 'shipped and cast in Aimayn, 
By tempest great, their shippes all to rent, 
Many of thum were dead, awl many Bptnit 
* lu aicknesB, frayed in storma aud aora tempest, 
That full fain they there would have had their rest. 
Gwames was then king of Houndeland, 
And Malga king of Faynima hatous, 
In whose landes they arrived, I nnderstaud. 
Unto them then they were full odious, 
Passing IreM and full maliejous ; 
And for that they would not be devirginate, 
They slew them all through crueltj- and hate." 

Harding'! Chron. 104; see also flosfc«'» ClroB. 450. 

That the Christian princes thus constantly associated with the 
/ of St. Ursula had a real, and not merely an imaginary 
istence, m Milton rasldy surmised, we may infer from col- 



12 MORAL PAINTINGS 

lateral evidence. Buchaoan, in his ' History of Scotland,' 
relates how a British prince, Dionethiis (which is a version of 
the same name, evidently not copied from Enghsh sources) 
fought, in conjunction with two Scotch chiefs, against the 
Romans, under Maximian, and was wounded in the battle in 
which they were slain, but escaped and returned into his own 
country ; and he mentions Conan as having complained in 
a British council that all their youth were sent abroad. (Histor. 
Rex Scot. 1. 5. c. 5 & 11). It appears, therefore, that both of 
them were hostile to the Roman government ; and in what 
way Conan became possessed of the supreme authority in 
that part of France which was then called, not Brittany but 
Amiorica, wc Icara from a veiy accurate and trustworthy 
French author, whose statement coincides very much with 
that of our own historians. 

In ' L'Art de verifier les Dates,' we find, that in 3S4, 
Maximus being in Britain, transported into Ai'morica the 
third part of the British youth, not to punish them, but to 
reward them for their military exploits under his conunand. 
Tliese, added to the other British fugitives who had expatri- 
ated themselves during the preceding century, in consequence 
of the invasion of the Saxons, made themselves masters of the 
country ; and it was probably at that time, or a little after, 
that Amiorica took the name of Bretagne. The Britons 
founded there a state almost monarchical on the ruins of the 
republican government which they found there. Conan, 
sumamed Meriadec, prince of Albania, as part of Scotland was 
then called, was chosen to be their prince in 409, when they 
found themselves abandoned to the barbarians by the Romans. 
He was a very zealous Christian, and founded the bishoprics 
of Dol, Vannes, and Quimpcr, in concert with Grallin, tlie 
carl of Cornwall. (V. ii. 890). 

These testimonies are sufheient to show why the story of 
Ursula was popular in England. She was an eminent Chris- 
tian lady ; but in order to represent it ou the walls of a 
church, it was necessary to adopt the legend which was then 
in vogue, and perhaps read in churches. But though she was 
considered a saint, she is not at Stedham represented as a 
mai-tyr. She does not, as in later pictures, wear the crown 
of martyrdom, nor does she bear in her hand the arrow which 
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^^»as the instmment of her death. The point of time selected 
Hby the artist is tliat, when she saw the vision which directed 
^ her to proceed to Rome and there receive the sacrament of 
the body and blood of Christ, previous to the death which 
awaited her on her return. These directions are intimated 
by emblems connected with the figure of our Lord, on 
whose body the five stigmata are sufficiently conspicuous. 
The two-wheeled car on which he stands signifies a long 
jomTiey overland, being connected with the feet of Ursula ; 
and amidst the triple glory which encompasses his head, the 
sacramental symbols, the chalice and the patine, are intro- 
duced, and two or three of the longer rays seem intended 
for javelins or arrows. Perhaps, too, eternal life is in the 
balance, and is supposed to determine her choice in weighing 
the cost of the undertaking. Her long golden tresses are 
characteristic of her, and the ermined robe marks her rank. 
The small figures sheltered beneath her mantle have been 
mistaken for children by those who either reject or were 
ignorant of the legend, and therefore she is absurdly reckoned 
the patroness of children ; but it is merely the device of the 
artist, usual in England aa elsewhere, to represent the attend- 
ant virgins under her protection. 

ITie thu-d design which occupies the middle compartment 
of the north wall, is oue that is very common in church 
frescoes, and probably owes its popidarity in this country to 
the same cause as the stoiy of St. George, that is to say, it 
was imported by the Crusaders from the East ; for St. Chris- 
topher is a Saint of the Greek as well as of the Latin Church, 
as indeed his name imports, and there he was called the 
great martyr, meaning thereby one of those whom Radowitz 
calls " Nothhelfcr," or the great auxiliators of mankind ; but 
this being misimdcrstood by the western legend-wi-iters, 
they turned him iuto a giant : one makes him twelve feet in 
height, another twelve cubits, and another declares that a 
perfect foot of the Saint was exported into Bosnia from 
Byzantium, when it was taken by tlio Turks, of such magni- 
tude that it reaches from the heel of an ortlinary man up to 
^^lis armpit, which would give hira a height of about twenty- 
Htoven feet. It is not diificult to discern a reason for the 
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ready awcptancc of this nionstroiis legend by the early 
artists of Europe, which was then inhabited by a manly mili- 
tary race of men, not much civilised, and valuing nothing so 
much as bodily strength. In their churches therefore they 
preferred seeing the infant Jesus mounted on the shoulders of 
a giant rather than tn the arms of his mother. A Latin 
couplet, nppended to the pictures, assured the spectator that 
whoever looked on the form of St. Christopher was safe on 
that day from any violent death. 

" Christophori sancti apeciem quieunque tuetur 
DIA nempe die uon morte mala inorietur." 

And another couplet, highly extcUing his virtues, adds, 

" Qui tu mane vidct, noctumo tempore ridet." 
Delightful shall the evening lie 
To him who early looks ol tliec. 

In order to enjoy the benefits of this talisman, it wa-s a 
common practice to exhibit the wonder-working saint on the 
outside of sacred edifices as well as in the interior. lie is 
said to have converted to Christianity, according to some 
writers, 18,000, according to others 48,000 heathens in 
Lycia, where he suffered martyrdom ; and more particularly 
two different bands of soldiers, each consisting of 200, who 
were sent by the Prastor Dagnus to bring him away by force, 
but who returned quoting Scripture, and prepared to die with 
him, and also two women, Niceta and Aquilina, who were 
sent, like the women of Moab, to seduce him from his alle- 
giance to Christ, but were reclaimed by his pious instructions, 
and courageously encountered cruel deaths in defence of their 
faith. As there are probably many persons who are quite 
uiiacquamted with the legend, it is neccssarj' to recite so much 
of it as belongs to the explanation of the picture. A heathen, 
whose name by a clumsy fiction is represented to liave been 
Offero, but more appropriately, by a various reading, Reprobus, 
received, on his conversion, the name of Christophorus, which 
seems to have suggested the story founded upon its meaning 
Christ-bearer. Being very desirous to serve Christ, but not 
knowing how, he consulted a hermit, who recommended him 
to make the best use of his strength and stature for the 
benefit of his fellow-creatures, by helping them to pass 
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through a rapid mid dangerous river, which had no bridge 
across it. This he readily undertook to do, and stjitioning 
himself on the bank, and steadjing his steps with a palm-tree, 
which he had plucked up by the roots, he was never weary of 
carrying all who wanted his assistance through the tumultuous 
waters. At last it happened that, in a dark night, he heard 
the weak voice of a child asking a passage to the other side, 
and though the darkness was so great that }ic could not see 
the petitioner without the aid of a lantern, which the hermit, 
or, as he is sometinica called, Cucuphatas the martyr, is made 
by some to hold, he immediately complied, but as he strug- 
gled on through the rising waters, the burthen which he 
bore seemed to grow more and more insiipportable, and when 
he reached with difficulty the opposite shore, he thus remon- 
strated : — " Thou hast placed my life in extreme peril : for if 
I had carried the whole world on my shoidders, I should 
scarcely have felt it more." "Wonder not at that," was the 
reply, " for thou hast carried not the whole world only, but 
Him who created it ;" and, in confirmation of his words, he 
ordered him to stick his palm-staff into the earth, which im- 
mediately brought forth leaves, and flowers, and fruit. The 
moral of this legend, which Baronius admits must have 
an allegorical interpretation, is well expressed in some Latin 
verses, written upon an image of the Saint exhibited at 
Augsburg, by StigeUus, who was a Lutheran, They were 
published by Chytna?us, in the form of a dialogue between 
the spectator and St. Christopher. The former begins by 
asking "Who are you? — a. I am the image of one sin- 
cerely professing to be a Christian, the sweet name which He 
whom I carry has given me. q. Who is the child ? — a. It 
Lis Christ. Q. What need of such gigantic strength to bear 
\ to light a burthen ? — a. Outwardly he seems to be a child, 
than whom, nevertheless, nothing in the world is greater ; 
hence great powers both of mind and body are needful for 
those who would carry Christ to the knowledge of mankind. 
Q. But why, walking through the depths of the swelling sea, 
do you drive back the troublous waters with your treelike 
staff? — A. By the sea which I tread under my feet, under- 
Btand the wicked world, which surrounds pious minds with 
L fearfid perils ; by the staff understand nothing else than the 
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word of God, which supports the ht-art in tril)uIation, and 
anned with witich, we who preach the great work of 
Christ's righteousness boldly encounter ditficultics and dan- 
gers. Q. But who is the old man at a distance, that witli 
a lighted torch points out the way ? (he was sometimes 
represented holding a torch, instead of a lantern.) — a. The 
guiding light signifies the oracles that announced the cominft 
Messiah, and the holy man represents the ancient prophets." 
The verses conclude with a welcome to the Saint, and this 
pleaging address to him whose name he bears, 

- Optin 
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This interpretation of the device is adopted by Homan 
Catholic writers ; but there are two or three circumstances 
in the present picture which remain to be noticed. The holy 
child holds the globe in his hand, the lantern is not held by the 
hermit, who is shown in a separate compartment, but stands 
on the shore with all its ribs but one obhtcrated ; the statF is 
just bursting into leaf; a ship is to be seen in the water, 
because the saint was the patron of shipping, of those who 
encountered the perils of the sea ; and partly also, perhaps, in 
order to inform the spectators that they were looking at water ; 
much in the same way as in the clown's play of ' Pyramus and 
Thisbe,' in ' A Midsummer Night's Dream,' a bush and a 
lantern are introduced by them "to present moonshine," and 
a man with mortar sticking to him " to present a wall." 
Possibly too the dog, which appears upon the shore, may 
answer the same purpose in designating land, or else it may 
refer to a variety in the legend, which describes Christopher, 
before his conversion, as one of the Cynocephali, or dog- 
headed men, supposed by Pliny to exist in Ethiopia ; for it 
raised the wonder higher, that a dog shoidd he heard, not 
only to speak, but to preach the Christian faith. Strange as 
much of this may be, yet Mrs. Jameson is scarcely justified in 
treating the whole as a parable ; for BcUarmine very justly 
argues that there must have been some foundation of historical 
truth for a story so generally received, concerning a person 
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admitted into both the Greek and Roman martyrologies. A 
Spanish h3ann, cited by Baronius, celebrates the elegance of 
his stature, as well as the fervour of his devotion, which cer- 
tainly cannot refer to the legend ; for though it implies some- 
thing remarkable in his stature, it excludes the idea of its 
being monstrous. There is nothing incredible in the sugges- 
tion of those who wrote the ' Acta Sanctorum,' that he was 
taller and stronger than the generality of men ; and, however 
unskilfully the materials may have been huddled together, 
there is nothing incredible in the supposition that he was a 
barbarian captain taken by the Greeks ; that he was taught 
Greek at Samos ; that he was converted, not by an angel, 
but by the Holy Spirit ; that he was baptized by Babylas, 
the patriarch of Antioch ; that he was a very faithful servant 
of Christ, and bore him, not on his shoulders, but in his 
heart ; that he converted many of those whom he commanded 
before ; that he endured many severe torments, rather than 
renounce his faith ; and that, finally, he suffered martyrdom 
in the Dacian persecution. Though we may not believe that 
Dagnus, his Lycian persecutor, having been deprived of the 
sight of one eye by an arrow intended for the saint, had it 
restored after his death by the application of his blood, which 
produced his conversion, yet there is nothing incredible in 
the statement, that he was converted by witnessing the forti- 
tude of the martyr, and his constancy, even unto death : for 
it is well known that the blood of the martyrs was the seed 
of the Church. 

And now a very few words will suflSce to explain what I 
conceive to be the meaning of the various objects contained in 
the fourth picture, which is a representation of the Last Judg- 
ment. The outlines are very faintly delineated, and nearly 
one-third of the picture is cut oflF by the insertion of the 
modem window ; but when it was entire, the central figure, 
high above all, was the Judge of the whole earth, clad in royal 
apparel, but very coarse, both in the conception and execu- 
tion, and his glory is represented by two biu-ning candles ; 
at his feet appears the " city which hath good foundations, 
whose builder is God," very inaccurate, if it is intx^nded for 
the New Jerusalem ; for it is not four square, and only one 

IV. 2 
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gate is shown, but containing a multitude of the blessed, and 
two saints, probably representatives of the Apostles, occupy 
exalted thrones, and the archangel is bloMring his trumpet; 
and, below, the dead are rising from their tombs. On the 
right of the throne another angel has been gathering the elect 
from the four corners of the earth, who are looking with calm 
adoration to their Judge ; and on the left, no doubt, we should 
have seen the lost assembled, for one of them is still visible, 
hi the act of falling into the flames of hell, which, with various 
cxi^ictant fiends and tortured souls, occupy all the bottom of 
the picture. It was a continual sermon for those who could 
more easily be taught by the eye than by the ear. 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF STEDHAM CHURCH. 

BY MR. J. E. BUTLER. 



Before noticing the paintings which have lately been dis- 
covered in Stedham Chiu'ch, it will perhaps be well, by way 
of preface, to give a brief description of its architecture, and 
of the very ancient carved firagments which have been brought 
to light by the pulling down of the old nave. 

From the bulging of the nave walls, owing to the very 
awkward situation of the tower (between nave and chancel), 
and more than all, from the want of sufficient accommodation 
in the church, it has been found necessary to pull down the 
old building, with the exception of the tower, and reconstruct 
it on a new foundation and on a larger scale. 

The old chiKch consisted of a nave, central tower (but no 
transepts), and chancel. 

The nave, from the simple and even rude character of its 
windows and masonry, must be of early date, and in all pro- 
bability is the church mentioned in Domesday Book : " Here 
is a church ; 10 ministers." 

The tower has been rebuilt (circa 1670), but all the lower 
portion of it is original. 

The chancel is of the simple lancet style, c. 1200, and has 
had a brass on the floor ; but there are no signs of mural 
painting. 

The lower portions of the nave walls have been built in a 
manner very unusual, which may be termed kist or chest 
fashion — i.e., for the first four or five feet with slabs or blocks 
set edgeways {vide annexed sketches, fig. 1, 6, 7, 8, 9); and it 
is to this method of building, and the want of sufficient depth 
of foundation, that the bulging of the nave walls may be 
attributed. The surfaces of some of these stones are orna- 
mented with crosses of various patterns, standing in relief 
about one inch and a half above the face. Others, again, are 
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quite plain, and would appear to have been fresli from the pit 
at the time of their insertion, having been only " faced " 
with the stone hammer or axe, and cut into coffin-lids, ready 
to receive t}ie monmnental cross upon it, when, upon the 
decease of any person, the stone coffin and its lid should be 
required. A further proof of this is given by the fact, that 
the dimensions of those stones, which have already served to 
memorialise tlie dead, tally very generally with those that 
have not — their average size being over six feet long, twenty- 
two inches wide at the head, eighteen inches at the foot, and 
eight or nine inches thick. 

Pour stone coffins have also been taken out of the wall 
(fig. 3, 4) — three are of grown persons, but one, only two feet 
nine inches long, was found in the tower wall. There was 
no trace of human remains in either, but one, at least, had 
the drain bored for the escape of moisture. It is curious, 
also, that many specimens of cable-moulding (fig. 10), the 
ordinary ci'iterion of Norman work, have been foimd in 
these walls. 

Quite distinct from these stones, which originally lay flat 
on the gromid, were found others, which we should term 
head and foot stones : unlike the tall modern ones, which are 
sometimes too scanty for a list of all the vii'tues of the 
departed, these head-stones stood about two feet and a half 
high, two feet wide, and nine or ten inches thick, semi- 
circular-headed, with a siuiple cross rudely cut in relief, but 
without inscription of any kind. The foot-stone was similar, 
but smaller, and also had the simple cross upon it. Both 
are formed of the fine sandstone of the country — as indeed 
was all the church — which may be dug to any amount at the 
distance of about a mile. 

Not a figure has been seen on any stone to mark its date, 
but several retain the brown dust of the moss of ages upon 
them, which moss must have been acf|uired by lying in the 
old churchyard, prior to the erection of the church ; and as 
that appears to have been before Domesday, some may be 
even British. Neither has any foundation stone been dis- 
covered, but as the lower part of the south walls has not 
been removed, it may possibly still he there concealed. 

The west gable of the nave seems to have been rebuilt 
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(probably when the porch, a work dated 1670, was erected) 
partly with broken gravestones out of the churchyard, speci- 
mens of which I subjoin (fig. 1, 2). 

With regard to the paintings, they had been covered up 
and written upon with the usual texts from Scripture, perhaps 
at the time of the rebellion, and these again superseded by 
others, about a century ago ; but in some places those now 
described, which may date from 1450 to 1500, appear to have 
supplanted others of yet older date. Of those on the north 
wall, one may represent St. Ursula ; but as her symbol, the 
arrow, is not visible, and the figures on each side of her appear 
to be males, rather than femdes, perhaps it may symbolise 
the church as the bride of Christ, who is placed near, sur- 
rounded by the instruments of the crucifixion, the emblems 
of the eucharist, and the scales. 

Another is St. Christopher, carrying the infant Saviour 
across the river, supporting his steps on an uprooted palm, 
being Ughted by the hennit. standing in a niche and holdmg 
a lantern. 

The fourth is the Last Judgment, broken in upon by a 
comparatively modem window. 

The subjects on the south wall are — St. George slaying the 
Dragon ; beneath which are three figures, which may be 
representations of the " three Marys," which subject appears 
to have been executed in a manner superior to the rest, and 
more like actual fresco. The remainder, from the difficulty 
of separating whitewash from damp plaster, was too imperfect 
to make out. 

On the east, being the tower wall, were the Ten Command- 
ments, printed on the plaster, in black, with red capitals, in 
old English character, probably done at the time the tower 
was rebuilt ; but of course there is no design beneath them. 

The paintings have been so amply treated by another hand, 
as to make farther comment here unnecessary. 




EXTRACTS FROM ACCOUNT-BOOKS OF THE 
EVERENDEN AND mEWEN FAMILIES, 

IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 
BV WILLIAM BURlLmT COOPER. FS.A. 



Among the MSS. belouging to Thomas Erewen, Escj., of 
Brickwall, Northiam, are two Account Books of his family, ia 
the seventeenth century, which contain many entries of interest 
to Sussex men. They come down to the same period as the 
Diary of the Rev. Giles Moore {Sii8sew Arvhaoloffical CoUectioM, 
vol. I) ; but they commence at a period much earlier. With 
Mr. Frewen's permission I have made extracts for our Society. 

The first book came into his family by the marriage of 
Mary Everenden with the Rev. Thomas Frewen, rector of 
Northiam, temp. Charles II. There are a few items in the 
years 1586, 1592, and 1609; but they are unimportant till 
we reach the accounts of John Everenden, of Sedlescombe, gen- 
tleman, who married Mary, sister of William White, of Brick- 
wall, and who was on such friendly tenus with his neighbours, 
the Sackvilles, that we find in April, 1626, an entry — " Spent 
at London, at Snt. George's Feast, when I waited on the 
Earle of Dorset, £15. 10« 8rf." The accounts of Mr. John 
Everenden commence in March 1618-9, and end 14th July, 
1660; the years from 1633 to 1643 are imperfect. The 
remainder of tlic book contains the accounts of his son Walter, 
who was a justice of the peace. His accounts commence 
Oct., 1661, and continue till July, 1678. We have thus a 
perfect account of the expenses of Sussex gentry farming their 
own land for nearly skty years. The follomng account of 
stock and crops in 1618 is of considerable worth, as showing 
the value of stock and the modes of farming and cropping in 
those days, and how large a propoition of stock was kept. 

Mr. J. Everenden owned and occupied 14 pieces of land 
in Sedlescombe, containing together 84 acres, of wliich 5-J 
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were woodland; and for the sake of pasturage he rented 30 
acres of marsh land in Padiham and Dimsdidc marshes next 
Winchelsea. 

A note' of nil the atock wluch, by the grace of God, I do possess, taken 
the 5th of March, 1618. 

Iraprimis, of my older store of ewes in the marsh, 118; and of young ewes, 
24iiaaU, 142; worth £93. 6«. 8./. Itt. of store wethers, 20: of young wethers 
and young rams, 30 ; of store rams, 9 ; in all, 59, worth ^0. Itt. of fatting 
wethers, 20, worth £32. Itt. of lambs of all sorts. 95, worth £57. Itt. of 
old ewes, 12, worth £8. Itt. ram, 1, worth 13*. id. 

On 6th Oct., 1648, his " tale of sheep " was, store wethers, 
107 ; store ewes, 123 ; fatting wethers, 96 ; fatting ewes, 33 ; 
rams and riggs, 16 ; young ewes at Dimchurch, 77 ; lambs 
brought home, 216, viz., wethers, rams, and riggs, 111 ; and 
ewe lambs, 105. His fleece wool this year was sold to a 
stapler at Craubrook for Is. a pound, and produced £87 ; 
and Ids lamb's wool to his brotlier-in-law, Caleb Courthop, of 
Craubrook, at 3*. 4d. per quarter, and produced £!). 3s. 4rf. 



His other stock, in March 1618, is thus entered i — 

Itt. 4 oxen, worth £23. Itt. 6 lone, worth £24. Itt. 3 yearUngs, worth 
£8. Itt. 1 bull, worth £4. Itt. 2 geldings, worth £16. Itt. 1 young 
mare, worth £10. Itt. 6 hogs, worth £2. 8*. Itt. 1 old black mare, worth 
£4. 6 acres of wheat, worth £24. Itt. 7i acres appoinlwl for oats, worth 
£10, making a total of £345. 8», Itt, more for my part of the lease in the 
marsh, worth £66. 



This year he had 24| acres of grass mo%ra ; in the next 
year he had 21^ acres of grass mown, 8 acres of wheat and 
1 acres of oats ; and the whole value of his stuck, &c. was 
£411. 10s. S(/. He paid \^d. a rod for hedging; 4d. a rod 
for scorning the marsh ditches ; Sd. a rod for making a new 
hedge and ditch ; Bd. per 100 for gathering and setting 
quicksets ; Is. 6d. a. quarter's wages to his servant Elizabeth 
Coffin; to his man John Famham, £1. 2s. a quarter, and Id. 
a piece for catching moles ; £4. 10s. a half year for tlie looker 
of his sheep in the marsh ; Is. Qd. for 9 score of broom fag- 
gots, which were laid in his wheat (the common method of 
drainmg in East Sussex till very recently) ; 2s. Gd. for a boy 



k 



I The »pf Uing 



)uaL is miKleniised, 



24 EXTRACTS FROM ACCOUNT- BOOKS 

driving a plough for I) days ; Is. a seam' for tlirashing ; 7«. to 
the hemp-dresser for 14 nail^ of herap-dressing, which lost in 
the dressing 2Slb. ; £1. 18s. for reaping 10 acres of wheat, 
and. 2*. a day for binding sheaves ; 8d. per acre for raowiiig 
grass ; Is, an acre for mowing oats ; 3*. for a week's work of 
a common out-of-door labourer; 1*. Ad. to a woman for help 
in haying time, to her 5 children Is. 3rf. ; la. 2d. to the wife 
of Geo. Baker for shearing 28 sheep ! ! to Thos. West for 1 
week's haying, 2s. ; 6s. for a man and his boy three days' 
thatching ; to the goodwife Sheather making a ruff-band, 
IBd. and for schooling his children ; together, 2s. 2d. ; £1. a 
year afterwards for the schooling of his daughter Elizabeth ; 
and £2. a year for his son Walter's education ; £1. for a load 
of charcoal ; 5s. Gd. for a cord* of wood bought ; Is. a cord 
for cutting wood; 16s. a thousand for bricks; 13s. 4(/. per 
1000 for tiles, and Sd. a lOOfor paving-tiles ; 13s. id. a load 
for lime at Fairlight. His poor-rate was 10s. each quiirter in 
Sedlescombe. Marl and lime were used for manure. In 
1622 there are receipts for wood of 14 years' growth, used 
for hop-poles, 

The second book is the ledger of Benjamin Frewen, son of 
the llev. John Frewen, rector of Northiam, by his second 
wife; he was a haberdasher: and of hia brother Stephen, 
ivho was a skinner ; both in London. The eldest son by the 
fii'st wife was Accepted Frewen, archbishop of York 1660 to 
1664. The book commences 5th January, 1631. On the 
cover is written- — " In my beginning God bee my good ly[fe] 
in grase @ venture to prosper. — Ben. Frewen." 

Rescved of my masters for my brother ThankfuU,' tke 

Dei), to Mr, William Weld, y" <J(h of Januarj-, 1631 : 
It. for B. fine black bever lynd head, and for a gould baud 



It. for a fine colerd felt, lyntl, uiid a thick gould and silve 

' Eight buahela, or a borse-load, are a taaa. 
> Eight pounds are a nail ; tbe tenu is c 
* A •tack of pieces of nood, fur fuel, a 
and 4 ft, thick. 
' T1n;re arc othsr ilcms for hia lirotlier TbanifuU, 
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DdL 2 Mr. Edward Bridges y* 28tli February, 1631 : 
It. dying y* bever and mending y* lyning 

Layd out for Eicbard : 

It. for a payer of stocldnges .... 

It. for a payer of bose and 3 bandes 
It. for a payer of worsted garteres 
It. for a black bever and a band 

Dell. 2 Mr. John Fould y* 7tb January : 

It. for a fine black bever, lyned, and a black silke bande for 
y* sealfe *...... 

14tli May, 1632 : It. for a black fealt and a black silke 
band for my cosen Cadman 

Dell, to Mr. Grasners y* ii of September, 1632 : 

It. for a color'd fealt, lynd in y* brimes and last w*^ a 
silver case ...... 

Den. Mr. Gibbes, Knight, of Winsor Casill, this 13th 
ofDesember, 1632: 

It. for a black fealt lynd head and a black silke bande for 
y*same 

Dell. 2 the Right Wor" Sir Edward Burton, this 18th 
of November, 1632: 

It. for a fine colerd fealt, lynd in the head, for y* sealfe 
It. for lase band ..... 
It. for mending y* sattin 

Dell. 2 Mr. Moneyfill, this 9th of February, 1632 : 

It. for a black fealt, lynd in the head, for y' wife 
It. for a fine black fealt, lynd in the head, for y* sealfe 
It. for a box ..... 

It. for a fine strawe hat, lynd in y' brimes 
It. for a black silke band 2 the bever 

Dell, to the Wor" Captin Whitte, Justis of pease, this 
9th March, 1632 : 

It. for a fine black fealt, lynd, and a black silke band 
nowe putt . . 17 6 

Mr. Kinsey's is to be sent to the carrier at *' y* Talbot in Sonthwark, who 
goes away every Thursday at 11 o'clock, to Buxted, in Sussex." 

Several entries relate to bonds for sums due, and among 
them, on the 8th April, 1632, is a bond from Samuill Boysse, 
citizen and grocer, whereby he bound himself to pay to 



. 18 
2 





6 


1 2 
14 



1 4 
. 2 




6 





^ This was about the usual price for the best. 
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Mr. B. Frewcn 33«. " upon his first demand after my day of 
marridg or my day of deatli." 

Thus far the book is priucipally in the handwriting of Mr. 
Benj. Frewen ; after this it seems to have fallen into the 
hands of his brother, Mr. Stephen Frewen, the skin tier, whose 
accounts fill the remainder of the volume. 

Octo. J" 24th, 1637 : My Lorde Cheefe Justis Bramston : 
It. for puttinge y* fiires into y' skarlott robes 

— for puttijige your fiires into your skarlott robes and 

mending y' piirpell .... 

— putting y' fmea iiito y' blake robes 

My Lorde Piucli, Octo. 1637 ; 
It. for puttinge your fures into your skarlott robes 
It. for puttinge your fures into jour purpell robes 

Similsu- items in 1637 for the robes of Justice Croly 
(Crawly), Baron Weston, and in 1638 Justice Vernon, and 
in Nov. 1637 there is a charge for mending the robes of 
Baron Trower. 

Mr. Waiuelbrdc, Atomie of y° Courte of Wardes : 
It. for facinge your gowne with marton 

The Eight Worf ' Foraterbye : 
It. for 6 dozen and 3 flchieB skinea to lynd your costs, at 
18' per dozen . - . 

It. for workemaus tyme, and silke 

It. Stockiiige . . . 

It. to y" taylor ...... 



00 


06 


00 


00 


Ofi 


no 


00 


05 


00 


00 


06 


on 


00 


06 


00 



09 03 


00 


05 13 


fi 


00 08 


on 


00 03 


no 


00 01 
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1638, May 21 : P" to Mr. Yorke formy bro Th(aukfull), ' 
to make up my motLer Prewen'a monyes 



03 10 06 



Mr. Walter Couentrye,« Octo. 1638 : 
It. formendingyourauite of marttenesnnddooingy' gowne 00 10 00 

31st Dec. 1638, he bought 425 lbs. weight of beaver, at 
lis. 6d. a pound ; 94 lbs. at 10s. ; and 12^ lbs. at 9s. a lb.; 
for ready money ; making a total of £297. 

' There are other itenu for his hrother Thknkful!, and books for John and ThODiM. 
John Frewen was alderman 1647, and hia >on Thomas manied, 16b6, Judith, daughter ot 
John Wolsteratone, of Fulbam. 

" Brother to (he Lord Keeper and ancestor of the preient Lord. Thankfull Frewen waa 
Mtretary to (he Keeper. There is an original portrait of the Keeper at Ncprthiam. 
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On 14th January, 1638, he bought 302 lbs of new beaver, 
; 12#. a lb.— £181, 4s. ; and 342 lbs. of old at 14*. a lb.— 
88. 14«. 

Mr. JustU Beevc," Maye, y' 1(138: 
It. for furinge your sute of purpell robes, with rainifur and 

anncnes . . .. 05 00 00 

Mr. Baron Henden,'" January 18, 1638 r 
It. for furinge your three sutes of robes, ye skarlett, piirpell, 

and blake, with mimfur and armenes . . 16 00 10 

Sold to Mr. Suiger, skinner, Octo. 163'J : 
Five Vergenje foxe skines, atl 2s. 6rf. per skin . 00 12 06 

Octo. 26, 1639 : Mr, Cowellhirst," in St. Laurence lane : 
It. fora face of baggr and dooinge jour gowue . 01 10 00 

1639, Oct. 26th, there are charges for putting the furs 
into the robes of Justices Reeve and Crawly, my Lord Finch, 
Mr. Baron Weston, Mr. Baron Henden, and my Lord 
Bramston. 



I 



Mr, Marten, at Barou Henden'a, Dec. 16S9 : 
It. for a beare skin, muee perhimcd ... 

Mr. Harde, laylor, Dec. 1639 : 
It. for 6 dozen of fiches, att IB*, per dozen, to lynd Sir 

Francis Wortham'a coate .... 

It. for silke and workemau ship . . . 

Mr. Dockter ?rewen,'2 Decern. 1639: 
It. for ten gall, of Canary sacke .... 
— for ten gall, of ciarett . . . . . 

^ for a ruiilett hamper and porter 



02 07 10 
01 08 04 
00 03 02 



Mr. Justite Reeve wis made justice llih Maicb. 1638-9. 

" Mr. Damn Ucnden was made 21it Janaary, 1G39-9. 

" For a eoramon councillor's gown. 

" His brolher, Accepted Frewen, being ctnon of Christ Churcli, Canterliury, wu in- 
lUIled dean of Glouceiler, and theoce removed to (he deanery of Wells, and wu >uccet- 
lively biihop ofLichGeldandCoveatry, and archbishop of York. He iras elected irchbiihop 
22d Sept. 1660 1 coofirmed in Hen.VIIth'i Chapel, Weitminaler, 4tii Oct.. anil enthroned 
hj iiroiy lUh Oct. He died 29tb March, 1661, and being hrought ialo Yort, his body. 
30th April, 1664. lay in stale at a house in tbe Close of ihe Minster (Lansd. MSS.. No. 986, 
p. 52) i anil ia Add. MSS., Ho. 12.514. p. 314. is an entry of the foUawing fees paid for 
hii fanetal lo Sir Edw. Walter, Knt. Garter :— to Garter, in lieu of all foe*. £40 ; for 
tiaosportation to York and hack, at ltd. tbe nule, £li; for four ufltcers of arms, each at 
X30, £120; and lo each of Ibem, for transportution. at 6d. the mile. £7. 10*., £30 : 
making a total of £205. 
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My Lorde Checfe .Tustis Lyttelton, January, 1639 : 
It. for furinge your purpell robes with minifur anil nrraenea 
— for fiiriuge your skarlett mbea 


08 00 00 
08 00 00 


The charge for Mr. Justice Foster's robes at the 


same tiiue 


was ouly £5. each. 




Sold to Henry Byg, y* lOth of March, 1639, ten hundred 
luidBhalfeofbl. rabctes, at 1S#. per the hundred . 


09 09 00 


Mr. Downing, akinor, Septem. 16+0 : i» 
It. for three dozen of Euahcr aquirelles 


00 09 00 


Mr. Haynes: 
For a willde catte skiii . . - 


00 03 00 


July ye 10th, 1640: 




Sente by goodman Willshire to Ruaheir, 

e p' of imhro. bl. gloves, att 10 ahill. the p- . 

7 p' of goulde imbro. gloves, att 4 ahill. the p" 

3 p' of bloke imbro. hangers .... 

3 p' of goulde and sillver garteria . 


03 00 00 
01 08 00 
00 15 00 
06 00 00 


April, 1640 : My Lorde Pinch, Lorde Keeper. 




It. for furinge your harones robes w"" armenea, for mending 

your oulde minifur, to lynnyng 
For 2 p' of sahulles for a cape, and mending youi gowne . 


10 00 00 
04 00 00 


April, 1640 : My Lorde Biahoppe of St. Asaph, Dockter Owen : 


it. for fiiringe your robe with minifur 


05 00 00 


The same charge for the lord bishop of Hereford. 


April, 1640 ; 

My Lorde Biahoppe of RophestCT, Dockter Warner : 
For fiiriuge your robe with minifur . 


04 10 00 


The same charge for the lord bishop of Bangor. 




Mr. Sherife Tower, September, 1640 : 




It. for furinge your skarlett gowne with 23 akines of sabidl 
bakea ...... 

It. for furinge your violett gowne with aabuU footea . 

It. for lyning jour akarlett and purpell hood with English 
aqirell skmea ..... 

It. for facing your blakc gowne with martenc hakea 

For a atimiechor of willde cattakine 


26 00 00 
10 00 00 

09 00 00 
08 00 00 
00 06 00 


» He >pcal» thi» vear, 1G40, oT > payniinl for his mother Freweti. of his brothCT Joseph, 
and of hii couiin* SloUorde and MacknoU, and Stephen Fagg. 


1 


^ 
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October, 1640." Items for putting the fur into the robes of 
Lord Bramston, Lord Littleton, Justices Crawly and Foster, 
Barons Henden and Weston. 

Similar items in 1641 for Lord Banks, Crawly, Foster, 
Henden, Weston, and Lord Bramston. 

My Lady Einches G^tleman Usher, Dec. 1640 : 
For one w^de cattsldn . . . . 00 03 00 

November, 1641 : 
Lente witli my neighbours to the Kinges Majestie for lerland 

the some of ten pounde for my part . . 10 00 00 

Lente with my neighbours the 29th of November, 1642, for 

the parliament's use ^^ the sum of five pounde 05 00 00 

It. for a month pay for sowlders . . . 02 00 00 

Lente for the half of the 50 subsidies . 13 06 08 

There are entries of adventures of fiirs to Amsterdam and 
the East Indies; to Virginia of 15 books of calico,^® worth 
16s. a book ; to the Canaries of 5 gross of statute lace, at 6^. 
the gross. 

<' Cozen Bluekoller, June y* 26, 1642 : 
For one otter sidn mufe . . 00 13 00 

The Bishop of Bochester, Hobon, 1648 : 

For lyning his dose gowne throo w*^ bl. lambe skin, 5 dozen 

in it . . . 03 10 00 

1647. Sowlde to Watt White, July y* 16th : 

200 and 7 dozen and 4 blake conie skines att y' prise of 4/. 

and 15*. y* hundred . . 12 19 8 

More 8 otter slones att Is, per skin . 02 16 00 

Captain Kinge, September y* 29th, 1649 : 
For two dozen of English fox skines att 8«. 6d. p' skin . 04 04 00 

Thankfull Frewen died in London, 1656, and was carried 
to Northiam.*^ The following are the items : — 

^ He mentions, in 1640, nnde Prince, his cosen Lawson, and Edward Boys ; the latter 
borrowed monies. In August 1641, there are payments for his brother ThankfuU ; and 
in July 1641, his cosens John Carpenter and Bye are named. 

^ The loyalty of Stephen Frewen seems to have been as sound as that of his brother 
Accepted ; for it will be seen, that whilst the parliament recdved £5. the king got £10. 

'^ A book is a piece of twenty yards long and of the width of one yard. 

17 «i 1656, December. Mr. Thankfull Frewen's corps (sometime derk to Thomas Lord 
Coventry) carried through London, to be interred in Sussex. lie was brother to the 
Archbishop of York.'' (Smith's Obituary, Camden Soc. Pub., p. 43.) 
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V to Will Bigg by order from y' Dockl«r 

P* more for y' hearse nnd coch, y' hearse 4 doles, and coch 

6 daies, both of them 6 horses a peaac . 
I" for y' cofEn ..... 
P" to the comfitt maker " . 
P" for gloves and ribbon 
p-i for and lynkes 



12 00 00 

10 00 00 
03 00 00 

03 04 6 
08 00 00 
(10 11 00 



In 1661 we have this item : 
Bought this 33d of July, 1661. of Mr. Frewen, one sute of 

Eiishaer filer for a bishop's robe at . . . fi 00 00 

Stephen Frewen was elected alderman of the Vintry ward 
5th July, 1664, and paid his fine of £313. 6». 8d. 

June j' forst, 1670 ; Bought aud paid to Mr. Tho. Patten, 
for 53 Welch catell, y' hee delivered att Northiam 



44 runtes att JE3. 16». 6rf. per peecc; 4 osen att £4. 05«. Orf. p' peece; 
3 oxen at £5. 00«. OJ. p' peece; 1 steerc 3 years oulde, £1. 1S« Qd.; 
3 bulls at £2. 15«. Od. p' peece. 

1664. Nov. y" 17th: R'' £1000. which I lent to y' Company of 
Sltiners. 

Lent to the Company of Skincra y' If.th of Nov. 1664, upon bond £500. 

This was repmd in 1678."' 

In 1666 he bought Brickwall for £4000. 

The book ends 24th January, 1677-8. It contains a few 
notices of the burials and baptisms nf Mr. Stephen Frewen's 
family, in St. John the Baptist church, London. 

" Tliis was » Urge sujd to expenii in comGCa, which nerc frequently diitribalcd to ibe 
■nournera at fiuierala. (See Brande's ' Popular Antiq.', ed. Ellis, vol. ii, p. 242, quoliug 
'Whimiies, or anewCaM of Charnctcra.' 163!, where the author says, "ao much ahe hath 
mened out of the labours of her iife, la vill buy aome aioall portioo of diet-bread 
nmifilt ond biunt clnret, to welcome in her neighbours, uow at her departure.") 

'" These loani were probahly the benefit coiiferrcil on the Skinnen" Company, for which 
they pnseoted him with the nautilus drinluug-cup, ulver gilt, now at Colil-Overton Hal!, 
Ldceilersliirc. The clerk (T. G. Kcnsit, Esq.) has kindly searched the books of the 
Company for me, and has been unable to liud any entry respecting this piece of plate ; 
but it appears that Stephen Frewen, who waa bom 1600, was ailniitted to hia freedom 
of the Company, Gth June, 1622; and waa elected master on the l&lh Junc,lGC&. 
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SIR BEVTS OF HAMPTON AND HIS HORSK 

' ARUNDEL.' 

BY MR. MARK ANTONY LOWEB, 



(" 



" Sit apud te honor Bntiquitati, ait ingeacibus &u:^ n 



Among the romantic traditiooB of Sussex which have 
become ahnost obsolete, that of Sir Bevis of Southampton 
and his horse Arundel was once conspicuous. " Bevis," says 
the Rev. Mr. Gilpin (in his observations on the Coast of 
Hants, Sussex, and Kent), " was a giant of antient times, 
whose prowess was equal to his size. He was able to wade 
the channel of the sea to the Isle of Wight, and frequently 
did it, for his amusement : 



. . . ' graditur per aequor 

c dum fluctaa latera ardua tinxjt.' 



.lam medium, n 
Great, however, as Bevis was, he condescended to be warder 
at the gate of the earls of Arundel, who built a tower for hia 
reception, and supplied him with two hogsheads of beer every 
week, a whole ox, and a proportional quantity of bread and 
mustard. It is true the dimensions of the tower are only 
adapted to a man of moderate size ; but such an incon- 

I sistency is nothing when opposed to the traditions of a 

[ country." 

I In ages when the love of the marvellous outweighed all 
considerations of reason and common sense, it would have 

, availed little to deny the truth of this wondrous legend to the 
burgesses of the good town of Arundel. Beeis Tmver sturdily 
maintained its ground as irrefragable evidence of it. Nor 
was this all ; for the hero's greatest achievements were 
coupled with his good sword Morglay, and his extraordinary 
^L steed, the horse Arundel. Now the sword was to be seeu and 
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handled iu the armoury of the castle ; and as to the horso, 
wliy the very town itself bore his name ! Furthermore, a 
moimd in the park was pointed out as the giant's grave.' 
What a long and indisputable chain of proofs ! 

The belief in the history of this hero was not restricted to 
the vulgar, for even the learned continuator of Camden, while 
he disallows the etymology which derives the name of the 
town from " Bevosius's Romantick Horse," seems to credit 
the notion that Bevis may have been the founder of the cfistlc. 
He adds that the people of Arundel contend that our hero's 
horse, " Arundel, might as well have the honour of naming 
a town wherein his master had a particular interest, as 
Alexander's Bucephalus liad of a city ! 

Our own Selden, in his Notes to the ' Polyolbion ' (Canto 
the Second), says ; " About the Norman Invasion was Bevis 
famous with the title of earl of Southampton ; Duneton, in 
Wiltshire, known as his residence. His sword is kept at 
Arundel eastle ; not cquallmg in length (as it is now worn) 
that of Edw, HI, at Westminster." Dr. Hcylyn, again, in 
his ' Help to English History,' under earls of Southampton, 
and date 1067, mentions " Beauvois of Hampton, that famous 
soldier so much talked of." There is not, however, a shadow 
of evidence that there was any earl of that name, and the 
whole legend may be regarded as an accommodation to local 
circumstances of the famous medieval Romance of Sir Bevis. 

The story of Bevis, whieh has been rendered familiar to 
many by the abstract in ' Ellis's English Metrical Romances ' 
is briefly this : — Sir Bevis was the son of Sir Guy, earl of 
Southampton, a man of great renown ; his mother, who was 
a Scottish princess, proved faithless to her lord, and with the 
assistance of her paramour, one Sir Mnrdoiu-, compassed hia 
death. Bevis, at that time only seven years old, resented the 
foul deed ; in consequence of which he was hurried off to a 
sea-port and there delivered to the captain of a ship, who 
carried him into Heathendom, and sold him to a Saracen 
king called Ermyn. 

Sir Bevis's youthful valour and accomplishments gained 
him the favour of the Saracen monarch, who made him his 
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chamberlain, and afterwards his standard-bearer; while his 
daughter, the princess Josyan, fell deeply in love with him, 
After several most marvellous feats, such as kilhng in suc- 
cession sixty knights with whom he had quarrelled on the 
subject of Christianity, and destroying a wild boar that fed 
upon human flesh, he sets out with 20,000 men against the 
king of Damascus, and upon this occasion the fair Josyan 
gives him the good sword Morglay and the fleet horse 
Antndel, which are associated with most of his subsequent 
achievements ; he obtains a splendid victory, and returning to 
Ermyn'a Court, Josyan, unable to conceal her passion, boldly 
makes love to him. Bevis, however, rejects her suit because 
she is a follower of false gods ; whcreu])on she expresses her 
willingness to become a Christian, if Bevis will return her 
love ; tliis he does accordingly, and mutual vows of fidehty 
and constancy follow. 

But the " coiu^e of their true love," was not destined to 
"run smooth," for Ermyn hearing of liis daughter's apostacy, 
and understanding the cause of it, revenges himself by 
Bending Bevis on a dangerous embassy to Bradnnind, king of 
Damascus, the very monarch over whom he had so lately ob- 

■ tained a victory. Bradnmnd immediately gives orders that he 
be cast into a dungeon occupied by two dragons, Bevis, after 
a hard struggle, succeeds in killing the dragons, but is com- 
pelled to remain a prisoner for seven tedious years; his 
deliverance being ultimately effected by the aid of an angel. 
Meantime Josyan, sorely against her inclination, is wedded to 
luor, king of Mounhraunt, who immediately afterwards mounts 
the horse Arundel to return to his own court, attended by his 
bride and a numerous cavalcade. Arundel, however, fnithfid 
to his lawful owner, throws Inor an ugly fall, which breaks 
his back. At length, on hia release from prison, Bevis seeks 
his affianced fair one, whom he carries off, with a deter- 
mination to proceed at once to England, upon his favourite 
Arundel. On their way they are attacked by the giant 
Aseapard, whom Bevis, a la Robin-Hood, subdues and makes 

I hia servant. On reaching the sea, they seize a vessel and 
proceed to Cologne, where Bevis's uncle is bishop; and 
where the faithful Josyan receives Christian baptism. 
At Cologne Sir Bevis slays a dragon of such a formidable 
IV. 3 



84 8IB BEVIS OF HAMPTON 

species that the ginut Ascapard (who was thirty feet in height) 
had fled froni him iu dismay, and uo one less powerful than 
St. Michael was supposed to be a match for him. After this 
exploit, the bishop gives his nephew a hundred gallant knights 
to attend him to England, where Bevis is engaged in asserting 
his right to the earldom of Southampton ; when an untoward 
event occurs to his lady, Josyan, which causes his return to 
Cologne. In liis absence a powerful earl, named Sir Mile, 
had made love to her, resolving to take no denial. Josyan 
had therefore engaged to marry him, and had seized an op- 
portunity of hanging him in her chamber. For this deed she 
had been condemned to be biUTit alive. Bevis arrives at this 
crisis, and with the aid of giant Ascapard releases the fair 
one, and, placing her beliind him upon the horse Arundel, 
reaches the Isle of Wight in safety. 

Sir Bevis soon afterwards attacks his false step-father Sir 
Muidour, kills him, and takes possession of his rightful 
inheritance. The burgesses of Southampton receive him with 
open arms, and at length his marriage with Josyan is duly 
solemnized. 

Sir Bevis now proceeds to the court of King Edgar to 
receive the investiture of his earldom, which he readily obtains. 
But in an evil hour, the king's son sets his heart upon the 
good steed Arundel, and resolves to steal hiui ; but on his 
entering the stable for that purpose, the horse gives him a kick 
which scatters his brains upon the ground. King Edgar, 
inconsolable for the loss of his son, resolves to be revenged 
upon Sir Bevis, and orders him to be hung, drawn, and 
quartered. His barons, however, exculpate Bevis and propose 
to kill the horse instead ; but the earl, unwilling to lose so 
valuable an ally, compromises the affair by making over his 
estates and quitting the kingdom. 

Adventures as numerous and as remarkable as those already 
recounted awaited the hero abroad. Not the least remarkable 
event in his subsequent history is his accession to the throne 
of his father-in-law, Ermyn, and to that of his quondam rival, 
King Inor, and the convei-sion of both states to the Christian 
faith. Returning afterwards to England, he sued King Edgar 
for the restoration of his English estates and dignities ; but a 
misimderstanding arising, a great battle took place at London 
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between the king and Sii- Bevis, in which 00,000 men perished. 
A reconciliiition followed, however, and, to cement it, Edgar 
gave Ilia only daughter and heiress in marriage to Mile, son 
of Sir Bevis, who in her Tight becawe king of Evf/land ! ! > 
As to Sir Bevis himself, he returned to Asia, where the faith- 
ful Josyan soon died. By a remarkable coincidence the horse 
died in his stable at the same moment ; and Bevis, unable to 
sustain the double shock, jielded, a few minutes afterwards, 
to irrevocable fate, and expired upon the lips of his deceased 
wife. Tlieir remains were interred under the high altar of a 
church erected to their houoiu", and dedicated to St. Law- 
rence, where they continued, at the writing of the legend, to 
Lwork fi'equent miracles. 



" God on their aouls have now pity. 
And on Arunitl his good steed, 
Giff men for horse shouldeii sing or 
Thus endeth Sir Bevis of Haraptonii 
That was so noble a baroun." 



So ends the celebrated medieval romance, upon which one 
or two very brief remarks will suffice. First, it will be ob- 
ser\ed that no mention whatever of the town of Arundel 
occiu's in it ; the conuection of the hero with tlie town, there- 
fore, rests upon two very slender circumstances — the identity 
of the name of the town with that of the hero's horse, and the 
existence of a tower in the castle called Bevis Tower. Wlie- 
ther hia name was given to the tower to support a tradition 
connecting this locality with the exploits of the Southampton 
worthy, it is difficult to say. There was a family of distinc- 
tion who bore the name of Bevis in the 13th century, and it 
is still a common name in Sussex, It will be recollected that 
at the battle of Lewes, in 1264, Richard, king of tlie Romans, 
brother of Henry III, was taken prisoner by a John Bens," 
who was knighted for the exploit. On the whole, it is not 
improbable that some real person, and not a romantic hero, 
conferred his name on this tower. 

Secondly, the name of Bevis's horse, as well as most of the 
proper names in the romance, is corrupt French, which shows 
the source of this marvellous tale. Arundel is clearly from 

' Vide Bl»auw'» ' Baroni' War.' p. 1S1. 
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' hirondelle* a swallow ; and it is worthy of a passing notice 
that the noble family of Arundel, who derived their name 
from this town, bear six swallows in their arms, and that the 
armorial ensign of the town itself is a swallow. StoaUow is a 
very appropriate name for a swift black horse, and has fre- 

?uently been so applied. It was the name of the steed of 
lereward the Saxon, the gallant and patriotic opponent of 
the Conqueror ;^ and it is a somewhat curious fact, that to 
this day, in Sussex, many a heavy waggon-horse, by a hu- 
morous antipArasis, bears this very name of Swallow. 

* Wright's < Essays on the Literature, &c. of the Middle Ages,' yoLii, p. 108. 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF 

WILMINGTON PRIORY AND CHURCH. 

BY THE EEV, GEORGE MILES COOPER. 



The suppression of the alien priories so early as the year 
I 1414 has rendered the evidences relating to them much more 
scanty and unsatisfactory than those of the monastic estab- 
hshments dissolved in the reign of Henry the Eighth. Pos- 
sibly, too, their subordinate character, as dependencies upon 
larger and more important houses, may have caused their 
proceedings to he less minutely noted and less carefully 
preserved ; whUst the circumstances of their belonging to 
foreign abbeys, where the records concerning them would be 
partly kept, has doubtless contributed to render such monu- 
ments more inaccessible than they might otherwise have been. 
Certain it is that, from these or other causes, very few 
details of information are, so far as I can find, to be obtained 
respecting them; the names of their priors and even the 
number of their monks appear to be nowhere recorded ; and 
little else is to be learnt of them than their first origin, the 
troubles which beset their comparatively brief existence, and 
their final extinction. Many curious and interesting par- 
ticulars of thcLr internal history and economy, which we 
would gladly know, and which monkish chi'ouicles might have 
revealed, arc now involved in impenetrable obscurity ; aud 
the documents to be found in oiu- national archives only make 
known to us the repeated interferences they met with from 
the strong hand of power, issuing at last in their entire sub- 
I version and the application of their endowments to other 
V pur|)oscs chiefly of a religious or charitable kind.' 



' To Mr. Blanuw, our HoDorary Secretary, 1 desire, at the earlicit moment. 
(ulWt acknowledgiiicTits for transcripts of documents, v/hkh dintancc &^ni I/oiidon would 
btve rendered tttberwiK with diSculIr available (o me, and far many valuable notice* and 
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'riio iilicn [iriories owed their origin to that iutimate con- 
iH'xiiili hrtwoeii Knglaud and Normandy which arose out of 
Ihii roiu|iit;8t. Those vast dotunins which William bestowed 
njKHi hiH warlike barons, in some instances resembling prin- 
I'lpiilitiiJii rather tlian the estates of private subjects, enabled 
thfiH in turn to diBtribute their liounties with a lavish hand 
n|M)n the friends and dependents whom they had left behind 
Ihi^in ; and in the prevailing spirit of that age a large portion 
of Ihfrir lilKTulity was conferred njron the religious houses in 
Noninindy fouuded by themselves or their families. When 
riti'ejgti aitlieyB thus acijuired English property. It was cus- 
tiimury with them to found cells or smaller and subordinate 
honttcH in Kngland, for the residence of certain members of 
Ihi'ir frtiteruity, who act<'d at first as stewards, managing the 
tuliiteit and remitting to the parent abbey the net revenue. 
'Hii'Mi BniHll Rf)nvent«^ ob.>ier%'cd the same rule as the houses 
Uiiiit v/Uurii (hey derive<i their institution, and were generally 
lit llw ilciii-dictiiie order, wliich from the ninth century had 
lHti|lliri^(l an aliJiOMt universal ascendency in western Europe.* 
Hmmw lit lIw-'Hi unuliially became complete and iudependent 
lirdlijw, »;!«(!tin(( thinr own priors, and applying the pro- 
I'UMtU of the etitatei to their own use ; only holding them- 
w'lviw ktill Iwuud to remit to the house abroad a certain 
(((((Mil •»»", whitth might ])erhaps have been originally the 
lU'inui inir|»li« income. Others continued wholly de- 
|tiifl(l"ltt ii|Kfii th(! foreign houses, who appointed and 
Itinumti ihi'ir prion* at will, and received the entire revenues, 
ntfii iU:iUifim^ the nect^HHury expenses of maintenance and 

lit tiilit ktt*;r kind wiw the priory of Wilmington, a cell 
ltlf||(|| lwl<fi)«ttd U) the abbey of Grcstein near Honficur, in the 
illdWMi Iff Ijiuii-iiK, That abbey, situate on the left bank of 
i\»i HtiiiW, ttlid not far fnini itn mouth, was one of those 
fVifdiMili lioiiw^it which shared largely in the spoils of the 



' II war |tt« >uiiii> III"* trf (Im axlaiil u( inuiwrty thai held in BagUnd bf breignen, l< 
j|(nMlir>llutt *■■ •ihuiiinI !• kIvdu In HIr ll.KIKi'i edlUoncir Ibe 'Mniiasticoii,' of ni " '' ~~ 
lllhif ifwM " Alliiii frtiuK" iiM'tlliKl M 1i«kH)C<ag k 
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conquest. It was founded* in 1050, in honour of St. Mary, 
by Herluin Conte de Contavillc, who married Herlewa (the 
Harbtta of English writers), and thus became step-father to 
the Conqueror, and father to Odo bishop of Baieux and 
Robert Earl of Morcton ; built near a fouutaiu where an 
oratory of high reputation had previously stood, and con- 
secrated by Hugh, bishop of Lisieux, it rapidly advanced iu 
wealth and celebrity. Robert so increased the number of its 
monks and added to the donations of his father, that by 
W. de Juuiieges he is hououred with the title of its foimder. 
His brother Odo also was a benefactor to the rising abbey; 
and Earl WiUiam, his son, added still farther to its endow- 
ments and retained the patronage till the forfeiture of his 
estates in 1106. 

The grant by Earl Robert of the manor of Wilmington,' 
with other portions of his English property, gave rise to the 
erection of the priory at this place. The exact date of its 
erection cannot be ascertained ; but as the necessity of some 
such establishment would be early felt, we cannot be far 
wrong in fixing it towards the end of the eleventh century. 

This manor, called "Wineltone" in Domesday, had before 
formed part of the extensive possessions of Godwin, earl of 
Kent, and had been held xmder him in three tenements by 
Alnod, Ulnod, and Ulstan, being then valued at £13.* After 

* tbese partkulkn irc taken from ' Gallia ChriBliaaii,' lom. xi, p. B-12, v/here the* most 
■ulbpntic accoiinl of Ibe fnundation of thb abbe}' is to b« teen. It may be interesting, 
perhaps, to add ibat Herluin wu buried at Greslcia, as also w«rc Robert earl of Moretoa 
and Mathilila (Moatgomeri) bis wife. 

The 1st abbot put iu by Herluin was Reginald a Rocher, a monk of St. Evreiu, 
who w«s Buccerded by 

2. Gaufiidus, a noble moDk from kajoa; ob. IIH. 

3. Fulco, wlio died in 113!) : in bis time the cbureb nas burnt, and begun again 

in 1122. 

4. Herbert, a monk of Grestdn ; ab, 1179. 

5. WiUiam de £rDHia, a monk of Bee, who vm ■□ often in England, his native 

country, that the bishop compliuncd of him to Pope Alexander, in 1185. 
The dispute nos ended by his traDslition tu auotlier monasteiy. 
The lubsequent history is not connected with England nntil 1365, when (he convent was 
nearly razed to the ground by the English, in the wars of Edward 111. 

' BaDdet his earldom of Morelon or Mortej-ne, in Normandy, Roliert was eari of Com- 
Will, and potieaaed in England nearly 8U0 niauora, of which hi were in Sussex. WiUiam 
of Mahmbury deKTibei him as n man of dull inlellecl : ■' craasi et hebetis ingemi homo " 
(ill, 50) : the accidents of birth probably did more for him than bis persoaal merit. 
Domesday, T, 1, f. 21 b. 
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the defeat and death of Harold, it was given by William to 
his uteriue brother, Robert, and of bira held as a subfeudation 
by the abbot of Grestein, with certain other properties in 
Hants, Wilts, Northampton, and Suffolk.' 

There are two charters of the abbey of St. Mary Grestein 
given in Dugdale ; the one of 1" Richard I, wherein are recited 
and confirmed the grants of the founder and of subsequent 
donors previously to 1189 ; the other an inspeximus charter 
of 9" Edward II (1316), which embodies the confirmatory 
charter of King Richard, and confirms also the grants of 
certain additional benefactors made in the intervening period 
of 127 years. The possessions given to the abbots and monks 
in other parts of England we do not particularise, intending 
to confine our notice to those in Sussex. 

These appear to be "Wilminton," granted by Earl Robert, 
with aU hides of land in Ferles (Erog-l'irle, in Alfriston) ; the 
house of Engelerius,^ in Peveneael (Pevensey) ; and in his 
forest of Pevent'sel pannage, herbage, and wood for building 
their churches and nouses as well as for fuel. This grant of 
foniBt-rights its confinned or renewed farther on by Richer de 
Atjuila, a subsequent lord of Pevensey, The forest was of 
wide extent, running far into the interior of the country, and 
corresponding with what was afterwarda called Ashdown. 
In kUr ilocumeuts the abbot's forest-rights arc stated to be 
in *" Ashdonne," and these particular places are specified, 
Waldron, Laughton, Hellingly, and Hoathly. The earl's 
wife Mathilda gives two hides of land in Beddingham, and 
the church of that village. Earl William,^ their son, gives one 
yardland at Pevenesel, the monastery in Blaculverleigh (?), 
and two hides of land which Sagrim the priest held ; in 
Goningeton (?) three hides and a half and the tithe ; in Bibe- 
wick (?) one yardland and a half; in Telleton (Tilton, in 
Selmeston parish) one yardland ; and in Hectone (Heighton) 

' The abbey had another cell on its msnor of Cratyng (Creeling), in Suflba. Several 

ulher posBessioDS bcaides Wilmia^oa vere beld hy it at Ibc time of the Domeaday lurvey. 

asiD«ybe»ecn.— T.i,f.2Ub, f.43b, t.68b. f.222!j, and L ii, f.291, 2. 
' Tbe earl J* taid in Domesdaj' to have held in Pevenscl " one bouse ot 32d." 
■ This nohhmiBD, eapouiing the cause of Robert duke of Nonuandy, was made priMmer 

by Henry 1, at the battle of Tenerchebray, a.d. 1106, and liad bis patrimony confisoted. 

He it described as a turbulent man, bmie but pcrfldiani. (W. Malni. IbS, 7-) 
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three hides ; also half the fishpond at Laiigenega (Langney), 
and all the tithe of his owii poud. He gives Ukewise the 
churches of Eastdean, Westdean, and Firle (West), with all 
their appertcnances. 

Other donors of humbler rank contribute to the wealth of 
the monastery. Alurcd '" the cupbearer gives all the tithes 
'in hia demesne at Cherletone (Charlston, iu the parish of 
West Dean). He is followed by Earl William again, who 
gives at Middelton (now Milton, in Ariington), one hide of 
arable and half the meadow which is called " Turide."" 

Roger de Eraxuieto (" Ashurst ") grants iii acres of land in 
" Suptona " (Sutton, near Seaford), also Gara (?),'" and all 
the tithe in his demesne. Roger de Brostone '^ gives half a 
yardlaud in " Tedoorda,"'* and pasturage for fifty sheep 
"upon the mountains,"'* together with all that he held in fee 
at Russelac (Rushlake in the parish of Warbleton). 

The tithe of his demesne in Berewic (Berwick) is given by 
Roger Marmion.'^ 

Richard Fitz Haming is various in his benefactions — tithes 
of his lords-lands at Essetes (Exceit, in West Dean), Ferles, 
Sirintone (Sherrington, in Selmeston}, and Clotintone ;" three 
Bcres of land in "Harrop" (?) ; also the tithe of all his live 

'" An AJured ii meDtioned in DomeaiUy u hsviug gran tsnd, of 15». id. anaoal v»]ue, 
ID PevtfDsey : probaLl; the ume [lenon and cupbearer (piDueraa) lo Earl William. 

" Perh^H intended for " Tower-liide," as ccntiguoui Ui Burlough Castle, which then 
Blood in Milton, but of which the history ia t«t«i1; unknown. Its foundations were finally 
broken up It few years lince, when the ule was brought into tillage. 

" This place (afterwards described u being "dcsuper Sudlonam") is now quite (bi^ttea : 
Richard de la Gare wu a witoeaa to llie charter uf Michelhain Priory, in 1232, and Luke 
de la Gare a warden of the marsh of Peieusey in 1290 ; " Guerre " secmt to connect the 
name with that of " De la Warre." 

" Probably the same aa " Bortone," menlioneil in Domcsilay aa in the same hundred 
with Warbleton, the parish in whith Rushlake lies. 

" Supposed to he a piece of laud, meiuuriiig 12a. 2ii. 2f.. and now csJIcd the " Ted- 
dards," in the pariah of JeTingtcn. Por this identification 1 am indebted to the iDgeonit]' 
of Mr.W. ngg, ofLewea. 

" The travelled reader will aim1e to find our unpretending downs dignified by Ihia title. 
It without high modem authority, for Mr. Ray, the naturalist, c' 



but it is not without high modem authority, for Mr. Ray, the naturalist, claases them ^^m 

among mountiuna, and speaks of them with the highest adjuiraliou. (Vide • Wiadom of ^^M 

God in the Creation,' part ii, p. 217.) ^^M 

« This name occura in Foxe'i List of those who were at the conquest of England. ^H 

t' This place is mentioned as iu the hundred of Totenore, with Bcddiugham, TUlon, ^H 

irriugton, &e., but the name is now forgnlleo. (DoiueiidDy.'i ^^H 
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stock,'^ of poultry, Iambs, pigs, cheeaea ; and pasturage for 
thirty sheep and three oxen, witli the stock in bia ohti keep- 
ing, free from every custom and service. 

Hugh de Cahaignes'^ (Keynes) gives four acres of land in 
Pevenesel. William Fitz Alfred four acres of land which 
Sefred before held near the church of " St. Mary de Pevene- 
sel,"^" on the west side. 

William earl of Worenne^' grants his custom and freedom 
in Seaford from aU tilings — viz. from lastage, portage, and 
passage, and from all other customs. 

Richer de AquUa gives to the monks of Grestein the laud and 
wood which lay in the manor of " Willendone," which Richard 
de Cidtura had given to him ; with the tithe of the mill in 
the same manor ; their swine quit of pasnagc ; wood for their 
buildings, fencing, and firing, by view of liis foresters ; he 
also gives the briary (" bruaria," ^vild heathy ground), which 
he had at Rushy (Busheium), next to that which already 
belonged to them, viz., between the road which goes to Heles- 
ham, and that which comes to Bushy as far as North Ditch. 
All the tithes also of his demesne of tlie Castelry of Pevenesel, 
in whatever manner the lands should be turned to profit ; and 
a border of Bushy free and quit ; and the tithe of his fishery 
before any part be taken thereout. 

Several members of the family of Aquila were lords of 
Pevenaey. This Richer was son of Gilbert, the first lord. 
Two of his brothers, Engenidph and Geffrey, perished in 
the disastrous wTcck of the " Blanche Nef," on the 25th 
Nov. 1119, with Prince William and his half sister Maud. 
Having taken part in Nonnaudy with the son of Duke Robert 
against Henry I, the king for some time refused him admis- 
sion to his father's lands in England ; but he ivas at length 
admitted upon the intercession of his uncle, Rotro, earl of 

^ "De oinni pecniiia" — pecun: in the mdm of " pccudei." (See quotalione froto old 
tharlen in Docange. 

" Both this msn and liii fether William were boiefccton to Lnrei Priory earlj in the 
12lh century. {Suitfx AreAxological CoUeeliota, I, 137.) 

" Now the cliiirch of WeslUsm, sndenllj part of Pevenaey i the churcli of Peveutej ii 
dedicBlcd tu St. Nicholu. 

" Prob«blT Williani de mois, sou of K, Stephen, fourth eail of Warennc, who nmrried 
IwhcUa, danghlcr of William, the third and hut earl of the direct male line, and died 
in 1160. 
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Moreton. In 1127 hu was again in arms for the purpose of 
restoring William Fitz Robert to his father's honour in Nor- 
mandy, to the exclusion of Henry I ; failing in which attempt 
his castle of Aquila in that couuti7 was burnt, and his lands 
in England escheated to the cromi. Soon after the accession 
of Henry II, this turbulent barou was restored to his estates, 
Bud died possessed of them in 1170. In his old age he en- 
deavoured, as we see, to quiet his conscience by the devotion 
of part of bis property to pious uses. His son Gilbert mai'- 
ried a sister of William Plantagenet, sixth earl of Warenne, 
and died young in 1 205 ; aud hia grandson of the same 
name, in 1232, foimdcd the Austin priory of Michelham, in 
the parish of Arlington. This family derived their name from 
the town of Aquila, so called because an eagle's nest was 
fomid there in an oak tree whilst the castle was building. 
(Addit. MS. Br. Mus. 0359, fol. ID). 

In the second charter, that of 9" Edw. U (1315-16), the 
above grants are recited and confirmed, and others of later 
date enumerated. The additions in Sussex appear to be — 

A grant by Barringer Tyrel, of Westham, of ii acres of 
meadow in Bradewisae (BroadmarBli, in Pevensey Level), 
Remission and quitclaim by Ralph Alman ** and Thomas, son 
of Beatrice Peling, and Sara, formerly wife of William Cricket, 
of all their right and claim in the lands and tenements which 
William, son of Bnming dc Peling, their uncle, held in West- 
ham. A gift by Thomas " de la Cnock,"*^ of all his lands in 
that place ; and in the same place remission aud quitclaim 
by Nicholas, son of Ralph " de Eirs " (or " Fris," meaning 
iViston), of all his right in vi acres of land which Ralph, his 
bther, once held there. 

Robert de llorstede gives all the tenements which he held 
in fee, viz., his land " de la Hoke " (the Hook?), and all his 
tenements in the parishes of St. Nicholas of Pevenescll and 
St. Mary of Westhame, as well houses as arable lands. 

iAlan de Westham and Marjery his wife reUnquish in favour 
" A Richnrd " AJemui " lived in Pcvchk; in 1340, and the haaHy continued ta teaAe 
(here till the 17th centur;. 
■ A form now cnlled '> Knock Hatch," iu Ailjagton. and near Micliethun Priory, I 
wbicfa it nat giivcn in tlie 13th century, hjr Sir John de Iliy. (Charier oi Michelham.) 
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of the monks uU right in the lauds aDd teuements which 
Richard de Peling licld in Wcsthani. 

Of the benefaction of one who is styled " Paganus^* de 
Cap." (Capella), and who gives a portion of tithe in Milton, 
I am bound to speak with personal gratitude ; for in the 
vicissitudes of after-times it came to be annexed to the vicarage 
of Wilmington, and now forms nearly half of its endowment. 

Another member of the Dc AquOa family, Richerinus, 
bestows on the convent a certain grazing-ground at Safort 
(Seaford) ; Jordan^ de Saukevill, seven acres of land above 
Nattcwood ]^^ Walter do Ratetun (Ratton) gives land called 
Diepedene ;^' and William, son of Ralph Heringaud, ten 
acres of meadow in Wilindone. 

Adam the cook (" Cuk ") gives a rent of 12rf., which 
Thomas the smith, of Heylesham, used to pay him for a 
tenement in that place ; and a rent of 4(/., derived from a 
mill there, with all his right in the said mill arising from the 
said rent. He also gives another rent of 20(/., thitherto paid 
to him by William Sortharin ; and Richard, the son of "Adam 
le Cuke," ratifies his father's donations. 

Ralph de Colevill relinquishes in favour of the convent all 
claim to the land he once held in "Jewington," excepting half 
an acre which lies next to the laud of John Palmer."^ 

In Wylyndon, Geoffrey, vicar of the church there, makes a 
grant of four acres of meadow-land ; and Gervase, parson of 
Fokenton, a grant of 8s. rent. Hugh, son of Richard de 
Willendon, gives nine acres of land in that place— which 
donation is confirmed by Simon de Notingham ; and WiUiam 
de Heyton one piece of land in Heyton. 

By Emma, wife of " Rikeward " Postel, is given up all her 
right in the tenement which belonged in fee to the abbot and 

" Latiniwd from ' payen,' a counlrj'maii. A Paganiis was sheriff of Sussd, temp. 
Hen. II, llKjilt 1156. 

" Jordan de Sackvill and Ralph Heringaud wtrc connected by marriiige. Tha former 
is one of the attesting nituessea la tlio charter of Miebelliam, in 1232. 

" Naltenood, a iniall fuln ailjainiog Potkingtua Wood, on tbe tumplke-road from 
Pole Gate to Hailiham. 

" A name common to many of tlie larger valleys of the Donns, 

= Philip le Palmere appean in the Subsidy Boll (1236; as laied at UJd.. ■' in villala 
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convent™ in Telleton. Walter, son of Henry de Wolkested,^" 
and Matilda his wife, make a similar siurender of a house 
also in Telleton. William de Burtune (or Bortone) gives one 
yard-land in Burtnnc and "Rislake;" and Henry Maltravers 
all the tithes and lands which they held of wQliam, son of 
Aiured,^' and land called Leffi (?) in Wilminton. 

The grants of tithes which occur in these charters we may 
safely conclude were not gratuitous, but coupled with a condi- 
tion of some local service to be rendered in church or chapel. In 
^L^e twelfth and thirteenth centuries, when the limits of parishes 
^■were as yet undefined, many small buildings for religious 
^K uses were built and eudowed by individual landowners. The 
country was thickly studded with what were variously called 
chapels, chantries, or oratories, beside the larger buildings 
set apart for pubhc worship. Hence the frequent occurrence 
of the name " de Capella." These were endowed with 
portions of tithe ; and when these portions were gi'anted to a 
neighbouring religious house, it was in exchaugu for the 
services of a priest, to sing masses at stated times, and per- 
form the other functions of the sacerdotal ofiBce. Tlie tithes 
went into the exchequer of the monastery, and the priest was 
maintained out of the common stock, or perhaps had some 
fixed allowance. Parish churches, whose tithes were so 
granted, became vicarages, the convent receiving the tithe and 
providing a substitute (vicarius) for the rector, who received a 
small stipend for performing the duty. As times changed, 
and boundaries were better ascertained, the smaller cditices 
gradually disappeared, and the whole ministerial offices were, 
in most cases, transferred to what became at length the 
church for the whole parish. 

Paganus' chapel has still a traditionary mention in Milton, 
but the site is not known. Probably it was in or near the 
manor-house, where some small remains of ancient building 

tare yet to be seen, but not of an ecclesiastical character. 
At ExceJt the vestiges of a small building are distinctly 
perceptible on the hill towards Friston, known to the inha- ^^ 

>* Given them b; earl William, of Moreton. (See lint charter.) ^^H 

" Wilkiteod, DOW a common in Lindfield, m>f perhipa liave given their Dsnie to (Us ^^H 

tbmilf. ^^M 

" The ctip-liearer before menlioneil. ^^^H 
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bitants as the site of a siniUar etUfice. This chapel, or 
church, with its endowments, passed afterwards to the abhey 
of Bayham ; probably through the good offices of Ela de 
Saukcville (originally "de Dene"), a great benefactress of 
that house. It was a rectory, to which the abbot and convent 
are recorded to have presented in 1401, 1402, and 1412, 
Early in the 16th century it was bought of them by Robert 
Sherburne, bishop of Chichester ; and by an instrument, 
bearing date March 4, 1528, the parish of Excete was incor- 
porated into that of West Dean, on account (as is therein 
alleged) of the fewness of its inhabitants, and their inabihty 
to rebuild and keep up the fabric of their church. In the 
survey of thia coast, made iu 1587, when the Spanish inva- 
sion was expected, it is marked as " the parish church ;" but 
this must be understood to refer to tlie site of a building 
which had long ceased to exist ; for, in the deed of incorpo- 
ration above mentioned, preserved in the bishop's registry at 
Chichester, the church is sjwken of as utterly destroyed, and 
as having been so for an unknown period : " ecclesia paro- 
chiaUs quondam infra fines et limites parochie de Excete " — 
" diruitur atque ad humiun prostratur locusque siti ccclesie 
prophanatur et pro prophauo habetur, sicque diruta et pros- 
trata atque prophana a tempore immemorato remansit, sicque 
in presenti remanet." (The whole document is eiuious, as 
illustrating the manner in which one parish was then some- 
times merged into another.) The great tithes were then re- 
served to the rector or prebendary ("rectori sive prebendario") 
of Esccte ; the small wore given to the rector of West Dean. 
The bishop had, in 1521, collated Lawrence Woodcock to the 
prebend of Excete, being one of the four Wiccamical jirebends 
then founded by him in Chichester cathedral. 

In Cbarlston, Alured the cupbearer's chapel yet exists, 
and being subdivided in the interior, is used in connection 
with the adjoining farmhouse. The building is quadrangular, 
41 feet by 21 ; and in the walls are a few broken remains of 
massive stoue work ; but the only genuine unaltered parts 
are the North and South windows : the fonner, apparently 
of the 12th century, and of great beauty, has been long 
stopped up ; the latter, a lancet window, of early English, is 
open to the air. 
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ALURED3 CHAPEL, CilAUI.STDN 




The following instance of the estnblishnient of a private 
chapel is curious, and may deserve to be recorded : it will be 
observed, that it introduces the name of a Wilmington eccle- 
siastic. Its date is early in the reign of Edw. I, about 1285. 
Probably the great iinportimity alluded to was rendered 
necessary by the circumstance, that after the lady's death the 
building (or room) was to revert to secular uses, and therefore 
could not be consecrated. "Lanertie," must have been some 
seignorial abode in the parish of East Grinstead. Tlie 
original is in Latiu. 

" John de Monte Acuto, to ail sons of holy mother cburcb, greeting. — 
Know that I hare ohtained, by much entreaty, from the Lord Prior of Lewes, 
and from the Lord Bishop of Chichester, and from Master AJani, parson of 
the church of Grestede, for the uao of my mother, n chapel and the celebra- 
tion of Divine offices in my property (iundo) of Lanertie, reserving all the 
right of the mother church of Grenestedc, on condition of the annuai pension 
of one bezant (bisancii), to be annually paid to the said mother church, in such 
manner however aa that this Ucence (conceaaio) to my mother shall be pre- 
sened to her during her whole life, and tliot, on her decease, the said chapel 
shall altogether cease frora all IKrine offices, into whosoever posacsgion the 



J 



tLLOSTUAtlONS OF 



Enid property sliall have come, or if it slioU have continued in my own usp. 
But I and mj mother have personikUy given our swom covenaht to the prior 
and convent of St, Pancnia, that all these premises shall be fiiUy observed by 
us, without fraud or any malice ; nor will we attempt to devise anything, at 
any time, by onreelvea or by others, agrnnat this. These being nitnesseB : — 
Henry de Treagoz, Simon de Hechynghnme, Hichard de Exsetes (Exceit in 
W. Dean), Richard de Cumbe, Willelm de Burt, Master Gilbert de Chjtin- 
gele (CAiddingly), Matter Saiuon rector of lie church of Wylmetitone, 
Hobert chaplain, Hugh de AJbo MonasUirio, Matthew Hunter [venatore), 
Stephen aon of Antetill, and many others." (MS. Cott. Veap. F. xv, pp. 45 
and 321b,) 

The same names, " Ric. de Exactes," and " Mattheus San- 
son, rector ecclesie de Wylraentone," are among the wit- 
nesses to a charter, by which John of Montacute confirms 
" Grinstede " Church to the bishop of Chichester. (Ibid. 
p. 46.) 

During the wars between John and Philip of France, whicl; 
ended in the separation of Normandy from the Enghsh domi- 
nions, it is reasonable to suppose that these cells were not 
without disquietudes, aiising out of their peculiar position. 
Yet the French abbeys seem to have retained possession of 
their English property, without much molestation, through 
the long reigii of Henry III, and until the 23d year of 
Kdward I. A war with France having then broken out, that 
monarch, with a natiu^al desire to prevent his enemies from 
being strengthened by the resoiures of his own kingdom, 
seized the alien priories into his own hands. 

I have been unable to discover any document showing how 
Wilmington Priory was att'ected by this first general seiziu-c. 
But on the next hke occasion, when Edward II repeated his 
father's policy in 1324, there still exists the return for this 
priory by Peter de Worldham and Stephen Poer, the 
officers appointed by the crown to take possession of the 
ahen houses in Sussex." 

This second seizure is not noticed in our English histories ; 
but was evidently a measure of precaution taken imder the 
apprehension of hostilities with France. Charles the Fair 
was at that time entertaining designs against the foreign 
dominions of Edward, and negociations were earned on 
respecting Guienne which threatened a warlike issue. It is 

" Add. MSS., Br. Mm.. 6Ifi4, 18" Edw. 11 (1324-5). pp. 4fiG & 471. 
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well known that the deposition of Edwnrcl, and the death of 
Charles shortly after, deferred for some years the expected 
collision ; and the present proceedings against the monasteries 
apparently went no farther than to enforce a valuation of their 
estates and moveables, which were in some cases left, under 
certain stipulations, in the custody of the priors themselves, 
who were restored to their former full possession at the 
beginning of the next reign,'^ 

The king's commissioners, however, are directed to take 
possession for the crown, " for certain causes," of the lands 
and tenements, goods and chattels, of religious persons 
vithin the power (de potestate) of the king of France in the 
county of Sussex (natives of Flanders in the aforesaid county 
excepted**), so that they might render an account of the 
proceeds thence accruing, according to an order of the king 
in council. Among the priories specified as the objects of 
their intjuiry are those of Lewes, Clymping and Pasyng, 
Boxgrove, Leominster, Arundel, Selc, and Wilmington. 

In their return for the priory of Wilmington the commis- 
sioners state that they give no detailed account of the proceeds 
of the manors of Wilmington, Frogeferles, Nunyngton, and 
Pelyng,^ which were the temjwralities of the prior with the pre- 
bend of Wylmington, and tithes annexed thereto, belonging to 
the same prior, after they had seized the same into the king's 
hands, with the goods and chattels found in them ; because 
they had deHvered the whole, with all the proceeds they had 
received therefrom, to the prior himself, to whom the king 
had committed the custody of the same^^ under a certain 
form enrolled in the exchequer ; after they liad taken and 
delivered uito the treasury a distinct inventory of the goods 
and chattels ; the prior giving security and being held 
responsible for them, if the king should be entitled to have 
them. The schedule of possessions and income, therefore, 

• 1" Edw. 111. (Hjroer, T. 2, pt. 2. p. 173). 

« A IruM llien exiaied between Edward tnil Louis, Ewl of FUnderi. (Byraer 2, 2,107.) 

* The lecond uid lait of these tnauore. in Ihe pariibe* of Alfristou and Wcatluun, atiU 
I bwrthe s«iue names. I can only eonjectiire the thiril lobe NOQningloniii Wert Wittering, 
I t (ana rccoTered (o the see of Cliieheirter in la37 by Up. Sberbum, and wliitb might 
I periiaps in 1321 belong (o the prior as ■ prebendary in llio oalhedral. 

"■ Tills ii jirobably ihe reason nhy Wilniiiigloii is nol mentioned among the siien hoiua 
«hk-h their eiUlea vtere restored 1» lid*. Ill (1327). IRymer, 2, 2, 1J3.) 

IV. 4 
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niH'B not apijear ; but the goods and chattels are valued at 

j I cannot find any similar record relating to this monastery, 
. either for the year 1337, when Edw. Ill confiscated the 
j estates of the alien priories,'* and let out the lands and 
I tenements and the priories themselves at his pleasure for 23 
I years ; nor for the year 1361, when he restored their estates 
upon the re-estabhshment of peace.^^ But in the interval 
I there are evidences before me of its being in tlie kmg's hands. 
I In the Testa dc Nevill p. 88, 9" Edw. Ill, we find the pre- 
liminary intpin-y going on ; for a jury there certify that " the 
I abbot of Grestein holds Wilmington, but by what title or 
tentire they cannot say." " 

In a list of presentations belongir.g to alien priories, 17" 
Etlw. Ill (1344), it is stated that "The presentations*' and 
collations to the roctorj- of Hartfeld and the vicarage of 
Estdene, near Scford, belong to the abbot of Grestene. The 
king presents to the vicarage of Estdenc aforesaid John de 
Bymbrok, who is admitted and instituted vicar of the same, 
because the king has reserved to himself the knights' fees and 
advowsons of aU benefices belonging to the aforesaid abbey." 
And next year, " The *^ king presents to the vicarage of 
Willyngdon John de Folkquardby, the priory of Wilmington 
being in the king's hands." 

The restoration above referred to lasted but a Uttlc while ; 
for in 1369 we find them again seized into the king's hands 
and forbidden to remit the customary sums to the foreign 
houses.*^ Their contUtion indeed during the whole of that 
reign was very disquieted. The king is said to have granted 
lay pensions out of their lands to divers noblemen ; and we 
shall soon see that he obliged them to smrender parts of their 
property. For in the 44th year of that monarch's reign we 
have fuller records of his proceedings with respect to these 



^ Eqiuv&lGDt in weight of meMl la about £900 of our preaent n 
Ihe^ow price of conitnoditiee al thxl time, i large sam, 

J 



■ Rymer, % 3, 
» Ibid., 3, 2. 38. 
u BuitgU MSS.. 6062. 

*' Tower Records (Alien Priories), IJ" Edw. ill. 
« Tower MSS., 18 Edw. HI, Rot. Pal. 
« Rymer, 3, 2, IGO, 
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houses. The royal commission then issued, and the return made 
in consequence for Wilmington, are both preserved ; and the 
latter gives a detailed account of the resoiu-ces of the convent.** 
In that year (1371) Edward ordered an account to be taken 
of the property of this and other alien houses. The writ 
states it to be " upon occasion of a war stirred up between us 
and the French,** for certain causes especially affecting our- 
selves ;" and it du-ects John de Bisshoppestone, his escheator, 
to repair to certain monasteries and ascertain by the oatlis 
of a jury the true annual value of their property ; and 
commands " every prior of the aforesaid houses to exhibit to 
hini all the evidences touching the value of all their lands, 
tenements, and possessions, upon being required by him on 
the king's part so to do."** 

This "Extent" or detailed account (in extenso) of the 
possessions of Wilmington Priory was made " at Heylesham 
before John de Bisshoppestone, the king's escheator, on the 
Wednesday next before Easter," upon the oaths of twelve jurors, 
inhabitants we may presume of tiie place or immediate 
neighbourhood, whose names are *^ John atte Donne, John 
Aylot, John atte Wode, John Sage, Simon Holt, Thomas 
Hcndenian, Reginald Hokeman, Tho' Byngle, Will'" Chy- 
terigge, Tho' atte Welle, Thoi Evcnyng, and Tho'- Baker. 

The statement of property agrees in the main with that of 
the Charters, though with some additions, and probably 
alterations from exchange or sale, now difficidt or impossible 
to explain. The principal novelty (briefly alluded to in the 
" conipotus" of 18" Edw. II), viz., that the prior (see p. 49) 
held as part of his temporalities " a prebend of Wil- 

** Add. MSS. Br. Mub. 6164, pp. 413 and 417. 

** " IlloB de Franda." The king hy (his neiiiral npressiou RT<Mdi recognising ilie clwm 
of Ilia riral lo the throne of France. Ucn, V, from n like motive, sfterwwda uaei the ume 
^ra»e, "eeiix At Fnuire." 

" The writ h dsled "Westm. itri die Febr. W rtgni n. Anglie rt Francie, 31"" (I37I). 
In the writ issued lor the rounty of Kent, IS" Edw. II, the archbishop of Canterbury ia 
•rdei«d to remove the foreign monks who dwelt near the aen-enoil, from Iheir hoiues, lo 
other English monuteriei in the interior of the country, Ida. a head being allowed for 
tbtir yearly ro^ntenance, out of the sequestered estates. (Ryiner, 2, 2, 114 ) 

* It will be observed bow niany of these names are derived from locality — at the Down, 
the Wood, the Holt, the Well ; others from occupation, as Hindman, Hookmaa, Baker. 
The oripnal MS. is in the Carlton Bide Record Office, baring the seals of the juron (lill 
appendant on parchment alipa. 
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inington"*^ in the Cathedral Chureh of Chichester, is here 
repeated, with the additional informstion that it was worth 
55 marks per annum, and had attached to it the ehurches of 
" Westhame, Wylljngdon, Estdene, with a portion of Wcst- 
ferles." The first two, it will be noticed, do not occur in the 
Charters, and were therefore subsequent acquisitions ; as also 
was the church of Hartfield, which, as we have just seen, 
belonged to the priory. Money payments from churches, 
which may some of them have been compositions for ancient 
dues, and some acquired since the date of the second Charier, 
are of frequent occurrence. 

If, however, the Extent shows considerable additions to have 
been made, it exhibits on the other hand » long and melan- 
choly Hst of alleged oppressions, of routs and tithes " mijustly 
detained;" and the plu-ase "used to have" (implying that 
the prior had them no longer) occurs in no fewer than twenty- 
seven instances as applied to manors, tithes, rents, pensions 
from churches, and other sources of revenue. " Seinclerc, 
knight," of Jevington, is said to have recovered, by a certain 
inquisition in the King's Bench, their half-manor of that 
place: and "Will^deEchyngehame"" figures as an "unjust 
detainer;" while to one "Tidemannus de LyTiberich"^" (alias 
" Lynberg ") seven manors which " used to be " the property 
of the monastery, amounting in annual value to £1 1 3. 0*. 8(/. — 
more than half the income of the house — are stated to have 
been "demised for a term of 1000 years, by license of the 
king" — a licenae probably which left no option of disobeying 
it. The whole annual value of their property, supposing the 
monks to have had their rights, would be £196. 2«. 8rf. 

" There ii abuiKlant proof of Ibe exislence of tbi* prebeod, thougb non nlmoit forpillen. 
It ia menlioned, in the NonK retunu of 1340, for the pariah of WilliD^oD. In 1343 ne 
iMit, \a a return made by the bbbop (Robt. de Stratford) of Chichester, to a nrit of 
in(|uiry,"Abba> de Greslena haWt in ccclesia nostra de Cicealria prebenilaiu de Wj-lmingtun, 
qui roorator eitra Angbam." (Toner MSS. 17" Edw. 111.) Other evidences will present 
themselves at we proceed. 

*" Son, probihl)', or grandson, of the man (of the same name) who quartered himself 
and his hniilf , horses and dog; inehided. nith so Utile scruple, upon the good monks of 
St, Pancras, at Le«-e», in 1307. (See Sun. Arch. ColUeliont, toI, II. p. 16.) 

'° This personage seems to have been a jobber in court favoun, or perliap* a professional 
money-lender. One of the charges brought in 13SG against Michael de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk, and chancellor to Ric. II, was that he had pnrcliasert from Tidcman of Limborch 
an old and forfciietl annuity of £50 upon the crown, and had persuaded the king to admit 
the validity of the dclii. 
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It appears from otiier records atill remaining that tbe 
convent had not escaped losses from the disorders of former 
reigns, when might was often too strong for right, and justice 
so defectively administered. As early as tliat of John, we find 
John de Montacute summoned to show cause why he did not 
render dues of manors in Harinton (near Kettering) and 
Merse (Amersham), co. Bucks, to the abbot of Grcatene ; when 
he acknowledges a debt of 1 8 pounds and 1 mark, but 
alleges in defence that his lauds are and long have been in 
the hands of the king.*' 

I am sorry to say that even the ladies showed a disposition 
to take advantage of the times; for in 23" Edw, I {1294-5), 
the abbot of Grestene sues Johanna, formerly wife of Robert 
de Caunvil, for " estovers," ^^ viz, " housbote " (domestic fuel), 
"hegbote" (wood for hedges), and timber for repairing or 
building anew their houses in the manor of Wilramgton ; also 
pannage for his hogs " of his own breeding " (de propria 
nutritura) : and complains that he has been dispossessed of 
those rights which he used to enjoy in the woods of Waldem, 
Hauckeherst,*^ Broyle, and Clavregge, belonging to his tene- 
ment in Waldem, Hodleghe, and Legton. The defendant 
alleges in reply that she has only a life interest in the manor of 
Leghton, to which the aforesaid woods belong, and that she can- 
not answer without the king's being a party in the cause,'* 

A similar complaint against the same Johanna, and for the 
same offence, is made by the prior of Michelham, who 
exhibits the charter of Gilbert de Aquila, the founder : in 
which case judgment is given for the prior, that he should 
recover the premises, and Johanna is left "in misericordia," 
i. e., at the mercy of the court. 

In 34" Edw. I (1305-6), the abbot of Grestene sues brother 
William of St. Leonard, and fifteen others, for having broken 
into his close at Salfeston (Sawston, in Cambridgeshire), and 
carried away his corn, &c. They deny the charge, and the 

" Rot. Plac., p. B9 ; 15" Jolm, rot. 14. 

" ■' A general term in law for the lupply of nccewarics, especiAily far sllowaaces of 
wood mode to tenuita." (Jacob.) 

>* A part of the fore«l in East Hoithly, now called llawkhcnt Common; Droyle ii in 
LaugbtoQ \ Clavregge (now not known) wan a property in Wkldron, Robert de CUwe(^ 
can Id tbe Nona reluma as a pariihioner. 
* Rot. PUc., p. 235 i rot, 2fi. 
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jiiry find that tlie prior of St. John of Jerusalem in England 
is parsou of Salfcston, and that the said defendants took only 
the tithes of corn in the aforesaid close, which — having before 
been brushwood— had been broken up and brought into 
tillage by the abbot hiniseli?' 

In lO^Edw. Ill (1345), the abbot recovers possession of two 
inesBuagcs, 1 00 acres of arable land, four of meadow, and ten of 
wood in Hellinglegh, as well as £100 compensation for 
damages from Wilbam de Batelesford,^^ and divers others.^^ 

A few more miscellaneous records connected with Wil- 
mington have fallen mider my notice. 

The earliest vicar of whom mention is made is Geoffiy de 
Cnz, wliom K. John, by his letters patent, dated 25th Peb., 
Iii(l9, at Freomantle (Frigidun MantcUum), co. Hants, pre- 
m:ntB to the vicarage in the vacancy of the see of Chichester, 
connnanding the archdeacon of Lewes to admit and institute 
him without delay.** 

In a letter addressed to the Sheriff of Kent, dated 25th 
Nov., 1307, commanding him to provide bridges and hurdles 
(claias)*^ for the king's instant passage to parts beyond the sea, 
reference is made by Edw. II to " Stephanus de Wylmynton,* 
whom he terras " dilectus clericus noster," as one of his con- 
fidential agents ;"" but possibly this may be of Wilmington 
near Dartford in that county. 

In 1372, John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster {youngest son 
of Edward III), had a grant of (inter alia) the advowsou of 
the priory.^' 

Another document of the 48" Edw. Ill (1374), is the king's 
writ to the sherifl' of Sussex to seize all the alien priories into 
the king's hands ; but no details of property are given.^'' 

It appears from a patent of 1" ilen. IV (1399-1400) that 

" Rot. Plac. p. 358. rot. 2 in dorao. 

" IJ»tlesford or BMirforil is in Wurtling. and gave name to a diatioguislied familj. The 
name Uutleffbrd tppean in a lint of the Inliabitauts of Pevcnsej in 13-10. 

" Rot. Plac. p. 355, rot, 36. *■ Ilol. Pat. 10= Johann. 

" Speimaa's Glostary. " Rymer 1, i, 100. 

"' Tower Reeorda (Alien Priories), 46° Edw. III. This eiplaim why, " On »n inquisi- 
tion talien in 1579, the juron return that the borough of Wilmington i> within the hbertj 
of the Dulehj- of Lancaster." (Biirrell MSS. 5682, f. 520). 
J= Tower Records (Alien Priories), 48- Eilw. III. The 48 Edw. Ill, Benefit Alienig. 
^ ^^ 1^ 1^ fouud in the bmnllc of alien priories in the Tower. 
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the effect of these frequent seizures, and farming of tlie estates 
by lay persons, was very disastrous. Both the buildings and 
estates were reduced to a ruinous condition ; so that " divine 
worship and the regular observances of their order were dis- 
continued, their alms, hospitalities, and other works of charity 
interrupted." The king, therefore, in this year restores their 
possessions, requiring only that they should in future jiay to 
him, during the continuance of the war witli France, the 
ancient apport which they used to pay to the head house of 
each priory."' 

Of the subsequent history of Wilmington Priory till its 
final suppression no information seems to be attainable. It 
probably experienced, with the rest, further vicissitudes of 
fortune, and dragged on a precarious existence during the 
reigns of Rich. II and Hen. IV ; and soon after the accession 
of Hen. V these houses were all finally dissolved. 

The estates, or such of thera as then remained in Sussex 
and elsewhere, being valued at 240 marks a year, were granted 
in the 1st year of Hen. V (1413-14)' " by his letters patent 
to the dean and chapter of Chichester and their successors, to 
liold during the war with France, or so long as from any 
cause whatever the said estates should be in the hands of the 
king or his heirs (rendering nothing therefore), for the cele- 
bration of divine service for the good of his soul, so long as he 
lived and after his decease, and for the soul of his father and 
mother, as well as that of Nicholas Mortymer lately his ser- 
vant, whose body lay buried in the chapel of the blessed 
Virgin Mary within their cathedral church." 

But these letters patent not being deemed a valid title, the 
dean and chapter, for their better security, presented a peti- 
tion to the king in the second year of his reign (1414-15), 
wherein are recited the words of the former patent, followed 
by a prayer that the grant might be enacted and enrolled by 
Parliament. 

The manner in which the petitioners — " vos povercs et 
continueulx oratours" — fortify their position by an almost 
endless amplification of terms, is a curious specimen of law- 
language, while it gives a very full enumeration of the va- 
rious kinds of property which then constituted the wealth of 

™ Rymer, 3, 4, 167- 
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a religions liousc. They ask for the priory and the prebend 
of Wilmington in their church, " ave toutz les celles, egUses, 
manoirs, terres, teiiementz, pescberies, rentes, services, fees 
des chivalers, advowsons des egiiacs, vicaries, hospitaulx, 
chapelies, chaunterics, et autres benefices qiielconques, en- 
semblement avesque toutz les pensions, portions, anuuytees, 
dismes, oblations, almoigns, et autres emolumentz, profitz, 
choses, et possessions, si bicn espirituelx come temporelx, az 
ditz priorie, prebende, manoirs, terres, teucmentz, profitz, et 
possessions suis ditz, en aucun nianere appurtenantz ou re- 
gardantz," to have and to hold upon the conditions above 
mentioned. Their prayer is complied with, and Parliament 
confirms the grant " en toutz pointz."" 

The king, moreover, gave them his hcense to procure a 
release ov confirmation of the said priory from the abbot and 
convent of Grcstcin, and to unite and appropriate the same to 
themselves and their snccessors for ever.** 

From that date to the year 1505 (7''F.lizab.) the dean and 
cliapter of Chichester remained in undistiirbed possession of 
the property, and the only record I find of their proceedings, 
in any way connected witli this manor, is one which, however 
intorcHting at the time to the parties concerned, is not now of 
much publir; interest. It is simply that, " On the 20th March, 
1445 (2!!" Hen. VI), John Crucher, dean of Chichester, and the 
chapter, grant to John Denyst, Esq. an annuity of £1. 6s. Sd. 
for his advice, issuing out of their manor of Wilmington."** 

In the 7th year of Queeu Elizabeth, by a deed dated the 
Hth December, tlic manor and demesnes of Wilmington, and 
other jiossessions of the dean and chapter in that neighbour- 
hood, togetlier with the impropriate rectory of Chiddingly, 
which was held by William Bradbridge, the chancellor of the 
cathedral, in right of his dignity, were conveyed absolutely to 
the queen, to the ijitent that her majesty or her successors, on 

** Rol. Parlianit., vol W, p. 43, 

* The two priesis, called " the king's chapl«ias," who officiated in " Stortymer's chaun- 
Irie," occupied a house entered from the south cloister. Over the doonviy mav Mill be >eeD 
Ibe amii of Hen. V, with n reproentalion of two (iricits kaeeling before the Virgin Mary 
— the nholc beiag supported by an angel bearing a rose. This house was alienated froin 
iiui church by letters potent of Edw. VI, and has aince continued in lay huids. C^*"*^ 
•By. I. 187). 

" " — aUMSS.. 5GP2, (Pclliamold Deed. 1). Sip. '.<). 
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the humble petitiou of Sir Richard Sackville (oue of her privy 
council and under treasurer of the exchequer) might, by 
letters patent under her great seal, grant the same to Sack- 
ville and his heirs for ei'L-r ; tlie manor and demesnes of 
Wilmington to be held of the crown in capite by the service 
of the twentieth part of a knight's fee, and the residue in free 
socage, as of the manor of East Greenstead, by fealty only. 

This conveyance was made pursuant to an agreement 
entered into by Sir R. Sackville with the dean and chapter 
and Bradbiidge, dated the 4th of the same December. 

By way of exchange for Wilmington and the impropriate 
rectory, the queen, by letters patent dated the 1 3th day of the 
following February, granted to the dean and cliapter the colle- 
giate church of Bosham, with its prebends and endowments.*' 

In this exchange of property there were renewed to the 
dean and chapter out of the priory and prebendal estates, the 
advowsons of Beddingham, Alciston, East Dean, Fristoii, 
Firles, LoUington, and Willingdon.*'* 

Among the papers in my custody relating to the vicarage 
of Wilmington, are two authenticated copies of Terriers, now 
in the registry office of the archdeacon of Lewes, dated 1615 
and 1G35, "made by the vicar, churchwardens, and other 
honest men in the said parish," which allege that the tithes of 
the copyhold, having in the memory of men then living be- 
longed to the vicarage, had been wrongfully kept back by the 
(Sackvilles) earls of Dorset, the lords of the manor. The 
latter document very earnestly prays for their restoration, and 
has the signatures, it would seem, of all the heads of families 
in the parish ; for they represent themselves and their families 
as " the entire members of this maimed and dismembered 
church." They subscribe themselves the archdcaeou's " faith- 
ful informer and humble orators," and are twelve in number, 
of whom four only could write. This appeal, as was likely, 
proved unsuccessful ; and the tithe of the copyhold lands has 
ever since been paid to the lord. As some compensation, 
however, in 1710 the then lord of the manor. Sir Spencer 
Compton, afterwards baron (1727), and earl (1730) of Wil- 
mington, gave 200 guineas in augmentation of the living. 
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The complaint of tLe archdeacon's "orators" was probabi)' 
grounded on the construction they put upon the terms of an 
augmentation to the vicarage made nearly a century before. 
The ancient endowment, if there were any, is not known ; 
but a second endowment was made in 1541 (32" Hen. Mil) 
by Richard Sampson, bishop of Chichester, with consent of 
the dean and chapter, upon the humble petition of Henry 
Marshall, then vicar. 

This instrument ®" assigns to the vicar a house of residence 
contiguous to the east angle of " the great old hall " (i. e. the 
ancient priory), with a kitchen, small court-yard, and garden ; 
reserving to the dean and canons the right and liberty of 
walking and recreating themselves according to their pleasure 
in the said garden, as often as they happened to be at the 
manor-house on the business of the cathedral ; and also se- 
ciu-ing to them on such occasions the use of the kitchen. In 
the above-mentioned terrier complaint is also made that the 
vicar had been deprived of this residence without any con- 
sideration given in exchange. 

The instnnnent then endows the vicar with all tithes, both 
great and small, arising in the parish, excepting those of the 
manorial lands ; and here was involved, probably, the point 
in dispute. It further assigns to him three pieces of glebe 
land, called Monkyn Pynde, Prestwyke (or wish), and Pyng- 
well Haw."' Of these the first two still retain their ancient 
names, and belong to the living ; the present vicarage-house 
is built on the last, but the name has passed away. AU 
burdens affecting the church or vicarage were to be borne 
by the dean and chapter ; excepting only king's taxes, the 
repairs of the vicarage house, with provision of bread, wine, 
and wax, for divine service, which were to be borne by the 
vicar. It further stipulates that the vicar shall pay to the 
dean and chapter annually the sum of £2. 17s. H)d., which is 
laid in separate portions upon the glebe and titlie ; and this sura 
is now paid annually by the vicar to the lord of the manor. 

The Sackvilles continued to be owners of the manor of 
Wilmington till it passed into the Compton family about the 
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ong the archives of the dean and chapter of Chichealer. 
ir Agellus domui aJjncens rt circumuptui : unde il> ' hemp- 
igeQui raiiiisbii tel fuhanini utioni dcMinalu*." (Junii 
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year 1087;^' and in 1782, by the marriage of the Lady 
Elizabeth Compton, heiress of the last earl of Nortliampton, 
it was carried to tlie late Lord George Augustus Henry 
Cavendish, afterwards earl of Burlington, whose grandson, 
the second earl, is its present possessor. 

Many ancient claims of the prior)- now appear in the form 
of quit-rents ; some of which have been conveyed with the 
manor to its present noble owner ; others have gone elsewhere, 
in the distribution of the property since its first entire trans- 
fer to the church of Chichester; and others again, as the 
forest-rights, seem to ha\e altogether disappeared, at any rate 
they have baffled my attempts to trace them. A rent-cbarge 
of £20 is paid yearly out of this manor for the support of 
Sackville College, in East Grinstead, a hospital founded in 
1008, by Robert, second earl of Dorset. 

About half a mile from the monastery, at the foot of what 
is called the Holt, is a pond known as the " Well-holes," fed 
by a perennial spring, and evidently of artificial construction- 
Remains of stone-work are discoverable in parts of the sides 
and bottom. This is supposed to have been the stew in 
which the good fathers kept their fish, from whence they 
could readily procure a supply when wanted. Other ponds 
in the manor, not to mention the river Cuckmere, which 
bounds the parish on the west, would enable them to keep 
up their stock without difficulty.^^ The prior was well pro- 
vided, we may presume, with game as well as fish, for he had 
right of free-warren over the three manors of Wilmington, 
Jevington, and Atfriston." 

The moidis chose the situation of their priory with theu* 
proverbial good taste, upon a gentle eminence under the lee 
of the downs ; and they built their church contiguous to the 

'■ T)ie descent of Ihit propcrt]' through (he Comptons to ihe Caveniliahes in gim iii 
the DurreU MSS., B682, t. 520. 

•' Feiiiaps s dish of salmon-trout might sometimes fumish an a^reeahle vBrietf ; for this 
flsh in rare instimcea has been fDuod \a (he Cuckmere. On the 3d of August 1S49, part 
Of the stream bong ilsmmed up for the repair of a liridgc, aad (he water reduced in depth, 
■ young spoTlaman iu my presence cauglit with a casting-net four of these irout in about 
an hour, tiie smallest weighing 4 Ibn., the largest 10; ths., and the aggregale weight being 
84^ lbs. But this was an unexampled occurrence; and no suspicion was entertained that 
any tiich fish were in the [wol. At the mouth of the riv«r, about four tnilei farther 
down, grey mullet are abundiut in season. 

BurreIl,MSS.,5702:— " ExecrpMl ex libro de carlis et lihertalihiiaad Susseiiiffln per. 
(Carl. 36", .ir", Edw. II.) 
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monastery, (fig. 4) The views from the churchyard are very 
pleasing, and the time-stained buUdiug itself with its ancient 
yew tree, as seen in conuexion vnt\\ the surrounding objects, 
is full of picturesque beanty. The chancel (fig. 5), is Anglo- 
Norman, Uttle altered on the north side, where the original 
narrow roimd-headed window of 
Caen stone stlU remains, and a 
portion of an extcnial zig-zag 
moulding, A window of pointed 
trefoil (the framework of chalk) 
is of later date. A hard kind 
of chalk, it is said, used to be 
dug on the higlier parts of the 
downs. Certainly this window 
has borne exposure to the at- 
mosphere for many ccntories 
without injury. The two arches 
with their pillars in the south 
transept are also entirely of chalk. A stopped window (fig, 5), 
much recessed in the inside, and so low as to be on the 
outside only 20 inches from the ground, and on the inside 
4 feet from the floor of the chmch,^'* seems so unneccssaiy 
that I have been sometimes tempted to conjecture that it may 
have served for a door of communication with an external 
confessional : a notion somewhat countenanced by the inter- 
ruption of the Norman string-course and by traces on the 
outside of a lean-to at some time attached to it. The cast 
window, 13 ft. by Oft. 6in., is of the perpendicular style (fig. 7). 
Excepting the parts just named, with the north door (fig. 9), 
or principal entrance, the font and two pointed arches in the 
body of the chiu'ch (fig. 6), none of its details are of much 
antiquity ; and rude hands have broken down its carved work 
with axes and hammers. The mutihit«d remains in the north 
wall of what was once a fine stone arch (fig. 8), between the nave 
and chancel, bear lasting testimony to this fact ; corroborating 
what we are told of the iconoclastic fervour which prevailed 
in the year 1558 at Hailsham and in its neighboiurhood.'* 

'' Prom the sill of the window the mawiii^ tlnjiei downwards un [he iaMe In about 
Iwlf the tliickneu of the wall where il reai'hee ilic homuulHl liolloin of llie recess, 18 in. 
lower; from thener to llic floor is 2 R. B iii, 

■■' Slrrpe's Anosls, I. <!l. 
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Ilgthe trefoil window of the chancel, 

* of a coloiired image of a bishop in 

fit in hand ; which once stood, it is 

tinickct still projecting from the 

Ic of tlic altar. ^* Together with 

} out of the four stone pilasters sup- 

J font, which had been wanting pro- 

ftaid had been used as mere rubbish, 

fimd parts of the broken chancel arch, 

r the window. 

Btirch is singular, an irregular cross, the 
lepts in no way corresponding (fig. 4). 
i appearance of a side cliapel ; the latter 
ine manner connected with the convent, 
incts occujiies the whole south and west 
From tliese tlie public are excluded, 
i churchyard lies on the north side, 
are to attract the notice of the curious in 
i one thing is very striking to the ordinary 
nmple yet venerable fane, I mean the artless 
i the fabric is constructed. The walls, mas- 
fcle, bulge out in the most irregular manner on 
1 must have been built with an utter contempt 
^plummet. Three bells," hung at the west end in 
ihmgle spire, are rung from the body of the church ; 
mg no belfry. There is reason to suppose the 
Jbn the south side was once a burial-groand ; for three 
ma were found in it some yeai-a ago imbedded in clay 
f utly brought for the pm-pose (none being there naturally), 
serving instead of coffins, of which no traces could be 
^ >,rned. 

> >f the priory itself there are few genuine remains. A room 

.th groined arches (fig. 3), now used as a parlour, but which 

L-adition speaks of as the original entrance hall, has walls of 

> ft. thickness and a chamber over it with a solid floor of brick. 

But the most remarkable relic of the old building is the cellar, 

•' All imiigei were ordered Id l>e Uken out of clmrcbes by an order [a coundl of 1 1 lb 
Feb., 1548; Ibey were rolored in the reiga of Mary; and finally rcuovcU «ian after tlie 
accession of Elizabcib, in many places witb great violence, u was evidently tbe caie liere. 

'^ TwDof llicui were re-cant iu 1839; the tenor bell had inscribed npon it !—■■ Roger 
TapscU, 1630," a bcll-fonnder in Chidrlinglv. 
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which is quite unaltered and, without violence done to it, 
might remain so for a thousand years longer. The whole of 
its area, 23 ft. square, is divided into four equal compartments 
by semi-circular arches springing at right angles to each other, 
from a low hexagonal pillar in the centre, and terminating in 
the walls. These compartments are severally roofed over 
with two semi-circular ribs of stone intersecting diagonally, 
the point of intersection being 7 feet above the floor. At each 
corner of the area is a cylindrical pillar with simple capital of 
plain roll-moulding, upon which the four diagonal arches, 
springing from the central pillar, rest at their other ex- 
tremities. The remaining four have both ends inserted in the 
solid masonry of the walls. The height of the middle pillar 
is 3 feet ; that of the fom* corner pillars 2 ft. 6 in., to the 
spring of the arch. The original entrance w^as by an arched 
doorway on the north side, the jambs of which are 4 ft. 6 in. 
and width 4 feet, with a rise of 8 inches in the arch ; the 
material being the sandstone of the country. 

A few arched doorways in the walls, with here and there a 
defaced corbel stone or broken column, tell a sad tale of glory 
departed, and constitute the poor remains of what was at first, 
no doubt, of a sufficiently ornamental character for the rude 
age in which it w^as fashioned. The interior of the roof is 
vast and desolate, showing huge beams of oak, some of which 
look as sound as when first felled in Earl Robert's aboriginal 
forest of Pevenesel. There is no lack of good timber ; the 
monks seem to have availed themselves to the full of their 
newly-acquu'ed privilege. 

The rest of the house is of subsequent and various dates. 
The two towers (fig. 1) which form externally the most 
striking feature of the building, with the window of square 
mullions between them, seem not earlier than the time of 
Hen. VI. Other parts have been added or altered till the 
plan of the original structure can scarcely be conjectured ; but 
persons now living remember when the building extended 
considerably farther to the east and west ; those portions 
having been since demoUshed and the materials applied to 
various uses. 

How it was occupied during the period of its connexion 
with the chapter of Chichester, I can get little information : 
but the towers just mentioned, and the apartments which 
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were annexed to them, indicate that it was still a residence of 
some imijortfince ; and we have seen that the dean and canons 
occasionally frequented it. At an earlier period of its existence 
it once gave shelter to an illustrious princess, Eleanor, daughter 
of King John, and wife of the great Simon de Montfort, 
earl of Leicester. A few weeks before the battle of Evesham, 
she took this priory in her hurried journey to Dover, and was 
entertained in it for one night, that of June 13th, 1265, at the 
expense of her son, who came to meet her from Pevensey. 
(Sec Blaauw's Barons' War, p. 2SS.) 

It is now, and long has been, a farm-house (fig. 2) ; of 
which the principal sitting-room was formed many years ago 
out of what was considered and called the chapel, having 
windows, I am told by the present occupier, of arched stone ; 
and the arched roof of wood, now hidden from ordinary 
inspection by the ceiUng of the modern room within it, may 
still be viewed from above by those whose curiosity is strong 
enough to lend them through dust and darkness. 

Few other memorials of the Wilmington Benedictines remain 
to perpetuate their remembrance. But one is so singular that 
my account would be judged even more incomplete than it will 
in fact be found, were I to pass it without notice. 




» A rude, gigantic iigurc vi a man, iii) feet in length, has 
been cut on the hill side to the south-east of the monastery ; 
and tradition ascribes the work to the idleness or ingenuity of its 
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inhabitants. The figure stands, or rather reclines on its back, 
for it is on a steep declivity, with arms extended upwartls, and 
a long staff in each hand parallel to the body. The outline is 
Bo slightly indented in the turf that to a close inspection it is 
imperceptible ; but when viewed from a distance with a strong 
aide-light, i. c, either in the morning or evening, it may be 
plainly seen ; and yet, even then, an unpractised eye will have 
some difficulty in tracing out the figure, of which the lower 
parts are at all times extremely indistinct. The thawing of n 
slight snow brings it out into the boldest relief. 

Though it is unajunected with the priory, I may perhaps 
be allowed to mention that a piece of land stdl called the 
" Endienewicke," and showing vestiges of a ruined mansion, 
once gave name to a famUy of some note in this place, whose 
memory has long passed away. "Philip de Endlenewike " 
gave evidence before the royal commissioners for ascertaining 
the value of the 9ths and 15ths iu this parish in the year 
1346. 

It appears that iu the grant made June 25th, 1372, by 
Edw. Ill, to his son Jolm of Gaunt,^^ king of Castile aiid 
duke of Lancaster, of the castle and leucate of Pevcnsey, with 
the advowson of Wilmington, and other things, was included 
"the bailiwick of Endlenewyk, with its appurtenances."" 
Certaui dues are stiU annually collected and paid to the 
owner of the above-mentioned piece of land (which forms part 
of what is now called Moor's Hill farm), under the name of 
"Endlenewick Rents," from twenty-four manors and farms 
once included in this ancient bailiwick. They are situated in 
the parishes of E. Bourn, W. Dean, Ripe, Selmeston, Folk- 
ington, Hartfield, E. Dean, Blatchington, Alfriston, W. Firle, 
Seaford, Hellingly, Arlington, Chalvington, and Tarring ; the 
sums paid vary from about 2s. to £7, and the whole amount 
is about £30. 

This church possesses a register, commencing with the year 
1538. The book itself is not original to tliis date, but was 
made iu the fortieth year of Elizabeth (1598), by Malin 
Mortou, then vicar, who says that he transcribed the previous 
entries " from the ould paper book " into that of parchment, 
which now exists. It contains an uninterrupted recortl, with 
the exception of a few years more or less defective, but has 

T Sm before, p. 64. « Bymer, 3, 2, 198, 
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nothing likely to be of public interest. One entry however 
ia atriking: " 1047, a robber buried, May 25;" killed, we 
may suppose, in the commission of his crime— a hint of the 
disorders of that most disorderly time. At the end is a hst 
of all the parishioners (63 in number) who took the " pro- 
testation made and taken by both houses of parliament,' on 
the 10th July, 1641. 



► 



rrom various evidences, chiefly this ancient Parish Register, 
it appears that the following have been vicars of Wilmington. 

A. D. 

Geoffry de Cm, presented by King John (see p, 64) . 25th Feb. 1209 

[Matthew Sanson, mentioned p. 48, aa " Rector Ecelesie de Wylmtm- 1 , g- 

tone," was Prebenilnrv (p. 46), and therefore Prior(p. 49) ahout] j 

HclUT Marahall . ' was Vicar in 1B41 

fiawdwin Hamnett buried 8th Feb. 1565 

Master Hillman wasViearin 1686 

Master Actonn in 1589 

Malin Morton ( "t""^ ^^a""!? }«?! 

i buned 1st Apnl 1616 

William Smart buried 17th Jan. 16Z1 

Hughe .Teningea .,..,. inducted in 1631 

Tobias Gyles (afterwards Hector of West Dean) . inducted 30th Sept. 16*4 

Richard Ireland was Vicat in 1686 

William Edwards (afterwanls Rector of Denton and W. Dean) . in 1673 
Jonathan Darby (also Vicar of East Dean) .... in 1698 

Samuel isaack in 1738 

Henry Hodsden (afterwards V. of Willingrlon k W. Ham) died 20th Mar. 1740 
Edward Jjord (who built the VicnrBge-bouse) . until 1764 

John Huhberaty buried in 1779 

Jaraca Capper ...,.,.. buried in 1S35 
George ililea Cooper, present Vicar instituted 15th April 1835 



Hero I would conclude, were it not that I must crave per- 
mission to add a brief notice of one of the greatest anti- 
quities of the place, — its noble Yew-tree, the ornament of 
this church and village. Its age cannot be less than that of 
the ecclesiastical fabrics of which it is the appropriate com- 
panion. An old man of 85 once told me that he had known 
it for 75 years, and in his earliest recollection its appearance 
did not differ materially from that which it now presents. 
Here we have three-quarters of a century scarcely efl'ecting a 
'sible change, and a gauge wherewith to measure rouglily its 
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grent nge. Its giiarlcd nnd magnificent double stem is really 
a study for the painter. At 3 ft. 3 in. above the ground, 
wlicre the stem divides, as is common with this kind of tree, 
its girth is 20 feet. One half of the trunk has become hollow. 
To the first large branch is 10^ feet, the length of the largest 
branch is 33 feet, and the ground which the tree covers — 
chiefly on the east side, for on the west it has been stunted 
and driven back by the violence of our prevailing winds — is 
about 260 square yards, or a circuit of 108 feet. 

In former ages it has been sadly and wantonly maimed. 
Whoever wanted a piece of yew wood, or wished to gratify a 
destructive caprice, seems to have applied the saw and the 
knife without mercy. It is now more carefully guarded ; 
and I sincerely hope it may yet be s]>ared to shelter from 
winter rains and summer suns many more generations of 
honest peasants, when assembled for attendance at our 
vencrnble house of prayer. 




THE FIRST AND LAST DAYS OF THE SAXON 
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It is easy to iiiiagitic that the Saxon and Danish bucca- 
neers might be, and undouiitecUy were, originally but few 
in numbers, that the ferocity of their nianiicra, their in- 
trepidity, and the suddenness of their appaiition, would 
inspire dismay among the defenceless countriea tlioy ravaged. 
The fear these atrocities occasioned very naturally augraented 
their numbers in the eyes of their victims, and a panic, once 
created, never ceased to exaggerate the real danger. Although 
the Danes were the most locomotive peo])le in antient Europe, 
their conquests contained no ideal aim prceonceived by 
their authors, as always happens amongst barbarians, whose 
motions, like those of infants and animals, are destitute of 
true finality. 

King Alfred thus describes the German settlers in Britain : 
— " Komon hi of 'Sjum polctim ?am jTjiaiijeccaii Depmanie, fiac 
op Seaxum, "j of Sn-^le -j op Eieacuin .." — " They were descended 
from the three most powerful nations of Gennnny, from the 
Saxons, Angles and Jutes." When the Angles and Saxons 
settled in England, they availed themselves of the Roman 
wails and edifices left by the Italian architocts. Their conver- 
sion to Christianity taught them the use of sumptuous build- 
mgs, which have been erroneously attributed to the hands of 
Saxon masons. Romans and Britons had once occupied these 
fortresses and towns in peace and harmony. The Roman 
language had extensively prevailed. Many words had crept 
into the British language from the admixtimj of the legions of 
Rome with native Britons. The Anglo-Saxons received the 
^^ubstance of their more refined education in Latin authors. 
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and many works of the Saxon period were composed in that 
universal tongiie, the knowledge of which ultimately facilitated 
the introduction of the Nomiano-Frankish dialect into this 
country, which long retained its ascendency in the courts of 
justice. The Latin language was not suppressed when 
Christianity was for a ttTiu expelled from this land. 

Turner, Palgrave, Lingard, Kemble, and other writers, have 
poured floods of light on the heptarchy and monarchy of 
Saxon England. But it cannot be denied that Lappenberg 
and German historians of our Anglo-Saxon period have added 
further light from their inspection of Norwegian, Swedish, 
and Danish records relating to the Sweynes, Gorms, Olaves, 
Canutes and Harolds, The Grerman ^critical scholar has 
suggested the word Octarchy instead of Heptarchy, as more 
appropriate to the actual number of the antient Saxon states, 
before they merged into one general sole monarchy, in those 
days of the warriors of the " breast-net " or the shirt of mail, 
of gUttering mitred abbots, of filleted and pearl-bedecked 
dames, of minstrels and harpers. 

SuS-pex was deeply affected, both at the commencement and 
conclusion of the ascendency of the sons of Odin, or Woden, 
the deified monarch of the Teutons, wlio was himself of the 
race of the Saeai, or Scythians ; and the Saxons are supposed 
by some to be indebted for their name not to the Saxon word 
" seax," or dagger, but to the Sakai, as the juna Sakai, who 
worshipped the Gothic Wods. To this day the Teutonic deity 
soimds in oiu- Wednesday, and in the Wansdike ui Wiltshire, 
and in Wansbury. At the two extreme points of ITastings in 
East Sussex, and of Cliichester in the West, the most signal 
memorabilia of the Saxon annals occurred. The fate of 
Anderida, in the Ani>pebei--pealh, in the weald of Sussex, in- 
spires ns with horror. This woody district abounded in deer 
and wild boars. We read of the utter destruction of this 
fortress and the British defenders in the old * Saxon Chronicle,' 
\mder the year 490 ; as follows : " J>eji MWe -] Eijja ymb|-secon 
!S'ubpebe)--ce]-t:ep, ^ opjlojon ealle |fa J?e \«\\ inne eapbeban. ne 
peajiS y?e\> pop^oi f*" Bpic co laf;e." (Saxon Chronicle.) — "This 
year a.d. 490. .^lla and Cissa besieged Andreds-chester, 
and put all its inhabitants to tlie sword. Not a single Briton 
escaped ahve." Such contests, in that age of disorder, were 
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tiiufl pictured by the harping minstrels at tlie festive board of 
earia and cliieftains : — 

" There wna bard pky — a great war-cry — a loud battle -email. The adven- 
tuTcra of the Bavca-stnadard drew from their sbeatba the ring-hilted awords. 
The grim war-mote of jEUu's hearth-retainera, the bearers of ashen spean, 
felled to the earth the yielding Britons. The din o( abields and ahafls — the 
whizzing of war-darts fell thickly. Loud was the shout of the pursuers — 
bmiklers glittered — trumpets aang — standards rattled — around them screamed 
the fowls of war, greedy of battle. — the war-wolves howled their honid 

This is the first scene of the acta of the first Saxons, upon 
the shore of Sussex, once inhabited by the Regni of old 
Britain. 

The best accounts describe jElla to have landed with his 
three sons, Cymen, Wlencing, and Cissa, in three vessels at 
Cymenesore, Keymor at Sclsea, in West-Sussex, The Saxons 
were instantly received by a loud shout from the Britons ; 
immense masses left their hiding-places and commenced the 
battle. The Saxons exceeded in bodily size and strength, 
and met them with fierceness, as they advanced with pre- 
cipitancy, separated and ill-arranged, against the compact and 
closely-ranged Saxons. The Britons in the rear were panic- 
struck in hearing of the defeat of the foremost masses. 
Andcrida received the terrified fugitives, in the midst of a 
neighbouring forest. The conquerors spread themselves along 
the sea-coast, and about eight years afterwards accepted in 
Sussex the challenge of the British champions and forces at 
a spot called in the Saxon language CPeapqiebej'-bupnanjrebe, 
' which Florence interprets, the river of Meareredi, Mercredes- 
l bunie. Here a desperate battle was fought ; victory was for 
I a long while doubtful, and both armies declined at last the 
1 contest, and retired to their respective quarters. jElla sent a 
I message to liis foreign friends. In the course of six years new 
succours airived, and joined JEWa in the siege of the ancient 
Roman fastness Anderida. And the issue of that siege was 
as before stated. 
H At Eij-jan-cearcep (Chichester), ^Ella, the father of Cissa, 
B founded the illustrious but short-lived kiugdom of theAustralcs 
H Saxones, which formed a rampart for Kent against the other 
^HjJBing Saxon dynasties of Mercia and Weasex, but was itself 
^■pemmed in and unable to enlarge itself by conquests over the 
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Britons. Very soon it begau to be eclipsed by other kingdoms, 
and we liavc not so much as n dry catalogue of its regents, or 
any of the coins that Kent baa left to posterity. Ethelbert has 
stycaa and sceattas ; but Sussex has not transmitted any of its 
circxdating pieces, if it possessed any, which may be ques- 
tioned, peailiar to its own governors. The question has been 
raised by a German scholar uamcd Lappenberg, in his able 
history of the Sa,\on ptiriod in tliis island, whether King jElla 
was, strictly speaking, the first of the Bretwalds, or governors 
of Britain ? He admits the great weight of the historian 
Bede's autliority, who hvcd not very long after the day of 
^lla, aud who ascribed this imperial title to ^lla. But 
Lappenberg objects to this view, that vElIa reigned only over 
the limits of modern Sussex, and tliat there arose no second 
Brctwald in the house of ^Ua; and he observes, that the 
Bretwald rose as high above common kings, as the latter were 
above theu- " lealbejuiien," and subordinate otticers. 

The grand part which this district played was very likely due 
to the personal superiwity of the mighty JEl\a, who imparted 
vigour to its brave inhabitants, for which cause he received 
the august title from the hand of the grateful minstrel. To 
prevent repetition in the coiu-se of our narrative, where the 
uaiue of the men of Sussex appears, here let it be stated, 
that on all occasions the South Saxons were valorous to a 
proverb, that they distiugiiished themselves in arms against 
Coenwulph, king of Wessex. They were matched in the 
course of time against Offa, king of the Mercians, and against 
the renowned Cadwalla ; they were in a much later period 
staunch to their favorite, Earl Godwine, and Glodwine's unfor- 
tunate son and last king of the Saxons. 

The first kings of the Sa.xous were most sanguinary Pagans : 
they aimed at the total destruction of the Christian name and 
worship. When a church survived the ctvaquest of the pro- 
vince in which it stood, it was tinned into a heathen temple, 
and Christian altars were polluted with idolatrous victims. 
The first Christian cloisters and the early simple churches 
dedicated to Christ were levelled with the dust. This was the 
age of nnuiberless true martyrdoms, aud many names yet live 
ill obscure records. A trust-worthy writer, Matthew of 
Westminster, writes under a.d. 587, that the kings of Sussex 
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[• ruled oiily hi that province Suthsajda. A Christian king was 
I Boon succeeded by a heathen on the throne. This was tlie 
: in the neighbouring county of Kent, on the death of 
r£thelbert, a.d. 616, when his son Eodbald assumed the reins 
rf government, to the injury of the Cliristian cause ; and on 
the death of Sebert, king of the East Saxons, his three sons 
became Pagans, and rt-stored tlic idolatry suppressed in their 
father's days. During the celebration of the solemn eucharist 
they insulted the prelate, whose name was Mellitus, and 
drove him away. In the course of time. 

In l!ie jenr of grace a.d, 7u," says Matthtw of Wcatminater, "in the pro- 
vioce of the South Saxons, it was enacted, by u sjiiodical decree, tliut though 
they bfld previously belonged to the diocese of Winton, this province sliould 
be furnished with an episcopal foundation and its own prelate. Eadbert was 
eonaevrated as the first bishop, who was abbot of the mouasteiy of the prelate 
Wilfrid, of blessed memory, called Seleea, where this servant of the Lord 
endured an exile of five years:" 

This chronicler records the succession in this see. \Ve are 
presented in the acts and words of CadwaUa, king of Wessex, 
especially in his charter, dated a.d. OiSO, with proofs of his 
munificence to the rising church of Clu-ist in this county. 
Bishop Wilfrid asked him for a portion of land to maintain 
himself and his fraternity; the king complied "pro remedio 
fimma." The donation was situated at Pagham, called in 
this charter " l^ec^aniam," and adjacent spots called " Scrip- 
paneg, Ceorlatutn, Bucganora, Beorganstede, Crpitesham'' &c. ; 
the grant was confirmed and approved of " Ecguald subre- 
or .(Ethelwald. Otiter grants were conferred on 
'Jratribus suia domino servientibiis," in the church dedicated 
Saint Andrew, at " Vedrwipaiitha" or Widringmouth, and 
•land at Tangmere. A denunciation is pronounced against 
any person who should dare to disturb and alter the bequest. 
!It was solemnly pronounced exempt from taxes for public 
(ervice, and the viceroy thus signs the deed, and the following 
[persons ; after jiithelwald stands ".^thebed, rex ; Iledda, epis- 
^pus ; Ercenwald, episcopus ; Aldhelm, scholasticus of arch- 
''•'•^hop : Tlieodore drew it up." Wilfrid was declared the 
ler of this property for his natural life, and received per- 
3ion to name his heir to it, " post obittim cuicunque vohierit." 
10 document wishes peace to all who shall read and add 
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their sanction to it. It was indorsed by Bishop Wilfrid, with 
most grateful good wishes to the primate Theodore. 

lu tlie year 956 a charter was granted by Eadwig, styling 
himself in it the Basileus of all Albion, and his obligations to 
the Divine bounty being proclaimed, he conveys very con- 
siderable property, sixty " niansas diversoruni locorum," to his 
most faithful Bishop Brithclm, and the monks placed at 
Chichester. The deed is closed with the usual awful denun- 
ciations in case of infraction. Bishop Brithelm's charter, 
A.D. 957, mentions alienations which had stripped the see of 
the South-Saxons, and the restitution of tenantries, wliich he 
prevailed on Eadwig to enforce, " in illis locis qui vocantur 
Selesey, Wystrynges, lechcnor, Bridham, Sideleshani, cum 
ahis vUlis cohEerentibus." It was liia earnest wish to have 
these and other manorial possessions restored " priatino cui 
pertinebant episcopatui, et pnifato monasterio ; ubi episcopalis 
Saxonum Australium habita sedes perpetuatur." The bishop 
here named is called "Selesey Pra:sul ;" and, iu the year 947, 
Wulfric, with the consent and in the presence of Eadred, his 
king and his queen Ediva, and the two archbishops, granted 
to Clu-ist's Church, at Canterbury, his own rightful land, 
called Peccinges, in Sussex, under the usual stipulations and 
exemptions. 

The forests and fastnesses of the South, the downs, and 
woods defended the newly-settled northnien from surrounding 
enemies. Long did they cherish heathenism, and resist all 
the invitations and influences of Christianity. The men of 
Sussex, last of all the Saxons, embraced the Gospel, and were 
principally famous for their unflinching bravery in their many 
campaigns with other races, which were by Milton compared 
with the strife of kites and crows. But certainly there were 
heroes in those days, when Offa drew dykes with his victorious 
sword, and bridled the restive mountaineers of Wales, and 
when the good Christian King Oswald fell iu a battle iu 
Shropshire, at Maserficld, at a jjarticular tree called Oswald's 
tree, abbreviated into the modem Oswestry ; and when 
Egbert's banner displayed the golden dragon on the royal 
standard of Wessex. The eai"th then felt the heavy tram)) 
of the Pij-imiSBf, the fight-smiths, who were said to hew iron 
hkc wool, who brandished clubs or niaccs. Tliesi; iloadly 
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weapons were bound and spiked with iron, and with one of 
these Tlirum, the Dane, in ])ity hastened the lingering dcatli 
of the expiring Archbishop Alphegc, in the sack of Kanrpajia- 
bupj, the city of the men of Kent. 

From the dark background of heathen Sussex the bright 
and lovely form of a very interesting character emerges to view, 
whose name is consigned to the imperishable page of history, 
whilst his spirit has, doubtless, enjoyed the celestial reward 
of faith. This royal personage was called by the name of 
Edilwalch, and his truly Christian consort by that of Eaba ; 
and both of them were swept away by the tide of war. King 
Edilwalch perished sword in hand, and fighting in mortal 
combat with the fierce CadwaUa, in the year G66 ; and the 
latter conquered the south after a most stubborn resistance of 
the natives, with the utmost difficulty. King Edilwalch's life 
had been adorned by the firuits of his faith. He had settled 
seven hides of land hi the iale of Selsea upon Wilfred, the 
apostle of the south, as a recompense for his having converted 
250 bondmen from a twofold captivity of mind and body. 
Wilfred was the most remarkable man in the Saxon age to 
which he belonged. We may conceive something of his 
exterior from the account left of his mode of dressing his 
consecrated head. He assumed the tonsure of St. Peter 
during his abode at Rome. 'Hie northern ecclesiastics were 
entirely divested of all their hair, with the exception of one 
large tuft at the back of the head. But the Roman mode 
consisted in shearing the hair so as to imitate, by a circular 
form, the crown of thorns on the head of Jesus. Accident at 
sea drove hhu from the coiirse to Northumberland which he 
was taking, and the storm cast him upon the shore of the 
heathen South-Saxons, whose high-priest invoked the wrath of 
his gods on Wilfred, who threw a atone and silenced him ; 
and after hard fighting he and his comrades made good their 
escape to Sandwich. Wilfred was very fortmiate on otiier 
occasions. He was presented with a copy of the four Gos- 
pels, penned in golden characters, upon pm-ple-coloured and 
omamentally-paiuted vellum, with a case composed of pure 
gold and precious gems, by King ^Ifwiue ; and, as was 

I stated, EdUwaloh enriched luiu with several hundred acres in 
Sussex, to which number seven hides amounted. This grant 
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was made to Wilfred ou his secoiid arrival at Sussex, at the 
invitation of the coiiverted Edilwalch, who is said to have 
become a Christian at the suggestion of Wulphcre, kiiig of 
Mercia. The praise of Wilfred is thus recorded by Matthew 
of Westminster: "On his return to Britain he cunverted 
Sussex from the darkness of idolatry to the faith of Christ," 

Henry of Huntingdon defines a hide as " terra uuius aratri 
cultiura; sufficiens per annum," — land suiiicient for the em- 
ployment of one plough tln-augh the year. The old Saxon 
word naSe contained at the survey of Domesday 120 acfes; 
but previously one hundred or fewer acres. 

After the mehmcholy and regretted fate of Edilwalch and 
his queen, jEthelwald, appointed as viceroy by the victorious 
Cadwalla, shared the same fate with his predecessor Edil- 
walch, being deprived of his sceptre and his life by the alder- 
. men of Sussex, Berchthun and EthUhun, who drove Cadwalla 
away to his own dominions. 

The island called Selsea is considered by the leametl Cam- 
den to have derived its name from the seals that resorted 
thither, But we are not inclined to accept this interpreta- 
tion when we can find a better. We find in the Saxon lan- 
guage that the word yel or j-ele means a mansion or seat ; and 
now there are two villages in Wiltshire retaining such an 
etymology, viz. Zeals and Silton. In Cadmon we read that 
settlers in foreign states, " onjmmoa |-ele j-etraa," began with 
estabUshing a settlement. Here jElla and Cisaa formed one ; 
afterwards a minster was constructed here. Selsea is very 
early connected with the settlements of the Teutonic victors, 
and with the establishment of Christianity, and its episcopal 
authority in the south of England. 

About the beginning of the ninth century, King Egbert, 
called the ffrst monarch of all England, and his royal son, 
Ethelwulph, gave to the ecclesiastics of South Mailings, in 
this county, possessions in land. Egbert had reduced Kent, 
and added it and Essex and Sussex and Surrey to his do- 
minions. " Ethelwuljih, his son," says the ' Saxon Chronicle," 
" took to the West-Saxon kingdom, and he gave to his son 
.^thelstane, Kent kingdom, and Essex kingdom, and Surry, and 
Sussex." Florence of Worecster says, " iEthelwuIph placed 
his son /Ethclstan, king over the men of Kent, Essex, Surry, 
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and Sussex." Matthew of Westminster calls i-Etliolstane 
the fifth son of ^thelwnlph ; this son signalised himself at 
first, and then disappears irom history, no one knowing what 
became of liim, but Whitaker conjectures that he reappears 
in the person of Saint Neot. Maimesbuiy says he knew not 
his end- We must distinguish between ^thelstane tlie son 
of ^thelwidpli and .\thelstanc the grandson of Alfred, and 
sou of Edward the Elder. If -^thelstane, the son of /Ethel- 
wulph did really turn monk, and lay aside the sreptre of the 
aoutli, he acted iu conformity witli the rehgious ideas of his 
age. To him we may apply the words which Asser, Alfi-ed's 
biographer, employs upon his own conduct, viz, that he 
devoted himself to those sacred spots in which he was imbued 
with leammg, and was " cromned," meanbig the monastic circle 
of tonsure on his head, such as Wilfred wore. About the 
year 851, .^thclstanc fought a sanguinary battle in Kent 
with the Danes, and vanquished theiu, which spectacle is sup- 
posed to have disgusted the sensibility of his mind. 

Asser informs us that the kingdom of West Saxony was 
always superior to the Eastern, that is, to Kssex, Kent, 
Surrey, and Sussex ; " nam occide?dalis pars Saxoiiice semper 
orieiifali principalior eat.' 

There is at Canterbury a charter made by King Bthel- 
wiil()h at Wilton, in which he gave Ealliere, who fought 
under Athelstau "fur requital of former services," the lordship 
of Lenhani in Kent. It is aflirmed, by trustworthy authors, 
that Ethclwulf, upon the conquest of South Wales, settled it, 
with the county of Sussex, upon his youngest son Alfred, but 
that the settlement was not to take efiect till after the death 
of his eldest brotlicr Athelstau. This prince died, or disap- 
peared within a monastery, in a. d, 852. Alfred was in pos- 
session of this royal inheritance a yeai' before his first voyage 
to Rome. Ethelwulph foresaw the valour and virtues of 
Alfred, who was all his life engaged in rooting out the fierce 
Danes. 

About this period it was decreed that the priests at matins 
should say the mass made for protection against the Pagans 
every day ; and that, at all the canonical hours of prayer, the 
whole congregation should prostrate themselves upon the 
gromid, and sing tite psalm, " Domine quid multipUcati sunt ?" 
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and the collect ngainst the Pagau invasion ; that this should 
be done eis long as the calamity continued. 

A munificent patron to Christian institutions was King 
Athelstanc, the son of Edward the Elder, and grandson of the 
great Alfred. Athelstanc signifies the "gem" or "most noble," 
as the superlative degree of telSel, noble ; he was a generous 
supporter of the Benedictme abbey at Malmsbury, so called 
from COaibulp, or Maidulfes-bury, and there the body of 
Athelatane reposed. The noble Athelstanc gave Tarrings, in 
this county, to the fraternity of Watfingswerks, and a vassal 
of the Mercian Offa, BerLtwald, duke of Sussex, with the 
consent of the king, settled on the foreign abbey of St. Denis, 
the church of Rotherfield, and the havens of Hastings and 
Pevensea : instead of a king, we here find a duke presiding 
over the South Saxons. 

The laws of Ethelbert and Witred, kings of Kent, were 
very stringent in preserving the peace of the church. We 
read, CDynjTejiej- y]irli ii jylhe .'. If nuarrels and contentions 
arose within a church, a double fine was imposed, according 
to the rank and dignity of the edifice. Witred made a 
statute, that the violation of the peace in a chiuch should 
incur the penalty of fifty shillings. In the laws of Ethehcd, 
the violation of ecclesiastical peace was fined as heavily as 
violence to the king's person. Amongst the Australes 
Saxones, any individual who fought within a church forfeited 
all his possessions, and it was in the king's option to take or 
to spare the offender's life ; but miuder committed within the 
church walls could not be expiated. The same remark 
applies to the peace of a monastery. These enactments were 
enforced generally throughout the south of Britain, and in 
other parts. 

In an early period of Anglo-Saxon history, several kings 
and nobles with their consorts passed from scenes of war and 
pageantry to adopt the cowl, and tonsure, and veil. This 
resolution in the great recluses was the origin of many a 
sumptuous minster, of nunneries, of glittering high altars, 
which invited the rapacious hands of the sacrilegious Danes. 
Ina fled the court to erect the abbey at Glastonbury ; his 
Queen Ethell>urga ended her days us abbess of Barking. 
Cuthburga, Ina's sister, in 713, quitted her husband, king of 
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Northumbria, and erected Wimbum nunnery, where Etlielred 
the First was entombed. Ethelstane granted Ihe rank of 
thane to any land-owner who built a church for the use of 
his tenants, and confirmed this law at a Witena- Gemot. 
Many sumptuous churches were erected in this county, espe- 
cially at Selsea, and Bosenliam, and at Chichester, but 
generally, the Saxon chiuches were built of timber ; cathe- 
drals and abbeys were dignified by the use of stone. 

It is an interesting calculation, to compare the value of 
books or rather manuscripts, with that of landed property. 
In the ninth century, an English bishop was obliged to make 
five joiuTieys to Rome, principally to purchase books, for one 
of which Alfred gave him an estate of eight hides of land, or 
as much land as eight ploughs could till. King Athelstanc's 
books, or vellum manuscripts, were preserved at BaSan or 
Bath, up to the Reformation. Two of his MSS, are in the 
British Museum. The Gospels, ujion which the Saxon kings 
are believed to have taken the coronation oath is one of them. 
They were crowned upon a wooden stage in the public mar- 
ket-place of Kingston, Cynsej-.rnn, on the Thames ; and so 
late as the close of the last century, there remained an ancient 
chapel, containing effigies in stone of the celebrated latter 
Anglo-Saxon monarchs. 

The vocal church service was first introduced by the Roman 
ecclesiastics into Kent, and soon spread into Sussex, but it 
was improved in the northern parts of England. Immense 
importance was attached to the church-chanting system, so 
much indeed, that the arrival of a singing-master or chanter 
from Rome was looked upon as jin event not second in im- 
portance to a victory, and as a triumph over heathen and 
ibarbarous rites, achieved by the Catholic faith. Through the 
[Christian ascendancy in Saxon England, noble and pious 
women gave alms to the poor, portioned out orphan girls in 
marriage, and condescended to many acts in imitation of the 
examples of the first saints of the Christian faith. But the 
most disastrous scenes were frequently displayed over the 
length and breadth of this land from the incessant visits 
of ruthless banditti from the north of Eiu-ope. The Saxon 
monarch could not live quietly in his chair, nor the archbishop 
L in peace in any part of his diocese. A labourer could not 



I 







78 THE FIRST AND LAST DATS 



u!waj8 walk in security over his possessions, or count witli 
wrtainty on the produce of his corn-fields. The hnron and 
his knight left their families unprotected, a prey to lawless 
violence ; nor was even the sanctuary of the monk, or the cell 
of the nun respected. The isle of Thanct, the Wight, the 
shores of Kent, and the whole length of Sussex dreadfully 
suffered from the descents of the Danes. Such freebooters 
aa Hardrada often unfurled the war-banner, or Landeyda, 
which meant the " destruction of the country," when his 
followers on bended knees and with erected spears awaited 
the attack of the defenders of this country. The monasteries 
especially felt the destroyer's hand. Whole pages might be 
filled with painful recitals of most barbarous warfare over the 
downs and weald of Sussex, and many an earth-mound is 
now visible on the mossy hills, under which the Dane, or 
Saxon, or Briton, was consigned to a prematiu-e sepulchre. 
Kings and warriors were deposited on the spot where they 
fell. On the tumulus of King Gorm in Jutland, the following 
Runic inscription is still found, and thus records his conver* 
sion to Christianity : — 

"King Gorm nuBcd ihis barrow after (iu memory of) his queen Tli;i«,i 
DsDiD arks-bod (the iuprovui of Denmark.) King Harold bade make this 
barrow for Ma father Gorm and his mother Thjre, the same Harold who con- 
imcred all Denmark and Norway, and embraced Christianity." 

It has been a subject for wonder with many, why Sussex 
was BO long resolutely opposed to the reception of the Christian 
faith : Sussex did not embrace Christianity till after several 
states had professed it. But here we must premise, in the solu- 
tion of this question, that when a state, as Kent, for instance, 
received the Christian religion, it is not to be believed, that all 
the men of Kent at once became obedient to the faith ; we 
know that Bertha, the queen, and that Ethelberht, the king of 
Kent, did yield to the force of truth, and that several thanes, 
citizens, and humble persons, cast away their idols, and the 
whole system of heathenism. But we arc told that thousands 
continued in unbelief, and that whole districts remained under 
the power of error. Let us consider the position of Sussex ; 
this county was separated from the Christian Britons by Surrey 
and Wessex, and the Britons were therefore cut off from 
communication with Sussex, and disabled from spreading 
their Christianity in the south. Long wars also embittered the 
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two races ; and froze any zealous feeling tliat miglit have been 
excited by the Gospel, in the minds of the persecuted Britons, 
to evaiigclizc these Pagans. Besides, in those days, states had 
very little coniraiuiication with each other ; and when one 
received the Gospel, its neighboiu-s were incensed against its 
proceedings, and rushed into hostilities. When the faith did 
spread in Wessex and Mercia, it had to pass through their 
limits to reach the south, and there were doubtless other 
causes, now unknown, to hinder the march of Truth. 

It is very certain, that, on the decease of several Christian 
Saxon princes, the successors restored the heathen worship, 
to which they had ever, remained wedded; and the profane 
multitude hailed the revived banner of the deified monarch of 
the Teutons. The worship of Thor again flourished, and the 
ritfis of Freia were restored. The conversion of any one of 
the petty states was not attended with marked consequences, 
because they were disconnected from one another, and because 
the general influence of the Bretwald prevented not apostacy 
from the true faith. However, in every cjise of this sort, 
Christianity ever contrived to preserve from total destruction 
somewhere iu each province an altar and an asylum for its 
children. Lewina, the carhest Christian lady in Sussex, has 
not been forgotten in the lapse of ages ; after she fell a sacrifice 
to the cruelty of the Pagans, her bones were long preserved 
at Scaford,' in high honour as a virgin martyr, and her memory 
was canonised by papal authority. There was a tradition 
that St. Ncot's bones wore brought to Croyland by Lewina 
for fear of the Danes, but Whitakcr is incUned to give it Uttle 
credit. Many historical events connected with Sussex, and 
even the name of Lewes does not occur in the old ' Saxon 
Chronicle,' to which WiUiam of Malmsbury refers in the pro- 
togue to his celebrated work, and thus describes : " There 
are certainly most ancient memorials here and there scattered 
through the yeai's of flie Christian era, after the manner of 
elironiclers and vernacular language," 

In the reign of the second Etheh'ed about the year 993, 
the encroachments of the Danes reached their term ; they 
were repelled from the southern provinces. In the year 994, 
on the nativity of Mary, the Norwegian Olave, with the Danish 
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Swc3Tie, sailed to the port of London with a great navy and 
attacked Billingsgate: but the citizens forced the pirates to 
retire, and ascribed their victorious resistance to tlie powerful 
arm of the Holy Virgin. These vi-kings directed their next 
assaults against the coasts of Essex, Kent, Sussex, and Hamp- 
shire, which were wasted with fire, sword, and utter destruc- 
tion. The barbarians got possession of all the horses witliin 
their reach, and extended their depredations into the heart of 
the country; the terrified Ethelred made terras with tlie 
Danes for £16,000, which purchased the repose of the south, 
to the impoverishment of the Saxon population. But the 
provinces of Kent, Sussex, and the Isle of Wight, and 
Southampton, were soon visited by fresh swarms of invaders 
from the north, who reached the Mcdway and Rochester ; in 
vain the men of Kent and Sussex rushed to oppose the 
focmen ; they were overpowered, and the Danes seized their 
horses and ravaged Kent and Sussex to the boundary of the 
west, whilst they sung in honour of Odin and Thor, Regnar 
Logbrog, and Hasting, their triiunphant hymn. In the mid- 
summer of the year 1006, Sweyne landed once more with a 
numerous fleet at Sandwich, then one of the most considerable 
havens of England ; at the approach of Ethelrcd, the enemy 
withdrew to the Isle of Wight; and in the autumn and 
winter did immense mischief in the west of Britain. Sweyne 
then received £36,000 in silver, as a bribe to forbear from plun- 
der. We must now qiut the scenes of violence in which Danes 
played the foremost part, for others in which they were almost 
rivalled by native Saxons ; but first we must not pass over in 
silence the name of a Danish vi-king, who communicated his 
own to Hastings. When in the year 891, Gutlimn and 
many of his heathen retainers were willing to be baptised and 
to submit to the sway of the victorious Alfred, the recusant 
party under the banner of Hastings passed the ocean to the 
sorrow of the unhappy shores they visited. Tlie fugitives tore 
from the graves many bodies of holy men, which their friends 
had not removed, with the costly shrines that contained them, 
though many remains of the dead were hidden in places far from 
the sacrilegious hands. Though they were expelled from East- 
Auglia by Edward the Elder in 918, yet they or others of 
their nation visited this island again. Our attention must 
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again be fixed upon the south of England, and at the two 
extremities of this county ; but we will first quote one extract 
from William of Malmsbury, who says : — 

" The Kpntiah kings reigned properlj iu Kent ; the kings of Wessex ruled 
over Wiltshire, Berkshire, >uid DorseUhire ; uud iii Susses, which for a ehart 
period bod its own king ; and tlie qiiscopal sent of this province was anciently 
in Selaea, which is an island surrounded liy the eea, us liede deacrihes, where 
also the hiessed Wilfrid erected a monusterj; the hiabop now resides ai 
Chiohcater." 

The history of the kingdom of Sussex, is not well autheu- 
tieated ; it appears sometimes to have been tributary to Kent, 
and at others to Wessex, to which it was finally united by 
Ecgberht, a.d, 824; and under the year 839, Malmsbury 
writes :— 

" Ethelwulph, called also Alhulph. contented with the ancient crown of 
Wessex, niude over to liis sou, Athebtane, the rest of hia father'a conquests 
for an appanage, of whose end and the time it took place there is nothing 
known for certain." 

The mighty 0& obtained leavt; from Pope Adrian to erect 
Lichfield into an archiepiscopal see; but four bishops still 
were subordinated to the pmlate of Canterbury, viz,, the 
diocesans of Loudon, Winton, Rochester, and Selsey. 

The lists of the Saxon kings of Kent, Mercia, Wessex, 
Northumbritt, Essex, and Sussex, are preserved, but in the 
last kingdom only five are enumerated, Ella, Cissa, jEthelwald, 
Berthun, Aldhun. The kingdom of the South Saxons was 
given tip by the last regent to the dominion of Wessex. 

Though we find not Lewes named in the ' Saxon Chronicle,' 
yet we read of it in an Anglo-Saxon Charter, respecting a 
female named Eadgiva, dated about the year OQi ; her father 
possessed land in Kent ; after his death, which happened at 
Holme m battle, disputes arose with his creditor, Goda. 
King yEthelstan was appealed to, to decide the cause. The 
docimient says, " -\ ^ij- paj- jebon on .^Reliraiic]- kyumcjej- 
jepitniyye, -j Lij- pycena ac l>amme pS Liepe,"- — " and this Was 
performed in the presence of King Athelstane and his parlia- 
ment at Hara, near Lewes." She became a benefactress to 
Christ's Church, at Canterbury, and laid her presents with 
her own haud on the high altar there. 
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Three localities in Sussex especially draw our attention — 
old Bosenham, venerable Pevensea, and far-famed Hastings ; 
and three prominent characters — Wulphiioth, Godwine, and 
Harold, grandfather, father, and snn. 

This VVulphnotb spread disaffection and mutiny into the 
royal navy, and with forty ships he ravaged the southern 
coast, and outdancd the very Danes in his plundering assaults ; 
he did immense mischief by defeating and destroying the royal 
armament despatched against him. 

We may introduce here some notice of the navy of England ; 
the first fleet of gaUeya, like those of the Danes, was built 
by Alfred, a.d. 897. The number of galleys increased 
under Edgar to 350, about 965. A formidable fleet was 
equipped by the public contribution of every town in 
England, in the reign of Ethelred the Second in a.d. 1007. 
Wulphnoth was caUed Eilb ^one 8u^-8eaxscian, the child 
of Sussex — child is interpreted " pucr nobilis," minister, 
heir, and thane. This earl of Sussex had busy enemies 
at the court, and perhaps he deserved to have the royal 
displeasure directed against him ; he sought instant safety 
in flight, and he continued till his last day a successful 
foe against his royal master. His father Athelm had a 
brother named Brithric, the implacable foe of his nephew 
Wulphnoth. Thus Wulphnoth lived the Ufe of a vi-king ; his 
uncle sailed with eighty ships to reduce him to subjection, 
but the naval armament perished amongst the fatal rocks by 
the violence of the winds ; some were burnt by Wulphnoth, 
and very few returned to London. Poor Ethelred is described 
as quite unable to exert himself, with folded arms, and in- 
dulging in vain complaints. He was haunted by the spectre of 
his murdered brother Edward. ^^Exni/itabant ilium umbnB 
frateriue, diras eangeitfes inferias," are the grapliic phrases of 
Malmsbury. It was of no use to levy troops and arm vessels 
either against Danes or Wulphnoth. The army was cither 
without its prince, or its prince was no soldier ; it convened 
but slowly, and separated in a moment. Wulphnoth quenched 
the hopes of all England. The Saxon Chronicler says, " all 
these disasters, unjejaelSa, came upon us from evil counsels, 
fiuph unjiiebe]-." The dreadful storming of the city of Canter- 
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bury, and the murder of Archbishop Alphcge, crowned tlie 
misfortunes of the Saxons. 

Godwine, son of Wulphnoth, inherited his father's earldom,, 
and hia father's restless disposition. When in the prime of 
life, he sought military reputation beneath the banners of the 
Swedish monarch Cnut, and was ever called in old deeds 
Godwine miles. In the year 102S King Cnut took Norway 
from King Olave, owing much to the arm of Godwine and 
the British legion. After his return to England Godwine fell 
into suspicion of being accessory to the death of Alfred, son 
of Ethelred. He was challenged to clear himself "ad saora- 
mentuin purgat'wuis'' The ' Saxon Chronicle ' makes no 
mention of this event, but two manuscripts record it. Though 
he raised the Confessor to the thi-one, yet he lost his favour. 
As his father had done before him, Godwine consulted safety 
in flight; and he retired from his own laud to Bruges, in 
Flanders. 

To add to the domestic troubles of the nation, the Anglo- 
Saxon inhabitants of town and country were always obliged 
to stand upon the watch, with sword in hand, for fear of inva- 
sion and attaek from the Danes. On every hide of laud a 
tax was laid throughout the country to pay one shiUing for the 
enlistment and the payment of the ppb, or anned troops to 
repel the fierce intruders. This tax was the too well known 
Danegeld. Great disturbances attended its collection. Wor- 
cester was set on fire, a.d. 1041, by Hardy-Cnut, because 
the citizens slew his huscarles, or household retainers, that 
collected tribute. The fugitive Godwine was proclaimed an 
outlaw, or pulfe|-heaj;ot>, a wolf's head, a price being set on 
Godwinc's head. 

The mention of wolves and boars reminds us of those days 
when our forefathers were in dread of these nuisances ; when 
a northern haunt of boars received the name of Eojijiojipic, 
now contracted into the modern York. Wolves lent their 
odious name to the month of January, or pulf:e|-inonaS, when 
those creatures were most famished and fiercest. Two wooden 
wolves' heads still remain near Glastonbury on an ancient 
house, where, at Eadgerley, King Eadger lived and received 
annually his tax from the Welsh in 30U heads. 

Godwine's earldom extended over Sussex and other parts ; 
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Mb son Harold governed East Aiiglia and Essex ; his son 
Swcyne ruled over the north of Wessex. His daughter, Ead- 
gitba, had received thu promise of the royal hand, and was 
raised to the rank of queen, but never fully possessed the 
affections of the Confessor. He was recommended to sepa- 
rati! from her ; and he dismissed her, shorn of all her honours, 
witli only a single female attendant, to the nunnery of Wher-- 
wtill, and to his sister. I 

Till! banishment of Godwine involved too many interests to 
bcronie lasting; a triumphant return was in preparation for 
tln! exiled carl. He came soiUng back from Nieuport and 
I'lanilers towards the white chfl's of Albion. Here he found 
his Ki'Utish nicu still true fo hiui. The mariners of Hastings, 
III) the men of Sussex, Siu-rey, and Essex declared their deter- 
iiiiniitiun of living and dying at bis side. Edward's vessels. 
Hunt out to oppose Godwine's landing, were dispersed by a 
Htonn, and driven back to Sandwich. The earl now sought 
provisions in the Wight and Portland Isle, was joined by his 
Hon Harold, and both boldly advanced to London in defiance 
of the king, just one year after his outlawry. There were very 
many in Edward's service who had relations, sons, and friends 
enlisted in the ranks of Godwine, out of Kent, Sussex, and 
those parts, and they refused to shed the blood of these rebels ; 
and five delegates from each side, representing the king and 
Godwine, took the greatest pains to promote goodwill and 
neace. This couocU led to the restoration of the earl and all 
Ilia sons, with the exception of Swcyne. Matthew of West- 
minster records the violent and unseemly behaviour of God- 
wine's sons in the presence of the Confessor at the royal table. 
The scene took place at Pynblefhopa, that is, ' windinff-shore' 
contracted into the present Windsor. The body-guards were 
obliged to rush in and separate the struggling, unnatural 
combatants. What a state of manners does this one history 
unfold ! 

In the year 1053 the death of Godwine was regarded as a 
national loss, after public peace had been restored. He was 
taken with his death-stroke at the royal table, and expired in 
five days. Alt through his reign, the passive piety of the Con- 
fessor was no match for the violence of the times. Godwine's 
insurrection led to little effusion of blood, but it distracted 
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and laid bare the bosom of Britain to the Norman Bwordsman. 
The liistorian Lappenberg observes : " Long had the need 
been felt of an able leader. So soon had the times vanished, 
in which a descendant of Woden felt but one single shame — 
that of dying on a bed." The Confessor, in bis heart, 
never forgave Earl Godwine the supposed share taken by 
the latter at Guildford, in 1030, in the betrayal of Alfred, 
Ethelred'a eldest sou, to Harold, who cruelly blinded and 
imprisoned him ; and for which act, long after, the Confessor 
upbraided the earl, when sitting at the royal table, just before 
his end. 

The following scene describes the last banquet of Godwine, 
and is taken from Elfric's Saxon Chronicle. 

" Sier he mib iSam cynmje sec jepeopbe. Ba psepinja fah he 
nj^p. piS 5re|- porj-etelej- ippasce benumen. -J enlpe hij' mihce. -} 
hine man 5a bpa^h inro Btep cyninjej- bujie -j Sohcon 15e hir 
opepjan rceolbe. ac hir nsej' na yya. ac Sujih punobe ppH unpppe- 
cenbe ~} mihte leaj- popS aS 5one Bunpephsej -j Sa hip hp alec ! • " 

" He was seated at dinner with the king, when he soon sunk down from 
his seat speechless and quite powerleaa, and he was carried into the king's 

erifate chamber, and it was supposed all would end well, Eut it was not so : 
ut he still continued thus deprived of speech and strength till the following 
Thursdoy and then he expired." 

In early life Godwine married Cnut's sister ; but then- son 
met an early fate. His grandfather gave him a spirited horse ; 
the young rider pretended to manage the creature, but it ran 
away with the stripling, and sunk with him into the Thames. 
His mother was killed by lightning, and her end was deemed 
a judgment, for her traffic and exportation of EngUsh slaves 
to Denmark, of beautiful girls, whose value would add to her 
coiTers. Godwine's second wife, whose name was Gytha, 
presented him witli sons, named Harold, Sweync, Tostig, 
Wulphnoth, Gurth, and Leofvrine. Wulphnoth was long a 
hostage in Normandy to answer for Godwine's behaviour, and 
died of old age a prisoner at Sahsbury in William's reign. 
Sweyne was disobedient to Godwine, and his brother Harold, 
and by his acts of piracy brought disgrace upon his family ; 
■ he went on a pilgrimage of repentance to Jerusalem, for his 
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sins, and the abduction of Eadgiva, abbess of Leominster, j 
and fell by the hands of the Saracens. The Confessor made 
Tostig, carl of Northumberland, but eventQallv he was out- 
lawed by his thanes. His bmther, Harold, at tirst tried to 
reinstate him in his post, but became con^niiced of the ne- 
cessity of giving up his cause, when Tostig, his wife, and 
children retired into Flanders. Gurth was elmn at the conflict 
near Hastings. 

Long before the fair-haired Harolds visited this island, 
stood, near the ancient Portus Anderida, the bulwarks of 
Pevensea, under which Godwine drew up two royal vessels, 
and forty-two ships of the landsmen, in rough weather, iu the 
year 1046, just twenty years before the invasion of the Con- 
queror, How changed is all at Pevensea in the present hour ! 
when we look at the sinking walls, the unroofed keep, and 
the debris of Roman, Saxon, and Norman masoiir)-. and stand 
over the original British foundations. The castk- of Spei*De|ea, 
as it is once spelled in the 'Saxon Chronicle,' was ever the 
asylum of the unfortunate and refractory barons and bishops 
in bygone days. In the reign of William Rufiis, Odo, the 
half-brother of the Conqueror, and bishop of Baieux, fled from 
the vengeance of the king to Pevensea. He was here besieged 
for six weeks, and Odo was forced to make terms with the 
besiegers from sheer want of victuals. Brompton the chro- 
nicler gives an account of the ruse of the archbishop, which^ 
he calls "Odojiis Episcopi asfufiaiH." He oflFered the full 
surrender of his own person, and promised to give up the 
fortress of Rojref-ceajrep, Rochester, and requested to be taken 
in charge by the royal troopers. But the wily chim^hman had 
given notice to his friends at Rochester, and contrived to fall 
into thuir hands with his conductors, and both the bishop and 
his guards were safely lodged in the fastness of Rochester, until 
the king, by making an extraordinary levy of troops, took the 
coatle, and compelled the captive ecclesiastic to depart upon 
his foreign traveb. It is no unconnnon spectacle to behold, 
on the page of Saxon history, bishops and priests sallying forth, 
armed cap-a-pie, to the bnmt of war ; many of the clergy 
indeed foUowcd the camp, and ministered prayers and holy 
rites to the warriors, before they rushed to the encounter ; and 
aftp- ■* was terminated, biu-ied the slain with the ceremonies 
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appointed by the ancient church, but took no part in the work 
of slaughter. Some of the highest however, as well as of the 
inferior clergy, fought like perfect Cids and Scanderbega. 
Thus, the said Odo quite rivalled any of the Norman fighters 
on the decisive day near Hastings ; bishops and priests in 
those days sometimes forgot their proper calling and character. 
Thus Leofgar, bishop of Hereford, and a true foreiimner of 
the military knights errant of the middle ages, quitted the 
altar and crosier for the sword, spear, and shield in the year 
1056 ; but he fell at Glastonbury viith the rest of his clerical 
fellow -soldiers, Here we may introduce also the name of 
Harold's priest, Godric, from Elfric's Chronicle, " Se ).-ojd' 
hif cptfman -j hif lipobe h\y jajrlican jreepna -j penj co hij' r aye 
•J to hif j-peopbe .■," He forsook his chrysm and his rood, 
his spiritual arms ; and grasped his spear and sword. He 
also perished fighting by the side of Harold, against the 
Welsh under their King Griffin. 

The name of Pevensea occurs under the year 1101, when 
the royal Henry- became apprehensive of an invasion from 
Robert, duke of Normandy, his brother. Pevensea was the 
place of rendezvous for the royal forces, which were assembled 
here in midsummer ; but Portsmouth was the point where 
the war was carried on and amicably terminated. Throughout 
the reign of the race of Cerdic, Pevensea had often offered a 
shelter to Sweyne, Godwine, Wulphuoth, and indeed to the 
domestic and rebellious subjects of the Saxon crown, as well 
as to the pirates and Danish vi-kings commanding the 
channel. 

We now quit the east for the west of Sussex, and the most 

I interesting spot, as connected with the last days of the Saxon 
rule in this county, is that of old Bosenham, now contracted 
mto Bosham, or the manor of Bosa. Very early m Saxon 
times Bosenham was distinguished for its ecclesiastical impor- 
tance and affluence. Herbert de Bosham, the friend of 
Thomas a Becket, was bom here ; and there was an arch- 
bishop of York called Bosa. In the reign of the Confessor 
the benefice of Bosenham possessed 112 hides of land; but 
one hide, a half-hide, or from 60 to 600 acres, according to 
the parochial extent, usually formed the amount of the 



L 



8B THE FIRST AND LAST DAIS 

support of a church. This was a very rich piece of prefw- 
ment, and led to fretjuent Utigatious, In the year 1046, 
Edward tiie Confessor ])ut out to sea for Saudwich, with 
a great naval armament, and Earl Sweyne arrived at Bosen- 
ham with seven vessels, and entered into a treaty with the 
king, in which the Confessor stipulated by promise to restore 
to the earl all the dignities and possessions which he had 
ever enjoyed. Harold was at this time driven out of the 
royal vessel previously under his command, and with his 
brother Tostig, arriving at Pevensea, was detained by contrary 
weather. Bosenhani was celebrated for its superior church, 
and is recorded in the far-famed Bayeux tapestry. How far it 
exactly portrays Bosenham church, we cannot say ; but there 
it stands, with nave, and tower, and adjuncts. In the modern 
Bosenham the church still contains a monument erected, ac- 
cording to tradition, to the memory of the daughter of King 
Canute, or for a child of the imfortunate Harold. In thai 
year 1059, seven years before his brief reign and violent end, 
we read of Harold's sojom'n at his farm in Bosenham. At 
this juncture he was induced to go out to sea in a pleasure- 
boat, but was imable to regain the British shore, and was 
carried away to the opposite coast by the violence of the 
winds. Harold had been at his farm. Why at his farm P 
With what kindly sentiments is associated that little old Saxon 
word peopm, or farm, and the hospitable wassail-bowl conse- 
crated to hospitality, called by the Saxons jebeopj-ape, literally 
fieership, as Cadmou describes it, in the beop-jvlap-beopna, 
beer-halls of chieftains. 

In the rude feasts of the Scandinavian Sweynes and t>apalh 
I^appajep, Harold the Fair-haired, the Saga-man recalled the 
memory of past events in prose narratives as the Skalds did 
in verse, before the national annals were committed to written 
documents, in their Pagan and early Christian state. A 
favorite hero of these romances was Harold "Blue-tooth;" 
a favorite ode was that of the heroic deeds and death of the 
Danish king, Ragnar Lodbrok, in England. These songs were 
sung at dawn of day before great battles, as was the case in 
the carousing camp of the Saxons before the fight at Battel. 

The days of old revive at the siglit of Hastings, still bearing 
the name of the arch-pinite. In the year 10(t(i, the blue- 
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eyed Confessor died in peace; Miilmsbury observes, that tlic 
progeny of the West-Saxons, which had reigned in Britain 
successively from Cerdic five hundred and seventy-one years, 
from Egbert two himdred and sixty-one, entirely ceased with 
the Confessor. An ancient record describes Earl Harold as 
"invading the throne of England at the feaat of the Epiphany 
in Lamfieth, where, without the sanction of the nobility, he 
placed the diadem on his brow with his own hand." But 
Harold's lucky star instantly turned pale, and was evidently 
sinking; but how very short and meagre, restrained appa- 
rently by fear of the Normans, is the account funiished in the 
' Saxon Chronicle ' of the most momentous event, that marked 
European history in the eleventh century. It is only this ; 
we give the Saxon words and the translation. 

" Eom pillelm eopl up sec I?e[xin5a|i on j-ce CTichaelej' msejT-e bsej.;} 
Hapolb com nopSan "] him pi5 5e}:eahr eaji |ian ]>e liij' tiepe come 
call. ^ ]jaep he |:eoll "] hij- tpiEsen jebpoSpa DJ71S ~\ Leo^-fine. anb 
Pillelm [Jij- lanb jeeobe." 

" Earl William landed at Hustings on St. Michael's Moss-day, and Harold 
came IVom the north and fought with him hcfore his whole army arrived ; and 
tliere he fell, and hia two brothers, Gurth and Leofwioe ; and William got the 
mastery over this country." 

lu the accounts of the invasion we read that the ship Mora, 
l)earing the future monarch, ominously protruded above the 
keel a youthful archer shooting with full-bent bow, to signify 
the work of Norman vengeance. Some days before the great 
battle, the country in the neighbourhood of Hastings was 
turned into a perfect desert, and a desert it remained for 
twenty years. This work of desti-uction is repeatedly alluded 
to in Domesday Book, and after the mention of several 
manors,^ that had once been the property of Godwine, Harold, 
and tlic countess Goda, the Confessor's sister, m each case it 
is added, "vastatum fuit." Two circumstances are copied 
here from trustworthy accounts : first, that the brave Saxons, 
before the Norman charge reached them, shouted IJalij hpobe : 
hali; cpuce: Micjlmj Xiohr. Holy rood ! holy cross ! Mighty 
God! — and secondly, that an unknown Saxon horseman rode 
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on every side through the battle-field opening the way of death, 
when a Incky sword-cut might have cast down the Norman 
chieftain, who rode triumphant over Harold's begrimed and 
stiffened corpse : this champion also foUowed to the other 
world his ill-fated master. 

The slaughter of the Saxon thanes, was followed by whole- 
sale confiscations and forfeitures : one hundred and eighteen 
manors, afterwards in Wilham's hands, once belonged to 
Harold, nine to Godwine, eighteen to Gheda, the mother of 
Harold. The kuigdom of the race of Cerdic was no more ; 
and Sussex, the cradle of the greatness of the house of 
Godwine, was its grave. Harold fell, in a melee, in which a 
bow drawn at venture propelled the arrow which decided the 
fate of nations, piercing through the casque into the brain of 
the brave. As long as Harold remained safe and alive, the 
victory waa doubtful and the event delayed. "Haroldi vita 
moram fecit," says the Chronicler. A Norman soldier cut 
through his leg as he was prostrate ; but WiUiam banished 
the cowardly assailant from his ranks ; William hunself, 
though all day exposed to a shower of missiles, lost not one 
drop of blood. Never more was Harold to wear his dia- 
dem ; that he had crowned himself, says Kcmbic, is an 
old story : but it is very certain that whatever he did, 
was done with the full consent of the Witena-Gemot, or 
Parliament . 

The priests in Normandy and Britain now stepped forward 

in churches and cathedrals to perform sepulchral rites over the 
slaiuj to chant the Dirige or Dirge, and the De profundis for 
the repose of their souls : at the great high altars a thousand 
lights cast a dim religious light over the biers of fallen 
greatness, and the incense wafted its fragrance over unconscious 
ashes. The priests, sympathizing with the sad survivors, 
hand in hand surrounded the opened tombs, singing alternate 
Misereres with the organ, and tlie deepest tower-bell over- 
powered the softly diminishing tones of the Requiem ; then 
all was hushed, and hghts extinguished. But for generations 
the worshippers were reminded of the slain at the sight of 
these words, "Orafepro ani?>ia." 

England reared Saxon heroes, Saxon mouarchs, saints, and 
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martyrs, The historian now asks, why then did not England's 
national tragedian present them on his pages? Was the bard 
a stranger to all Odin's children, to all Saxon sagas, minstrelsy, 
and traditions ? We believe Shakespeare was no stranger to 
these memorabilia. But where is St. Oswald, king and 
warrior, who fell fighting in defence of Christianity and liberty 
against Pcnda, and reposed at Bardney Abbey, gorgeoxisly 
enshrined with a banner of gold and purple suspended over 
his remains ? — where is St. Eadmund, king and martyr, holy 
in life, and brave in tortures to the deatli ? — what a subject 
for the tragic muse was Eadward the martyr, and Eadwig, and 
the resolute Alfred, the buckler of his country ! How many 
holy and brave Saxons scarcely hve in memory, whose blood 
still flows in our veins, whose fair featiu-es and hght locks 
have descended to their female descendants, and their sinewy 
frames to the present Normano-Saxon generation ! The 
English are the children of the conquered and the conquerors. 
The landing of Juhus Cresar was a great event in its day, 
and yet produced no such lasting results as the descent of 
WiUinm, which inspired the "Carmen dc bcUo Hjestingensi," 
improperly attributed to Lanfranc. But from the day of 
Hastings to this hour, the castle, now a perfect ruin, marks 
the spot chosen for the historic REejTmja-ceajreji, the residence 
of Rufus during the consecration of the abbey m 1094. 
Long afterwards, England teemed with battle-fields, with 
ruined castles, blood-stained battlements, the traitor's chains, 
and the misrule of men in armour. The hall and the dungeon, 
the revel and the scaffold, the dirge and the tournament, 
the dance and the litany, succeeded in turns. Havoc marked 

• the Conqueror's steps ! Malmsbiyy gives the following 
sketch : 
" Incited by diffcirent motives, both Normans and English have written of 
King William : the former have praised him to excess, alike extolling to the 
utmost his good and his bad actions ; while the latter, out of national hailed, 
have laden their conqueror with undeserved reproach. For my part, as the 

i blood of both people flows in my veins, I shall steer a middle eourse = where 
I am certified of his good deeds, I openly proclaim them ; his bad conduct I 
idiall touch upou sparingly, though not to conceal it." 
WiUiani is said to have been opposed to the lawless plun- 
dering acts of his soldiers, and to have issued orders to 
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restrain them, which they disobeyed. The last standard ever 
raised by the Saxons was dispatched by the Conqueror as a 
present to the Pontiff ; it represented a human figure in the 
attitude of combat, richly and tastefully bedecked with gold 
and jewels. While Harold's grave at Waltham, with the brief 
but touching inscription, " Hie jacet Harold infelix,'* was long 
visited by his Saxon brethren. 
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ON STREAT PLACE, 
THE ANCIENT MANSION OF THE D0BELL8. 

UY W. H. BLAiVUW, ESQ. 
intA lieo Lithographs, from Drawings by Miss FUsUmjk. 

r. 1850.) 



The name of Streat, applied to the loug, narrow parish 
I stretching from the South Downs into the Wcold, seems so 
forcibly to denote the passage of a Roman road {via strata) in 
this direction, that there is little doubt that the connexion of 
such a line with the general system of Roman roads in this 
district will be traced on any comprehensive survey of that 
subject. The ancient mansion of Streat Place is pleasantly 
situated on the summit of the first liill north of the downs, 
and necessarily enjoys a wide range of view over the surround- 
ing country. The manor, of which the venerable Jacobean 
dwelling is the representative, after passing through the 
famihes of Say, Fiennes, and Goring, was transferred by 
Sir George Fleetwood to Walter Dobell, Oct. 10. 1607 ; and 
he held his first manorial court on Nov. 6, that year (Burrell 
MS. 5684, p. 422). Walter Dobell bad obtained in 1G04 
from the illustrious Camden a confirmation of his coat of arms 
(sable, a hind passant between three beUs argent), and there 
is every reason to suppose that soon after his obtaining the 
property the present building was erected, as the general 
style of the architecture agrees well with that period, although 
'ihere was a previously existing building referred to in a grant 
rf Gregory, Lord Dacre, in 1562 as a "capital messuage or 
Fraanor-house lying in Streate." (Burrell MS. 5684, p. 294). 
Like so many other ancient mansions in Sussex, Streat Place 
faces east and west, the principal front, 86 feet long, being to 
the east, and retaining its wings, projecting 22 feet, and angular 
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There are no arms or initials about the house.and the whole al 
is solid and plain, fit for the residence of a gentleman nf luodci 
means in that age. A smaller door more to tlie north of 
front has been added in later times, but tiie priucipal entrance 
was by the central doorway, with some foliage in the s|)nndrel8 
simnounted with a pediment, which led into a large hall, now 
subdivided and converted into a kitchen. Some offices have 
been taken down at the back on the west side, where now ia 
seen externally the rude contrivance of working the jack by a 
rope with a heavy stone at the end, passing over a wheel. A 
high terrace walk, running east and west, bounded the Mount 
Garden on the south, w-ith an architectural summer-house, 
'file southern wall of the front court separated it from the 
churchyard, a vicinity to the church often occurring to ancient 
manor-houses, the convenience of which must have been still 
more prized in those days, when the roads of Sussex were so 
deep in mire, that they rather indicated the direction 
journey, than afforded any facilities for accomplishing it. 

In the church are two marble moniimentB of the Dol 
family ; and in the chancel a tablet records that a Mrs. Mi 
Cogger died in 1 7 65, "a Pattern of Pidy and Politeness. 

Among the valuable collection of Sussex drawings in the 
British Museum (Burrcll MS. 5G72, f. 9) is a coloured one 
of the principal front, much as it now remains " Streete 
Place, the ancient seat of the family of Dobell, S. H. Grimm, 
fecit 1785," and also an enlarged view of the central door- 
way. The front has been engraved in Clarke's ' Elizabethan 
Architecture.' 

The room on the first floor occupying the south wing of 
the front, appears to have been a study, if we may judge from 
the decoration of its oaken panels and cornice, with numerous 
Latin mottoes. It is about twenty feet square, with ono 
bay window to the east, and, as shown in the lithograph, 
exhibits its original panels divided by slender pilasters of 
carved work, which support a cornice along wliich numerous 
wise maxims and moral sentences are carved. The door is 
projected inwards by wainscot panels, near the north-west 
comer of the room, and the lithograph represents the general 
character of the decorations. Though age has now deranged 
the symmetry of the oaken panels, and some of tlie classic 
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and quaint Latin sentences have slipped out of their pkces, 
" remains i' 



yet 



there stUl r 



.bout it mucli of the i 



e aspect 



! genuine 
ot a calm, gentlemanly place ol study, Heginning from tbe 
south of the window, the cornice exhibits the foUo^viag words, 
all in capital letters — 

Deus ^ternitas afque principium ; a vacancy then occurs, 
formerly occupied, perhaps, by Qui /ion vetnt peccare cum . . . 
On a loose broken board in the cupboard : Ira ques tegitur 
uocet — ScBpe in magistrum scelera redierunt sua ; possibly an 
allusion to the Gunpowder Plot, then recent. Non annorum 
J caniciea est laadanda sed tnonim, is over the fireplace ; and 
next comes, Floffrantior mquo non debet dolor esse vtri nee 
vulnere major. The allusion of these last two to early excellence 
and the need of moderating grief, placed near the two smaU 
carved arches, each of which inclose the three ostrich feathers, 
with 5rf) fticn beneath, seem plainly to refer to the prema- 
ture death of Henry, prince of Wales, in ilia eighteenth year, 
and the date of that event, 1G12, may indicate the time when 
this room was fitted up. The next on the cornice is, Magis 
placet Deo humililas in malis qaain superbia in bonis. The 
door then intervenes, having on one side of the projection, 
Nil tcmere, on the other Nil limide, and in front Est quoddam 
' prodire tenus, and Rara in tenui facundia panno. On the 
Bide of the room opposite the fireplace appear, Sors arnma 
I versat — Ilabet aliquid ex iniquo omne magnum exempluni — 
Quod contra singulos utilitafe publico rependetur — Qua tua 
I »unt serva; and after a vacancy, Medde cuique sua — Qui nill 
' potest sperare desperet nihil — quam miserum eat nesctre niori; 
—and in the recess of the window, A Giove principium. 

Walter Dobell was probably a quiet, loyal man, fond of 
displaying his schoIarsHp under tbe reign of the royal Solo- 
mon, James I, and he was buried here Feb, 10th, 1625. 
But more stirring times soon came on, and his cavalier 
descendant is said by tradition to have contrived here 8 
hidden asylum during the civil wars, the entrance of which 
was up the great hall chimney, Tbe story is still current, 
that the seciuity of this refuge was on one emergency put to 
a wonderful proof, for a man on horseback, when hard 
pressed by the pursuit of the ParUamentary troopers, gal- 
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aftflrwards be discovered. We are not indeed obliged to 
believe all the details of this legend, but it needs little evidence 
to prove that some hiding-place had been contrived in the 
house to shelter a fugitive. Such retreats are found in many 
other old Sussex mansions, and, in the unhappy periods of 
religious strife, or of political tumult, were resorted to alter- 
nately by priest or puritan, roundhead or cavalier. The 
mystery of such asyluma was partially preserved down to 
more peact-ful times, and the imperfect knowledge of their 
existence may have been treasured up to facilitate smugglers, 
or, we may venture to add, those noisy ghosts, which were 
wont to haunt such houses. 

The estimation of Streat iu the eyes of the Dobell family 
was lowered in the seventeenth century, when they received 
the bequest of Folkington Place, near Hailshani, and to that 
situation they removed early in the eighteenth century, after 
which Streat is only referred to as a farm-house. The stately 
mansion of Folkington may be seen engraved in torn. I, 
pi. 67, of the 'Theatre de la Grande Bretagne, par L. Knyff 
et I. Kipp, 1724,' being selected, with Stanstead and Up 
Park, as the only representatives of Sussex in the five folio 
volumes. 

It was probably from the Thomas family, who had inter- 
married with the Springctts (for so the name is spelt on their 
tombs in Ringmer church), that the following curious double 
acrostic came into the possession of the Dobells aud their 
present heu-s. The occasion which called forth the laborious 
poetry of this ' epithalamie,' piously composed under the pre- 
vaiUng influence of the Protectorate, with only ouc passing 
allusion to profane H}™™, was the raaiTiage of Elizabeth, 
the second daughter of Sir Herbert Springett, created a baronet 
at the Restoration, of Broyle Place, in Ringmer, to John 
Whalley, Esquire (as his shore of the acrostic testifies), also of 
Ringmer. But the good wishes for the bride were unfortu- 
nately not fulfilled, for she died in ICGO, at the early age of 
twenty-two, followed in a few months by her father. The 
original, on vellum, with emblazoned heraldry, and illuminated 
vrith two flaming hearts beneath an ethereal crown, and the 
motto Dens corda coronaf, has something of the look of a 
valentine ; but as the name of the author, probably one of 
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family or a puritan minister, does not appear, it cannot be 
added to the brilliant bst of Sussex poets. 



An Epilhalamie, presented on. the names and nuptialla of the 
much honoured Cap. John WuALLEy, Esquire, and the 
right vertuoas lady, Eliza SraiNCATE, his most mdeared 
consort. 

DEUS COBDA CORONAT. 

Invoke no Muses, lett your wedding songs 

Express the worda of men and oiigcb' tongues ; 
Or let a Solomon the Song reherae, 

Lett Him heere turne the Canticles to verse. 
ITere is a subject fitls it, where theire love 

Imitates tlieirs that are in heaven above. 
Ifoe dull and earthly flame, but what divine 

Zeale kindles, not to Consume, but to refioe. 
Welcome fairc couple to the nuptiall tje, 

A tyc soe sacred that the Dcitie 
Had it in Eden first, and did it prize 

Beyound the chiefest flower in Paradise, 
And may the joyes and places where you are 

Eden's resemble, and with them Compare. 
I,ett her a Paradise seeme unto him, 

T" her may hee be as the Chembim. 
Xett Christ as hee at Cana nith you dyne, 

Haveing tum'd all your water into wyne, 
Yonr Borrowes into joyes, which nere shall cease. 

Still multiplj-ing as your dayes increase, 
£ncreese in issue, and may they too prove 

Pledges of yours, and also of Heaven's Love, 
So vertuous and so good, as for to liee 

Kight heirea of you and of Etemitie, 
Quelling all vice, and when the day shall come 

In which each one shall looke for his last doone, 
XTpon Christ's wedding-day, when the eighth sphcare 

Ifew tum'd te a Jiriilechamber shall appeare 
Inlightened with starrs, which all shall tiime 

Glorious Torches, and as Hymen's bume. 
Hais'd to this Bliss, may ye the Bridegroom's tJirone 

Attend, haveing your Wedding Garments on. 
Etheriall Wedding garments, such as bee 

Tlie rich white robes of Immortalilie. 

Etemoll thus shall bee your nuptiall bliss. 
Christ beeing at your Wedding, you at His. 
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It may be as well, after tliis pious cauticle, to mention that 
the families both of the bridegroom und the bride, were 
grievously iufected with dangerous principles. In the earliest 
list of officers of the army, who obeyed the parliamentary 
generals rather than the king, is " Edward WhaUey, comet in 
the 60th troop," and, as colonel he formed one of the high 
court of justice which brought King Charles I to the scaffold. 
" Herbert Springate, Esq., of the Broyle.," was, in April, 1643, 
appointed by the parliament one of the commissioners to con- 
fiscate the estates of his royaUst neighbours in Sussex. We 
must suppose that, by some recantation, he had appeased 
them, and had by some intrigues, earned his baronetcy from 
the restored monarch. 



The names of some of the Rectors of Streat are thus 
recorded : — 

A. D. 

William Loshmer . . . , . »t. 30, in 1E70 

John Tyllinghurat, tlie elder, Hector from 1 59,^ biuied 25th Mar. 1634 
James Iniaus ..... Hector in 1G33-4 

John TyUinghurat, the jonnger from 2!)th Sept. 1637 to 1670 

John Citizen ..... huried 2d Oct. 1721 

Adam Sixmith . from 4th Dec, 1721 to 10th Aug. 1734 

Edward Wilson ...... resigned 1736 

William Hampton. 1753 . . huried 17th Dee. 1759 

Richard Eridgcr, 20th Aug. 1760 . . resigned 1777 
Jonathun Morgan, 18th Feb. 1777. 
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Some extracts follow from the Account-Book of William 
Dobell Esq., who died June 16, 1752, set. 68; and, as pre- 
sei-ving the local prices of various articles in his time, may be 
interesting. 

MONEY'a DISBCKS'd. 

Feh. iBt, 1708-9 For letters and mails 

For pockett money , . . 

For wine and cspenses a sending for it 

Put into my pockett . . . . 

To Peter Marcliant, for a wigg 

For driving ray beasts to London 

To Goodman Clifton, for sixteen brewings and 

Put into my pockett 



(10 


OS 


on 


on 


02 


no 


II 


00 


Ofl 


01 


00 


(10 


o;i 


04 


06 


01 


01 


06 


01 


02 


00 


00 


OS 


00 



B 


1 8TBEAT PLAC!'.. 


1 


1 


Marck 1.1 . . 


Given Mr. Edwards for reading prayers . 


04 


OR on ^H 




Put into mj pockett .... 


01 


00 ^^H 


April 1st . . 


To Goodman Page, for 2 quarters of onta . . 


01 


04 flO ^H 


J.J, ^ ^ . 

December 3d 


Peter Marchant, for a new wigg, and altermg two 
Goodman Boys, for B load of straw 


04 


10 00 ^H 


01 


13 00 ^H 




Goody Balcombe, for 1 year's teaching school 




^^H 




due at Mich* . . . . 


03 00 00 ^^m 


Jan. lat, 1710-11 Given to the musioke 


01 


00 00 • 




For the excise of 40 quarters of Malt 


18 


03 00 




Given Mr. Edwordes, for reading prayers 


04 


00 08 




For a cow and calf . . . . 


04 


06 00 


July 5th . . 


To Mr. Courthope, for 1 galon of oyl, he bought 








forme 


00 


17 00 




For reaping 1 8 acres of wheat 


07 


00 00 


Sep.lTth, 1712-3 Peter Marehant, for fl wiRg 


03 


00 00 


Feiiruniy . . 


Two biiabells of apples to Jolin Watkyns 


00 


10 00 




To Peter Marchant, for a wigg . 


03 


00 00 




To Edward Peirce.for 8 bushells of nonsuch seed 


00 


14 00 


July. . . . 


Fee for venison 


01 


10 no 


November 14th 


To Will. Grayling, for 3 young hogs . 


01 


01 00 


December 13th 


Payd Thos. Fowler, for hia boys following my 








old sheep 18 weeks 
Payd Peter Marchant, for a short wigg, and 


01 


16 00 


January lat 








altering another 


03 


04 06 


Feb. 2d, U13-4 Payil Mr. Hernj Gibbs, 100 lbs. of hops . , 


05 


03 00 


April . . . 


Payd Mr. PUlbcud, for 28 lbs. of raiaons 


00 


09 00 


July Bth . . 


Bought two cows . . . 


07 


00 00 




Payd Mr. Skinner, for 1 9 ells and i of hoUand . 


07 


06 00 


Augnat . . , 


Payd Goodman Bankes, for 20 bnshells of wheat 


06 


10 00 




Pay dWooton, mowers for cutting 8 acres of grass 


00 


13 04 


Jmmaiy . . 


Payd Sir. Blownupp, for 3 marble chimney 








pieces and 2 fire hearths 


OS 17 00 ^^ 


Feb, 4th, 1714-5 For a gown and cap . . 


OB 


11 10 ^H 




Given Mr. Coppani, for letting me blood 


00 


05 00 ^H 


April . . . 


Payd Barrett, for looking after my docks, due 




^^H 




at Lady Day last . . . . 


00 


07 06 ^M 


March, 171 5-G 


Payd to Goodman Cooner, for mbetts 


02 


14 00 ^H 


Feb. 171G-17 . 


Payd French, of Milton Street, for 20 bushells 




^^H 




of peas .... 


03 


10 ^H 






02 


17 04 ^H 


1717-18 . 


Payd Thos. Buis, for 2 qrs. of peas . 


OS 


00 00 ^H 


May 3d . . 


Payd Thos. Polington, for 5 Aoz. port wine . 


03 


17 on ^H 


Apri]. 1718-19 


Payd for two shirts, for my blind gardiner 


00 


og 00 ^^1 


September . . 


Payd mv brother, for two lottery ticketto . 
Payd John Pierce, for a hat for my bUnd 


06 


02 06 ^H 




gardiner .... 


00 


04 10 ^H 


June 1719-20. 


Payd John Pierce in full, for meat and 3 qts. of 




^^^1 




soap 


13 


18 00 ^^1 


^_ December . . 


To Mrs. Elizabeth Edwards, for beef; 4 stone . 


01 


09 00 .^^1 


r 


Payd for a pilion and cloth . . . 


01 


03 00 ^H 





September 



STBEAT PLACE. 

For two pair of buckskin breeches . 03 10 00 

To Peter Marcrhant, for a short wigg . . 0* 04 00 

To John Pursgiove, for a pair of coach horses . 23 02 00 
Payd Mrs. Stanner, for a piece of satin and 

brooms . . . 03 09 00 

Payd Peter Marchant, for a wigg . . 04 04 00 

Payd John Pierce, in fiiU for meat . . 03 08 06 

To him a hill also for sheep and a pair of shoes 02 08 06 
Payd my wife a year's pin money due the 

10th July last . . . . 100 00 00 

To my wife, for tea . . . . 03 14 00 

To my wife, towards housekeeping . . 02 00 00 

Payd for 1 lb. of green tea . .00 18 00 



I'rom 1725 to 1741, there are various entries of payments 
for sheep. 

1725— 5j. Sd. a lamb, and 7«, 6d. for ymmg sheep, 

1726 — 5«. Brf. a lamb, and 8». Gd. for young slieep, 

1737— fij. Orf. a lamb, perlOO; 5h. a lamb, per score; 8s. for young sheep. 

1729 — 7»- id. a lamb, 10«. Srf. for yomig sheep. 

1730 — 7«. Orf. a lamb, 10s. for young sheep. 

1731 — fi«. Qd. a lamh, 7«. for young sheep. 

1732 — 6a. Orf. a lamb, per 100 ; on. lid. per score ; young sheep 8*. 6rf. 

for 80 ; Si. for a score. 
1733 — 5b. da. a lamb. It. 6</. young sbeep, per 100 ; 7». per score, 
1737—58. Gd. a lamb, per 100 ; 4». per score. 
1741 — Bi. 6rf. for stock lambs. 
1743— 6#. 6rf. each, for 220 lambs. 

ITiere are recorded in the accounts from 1737 to 1750 the 
botthng of sundry wines, such as French Clarett — Red 
Oporto wine — \Vhitc Oporto wine — Frontignac — Mountain. 

1732— PsydSirWalterParker.forhnlfanLogsheadof Clarrett 11 19 06 
Payd Mr. Nathaniel Troyton for 5 galls. 1 pint of 

Arrack . . . 03 12 00 

In the latter half of the 18th century the property of the 
Dobells passed, by marriage, into tlie family of Lane, in whose 
possession Streat Place remains, and is now occupied as a 
farm-house. By various members of the family of the present 
proprietor, many of the materials for the present notice have 
been kindly supplied. 
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To the works illustrating the charters and privileges of the 
Cinque Ports by former writers, particularly Samuel Jeakcs, 
a native of Rye, and W. Boys, many important additions 
have been contributed by the recent researches of Sir Harris 
Nicolas in his well authenticated History of the Navy, by 
Mr. Holloway as to Rye, and by our member, Mr. W. Currant 
Cooper, in his excellent History of Winchelsea. By the aid 
of such materials the antiquarian enquirer can trace with 
interest the scattered notices of the ships of the early inha- 
bitants of the English coast, the small beginnings of a mighty 
power, and, though surrounded by huge men-of-war and 
screw steamers, may look back without contempt on the skin- 
covered baskets in which the ancient Britons embarked, when 
it is seen that Caesar, the greatest general of his age, avowedly 
copied these coracles, in order to cross a river in (aaul. 

"IVTieti all the pasaages were blocked np by the enemy, and bridges could 
not be made, Ceeaar ordered his aoldiers to make vesgela of the kind, which 
his experience in Britain in former years had taught liim Keels and futtocks 
(carina; et stotiunina) were first made of slight material ; the rest of the hulk 
of the vessels, coiiatructed of wicker, was covered over with skins." (1, 54.) 

For many centuries the ports and creeks of our island were 
frequented by smaU open undecked vessels, their prows carved 
into a rude resemblance of men, lions, or serpents, with a 
square sail on a single mast, and crews to whom the contrivance 
of a rudder and the guidance of a compass were unknown. 
The long and narrow keels (ceols) under the Anglo-Saxons 
did not exceed fifty tons, and as well as the a;scs (which froni 
Ijeing built of ash probably gave name to the Ascoraanni 
pirates) were drawn up on shore without difficulty. Vessels 
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.,o£ a Jip"^i*i site \i[t^'i)WJt B^ Alfred in 697 to defend the 
'./^■•B^^frcdaaCfrum tRe northern aescs. 

" Thc}' were full nigh twice as long as the others ; some had sixty oars, 
and some had more; they were both swiftor and steadier and also higher." 
(Sax. Chron.) 

Two of the Danish tescs after a battle with these near the 
Isle of Wight " were so damaged that they could not row 
round the South Saxon laud, and were cast ashore, and the 
men hanged." 

In the tenth century tlie construction of sea-going vessels 
was expressly encouraged by the ancient laws of K. Edward 
and Guthrum. 

" If B merchant thrive so that he fared thrice orer the wide sea by his own 
cmft, thi'Q WHS he of thane-inght worthy." (P. 81.) 

It may be incidentally remarked, that this was not the only 
test of successful industry established by these laws, tlie free 
spirit of which may be considered to be in force to the present 
day. " Fully five hides of his own land, church and kitchen, 
bell-house and burh-gate-seat, and special duty in the king's 
halt " also entitkd a eeorl to rise in the social class. 

In 851 " Athclstan, who reigned over the South Saxons, 
and the ealdorinan Ealchere fought on shipboard, and slew a 
great number of the enemy (Danes) at Sandwich in Kent, and 
took nine ships and put the others to flight." (Sax. Chron.) 

Some years afterwards, in 894, the Danes were repidsed 
near Chichester by the South Saxons, who " took some of 
their ships." 

In 994 Sussex was so harassed by invasions, that the 
enemy, " who ivrought the utmost evil that ever any army 
could do, by burning and plundering and by man-slay- 
ing," was bought off by money, and in 998 the same 
cowardly expedient took place. " So soon as they should have 
joined battle, flight began," and the Danes " sat down in 
Wight, and got their food the while from Hampshire and from 
Sussex." (Sax. Chron.) This continued in 1001, when "nor 
any fleet by sea durst meet them, nor land force either, went 
they up ever so far." (Sax. Chron.) A treacherous massacre 
of the Danes in 1002 was resorted to, but cruelty could not 
give skill or courage, and after K. Etlielred in 1008 had 
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" commanded that ships should be speedily built throughout 
the English nation, that is, from 310 hides one vessel, and 
from eight hides a hehiiet and coat of mail," an order which 
gathered 800 vessels at Sandwich, being a greater number 
than ever before known, " still we had not the good fortune 
nor the worthiness, that the ship force could be of any use to 
this land, any more than it had oft before been." Inglorious 
indeed was the result of this great effort, for Widnoth, the 
South Saxon, father of Earl Godwin, %vith twenty ships 
" ravaged the south coast and wrought every kind of evil ;" 
while the superior navy of the king struggled in vain against 
the winds which wrecked, and the enemy who burned then: 
ships ; " then was it, as if all was hopeless, and the king went 
his way home, and the ealdorman, and the high-witan, and 
thus lightly left the ships." (Sax. Chron.) Again and again 
was Sussex overrun with impunity, so that in 1014 such 
degradation induced the comitry to resort to the strength of a 
foreign power, " and all the fleet then chose Cnut for king," 
(Sax. Chron.) to whom forty of king Ethelred's ships were 
betrayed the next year by Eadric the ealdorman. 

Amid such scenes of cowardice and treachery, how httle 
could it have been then foreseen that the navy of England 
would ever rise to an eminence justifying Lord Coke's ani- 
mated eulogy. 

" The king's navj- eiceeda all others in the world for three things, viii. 
beauty, strength, and snfely : for beauty, they arc so many royal palacCH ; for 
strength, so many moving castles and barbicans ; and for safety, they arc the 
most defensive walls of the reulm. Amongst the ships of other nations, they 
are like lions among silly beasts, or falcons among fearful fowle." (4 Inst.) 

It seems strange to find in these disgraceful days of the 

Anglo-Saxon shipping, the pomp of decoration studied, and to 

read of the vessel given by Earl Godwin to K. Ilardicanute, 

probably reserved for his royal use ; its prow was gilded, and 

each of the eighty crew wore two golden armlets of 16 oz. 

each, with their helmets, swords, battle-axes, and shields also 

_ studded with gold. (Flor. Wore. a.d. 1048".) 

^L About this time the regular force kept up and paid for by 

^M taxation seems to have been sixteen ships, paying eight marcs 

^1 to each rower. The Confessor took a personal interest about 

^B the navy ; " Khig Edwai^d and the earls went with their ships," 
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(Sax. Chron.) and their fleet lay prepared at Sandwich, in 1049, 
in readiness to assist the emperor in l-landers. This gave 
opportunity for the Earl Swein's cruel stratagem against his 
cousin Beom, decoying him away from his father Godwin at 
Pevensey, under pretence of joining the king at Sandwich, 
instead of which he hurried him away to Bosham, and from 
thence carried him off to Dartmouth, wliere he murdered him. 
"A little before that, the men of Hastings and thereabouts 
fought two of his (Swein's) ships with their sliips, and slew 
all the men, and brought the ships to Sandwich to the king," 
who discharged nine ships from pay. The unsettled allegiance 
of the fleet was again displayed at Bosham in 1051, when 
Godwin and Swein there " shoved out their ships, and betook 
themselves beyond sea." And when Godwin, on his return 
in 1052, "enticed to him all the men of Kent, and all the 
butse-karls' from Hastings and everywhere there by the sea- 
coast, and all the cast end, and Sussex and Surry, tyid much 
else in addition thereto, they all declared that they with him 
would live and die." (Sax. Chron.) His son, Harold, might 
perhaps have used the personal and local influence of his 
family with advantage at sea, had he not unluckily dismissed 
his fleet assembled on these coasts to resist the Norman 
invasion, a fortniglit before it actually took place, thinking the 
season then too far advanced. In the Baycux tapestry we 
can still see the small Norman vessels of the invader drawn 
up near the shore, with their one mast lowered towards the 
prow, and tlie liorses leaping over the gunwhales. 

That towns not only on the coast, but those inland, as 
Oxford, Leicester, Worcester, &c., were legally liable to 
funiish the king with ships before the Conquest, is proved by 
Domesday. In Lewea 20s. were collected to pay the crews 
" if the king wished to send an armament to guard the seas, 
without his personal attendance." From the same record 
(1, 330) we may learn something of the cost of such a 
burden, a carucate of land being given to Utchel by the 
Conqueror in exchange for a ship. In the next century, 1130, 
an allowance of 40«. was made to the sheriff of Durham for 
two ships. 

I Hucr*.ki|ilar, llie rrcHi of (he hiusei, (Ijiiccia, dussa, Lai.) wide lesieli. uflen iisfd 
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The towns on the coast of Sussex, as being peculiarly 
exposed to liostile attacks, had every inducement to keep in 
readiuess a considerable force of hardy mariners for their own 
interest, as well as in obedience to the requisitions of the king. 
To them the summary wi-its for such aid were immediately 
directed, on all occasions of intended expeditions or alarms, 
after the estabhahment of the duties and privileges of the 
Cinque Ports, on which ample information has been given by 
authors. There are extant many of the urgent circulars 
of King John, directing all the ships on the coast to be sud- 
denly impressed ; such orders being forwarded to every port 
the very hour of their receipt, by messengers travelling night 
and day. In 1205 the bailiffs of Shoreham were thus 
ordered " to find a good and secure ship, without regard to 
price, for W, de Aune, our knight, and twenty bowmen, to 
carry them over in our service." (Rot. Lib. 5°.) In 1208 the 
Cinque Ports were in tliis manner required to choose, by 
personal inspection, the best and strongest men for his galleys 
(ad eskippandas galiaa nostras), under the strange direction of 
the archdeacon of Taunton, Wdliam de Wrothara. This 
naval ecclesiastic continued long in activity, being employed 
in 1212 to inclose the docks (exclusa) at Portsmouth, for 
keeping the king's stores and tackle. He liad several rec- 
tories given him, in reward of his services, before his death in 
1217. The royal galleys were, at this time, under Alan Junior 
(perhaps the son of Alan Tranchemer, K. Richard's the First's 
captain), Walter Scott, Vincent of Hastings, and Wymund 
of Winchelsea. 

One of the proudest achievements of the Cinque Ports 
navy owed its snecess to the loyal zeal of Hubert de Burgh, 
in 1217. Under every discouragement of inferior force and 
reluctant crews he disanchored from Dover, as if intending to 
sail to Calais, and after thus gaining the windward of the 
French fleet who were watching him, he tacked round upon 
them," threw quicklime into their eyes, cut the ropes on their 
yards, so that their sails fell down upon them " as a net upon 

fivam^vGlitii iltam ferente — ludacter a tergo iiniiniat." (Roger Wend.) 
□ quo6(Uai de Quinque Portubiis maris peritos 



a drara^nani, id est, leaf, hc si vElleiit atlirc CaJeaiam— versa draacaa c 





birds," and soon re-entered Dover in triumph with his 
captives. 

An incidental proof of the repute in which Hastings was 
held for the construction of ships is afforded by the singular 
tenure of land in Kent at Livingsborne, now Beksbourn, 
which was held by sergeantry (de sergeantia Domini Regis), 
to provide a vessel for the king's own use (in quohbet passagio 
suo). This office is named by K. Henry I, as " ministerium 
de Esnetka mca de Hasteng," when lie confirmed it to 
William dc Bee, as having been long held by him and his 
predecessors.^ This favourite yacht, the descriptive name of 
wliich (derived from Anglo-Saxon, Snecca) is still preserved to 
us in the word "smack," is frequently mentioned, as employed 
especially for the conveyance of royal personages: in 1166 
for Kin g Henry II in Lent, and for the king of Scots, and 
Prince Geoifry ; in 1 176 for the king's daughter on her voyage 
to Sicily ; and in 1185 for the queen and tlie duke of Saxony. 
The sum of £7. 10s. seems to have been paid every time it was 
used, apparently for the crew only, as the keeper himself had 
a regular payment of 12(1 a day from the Exchequer, accord- 
ing to a royal grant (between 1163 and 1169), witnessed by 
the archbishop and several bishops. 

Among the earhest articles of war are those established by 
Cceur de Lion, at Chinon, previous to embarking at Marseilles, 
in 1190, for the crusades. These regulations, adopted by the 
advice of a council, and probably enforced on subsequent 
expeditions by sea, exhibit striking practices of stem severity, 
some of which are not yet obsolete. 

" Whoever should kill a mail on hoard ship, let hira be thrown overboiird, 
bound to the corpse ; if be kiU bim on shore, let him be buried in tlie eartli 
with the dead ; if he draw a knife to strike with, and blood enaue, let bim 
lose his fist; if be strike with his open hnnd, without bloodshed, let bim be 
dipped three times into the sea ■ * let a tliief, convicted of theft, he shaTcn 
like a champion,* and let boiling pitch be poured on his bead, and the feathers 

• Abbr. Placit-i Cent. Mag., U.S., VIII, p. 20; NicoUtt' Hist. B. Navj, p. 43Z; 
Archicalogia, VI, p. 1 IG ; Maddai's Excheq. 

* "Trilua vicibus mcrgaiur in man." "A lumino lurii ia mui demergutar more 



' The cbaiupions, who fought, (or themselves, or hrree! bj- others, in wagers of battle, 
van nbliged to have their hair ehom ploae round. In the Old Municipal Law of 
Noniiaady, it ia uid of tlicm, "chsicun doit avoir lea cheveiu rougnez par ilemius les 
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ec liiiu, to ])ut a murk upon him, aud then let liiin be 
» (Chron. Hoveden, p. 666, edit. 1601.) 

The king's captain, Alan de Trenchemer, appears to have 
derived his name from the favourite galley Trenche-la-mer, 
and when awaiting his master's return at Antwerp, in 1194, 
is recorded to have slept in a ship of Rye. 

The use of decks and cabins in the 13th century implies 
the larger dimensions of the vessels. In 1228 an order was 
given to construct a cabin (cameram), to place the king's 
goods in (Rot. Lib.) ; and in 1 242 the vessel intended for the 
use of the king and queen was to have proper cabins wains- 
coted — cameras dcceutes eteaslambruscaiifaciatis (Rot. Glaus. 
20" Hen. III). In 1325 two long ships were built at 
Winchelsea, by Robert de Nerford, for the king, and sent to 
Dover. There was indeed a dockyard or arsenal at Rye and 
Shoreham as well as Winchelsea. A duty of 2s. was levied 
on wine-ships at Winchelsea, in 1244, to support the beacon 
there {Rot. Pat.) ; and vessels generally had to pay 2d. as 
" fire-pence " to the Cinque Ports, where beacons were pro- 
perly kept up. In Rye there were covered slips, and in 1240 
the sheriff was ordered to go there, with four men, and report 
the condition of the stores and the galleys. An order to the 
sheriff, in 1243, was given for the enlargement of these docks 
at Rye, so as to admit seven galleys ; and in 1253, when the 
king was expected there, his two small galleys were got ready 
for him. The royal galleys were, in 1264, ordered to be 
repaired at Winchelsea, a command, the execution of which 
the caprices of the retiring ocean would now render impos- 
sible. Henry 111 had a great ship called ' the Queen,' and the 
order to Vincent de Hastings, in 1233, to deliver it to John 
Blancbouilly, for him to trade with, at a rent of 50 marcs, 
is a curious record of tiu-ning the royal ships to an unexpected 
profit. In 1225 a large Portuguese vessel, 'the Cardinal,' 
had been taken, and the Cinque Ports were ordered to man 
her with 30 men. (Rot. Pat. 10".) 
_ The largest ship in the time of Henry III was about 80 tons, 
H and until the reign of Edward II there is no authentic proof 
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of more than one mast. Portsmouth seems to have become 
the usual place of rendezvous for the vessels of the Cinque 
Ports, owing to its harbour being better adapted for vessels of 
increased size. lu 128:3 a galley cost 45", and a barge at 
Winchelsca £80. 9s. lid. Until the middle of Edward Ill's 
time rudders were not in general use. 

A peculiar privilege was enjoyed by the Cmque Ports in 
1285, limitmg their liability for the loss of goods thrown 
overboard in storms ; so that no lien should authorise Ihe 
seizure of " the ring on the master's finger, his girdle, or his 
silver drinking-cup, if he had one." (Fo3d. 1, 654.) 

There appears to have been geoeraUy a threefold division 
of the naval force of the kingdom : from the Thames north- 
ward; fi'om the Tliaraes, under the captain of the Cinque 
Ports, round the south coast, to Bristol ; and from thence up 
to Scotland. 

The experienced mariners of the Cinque Ports were fully 
aware of the advantages of their favourable position in the 
Channel, and while it ensured them an active commerce, it is 
certain, from tlie account of historians, that they were by no 
means scrupulous of adding to their gains by piracy, and 
often plundering other vessels as they passed along the coast. 
Such conduct indeed seems scarcely to have entailed disgrace ; 
old chroniclers apply the term of pirates to the Cinque Ports, 
as if it were a title of honoiu-. Hoveden {224 b) says of 
K. WiUiam II, "jam mare munierat suis piratis;" and 
Broniton (986), " Anglici vero pb-atse qui curam maris a rege 
susciperant." Of the remonstranees against such license 
many specimens remain. In a letter to K. Henry III (in 
Tower MSS., 109), the judges, benchers (scabini, bailiffs), 
councU, and other citizens of Cologne, complain that their 
beloved fellow-citizen, Hermann, had been plundered of his 
goods to the value of 100 marcs or more, by the citizens of 
Winchelsea, and pray for redress, concluding with the signi- 
ficant hint that " if no restitution be made to hun, we cannot 
desert him in his right, but are bound to assist him, so that 
he may be able to recover from your people." Bnigcs, Ypres, 
and many other towns on the opposite coast complained and 
suffered, in like manner, from the Cinque Ports, who indeed 
seem to have levied black-mail in the Channel, as freely as the 
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^V knights of the feudal castles on the German rivers. Regular 
^P licenses for private warfare, or, as we should now term them, 
^ letters of marque, were sometimes issued in the thirteenth 
century ; and this dangerous permission was easily abused, 
into indiscriminate piracy. A few bistances may be mentioned. 
In 1225, nine marcs were given to Alexander the goldsmith 
and his seven comrades in compensation for what the Cinque 
Ports had robbed them of; in 1227, the sheriff was ordered 
to find out the plunderers of an unfortunate ship from Toulouse, 
which had been wrecked at Shoreham ; in 1235, the Cinque 
Ports were ordered to deliver up some ships of Barfleur, 
which had been captured in spite of a trace by Hamon le 
Crevecoeur; in 1236, Philip de Albani, a man in authority, 
had so harassed with his vessels the merchants of Flanders 
and Hainault, that the king was obliged to interfere, and 
insist upon satisfaction being given them ; in 1242, when a great 
fleet had assembled at Portsmouth, the king, on June 8th, 
instnicted the Cinque Ports to attack the Fi-ench on the coast 
opposite, but forbade them to injure ch^u■ches or the king's 
own subjects, a prohibition implying much, The king, liowcver, 
claimed a fifth of their booty as his dne. (Fo3d. 1, 24G.) Indeed 
this very year the Cinque Ports were ordered to restore foreign 
ships unjustly seized. At times, however, the French gained 
the entire command of the sea, as in 1243, on which occasion 
the Cinque Ports loudly complained that their fishing was 
stopped, and that the lucrative passage of pilgrims to S, lago 
in Spain, and to Canterbury, in itself a serious loss to the 
shipping interest in those times, was prevented by the enemy. 
(M. Paris.) The jealous watch kept upon the safe passage of 
pilgrims was strongly evinced by Richard I, who laid siege to 
the castle of Chisy on his way through France expressly on 
account of pilgrims to S. lago having been tlierc eiwiled by 

I its Lord William, whom he captured and hung on " the spot." 
(Hoveden.) Royal licenses were granted for ships to carry 
pilgrims to Spain : thus in 1434, Robert Porter of the barge 
' La Trinite de Winchelsea ' was allowed to carry there sixty 
pilgrims, provided they took no more gold or silver than was 
necessary, and he afterwards had a license to carry forty more 
in ' Le Kateryn de Winchelsea,' in 1456 ; Simon Faracombe, of 
' Le Helene de Winchelsea ' was allowed to carry eighty. (Rym. 
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Feed.) The curious petition for a similar license from John, 
Earl of Oxford, in 1339, shows that it was a lucrative privilege ; 
John of Gaunt went there in 1386. (Ellis, Orig. Lett. s. 2, 
vol. I, p. no.) 

WUliam Morfote, who hud in 1423 represented Winchelsea 
in parliament, found his calling as a privateer with a hundred 
men uuder him somewhat interfered with from a legal tUfficulty, 
as he liad broken prison previously at Dover castle, but in 
1435 he remedied this by obtaining pardon from the king by 
the advice of parliament. {Cooper's Winchelsea, p. 100.) 

In 1332, two merchants of Sherborne, co. Dorset, were 
robbed of their cargo, worth £80, by Robert de Battayle, 
who, as he became mayor of Winchelsea a few years later, 
evidentlydid not forfeit the favour of his fellow-townsmen by the 
transaction. One of the most daring freebooters in the days 
of Henry V was Henry Pay, who having fled from Sussex as 
a murderer in early hfe, may be considered as belonging to 
that county ; in spite of such an unpromising beginning, he 
rendered himself an important personage as a privateer. In 
1405 he captured twenty-nine French vessels, and made such 
frequent assaults upon the towns of the Spanish coast, that 
their chroniclers record " Arripay " as their most vexatious 
enemy ; the king himself rewarded him in 1414 for his zeal. 

Not unfreqnently were the Cinque Ports found also in 
opposition to their sovereign, and during the civil wars 
between Henry 111 and his barons, they seem to have 
generally sided with the latter. There is a letter to this king 
from his brother the king of the Romans, when he was expecting 
some foreign troops to come over to his aid, in which he ad- 
vises him, having had in fact some personal experience, in 1258, 
at Dover, in the matter, first to ascertain whether the Cinque 
Ports are likely to let them land. Its date is Oct. 23d, 1262, 
and is among the MSS. of the Tower. (Letters, No. 124.) 

"To the illustrious and magniflpcnt prince, the Lord Henry, liy the grace 
of God, king of Euglanil, lord of Ireland, and duke of Aquituiue, Ilia moat 
dear brother, Richard by the same grace king of the Eomana, alwaya August, 
greeting with affection of intimute love. We consider that above all things 
we muat take care and provide, that before the day, on which those from 
parts beyond afta are aiimmoned, you should diligently ascertain, if a free 
entry is open to than, and a safe advance into the kingdom, in which matter 
indeed we think there ought to be no doubt or anxiety aa to any obstacle 
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occnrring to them. We iiitend, however, in & short time to visit you, in 
order to offer jou such advice upon this, by which your and our safety may 
be provided for, the Lord, helping us, more securely and more wholesomely. 
Because, if entrance he denied the foreigners by the Cinque Ports, we will by 
other means contrive a sure aad abundant readinena to be exhibited towaidB 
tbcm, as to a convenient, safe, and easy ingress. Given at Berkamstede, 
83d day of October, indictiou B, in the 5th year of our reign." 

After the utter defeat of their party, the Ciuque Ports slide 
back to their allegiance, with most ardent protestations of 
loyalty ; and the letter of the barons of Hastings, on the 
oceasion, is extant, a model of polite letter-writing, but 
evidently false and insincere — a fact still more strongly proved 
by the barons of Rye having sent a similar letter to the king, 
in words identically the same throughout, having employed 
apparently the same clerk to draw up their official excuses. 
(Hastings, No. 73, Inquia. de Kebell. ; Rye, No. 93, Letters, 
Tower MSS.) 

" To their most excellent lord, and most dear lord, the most iUustrious 
long of England, his liege and faithful barons of Hastings, greeting, in the 
Saviour of all, and prompt aud ready williuguess to obey in all things, even to 
the division of sou] and body, with all subjection, reverence, and honour. 
We have thought it right to declare, by these letters, to the excellence of your 
royai majesty, that extreme grief of heart, and anguish beyond measure, have 
now, for a long time past, affected all and eucb of us, inasmuch as we have 
neither been able to approach the bodily presence of your loyal elemency 
during the delay of your long sojourn in remote parts, nor to direct sure 
messengers, in order to ascertain the certainly of the good condition of your 
person, for the sake of both the love and honour of which, we are ready to 
be crowned with a victorious death, if necessary. Moreover, let your royal 
excellence take notice that we have, up to this time, guarded your town of 
Hastings, for your nse, and that of your heirs, and at your good pleasure 
shall guard it for ever, idthough anything to the contrary may have been lug- 
gested to your pious ears, by our enemies against us. To which enemies 
indeed do not give credence, since they are not to be believed in anything, and 
ilthough some persons, without the assent of our conununity, may have 
offend^ your royal nuyesty, we have at no time adopted them, nor their evil 
deeds, bat, even in the presence of your royal mnjeaty, hare disavowed and 
disapproved them and thdr evil works, and have never ceased to disapprove 
■ fliem. Wherefore we humbly implore the clemency of your royal mqesty, 
I'jniomuch that you may intimate your good pleasure to us, as to your liege 
l.lmd faithful men, concerning all and singular matters wliieh may please your 
f ji^al majesty. May the excellence of your royal miyesty be in health, and 
Y ^urish to endless time." 

In the confusion of the civil war, and particularly after the 
».|>&ttle of Evesham, under the revengeful leadership of young 
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Simon de Montfort, the Cinque Ports, notwithstanding the 
above professions of loyalty, took license to scour the seas so 
effectually that no merchant vessel could pass, and, an entire 
stop being put to trade, the prices of imported articles rose 
enormously — pepper from Gd. to 3«. per lb.; wine and wax from 
40s. to 10 marcs (£6. 13s. 'id.) It was, in consequeuce of these 
unruly proceedings, that Margaret II, the reigning countess of 
Flanders, addressed, in August 1265, a spirited remonstrance 
to K. Henry III, on behalf of " her merchants of Bruges and 
Dam, who, during the civil war within his realm, liad been 
plundered of ships, merchandize and goods at sea, by his men 
of Winselze, Rye, and others of the Cinque Ports." She 
sent over a Cistircian monk, John Bonwelint, to require and 
receive restitution, to procure which she entreated the king's 
effective aid. (Tower MSS., 885.) 

The violent contention of the Cinque Ports with Yarmouth 
proceeded to an excess, which shows how ready they were to 
attack their own fellow-subjects as well as the foreign enemy. 
On the annual resort of the fishing vessels of the Cinque 
Ports to the Norfolk coast, they had long exercised the privi- 
lege of landing and drying their nets on the shore, where the 
town of Yarmouth, mainly from this cause, gradually arose. 
Continual disputes however occurred in consequence : in 1264 
compensation was promised them, for the damages sustained 
at Yarmouth, and both parties were prevailed on, by royal 
authority, to live in peace with their neighbours. How 
reluctantly however the barons of Hastings submitted to a 
prolongation of such inactivity, for even half a year, is clear 
in the following letter. (Tower MS, Letters, No. 91.) 

" To tbeir most excellent lord Henry, by the grare of GoA, illustrioua 
Idiig of England, lord of Ireland, dule of Normandy, Aquitnine, coiuit of 
Aiyou, hia lieges in all things, the barons of Hastings, greeting, and obedience 
of due submission. Sinee it has been determineil by your royal council, tbat 
the peace {pax formaia) mode between ua and the men of Gememouth 
should be prolonged from the Nativity of S. John Baptist (June 34) to the 
Nativity of our Lord next foUowing, and that such ahoidd be granted by 
your letters patent in particular, we reverently transmit to yonr royai excel- 
lence these our letters patent, recognising the aarae provision for keeping the 
said peace, saving out liberty in all things. May God prolong your life and 
aafety to long and joyful times." 

In spite of such temporary truces, the rancour still went on, until 
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■ in 1297 it broke out in one of the most remarkable outrages 
Jever recorded. The royal navy of England was lying in the 

■ presence of an enemy imder KiugEdward the First's own leader- 
ft^sliip in the Flemish harbour of Sluys (now called Helvoet Sluys), 
Pwhen the crews of the Cinque Port vessels, "recalling to mind" 

(as the chronicler Wykes observes) "that inveterate hate which 
had for ages endured between them and the sailors of 
Yarmonth," suddenly made so violent an attack on them, that 
twenty-five of the Yarmouth ships were burnt and destroyed, 
and only three escaped, one of which held part of the king's 
treasure. Two years afterwards, so precarious was the con- 
tinuance of peace between the parties, that the king gave to 
some vessels of the Cinque Ports a regular safe-conduct to 
Yarmouth, as if they were venturing into an enemy's port. 
This passport was granted to " Benet Jjeman, master of 
' La Blithe,' Rauf le Boef and William de Thamme of the ship 
' Danic le Cour,' Beneit Carytee, master of the barge, and 
Robert Paulyn for Alexander Badding, master of the ship the 
' Lyttelnanspie,' " all of Winchelsea. (Rot. Pat. June 10th, 27" 
Edw. I.) Nor was this ferocious feud appeased or suppressed 
even by this struggle ; for in 133G, a generation later, the king, 
Edward III, was obliged formally to prohibit any communi- 
cation at sea between the rival vessels of Yarmouth and the 
Cinque Ports, until he should have composed their quarrels. 

Let us now trace the vessels of the Cinque Ports to more 
honorable employment, when hdfilling their appointed duty 
in aid of their lang during the Welch and Scotch wai's of 
Edward I and II, which may be interesting as recording some of 
their national services on distant expeditions, and as preserving 
the names of some of the ships and men of Sussex, though 
such notices must necessarily be verj' imperfect and discursive. 

The stipulated number of fifty-two ships from the Cinque 
Ports was summoned in 1277, and we find them employed on 
the coast of North Wales, where a few years later, in 1282, 
eighteen of tlieir ships occupied the Meuai straits, and may 
claim the honour of being the early forerunners of modern 
marvels in that locality, by actually bridging over tlic passage 
with a line of boats. This however an impetuous assault of 
the Welch put an end to, and the English fled in confusion. 
(Knighton, 24(14,) On one occasion, in 121)3, the Cinque 

IV. 8 
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Ports carried on a little war ou their own account, springing 
out of a sanguinary riot among some of their sailors in a port 
of Normandy. Their ships in revenge sailed up the Seine, as 
if challenging their opponents to a duel ; and, accordingly, on 
April 14th, in a storm of hail and snow, a regular combat 
ensued in the open sea, in which the Cinque Porta triumph* 



led^^^ 



" The five ports thorgh powcre the ee bad so conquer 
That NormRns alle that yere (lorat not be senc for t 

Peter Langttift. 

Two years later, they captured fifteen Spanish ships on their 
voyage to Damme, and brought them into the Thames. 
Thirty-three ships were ordered up to Berwick, some of which 
assisted, though unsuccessfully, in the attack on that town, 
then held by the Scotch. In June 1290, the Cinque Porta 
were required to send thii'ty ships to be ready near Carlisle. 

Gervaac Alard, a native of Winchelsea, was a conspicuous 
mariner of these times; he is first mentioned in 1293, and 
was made admiral of the Cinque Ports in 1300, receiving the 
same pay as a knight, 2*. a day ; he was the leader of the 
expedition in 1306 to Skimburuess near Carlisle, to assist in 
the Scotch war, but he must then have been a veteran, 
" beated and chopped with tann'd antiquity;" for in the 
previous year he had described himself in a petition to the 
king as "now much in age, and having spent the most part 
of his substance for the king," from whose treasurer lie had 
never received more than £4 and a horse worth 4 marcs 
(£2. 13*. 4td.), on which account he begs for the restitution of 
some land at Pevensey, whicli he had bought, but had been 
unjustly deprived of by Peter de Savoy. (Nicolas's Hist.) 

The Cinque Port fleet assembled by the king's orders at 
Dublin, in August, 1310, and were put mider the command 
of Richard de Burgh, earl of Ulster (Peed. 2, 108). Edward 
the Second publicly thanked the crews as well as their com- 
mander, afterwards, for their services against the Scots, 
desiring them to be victualled in Ireland for the winter. On 
a repetition of the royal order, in 1314, to the Cinque Ports 
to seize " the greater and better sliips " and take them to 
Dublin, foiu- large ships were impressed at Shoreham and 
Seaford for the purpose, and despatched under William de 
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Creye and John de Argylc " with God's heipe to repress the 
obstinate oiahce and rancour of our Scotch enemies." 

A full account of the vessels of the Cinque Ports which 
were summoned in 1294 to convey troops to Gascony is 
extant, giving the names of the ships and of the masters ;' 
by this it appears that Winchelsea then supplied 13; Sand- 
wich, 12; Rye, 7; Dover, 7; Romney, 5; Hytlie, 3; and 
Hastings, 3. 

At the time of Edward the Fii'st's expedition to Scotland in 
1301 there is the following entry of a payment in the accounts 
of the wardrobe. (EB. 2033, Carlton Ride, Recept. et exit. 
Card. Reg., 29" Edw. I.) 

" To Simon de Wuynflet, maat*r of ' La Ffaueon ' of Winchclse, advanced 
upon the wfiges of himself aud liia fcUow-sailora of tbe same ship six marcs." 

£4. was a considerable sum in those days, denoting the 
length of the voyage on which ' La Efaucoii ' was employed. 
In another MS, entry of payment to John Prest, master of 
the ' Cog Petre ' of Winchelsea, and his crew, ' the botswein ' 
receives 3rf. a week, while the master has lid. and each sailor 
dd. During the contiimance of the Scotch war under 
Edward II, Sussex was frequently called upon to assist, and 
in the account of the gifts for that purpose wc find the abbot 
of Battel, in 1310, thus contributing (Fragments MS. C. Ride, 
4° Edw. II), at a time when Robert Bruce bad taken Edin- 
burgh, and was invading England itself. 

" From the abbot of Battel, by gift, thereby to purchase victuals for the 
war of Scotland, by the bands of Sir Eicbard of Battel, bis derk, paying 
cash in the wardrobe, on the Sth day of August, 100 marcs (£66. 13*. id.) 

" Prom the same, by gift made to the king in aid of carrioge for the war of 
Scotland, &c.. ten marcs (£6. 18». 4rf.)" 

As ecclesiastics were forbidden any concern in matters of 
bloodshed, probably the abbot's conscience was better satis- 
fied by his money being only applied to food and carriage, 
and not to purposes more directly military. 

The urgency of the Scotch war increased m the year 1314-15, 
when Robert Bruce sent his brother Edward to invade 
Ireland, and subsequently followed him, landing at Carrick- 
fergus with his own army. The parliament, meeting at 
London at Michaelmas, ordered every toivn in England to . 

Iaise a certain number of troops, and in the transport of these ^^m 
' Cooper's WincheUea, p. bb. ^^^M 
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forces to Ireland, the Cinque Ports were employed. There 
hud been indeed a general press of ships in all ports of 
England and Ireland; while Drogheda and Yoghul each con- 
tributed two, Bristol sent four, Chester three, Fumess four, 
and Liverpool only one. 

A great many of these ships had religious names, as 
■St. Marie,' 'St. Giles,' 'St. Edward,' and ' St. Thomas of 
Winchelsea,' ' La Madelainc,' ' Lc James,' ' Le Nicolas,' the 
especial saint of mariners, ' Le Godule,' ' La Nawecroix ' for 
ship of the cross), ' La Nawedieu ' {or ship of God), while 
others bore more familiar names, such as ' La Garlande,' 
' La Joie,' ' La Plente,' ' Le Welyfare," ' La Blythe,' ' Le God- 
yere,' ' La Rose of Rye,' ' Le Blakebot,' &c. At other times 
{II. 6) we find Galopine, Alardc, Paterilt, Percevent. 

The Scots under Edward Bruce had taken Carrickfergus, 
and its recovery must have been a main object of the English 
expeiiition. The accoant as respects the Cinque Ports runs 
thus {MSS. Tragmenta C. Ride.) 

"Account for the icages paid to the mariners of the Cinque 

Ports at Dublin and CraJcferffu^. 
WiNcnBLaE. — To Gervftso Toneman, maater of the sliip wbich is cilled ' Cog 
Edwanl,' two constables (constabulariis), and his fifty-seven fellow-SBJlora 
of the said aliip, for their wages for fifteen days, £11. 16*. Zd., that is 
tn say, the master taking ^d. a day, and to each of the constables 6tf. a 
day, and lo eaeh sailor 3rf. a day . . sum, &\l. 18*. Zd. 

To Reginald Payn, master of the ship called ' Sante Marie Cog,' («e), 
&c. &c., for the same number of men at the same wages £11. 16«. 3</. 
Ryk. — To Hamon Bflbert (the MS is torn, so that the name of the ship and 
number of crew are lost) . . . sum, £1(1. 17». 6rf. 

To Kohert Michel (MS. again torn), and 47 saUors sum, £9. 

Hasteno. — To Robert Ffeter (MS. torn), and 84 sailors sum, £7. 2*. 6rf. 
To Robert Thomas, maater of the ship called ' St. Marie,' 2 constables and 
their 45 fellows, sailors, &c. &c. . . £9. 11«. 3rf. 

RoMENEVE.— To John Spite, master of the ship ' Saint Geoi^e,' 2 constables 
and 50 sadors, &c. &c. .... £10. 10». 
To Haiuon Tenylond, master of the ship called 'La Margarete,' constable 
and 36 sailors, &c. &c. . . . £7. 10». 

Sandbwich. — Supplied 4 vessels, Hcthe Z, and Dover 9. 
Hampton, (Southampton P) — To John Goclericlie, master of the ship called 
'Le Scede,' 1 constable and 18 sailors , . £4. 2*. 6rf. 

To John Qobard, master of the ship called ' La Blythe,' 1 constable and 
19 sailors . £4. fl«, Zil. 
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Sbohbah. — To John I>rake, maater of tbe aWp 'Alyaseta,' (Elizabeth?) 
1 constable imd 34 sailors . . . . £7. 2». 6d. 

To William Athelard, admiral of the fleet of the Ciuque Ports (admirallo 
flote Quinque Portuiim), for his good oasistaace in hiring the ships of the 
Ports and others ...... 100*. 

To William Godjng, for the same , , . . Hit." 

These Sussex sailors did their duty, and helped the king in 
Ireland, yet the Scotch invaders were repelled from their con- 
quest not so much by force (though in fact they were defeated 
at Dundalk and Edward Bruce slain) as by a famine, so severe 
as even to compel them to devour their own companions. 

In the following year, 1319-20, the sheriff of Sussex 
supplied much corn for the royal army in Scotland, sending it 
to Newcastle. 

From the same sherifTs baiUwick, the archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Walter Reynold, who was then also chancellor, lent 
to the king for the same war, and sent to Newcastle by the 
" ' Sainte Marie,' messager de Shorham," 150 quarters of 
wheat, 15 qu" of beans, 5 qu" of peas, 200 qu" of oats, and 
300 qu" of ground wheat. 

There were numerous cargoes sent from Sussex for the army, 
in quantities of 315 qu., 330 qu., 34G qu. of wheat, besides 
beans and peas, which arrived safe, but there is a special 
entry of 21 qu. of wheat, sent in the ship 'William,' having 
been found entirely putrefied on account of the weather, 
probably the heat as it occiured in July, and the long delay at 
sea in coming towards Newcastle. (Omnino putrefacta per 
tempestatem et longam moram in mori veniendo versus N. C.) 

The supply of horse-shoes and nails from Sussex, for the 

Scotch wars, has been already proved in the comprehensive 

' History of the Sussex Ironworks,' by our member, Mr. 

M, A. Lower, in a previous volume {Sass. Arch. CoUectiom, 

vol. II, p. 178). It may, however, be interesting to add that, 

in the 14th century, Spanish iron was largely used for the 

anchors of the English navy. In 1336" there was a payment 

of £6. &s. 6d. " for 1,100 lbs. of iron, from Spam, to make a 

H great anchor, price per cwt,, with the manufacture, 11«. ;" 

^K another for 901 quarters ; another of 800 ; two of 500 each ; 

^^ another of 400 : all for making anchors, amounting to 4203 

■ quarters, costing £23. 10*. Gd. (Issue Roll., W. N.. 679.) 

^1 In the I4th century the French made numerous descents 
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upon tile Sussex coast, aDd the damage and disgrace inflicted 
by them uj)oii Rye, Winchelsea, and Hastings, were insuffi- 
ciently redeemed by the glory of two great naval victories, 
won by Edward III, in person. The king's succinct and 
simple dispatch, reporting the one at Shiys on June 24th, 
1 340, is still extant, written from his ship ' Cog Thomas,' a 
vessel from 200 to 250 tons; in the same ship also was his 
second triumph won, on August 29th, 1350, off Winchelsea, 
over the Spaniards, after the obstinate fight referred to iu 
history, as " les Espagnols sur mer," so aduiirably described 
by Froissart. 

On these brilliant exploits, which belong to the national 
liistory, it is not the place here to dwell, but some details 
of the king's preparations for this naval expedition in 1350, 
may be mentioned, and it is interesting to fill up the broader 
outlines of histoiy, by following the gallant monarch into his 
cabin, and on the deck of his ' Cog ITiomas.' 

On the 20th of March he had summoned all his men at 
arms, his liobelai's, bowmen, and sailors, to assemble at Sand- 
wich, within fifteen days from the feast of the Trinity ; and, 
on May Ist, Iiad appointed "Wilham Passelewe and Master 
Robert Shipman the constable of the ship called ' La Cog 
Thomas,'" jointly to pick out 100 of the best sailors, from 
Kent or Sussex, to man his ' Cog Thomas.' The earl of 
Huntingdon was instructed, on July 22d, to organise the 
guard on the South coast, " because pirates and other enemies 
collected in great number on the sea and in harbours, from 
foreign parts, threaten to invade the kingdom." As the time 
for the expedition drew nearer, on August 10th, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury was requested to cause prayers for the king's 
success against "the Spaniards, who had pimidered many 
ships laden with wine, wool," &c., and "cruelly killed many 
persons," to be universally offered up to " God, who in his 
mercy has lately snatched us and our army from so many and 
such great dangers." 

The remark of Froissart is contrary to modem experience, 
when he says that — 

" CombnU at sea are more deatnictive and obBtinute than upon land, for it 
is not possible to retreat or flee ; every one must ttbide his own fortune, and 

esert hia prowess and valour." 
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It is certain, however, that a desperate struggle took place 
on this occasiou, and its progress was watched by the queen 
and her coiu-t from tlie coast of Sussex with intense anxiety. 
Edward appears to have gone first to Sandwich, dating from 
thence various writs of Privy Seal, from August IGth to 26th 
(Tower MSS.), before going to Winchelsca, from which place 
documents are dated on August 28th, Sept. Ist and 3d. 

Besides his own vessel, there belonged to his fleet the 
' Saintc Marie,' ' La Jerusalem,' ' La Edwai'd' (witli a crew of 
80 men, under W. Piers), ' La Edmund,' 'La Plente ' (with 60 . 
men, under John Willc), ' La Isabelle ' (with 40 men, under 
John Ram), ' La Gabriel ' (with 60 men, under John Rokke), 
'La Michel' {withSOmen, under John Maikyn), 'LaWelifare' 
(with 30 men, under John Stygej), and ' La Jonette ' (with 80 
men, under Walter Langdale), ' La Faucon,' 'La Mapole,' and 
the 'CogThomaaBeauchamp,' each decorated with a standard 
and appropriate tin images on their long streamers, while four 
standards made of Worstede (the Norfolk factory had already 
given its name to the stuff") displayed the royal leopards and 
filies in colours. The round castles at the top of the masts at 
this period are represented in drawings as holding two to five 
men, provided with stones to throw down upon the enemy. (See 
lUumin.IlIustr. of Froissart, from MS. ofParis, pi. 44, published 
by H.N. Humphreys, 1844.) The image (imago de stanno) 
of the guardian Saint Thomas, was expressly bought at the 
price of 85., to be sent for the streamer of his own 'Cog,' and 
having thus duly provided for his nautical and spiritual wants, 
the monarch did not neglect to attend to his own bodily com- 
fort. His court taOor, Jolm Marreys, was ordered to put in 
repair two swords with their scabbards, and their belts with 
plated brass, an haubergeon, and other articles of dress " for 
the journey of the king to Winchelsea" at an expense of 
43s. id., foiu- folding seats at 4*.; and it is pleasant to observe 
that he determined to sleep " with all appliances and means 
to boot" even "in cradle of the rude imperious surge," for 

I we have his bed minutely accounted for. 
" 3 blanietts («ic) made for the king's bed 12«. 2d.; 4 nightcaps and 4 
piltow-casos of tine linen (4 covrechiefs el i fiuricularia facta dc tela de Heyne) ; 
8 fotecloths («c) of fine linen for the king's bed ; 2 mattresses (nialiraciorum 
ie iindoH) of linen of diverse eolors, coating IB*, 9rf. ; and a bed of feathere, 
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mUod ffctliirbfdd (uno lecio tk plutm eocai*/ JetiirMd) made for tiie Laid 
Kina, end pUtftsd in the Bhip calicd ■ La Cogg Thomas,' 40*.*' (Cadt. Bide 
M8H, W. S. I21S W.) 

TIic lon(5 Micliftelinaa bill of his tailor, John Maireys, still 
ixtaiil (24" Ed. Ill, (j. H. 6-10, Eiujiciones draperie, &c.), 
provcK whut a variety of dresses the king, now thirty-eight 
Vt:>irn old, had this year, and among other articles is mentioned 
iiiji eniljroidered aurU-r with the king's device " %ong Sott quc 
mule p pcttse i" hut Froiasart tells us that on this occasion, 
when lie embarked in the ' Cog Thomas,' " he was dressed in 
n bhuik Velvet jacket, and wore on his head a small beaver hat, 
which become him much." He had provided in London 
Hilkcii ImnnerB for the trumpets and clarions of his minstrels; 
ami ill hiH joyous anticipation of the tight, he made them now 
lay on board a new German dance, recently introduced by 
iir John (!hando», and which that veteran, who had shared 
tliu previous triumph at Sluys, now mciTily accompanied with 
hid voice, until the watch at the mast-head announced the 
SpaniardH to be in sight. A more chivalrous portrait was 
never drawn than that by Froissart, who " was told by those 
who wt-ro present," of this stout warrior's behaviour through- 
out thin eventful day. As many editions of Froissart do not 
eoiitftin the passage, it may be allowable to introduce it here, 
from that published by M. Buchon, liv. 1, partie 2, chap. 3, 
p. 2»5 -.— 

" Si M U'lioit 1(! roi d'Aiigli'lcirc au chef de ea nef, vetn d'un noir jake de 
velvel, et porUiit biit mjii chef un uoir cbapetet de bievre, qui moult bien lui 
M)oit, vt etoit wloiie, aelan ce qui dit tac fut par ceux qui nvec lui etuient pour 
IX jour, Hiuii juyuux que on ne le vit oncqucs. £t fiiisoit sea nienestnds 
corner dcvaut lui uiie danse d'Alletauigne, que Mcasire Jean Chandos, qui la 
rtoit, avoit nouvctleinent rupport^e, et encore par abatement 11 faisoit le dit 
clicviilier chnnter avee ks nieneHtrels, et y prenoit grand pluisance, et a la fois 
n.'Kurdoit eii liaut, cur il avoit mis uue queltc au chateau de sa uef pour 
iioni'cr, ipiiind li» Kspognola vieudroient — ae fit le roi sonncr les Irompettea — 
•n- lit njipurtcr le vin, et but et tous ks clicvaliera et puia mit Ic bassiaet cii 
\a tftc.'' 

Wo can well believe that, after the fatigues and perils of 
this memorable day (August 29) were over, he retiUTied to 
Winchelsca in a not less jovial mood. Landing immediately, 
he rode off at once to rejoin the queen, at " le Manoir," two 
leagues ofl', which is reasonably .supposed to have been the 
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residence of the knightly family of Echynghams.at Echyngham.* 
After rewarding his followers there, it is agreeable to trace the 
continuance of this genial humour two days later, when he 
was at Winchelsea and Rye. It was indeed no fit time for 
punishment, but the royal bounty flowed in a cliannel which 
leads to curious inferences as to the moral character of his 
victorious comrades, and gives us an insight into the terms on 
which some of them encountered " lea Espaguols sur mer," 
fighting iu a double sense for their lives. On September 1st, 
from Winchelsea and Rye, were dated writs of Privy Seal, 
directed to the chancellor, John Thursby, bishop of Worcester, 
exempting numerous murderers from all processes of law 
against them ; and two of these ore stated to have been at the 
request of " his dear and faithful earl of Huntingdon," 
William de Clinton (the only one of his name who bore the 
title) who had shared in the naval glories at Sluys, and was 
admiral and wai"den of the Cinque Ports. Pai'don was thus 
granted, " by special favour, to John Calfherd, for the death 
of John BuUok of Drax, the miller," and " Walter, son 
of Simon Petit of Craule, for the death of Matbew Plevyn." 
" His very dear cousin, the earl of Lancaster,"^ also ob- 
tained the king's pardon, on the same day, at Rye, for 
"Aleyu Wohicch, of Croft, for the death of Symon Herre, 
of Braytoft," and for " George Selyman, for all sorts of tres- 
passes, confederations, conspiracies, robberies, and other 
felonies whatsoever, releasing him from any outlawry, if any 
luis been pronounced against him for such causes." Similar 
writs were issued, pardoning " Thomas Maister, of Ipswich, 
tor the death of Egbert Pakker ; " " John Balle, of Chorltou 
Kynges, for the death of John de Shirwode ;" and "for the 
good service that Thomas de Apeldrefeld has done and will 
do hereafter," he is pardoned all manner of felonies. One of 

I the king's gallant comi'ades, however, Robert de Marny, 
having no crimes to atone for, obtained, at Rye, on the same 
day, some civil privileges, in reward of — 
: 
hu 



Hia good sunice, that he should not be put upon any aBsizes, juriea, 
recognizances, or inqidaitions whutsocTer, and that he should neither be made 

" See Cooper's Winchelsea. 

' Bnrl Thomu, dCKVoilnl from Edmund. >on of Uenrj III, wu.in thefbUowiag jear, 
[ale<[ duke <>f t.3nciiater, i title which, aflei his death, was given Id Joho of Gaunt, the 
hiuliind ol Ills ouly child Blanche. 
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tuByor, viscount (lAerif), eacheator, coroner, taier, collector, apporitor, or 
aKBOSSor by commisaiou, or any other miniBter or bailiff, by tte long or hia 
heirs, agaiast hia will (centre aa volontc)." (Towiy; MSS., \^'rits of Privy 
Seal, 24" Eclw. III.) 

Even on Nov. 2, the king continued to evince his gratitude 
for " the good service " done in this sea-fight, and on that 
account pardoned Thomas Banastre, for the death of Robert 
Blakebuni. ("Feed. 3, 207.) 

In 1347 the Sussex Cinque Ports contributed ships in 
these proportions: Winchelsea, 21 ships and 596 mariners; 
Hastmgs, 5 ships and 96 mariners; Rye, 9 ships and 166 
mariners; Seaford, 5 ships and 80 morijiers ; and Shoreham, 
20 ships and 329 mariners. (Harl. MS. 782.) 

The gallant repulse of the French at Winchelsea by the 
abbot of Battel in 1360 is well known, but the greatest alarm 
then prevailed, aiid Pevensey was ordered to be put into a 
state of defence (Feed. 471-9), though the Cinque Porta cap- 
tured tliirteen French ships laden with wine, Kvcn the par- 
Uanient took notice of the decay of the Enghsh navy in 1371, 
and not without reason, for, in June the tbllowing year, the 
great fleet summoned fi-om the Cinque Ports and elsewhere, 
under the ear! of Pembroke, was defeated at La Rochelle, 
and the carl taken prisoner. The hanging of some Rye 
townsmen in 1377 for their lukewarmness in defence (Rot. 
Pari. 3, 70) did not restore the character of EngHsh courage, 
nor could even the spirited abbot of Battel, Hamo de Oflington, 
though he fought off the French at Wiuchelsea, " from noon 
to vespers," prevent the repetition of similar attacks. If the 
admirable ' Chronicle of Battel Abbey ' (lately published by 
our member, Mr. M. A. Lower) bad been continued to this 
date in the same vivid style of ])ortraiture, with which that 
earher record has depicted the men and manners of its period, 
we might have found that the gallant abbot could wield the 
pen as skilfully as the sword. Some pious chroniclers account 
for this arm of the national strength being weakened by the 
sins and immorality of the combatauta (Walsingh. p. 210), 
but we have no reason to suppose the suceessful French were 
much more virtuous. Mutual attacks on the coasts went on, 
and occasionally the English brought back the spoils of 
Normandy, as they did in 1405, to Camber, near Winchelsea, 
now deserted by the sea. It was reserved for the heroism of 
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Henry V to restore the glory of English prowess, and while 
he was preparing for Agincourt, he put every resource into 
requisition ; not only did he summon out all the naval forces 
of the Cinque Ports, but hired ships from Holland, and laid a 
general embargo on all vessels within reach. Winchelsea was 
one of the ports of rendezvous, and when 1500 ships had 
been collected, the king embarked at Southampton, on 
August 10th, 1415, on board his ship the ' Trinity Royal,' and 
ordering her principal sail to be hoisted and unfurled, as a 
signal for departure, disanchored'" to commence hia glorious 
expedition. The vessels built by the king at that period, 
though larger than those supplied by the Cinque Ports, and 
others, probably did not exceed 500 tons and required sixty- 
two sailors for each. 

" Wbeji at Hampton be made the great ' Broraon ' 

Whicli passed other great ships of all the Commons. 

The ■ Trioitie,' ' Grace de Dieu,' the ' Holy Ghost,' 

And other moe which aa bow be lost." 

(P. 23, App. Nicolas' ' Aginc.') 
Besides ' Dromons,' a name implying speed, the ancient 
" ' " ' IViiels,' " ■ - " 



were called, ' Grand Jiieis,' ' Barges, 
'Carrackes'; ' Vissers' appear to have been fiat-bottomed for 
the transport of horses, and ' Ballingei-s ' seem to have been 
adapted for a light draft of water. We learn too the prices 
of some articles at the time of the repair of the king's 'Cog 
Thomas,' in 1347, at Winchelsea; atiUer cost 4*.; anoar,Srf.; 
a capstan, 3s.; and it is interesting to remark the use of the 
loadstone and the early substitutes for chronometers. In 
1345 there were supplied for the king's ship 'George,' toge- 
ther with wine, bread, and salt-fish, "13 glass horeloges 
bought in Jlandcrs 9*. ; 12 sailing stones called adamants 6*. 
(Sir H. Nic. Hist, 2, 180.) In the time of Henry V, the 
records speak of " one dyoU and one seyliug needle," " 1 dyoll, 

11 compasse, and 1 boxe." 
From the numerous MSS. indentures relating to the repairs 
and supplies of the royal ships, a full account might be 
gathered of the items used in ship-building during the 14th 
century, and it is remarkable that the original documents, 
: 
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tboagh drawn ap carefully either id Latin or French, DSQaHy 
leave the names of sever^ articles in plain Knglish, as if the 
technical terms of sailora were hopelessly untranslateaWe. 
NicolaH Pyk seems to have been the principal stup-boilder of 
bifl day in the Thames, and his beautifolly cut seals (one a 
pyke bauriant ; another, a merchant's mark, surmounted by 
a streamer on a pole, within an octagon) remain appended 
t^j the i)archment«, which testify to lus dehveiy of rarioos 
articles to the ships. Thus in 1349, were deUvered to — 

"Adsm Cof(. maatcT of ' ]^ Pleute,' i truttrvpet, 1 lumttr, t i a wn f ta, ■ 
turn grate aaA kitrhcn, (ud nouvtu Tuer, 1 cuisine) 2 lanthonu, % qmnUi <£ 
ttm, 1 KVUdynglinr:, 1 touiufynled, 1 tailinffpiert, 1 reee t^ pakOrtd — « 
■iimncr with tHc old arms fdca annes rielles) of Engka4— s brass po*. 
f large boikn (caudroni nobles), 2 teaUrfiUha. (Carit. K. BiSS. J. P. R. 
M. 74S8.) 

One of these indentures relating to the king's ship ' Le 
Robynet ' delivered in 1 399 at Winchelsea to the master, 
Witnom Picres, may be given as a specimen of such an 
inventory. 

" Suhcnt toit* ceux qne ccatct verront ou apprendront, moi William 
l^cm, mntrt! dc Is nief Nueatre Seignor le Roi Domee ' Le Robynet,' aToir 
racicn de NIchol l*]rk de Londrei les ctio«es sous escriies pour ncc^ssairea an 
dil« DJef en un voinKe vera Nonnandie, c'est a savoir, 1 sieve de demi cents, 
ct SV UildM pour la dite nicf, et y\ gencuca pour la bate du dite nief ^ en 
tcamolgiuaM de ijuele ehoae as ccates mes letrea ai mis moo seal ; escrite a 
WvDdiuHe le xui" jour de Sqibnnbre, I'an du regae notre dit Seignor 
d'An^ctare trrtisme." 

On the leal is an eagle. The ' Robynet ' was the next year 
again at Winchelsea, under the care of John de Baddeby, to 
whom NitholHs Pyk paid £11. for his expenses. 

The details of the repairs dooe to Henry V's ships in 
1409-10, aa paid for by John Elnicton, clerk of the navy, 
(clerici navium regis), exhibit to us the barge " Godegrace 
ill le dokke," ' La Trinitc de la Toure,' ' La Holygost,' ' La 
Katrine,' and other vessels under repairj "the carpenters 
called Hhipwriihea receiving fit/, a day;" charges are made for 
tarrynge, spykynge, rosevynge, and for supplying lianderopcs, 
fowe, raylea/or the hyndercaatell, waynscote, slieytes, kippekokes, 
bakgfayes, pompe, bowesprit, mapolea, epumewater, knowea, 
kehyng, thowtes, hecckyng, hauaer, howlynes, and the expenses 
of moving the vessels from the Thames " usque le dokke," and 
back again to the river. (Carlt. Ride MS. BB. WN. 1461.) 



THE CASTLE 01' HERSTMONCEUX 

AND ITS LORDS. 

BY THE KEV. EDMUND VENABLES. 



INTRODUCTION. 

TnE substance of the following Memoir was read at the 
annual meeting of the Sussex Archaeological Society, held 
at Herstmonceux, July 25th, 1850. It was considered that 
no subject could so legitimately occupy the attention of 
the members on that occasion as the history of the noble 
Castle which had been the cause of their assembling, and on 
which, until Herstmonceux had attained its present hterary 
celebrity, its title to fame had exclusively rested. With the 
history of the Castle that of the Manor was inseparably con- 
nected, a subject that could not be properly treated without 
entering at considerable length into the records of the varioiis 
illustrious families which have, at different times, been seated 
at Herstmonceux. These family records, though I fear dry 
and tedious to the ordinary reader, are of great value to the 
historian, from the light they shed on some of the most in- 
teresting epochs in the anuals of our country ; and any memoir 
of Herstmonceux would have been so incomplete without 
them, that I feel it quite needless to oiFer any apology for 
having entered at such length, and with so much minuteness, 
into these details. The field of my investigations, it is true, 
is not a new one ; several accounts of Herstmonceux Castle 
and its lords, more or less imperfect, already exist ; but those 
who have hitherto treated this subject have been too ready 
to copy from some previous writer, instead of consulting the 
original sources of information for themselves, so that the 
I same errors have been perpetuated and the same misstatements 
[• Mpeated, and little if any addition made to the facts recorded 
Lby Camden or Grose. In the following pages, it is hoped, 
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that some of these errors have been avoided or corrected, and 
that as no pains has been spared in examining every known 
source of information, the result will be satisfactory to the 
Society, at whose expense this further attempt to illustrate the 
history of the Castle and Manor of Herstmonceux has been 
published. 

Had any additional stimulus to diligent investigation been 
needed, it would have been furnished by the consciousness 
that in undertaking to become the historian of Herstmonceux 
Castle, I was occupying ground already opened by men of the 
first antiquarian and literary eminence, in whose hands the 
completion of the task might have been left ivith far greater 
advantage, had tbeu- other more important avocations per- 
mitted them to spare the time required. Our valued member 
(that noble veteran in the cause of archaeology, who fought 
its battles and won its victories, before some of us were bom), 
JohnBritton,;Esq.,r.S.A.,&c.,had drawn up a paper, illustrative 
of the ' History and Architectural Character of Herstmonceux 
Castle,' for the Lewes meeting of our Society in 1848; and 
I am sure I am only expressing the general feehng of the 
members present on that occasion, in saying that it was felt 
to be a disappointment of no ordinary kind, when it was 
found that, in consequence of the lateness of the hour, he 
declined favoiu-ing them with the memoir to wliich many had 
been anxiously looking forward, fearing to overtax the atten- 
tion of the meetmg, which had been long on the stretch. 
This paper, with the generosity which has characterised all 
Mr, Britton's exertions in the cause of archaeology, he at 
once put into my hand when he learnt that I was engaged 
upon the history of the Castle, favouring me with his advice 
and warm encouragement, and granting me the kind permis- 
sion to profit, to the fullest extent, by his labours m this field. 
Well would it be for archaeology, if all who devote themselves 
to its pursuit were equally free from those petty jealousies 
which have done so much to retard its progress, and to hinder 
the accomplishment of its objects. 

Nor is it to the researches of Mr. Brittou alone that the fol- 
lowing pages are principally indebted for what they may con- 
tain of value and interest ; ray thanks are equally due to 
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I Archdeacon Hare, for his liberality in allowing me the use of 
" ' . MS. Collections for the History of Herstmonceiix Castle, 
and of the invaluable series of drawings executed by the late 
Mrs. Hare Naylor, illustrative of almost every part of the 
building before its demolition ui 1777. The most interesting 
of these I have caused to be engraved for the present memoir, 
of which they will form to many the most attractive feature. 
It is mtich to be wished that Archdeacon Hare could have 
fulfilled his original intention of writing the history of the 
Castle and the Parish with which his name is so intimately 
connected ; but his labours in other fields, of far wider interest 
and more lasting importance, have prevented the ac«ompUsh- 
ment of this design ; and it is to be feared that this work wiQ 
still remain on the list of literary desiderata. A considerable 
portion of the materials collected by him have been worked 
up into the following memoir, in which I have sought to dis- 
tinguish those parts in which I have been most largely indebted 

. to his able pen. 

I am glad to take this opportunity of acknowledging the 
I obligations mider which I am for much valuable assistance, to 
[ the kinibiess of fcUow archKologists. Mr. Blaauw has aided 
■ me with his advice, antl readily allowed me to consult him on 
I any point of difficulty : to Mr. Lower and to Mr. Figg I am 
[ indebted for much valuable information, which their intimate 

acquaintance with the antiquities of Sussex so well (qualifies 
! them to give. This too is the place for the grateful mention 

of the liberality of Mr, Petit, who, with his accustomed 
I generosity, has presented our Society with several woodcuts, 
I executed by Mr. Delamotte, illustrative of the Church and 
\ Castle. 

Jlenlmonctin, March IS. 18.51. 
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The parish of Herstmoneeux is a district of 4535 acres, 
ill flic soutli-eastcrn part of the county of Sussex, about four 
niOes from the sea-coast. It is locally situated in the rape 
of Hastings, and the hundred of Foxearl, and ecclesiastically, 
in the diocese of Chichester, the archdeaconry of Lewes, and 
deanery of Dalliiigton. 

" The first syllable of the name Herstinoncenx, as it is spelt 
by the natives," writes Archdeacon Hare, " is the same word 
which occurs at the termination of so many names of places, 
as Penshurst, Lyndhurst, Sandhurst, Midhurst, Wadburst, 
Ticehurst, &c. ; and which is also found at the begmning of 
several names, as Hurstbourn, Hurstpierpoint, Hurstcourtnay. 
It is a Saxon word, denoting a thick wood, or forest, and has 
run the changes through all the vowels in the alphabet. 
Sometimes it is %vrittcn with an i or a y ; and it is evident 
that the first syllable in the names of the adjoining places, 
Horsebridge, Horseye, Horsclungcs, is merely a corruption of 
the same word : for Heratmonceux itself is in like manner 
pronounced Horsemonnces by the common people. On the 
other hand, Ilarz, the German name for mountains covered 
with wood, is evidently another form of the same word. In 
most of our English names it is generally spelt with a u ; but 
in local custom, which in proper names should be decisive, has 
determined in favour of e. The name is written Herst in 
'Domesday Book,' and in almost all the earlier records ; and 
this orthography may be supported by the authority of the 
Hercynia Sihn, the Roman name for the Ilarz." 

The reason of this name will be immediately perceived, 
when it is remembered that we are now standing at the out- 
skirts of the Silva Anderida, the Coit Andred of the Britons, 
the AndredesJeiffc, or Andredeswatd, of the Saxons, that 
immense forest which, commencing near Lyme, in Kent, and 
extending, as the venerable Anglo-Saxon Chronicle ' informs 
us, 120 miles in length from that point, with an average 
breadth of at least 30 miles, occupied great part of Kent and 
Surrey, and the whole of Sussex, with the exception of the 

' An^. Sai. Chron. Ingnm. p. 114. 
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downs and the raaritinie levels, and stretched quite into 
Hampshire. Of this enormous woodland district but few 
scattered remnants now exist, though its memory is still kept 
up, as well by the name WealU applied to the whole district, 
and the prevalence of the wortl Hurst in the local names, as 
by the iorenfs which are still to be found within its ancient 
limits — as Ashdown Forest, Dallington Forest, Darvil Forest, 
&c., though even in these the decay or removal of the timber 
is fast rendering the appellation less and less appropriate. 

Of the condition of Herstmonceux in the times previous to 
the Norman invasion we know nothing, with the exceptioD of 
the fact recorded in Domesday, that in the time of Edward 
the Confessor the manor was in the possession of a priest of 
the name of Edmer, who was not bound by feudal service to 
any particular lord, but could change his residence, and 
transfer his lands at pleasure. Dugdale mentions the manor 
of Ilerst among the enormous possessions of Earl Godwin, in 
Sussex, but it does not seem quite clear whether this was 
Herstmonceux or Huratpierrepoint. 

When the invaluable survey of the Conqueror, popularly 
known as ' Domesday Book,' was compiled, we tind Hcrst in 
the possession of William son of Robert, earl of Eu,' being 
one of lOS manors whicli, together with the Castlcry of 
Hastings (of which Herstmonceux was long accounted a 
member), had been bestowed upon his father by his royal 
relative as a recompense for his eminent services both in the 
council chamber and in the field. It was held of him by one 
Wibert, who was also tenant of considerable lands in Warble- 
ton, Hoo, and other adjacent parishes. The manor was rated 
at five hides, and contained ten ploughlands of arable. In 
the demesne, or portion of the manor used by the lord 
himself, three ploughs were employed ; while on the rest of 

I the manor thirty villeins with twelve cottagers employed 
sixteen ploughs. In the woods there was pannage for two 
hogs. It is interesting and important to remark that the 
E, 
: 



I 



Wibertua tenet dc CoDiile (de Ow) IIkustb. Bdmerpreabytcr tenuit tetaporcltcgui 
Edmrdi a cum (em potuit ire quo vnluit. Et tunc ct modo le di^cndit pro v tudii. 
Terra est tU cinicata:. In domjuki lunt iij caruulc, et xn lUluu cum xij cotarib habeat 
Ibi ecclesin et vij acne prati et silva \] poreonim. Tempore Regis Edwardi 
vnUbnl vj lil>. el pmt i.i solid, Mudo \ lili, (Domesday I, IB.) 
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immediate consequence of the Norman invasion, attributable 
doubtless to the distiu-bed state of the kingdom, and the 
feeling of insecurity generally prevailing, was a depreciation in 
the value of landed property ; though after the lapse of a few 
years, when the country had recovered from the shock of the 
conquest, and the new lords had learnt how to manage their 
recently acquired estates, it rose again in value, and often sur- 
passed its former estimate. Herstmonceux was no exception 
to this rule ; in the time of Edward the Confessor (to quote 
the same time-honoured document) it was valued at six pounds, 
but afterwards fell to twenty shillings, again rising in value, 
until at the time of the taking of the survey it was rated at ten 
pounds. 

After the Domesday record, a long time, as usual, elapses, 
without any notice of the manor or its possessors. But 
there seems no reason to question the truth of Camdens 
statement, that " soon after the Norman invasion it became 
the seat of a noble family, called from it de Herxt." Of these 
the earhest on record is Idonea de Herst, probably the widow 
of one of the owners of the manor, who, by a deed, of which 
the original is, I believe, still extant among Mr. Astles MSS. 
in the Stowe Collection, now at Ashburnham Place, bestowed 
on the monks of Robertsbridge,^ " all her land at Prurahel* 
together with the villains, rents, and appurtenances, to hold 
of her and her heirs in frankalmoigne, on the payment of 
sixpence a year, as an acquittance for every service." In 
return for which generous gift the monks allowed her " the 
common benefit of tlieir house, and the right of participating 
in the goods of their house for ever," besides bestowing on 
her one mark in silver, and on her son Robert a talent of gold. 
If this Robert were Idonea's eldest son, he must have died 
before his mother, as we find in the same collection a deed of 
confirmation of his mother's gift, granted by her son Waleran 
de Herst. Neither of these documents bears dates, but we 
may place them between 1176, when Robcrtsbridge Abbey 

■ Burrell Collection. (MSS. Addit. Brit, Mua. 5679, 699.) 

* Bramehill \a Rotnney Monh. " Once a pretty town, drowned by the bu in King 
Edward the Rnt's reign." The rhunh stood in SuBsM.hiit the greater pari of the parish 
was in Kent. " Some footiteps of the church and homes " were Tisiliie in 1637. but na 
ruins exist at preteiit. (Camden Rrit. p, 211.) 
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was founded, and 1199, whea the name of Waleran de Herat 
appears on the Rot. Cur. Regis.* 

This Wflleran de Ilerst was the first to adopt the suniame 
which has, since his day, formed the latter half of the name of 
the manor held by hini and his lineal descendants till the 
commencement of the eighteenth century. Whence he derived 
the name Monceux is uncertain, and tliough I can confidently 
aay that most of the statements wliich Have been hazarded 
on this point are incorrect, I am unable to supply the true 
solution of the difficulty. 'Hie Monceux were a Norman 
family, deriving their name from a place in the parish of 
Gueron, in the diocese of Bayeux, and are stated by some 
authorities to have come over with the Conqueror. The first 
of the name I find is Drogo, or Drew de Monceux, who 
appears on the Pipe Roll of 31 Henry I (1131), and also as 
# witness to a charter of foundation of Dunstable Priory,* 
'granted by the same monarch. His wife was Edith, daughter 
of William de Warren and Gundrada (names dear to every 
Sussex ArchKologist), whose first hiisbaud was Gerard de 
Goumay, wlio, in the disputes consequent on the Conqueror's 
death, took part with Rnfus against liis elder brother Robert, 
but, from some cause or otlier, soon transferring his alle- 
giance, with his wife accompanied Robert on his joimiey to 
the Holy Land : djing by the way he left Edith a widow in 
a strange land, and she then became the wife of Drew de 
Monceux.' 

lugelram de Monceux is the next of the family whose name 
occurs ; he is mentioned in the Norman Roll * as having, in 
1183, given to the king, Henry 11, the sum of £2G. 5*., 
" that his judgment might be speeded." This mode of 
forwarding a suit, however strange it may appear to us, was, 
at that time, the ordinary mode of proceeding in legal causes ; 
corruption being so universal, even on tiie throne, that bribery 
became a necessity to those who would secure the rightful 
possession of their own. The next document in which the 
name of Ingelram de Monceux occurs supplies further evidence 

^^H, ' Members of Ihe tame fnmily ocrar among the benefaclon oF Ballel Abbey. Kobert 
^^K.'fle Uetsl gave one acre in Sedlescombe ; and Williain, son of Manner ilc Hcnt, a 
^Klrith other houaea, " juits aquam dc SlDDesliilh." (Reg. de Belto, 1, 2ii.) 
^H • Dugdale, Monalt. tS, 240. ' Wition'i Earls of Warren, i, 76 

^^1 ' Madoi'a Exchequer, i, ISG. 





I 



THE CASTLK OP HERSTMOSCEUX 



of this laiiientablt! fact. In this we find that " William de 
Warlmi'ton and lugelraiii de Moncetix give to our lord the 
king," Julin, who was just seated on his unstable throne " the 
sum of 500 marcs, to have the inheritance which belonged 
to Juliana, the wife of William the son of Aymer, whose next 
of kin they affirm they are."' This inheritance consisted of 
land at Compton, in Hampshire, afterwards known as Compton 
Monceux. Five years later, fi" John. Waleran de Munceux 
(the same with Waleran de Herst above mentioned) gave 
100 marcs, in order that he might have his just proportion 
of the said estate, of which one-half fell to him, and the other, 
together with the esnelia, or elder son's portion, to William."* 
Eleven years later, William, the son of Waleran, had seisin 
granted of lands in Hampshire, probably the estate in ques- 
tion. What the connection between Ingelram and Waleran 
was, it is difficult to detennine, but it seems that it was from 
liim that the name was adopted, which was thenceforward 
borne by the family (that of Herst being entirely dropped), 
and which has been perpetuated in the names of the parishes, 
llerstmonceux and Compton Mouceus, in Hampshire. 

Waleran appears again in 1207 as one of the bail of 
Roger, the son of Adam, sheriff of Hampshii-e ;" but he must 
have died shortly after that date, as in the first year of 
Henry HI, a.d. 1217, his son and heir, William, had " such 
seisin of his lands," granted by the sheriiF of Hampshire) 

> Rot. de nn. Hardy, ml. i. p. 19, I" John, a. d. 1 199.—" Svtbaut. WiUelmas de 
WcrbinloiiB rt Engelruniu de MuuikII dnnt Daniino n^ D. Marcu pro hal)ends here- 
ditste qiup fuit Juliuix luoris Willelini lUii Aldelnii ciyus hi^rcdea sunt iiTopinquiores at 
dicant. Solveode saM per in* annoB ad (estum Smcti Midiaelii protiiui posl curana- 
tioDem Domini Regia." 

'" Rol deTia. U»rdy, vol. i, p. 310, 0° John, a.d. 1205.— ■■ Suthaut. WaleruiiiB de 
MuDceaus dat centum murcot pro halienda ntioosbili |«nc sob de bereditalc qus fuit 
Juliuiip quunilBtn itiom Willelmi filii Aiidelmi venoB Wilielmuni de Wirberton, uade ipti 
Waleraous et WillelmuB sunt hcredei, scilicet quod ima medietas Uliui bereditatii renunet 
prediclo WiUclmo com ouetia, et alia medielaa prediclo Walcrouo. Et mnndatum eat 
Vicecomiti quod per visum legnljuiu el discretorum homiDURi de comitalu suu, fieri bdat 
partitionem de terra quie fuit ipsius Julianse in Sirefeld et Cumton secundum fnnnam 
pTOScriploit), el predicto Willelmo plenariam sBisioaDi habere fecial de medietale pre- 
dictarom lernu-uiu cum einctia. ct de alia medielate [iredicto Walerano, et qiialiler iltam 
particioncni feoerit. el quit eorum ((unin jiorcioneni babuerit, Domino R^ scire ftciat per 
litem (luu, et blada et alia catalla iUaium termnuD salvo cuslodiat donee Dtrique illonmi 
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" as he had, on the day that he receded from t]ui feaUy and 
service of King John." '* 

Four years later, 1221, May 18th, we find William de 
Uonceux attached to the family of William earl of Warren ; 
and the king commanded the sheriff of Sussex not to put 
him on any a^isize, in consequence of this connection.'^ 

In 1225-6, William de Monceux was constable of Pevensey 
Castle,''* then in the hands of the before-named Earl of 
Warren; upon whose death, m 1240, leaving his son and 
heir, John, not more than four or five years old, he appears 
as guardian of his lands ;'* a lucrative office, which he was 
I forced to resign, in the following year, to the royal favourite, 
l^eter of Savoy, uncle to the young Queen Eleanor. The 
Pilonours heaped on tins nobleman and the other relations 
of the queen, who, though aliens in blood, monopolised the 
chief offices of dignity in the realm, and were enriched 
with the spoils of the young noblemen placed under their 
guardianship, produced great disgust among the neglected 
English,'* and may be reckoned among the causes which led 
to the aheuation of the barons from their sovereign, and the 
sanguinary battles of Lewes and Evesham. In 1241-2, when 
the inquisitions contained in the Tesfn de Nevill for Sussex 
were taken, Peter de Savoy is returned as holding the honour 
of Warren," as guardian of the earl, as well as the honour 
and barony of the Eagle in capite, for two knights' fees and a 

" ClauK noils, 1 Hen. Ill, p. 310. 

' CUiue HoUi, p. -ISS, b Ueu. III. " Rex Vicecoiiiili Sui9«i uluteni, iinccipimuii tibi 
1 ponas Tel poni penuittas Willelniuni Ac MuuceU militeni et aociuni dilocti et 
il Doatn WiUelmi Comilis Wirreiu in aliqua assisa cjuundiu fuerit Ue (amilia ipria« 
|Com. Weat. Maf Ig." 

" Dugdale, Bar. i. 76, 77 ; Clause RoUa, 10 Ucn. 111. 

• Excerpt, e Hot, fin. p. Hi. P'. Johe de Biirgo. Manrtatiim est WJIIo >le Miinccam, 

nlodi iermrvm qwe/uervnl Ifiilelmi Conufi* lI'arrenH, qitnd demandam cgiiam facit Johi 

Ic Biirgo pro reletio sao pro terrU qua; fuenint Mai^ie soniris pretlieti Joliie <|uaa tenujt 

Bde pntdich) Com. pooet in tcapectum usque ad feslum sd. Jofais Bapt., nana. &c., iiv. 

It, R. ipud Windlcsor (Windsor), j. die Jun. 25 Hen. Ill, 1241. 

gntix 1242. Rumor de kdvenlu Coinilia Richsrdi, de Terra Stncta redeuiilia, 
percrebuit. Quo ct^to Petnu de Sabaudia, Comci RJeLeniundiK, caslra regni emiDentiora 
et fiuaosiora, qua? suaeeperal cuatodieiida, in manuni regis, ul vir discretaa et dreunispectus. 
pmdenter rcsijnavit. latelleiit enim quod maguateg Anglic ma^um de ejus repentina 
•latlatione mnccperant indignationcm, uude nimis ndTentum (^onlilill furtnidabat. Porro 
^H' krc ipHiia Petri pruileiiiJa muUoruin rarda sedivii. (Malt. West. p. 3U7.) 
^B '' T»U de Nevill, gip. 222, 22.'t. 
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hali'; uiidtT liiiii William de Munceus held half a fee in 
Herst, aud two fees and a half under Alice, countess of Eu,'* 
who then held the honour of Hastings. From other parts of 
the same collection of documents, we find that he also held 
Little Ongar, in Esscx,'^ and tliree-fourths of a knight's fee 
in Cumpton,^" by the service of mareschaucie, i.e. of shoeing 
and acting as farrier to the king's horses, whenever it might 
please hira to require such services. 

Waleran de Monceus, second of the name, succeeded his 
father, William, and took a prominent part in the civil dis- 
turbances of the times, on the side of Simon de Montfort, 
against King Henry HI ; who, in the spring of 1204 (as we 
learn from a MS. cited in Mr. Lower's ' Chronicle of Battel 
Abbey '), when on his way from Battel to the disastrous field 
of Lewes, spent the night at Herstmonccanx, where, while 
his army were employing themselves in hunting and destroy- 
ing the park, a certain nobleman, named Roger de Toumay, 
struck by a stray arrow in the throat, miserably perished.^* 
This notice establishes the fact of the existence of a mauor- 
honse previous to the erection of the present Castle, of which 
no other record is met with ; even its site cannot be accu- 
rately detenuined, though it is probable that it stood in the 
same position as at present, as the fine Spanish chestnut 
trees to the west of the Castle seem to be older than the 
building itself ; and as this must doubtless have been the 
reason why the ehm-ch erected in the 13th century (one 
having existed at the time of the Domesday survey) was 
placed at the extremity of the parish, at a distance from all 
the inhabitants, except the immediate retainers of the lord of 
the manor. 

The battle of I^ewes terminated, as it is needless to remuid 
the reader, in the total defeat of the king and his forces. 
Among the prisoners taken by de Montfort was Robert de 

" Alice, daughiet of Henry VI, rarl of Eu. loinied Raoul de Lnsignui, circn 1200; 
•he ilied eirea 121G, Mid uii Ijiiricd in the ahliey of Poucirmont. {EsUncelin, p. &9.) 

!• TeslideNcvill, p,2C9. =' [b. pp. 234, 235, 237. 

** . . . . " Apud Uenit una nocte hos[iiUtuB uhi, dum eierciCui vciutknu et destructioni 
pafd iniiiteret. qnidun ooliilis Rogcrua Ae TouniAy canu iniieiBMi icta sapttv in giitlure 
percuMiiB inleriil." (MS. Cliron. in liibl. Bodl.; Lnwcr's Chrouicle of Dsllel Abbey. 
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Pierpoint of Hurstpierpoint, who was " put to no leas than 
700 marks fine for his ransom ; for the payment whereof, 
besides his own bond, he was constrained to bring in, as secu- 
rity, Waleran de Mmieeaus," who it will be remembered had 
espoused the cause of the barons.** 

Waleran himself after the ruiu of hia party at Evesham, 
followed the fortunes of the heroic Eleanor, widow of de 
Montfort, and formed one of the garrison with which she 
attempted to hold out Dover Castle against the royal forces 
during the summer of 1265. After her departure to France, 
in October of the same year, the Castle was recovered by 
Prince Edward, and in the following year we are glad to read 
the record of the pardon of Waleran de Monceus, among many 
others." 

The next record in which the name of Waleran appears 
' Ed, I, A.D. 1278-9) speaks of more quiet times, and a 
Bore settled state of public affairs. It is a claim brought by 
' im through his attorney,"* by name Simon de Sipton, for the 
ight of freewarren at Herst and Lanckestrode ; the claim 
J brought before a jury who decided in Waleran 's favour; 
ririth a reservation for the rights of the king to moot the 
question again wlienever he might see fit. His wife was 
Joan de Saunford, a tenant of the king in capite, whose lands 
were taken into the king's hand on her death in 1278. 
She also held the manor of Shelley in Essex, of the earl of 
Hereford, by the service of one knight's fee.'* About this 
period Herstuionceux was honoured by another royal visit : 
on Friday, Sept. 15th, 1302, Edward I visited Herstuionceux 
on his way from Michelham Priory to Battel.^ 

On the death of Waleran the manor passed to his son 
John, wjio died in the 30th year of Edward 1, and by a post- 
mortem inquiry was found possessed of Compton Manor, 
Hants, and East Hurst, Sussex. His son, John de Monceus, 



r* Dngdile'a Baronige, ii, p. ihl. 
•• PUdt. de (|UD warmntQ. fol. 7S7. 
" Grig. Abbrei-. vol. i, p. 30, Ed' 
RodulTo lie Suidroyde quod capiant in n 
Johann* ile Saunford qiiic fiiil uxor Wal 

: An-h. CoUecliont, II, p. 153. 



. " Mandatum i»t lUcaido de Ilalebnilc et 
im Regis omncs trtva et tenemcaU lie quibiu 
li de Mounc^eauB, qux de Rege teauit in capite 
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succeeded liiiu, wliose fealty the king accepted in the same 
year'" for lands at Conipton, by the annual service of 13«. 4(/. 

This John died 9" or 10" Ed. II, leaving this manor (which 
he was found to hold of John de Bretagne, carl of Richmond, 
for two knights' fees and a half ^*) and Compton, to his son, 
who bore the same name, and at the time of his father's 
death was twenty years and a half old. 

This WHS the last possessor of the manor who bore the 
name by which it still continues to be distinguished. John de 
Monceux died without issue, and his sister, Maud, who 
mhcrited his estates, carried them into the noble family of 
Fienes, on lier marriage with Sir John de Fienes about the 
middle of Edward the Second's reign.^^ It will now be 
nccessar)- to leave the immediate subject of our consideration 
for a short time, and turn our attention to the family of 
Fienes, who then became the possessors of the manor of 
Herstmonceus, and in whose descendants it remained till the 
time of Queen Anne. 

This family, which for many generations was one of the 
most considerable in the souUi of Fingland, derived its origin 
from Conon de Fiennes,*" who in 1112 was carl of Boulogne, 
taking his name from a village in the Boulonnais territory. 
John de Fienncs, one of the same family, but, according to 
Duchesne, of another branch, accompanied the Conqueror and 
was by him made hereditary constable of Dover Castle,** 

" Rot. Orig. Abbrev. p. 123. Munfnu hu been priolcd by in error for Mancw*. 

'" Inq. p. luort. 10 Ed«. 11. 

" She was married before 20 Edw. Ill, in which year Mntilda de Ferren. wife of John 
de InsuU, vai found to hold the manor of Compton Moneeui for life, of John de Fienes 
Bud Maud hia wife. EichEt. 20 Ed«. Ill, 

" Dictionnaire de la Nobleasc, \i, p. 3SH. Oiicheine, Hiituire de la Muson de Chai- 
tUlon i>ur Mams, pp. 2S8, 2S9. 

" Sciendum eat quod Domiuiw Waielniiu diix NonusBni* postquBin per bellutn acqui- 
Biiit regnma AngUic, Soda comilibus mulloa bonores proiit decuit laigitus eit; inter 
CKtera conatabulajifliD Castri Uoveriie in perpetuum feodom conliilit Doniino de Fieois. 
Dedit etiam eidem Domino 5U mililei, et dim. mililem ; ipse vero lit gratus domioo bdo et 
liilelis, asBignaiit has niililes ad cuitodiam dicli castri, rii quod qaolibet mense intrartnl 
qualuor od cuslodiam did! caatri el in line mensia illia recedeiitibui venirent alii loco 
illomtn, et sic iiotueniut prolicere lumum suum lemcl per annuui. Omnea isli predict 
militet facicbaiit wardam caatri per le >'el per alios secundum curium prcdiclum usque lul 
teiDpus Regis Johannis. Domiuua vero Fenea (qui pro tempore foil) semper fuit cotiBtabu- 
Ivina castri. Tandem Rei et magnate! siii cnnsidoratitca non esse tulum alieuigeuBm et 
ulleriua re^ hominem habere cuatndiBm principalis rasiri tolius rrgni, feceninl gratiam 
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1 warden of the Cinque Ports ; offices wbich were enjoyed by 
e of his descendftiits^" till the time of King John; when 
lin de Fienes was removed on the plea that " it was not 
consistent with the security of the country tliat a foreigner, who 
owed allegiance to another sovereign, should hold the principal 
castle of the kingdom, which was as it were the lock and key of 
the whole realm." The wardeiiship was then given to Hubert 
de Burgh, and John de Fienes had an equivalent granted 
him elsewhere. The statement given by Collins and others is 
that he received the manor of VVendover, Bucks, in exchange for 
the constableship of Dover ; but this is probably iiicorrect, aa 
that manor came into the family by the marriage of Ingelram de 
Fienes (the progenitor of tlie branch under consideration) with 
Sibyl de Tlngrie,'' the daughter and heiress of Pharamuse 
of Boulogne, the nephew of Maud the queen of Stephen. 
A royal marriage was at that time, as we have already had 
occasion to remark, regarded as the signal for the arrival in 
England of swanus of needy foreigners, the relations or 
dependants of the new t^ueen, who were too often enriched at 
the expense of the more legitimate candidates for the favour 
of their sovereign. Pharamuse seems to have risen high in 
the esteem of his royal uncle, from whom he received, in 
addition to the lucrative position of Comptroller of his House- 
hold and other substantial jjroofs of hia affection, the manors 
of Wendover, Bucks,'* and Clapham and Carshalton in Surry.'^ 
Tlie manor of Martok in Somerset he was already possessed of 
by inheritance, from Eustace, earl of Boulogne, father of the 
well-known Godfrey, king of Jerusalem, to whom it had been 
given by WilHam the Conqueror.^* Sibyl inherited the whole 
of these vast domains, which, by her marriage with Ingelram 
de Fienes, she transferred to that family, who from that time 
appear to have made England their principal home. Ingelram 

dicto domino dc Fenn alibi, et ila rccessii de offida congtuhuUni et Duminiu Hubertiu it 
Burgo Cornea Kiauiec fsctut est cunitsbuliiriua cutri. (Ex Cod. MS. in Scacc tociIo, " le 
Quire de Duver." MSS. Burrell, 5679, G99. MSS. Addit. M85, 178.} 

" Jeakei'i Cinque Ports, p. 47. tlauted's Kent. 
I ' Tingrie ii * iidbII village in Die viciaiCy of Boulogne. 

'* Lysons' Bucks, p. 659) Lipscomlw'sBuclu, ii,p.46S. Phiramuie gsTC the ■dvu*non 
i Wenduier la the cuioni of S. Muy 0vli7b, Southnark, circa 1141. Sibyl inoeued 
m l>eiie&ctioa wilh " all (he tiibe uf hay " &oiu tlic same parisb, 

' Manning and liray's Suiwy, iii, p. 300 ; ii, i>. 508. 

" Collinion'i Somenet. 
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accompained Philip, earl of Flanders, to tlie Holy Land, and 
was slain at the siege of Acre, a.d. 1190. Nine years later, 
(1 John) the nidowed Sibyl purchased at the price of 200 
marcs, the coDfirmation of her manors, and " licence to marry 
whomsoever she pleased of the king's faithful subjects;"^' 
a license which, as she remained unmarried till her death, 
must be interpreted as a pcnnission to consult ber own 
pleasure as to a second marriage, and not be forced to accept 
the highest bidder for her hand as a husband. 

Sibyl, after her husband's death "in vidiutate et libera potes- 
tate mea," confirmed the grant of a hide of land in Balham, 
belonging to tlie manor of Clapham, to the abbey of Bee, in 
Normandy.^* Another gift of hers on record strikes a reader 
as somewhat extraordinary. It is that of one William 
Hauwis, a freeman, belonging to her manor of Wendover 
" with ail belonging to him, and aU the progeny he has or ever 
may have, together with all his goods and chattels," to Reginald 
son of Alexander, lord of Hampden, who is in return to 
render to her and her heirs two capons yearly at Martinmas.** 
A similar benefaction is recorded on the pai-t of her son 
William, who gave to the canons of S. Mary Missenden in 
frank almoigne all the land which Wimond held of him iu 
Wendover, and Wimond himself " cum tota sequela et progenia 
sua." *** 

Sibyl, who in 1201 gave the king 20 marcs for leave to 
cross the seas,*' was alive in 1217 : " her manors seem to have 
been transferred in her lifetime to her son William,''^ who 
married Agnes de Uammartin, sister of Renaud, carl of 
Boulogne** and Simon, Count of Ponthieu. 

V Rotuli de Ob), p. 2. a. d. 1 199. " Scbilia dc Tingera dat dnn rcgi cc luarvis pro 
babendi tern de Maretoc el de Weailovra. et pru liccnciil marifiadi tse cuicniique vuluerit 
de fldcUbUK dni ri^is." Muining and Bray refer to a Bimilar record relating li 
of Cl^bam, iii, p. 360. 

" Dugdale's Monut. vi, p. 1068, 

» MSS. Addil. Bril. Mm. 6815, 17*. « Dugdalc't Monasl. vi. p. 5 

" Roluli de Oblitis. Hard)>, 145. a, a. l:iOI, Biickitigham. " Sibilta de Pena i 
IX marcas pro eodem (i. e. pro tranafretatiuae) tenet feoila ij niililiim et uou plui 

" Clause Rolls, i, p. 372. She paid aculagt: in Surrey, a. p. 1317. 

" CIbum Rolh. i, pp.68. 79, 185, 228. 294. 

" Two iniu of William de Pieiiei, logetfaer with hit own wife, and other* were _ 
pledge* of fidelity by Regjiudd Dammartin, cart of Boulc^ne, when r-^ndering liomagc u 
f«l[y to King John. a.d. 1212. tRymer. Pte.1. i, 1. 50.) 
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In 1206, April IDth, King John granted William de Fienes 
" such ])lenary seisin of the manor of Martok, Somerset, as 
his mother Sibyl had."" A year afterwards. Mar. I6th, 1307, 
this manor and that of Wendover, Bucks, were still in her 
hand, and the king issued his warrant from Farnham to the 
sheriffs of the two counties to give William possession of the 
lands *' which his mother Sibyl gave up before us in our 
court,"** and to allow her a reasonable provision, " rationabQe 
estuverium " from the same land. 

From the various entries in (he Clause Rolls, William would 
appear, at one time, to have stood high in his sovereign's 
fevour. A few years subsequent to the foregoing extracts, a 
warrant appears to " WiUiam the son of Peter to allow Luke, 
William de Fienes's chaplain, to have one palfrey " probably 
out of the royal stud " on piu-chase."*' Both Wendover and 
Martok, being portions' of the royal demesne, ap]iear to have 
been continually taken into the king's hand, and transferred 
from the Fienes to other lords, who might happen, for the time, 
to stand higher in the favour of the fickle sovereign, or whose 
good will it was desirable to purchase by some substantial 
mark of royal approbation. These frequent changes caused 
great intricacy in the records of this period. Collins refers to 
an ancient deed, which proves that Martok*" had been, at one 
time, held by William, the son of King Stephen, who gave it 
to William de Fienes. Wendover, which we have seen, was 
among the ])ossessions of Pharannisc and his daughter Sibyl, 
we find, A.D. 1210, in the hands of Hugh Gumey, who gave 
700 marcs for Ucence to hold it.*^ In 1214 he took part 
with the rebellious barons, and forfeited his lands, which were 
not however iinmediately restored to their legitimate owner, 
but in heu of them the sum of £60 was assigned out of the 
royal treasury,*" " donee ei alibi providerimus." The next 
year (Sept. 15, 1215), the sherift' was commanded by the 
king to grant him full seisin of his hereditary estate of 
Wendover. John was then at Dover, anxiously awaiting the 
mercenary recruits iroia the continent, by whose means he 
hoped to reduce the insurgent barons, and annul the great 
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charter, which had just been extorted from him ; and from 
the tenor of the above-mentioned warrant, he would seem to 
have reckoned on tlie active support of William de Fienes in 
the accomplishment of his pmpose. But since, in the next 
year, July 25, 1216,*' de Fienes was deprived of bis manor of 
Martok, and described in the warrant as "being with the 
king's enemies," " qui cum inimicis nostris est," the probable 
inference is that he had refused to accede to John's demands, 
and had joined the standard of the French Prince Lionis, to 
whoui the barons had offered the English crown. It is how- 
ever not improbable that he was disgusted with the arrogance 
of Louis, and soon returned to his allegiance ; for iu httle more 
than a month (Sept. 5, 1210),*^ full seisin of his manor of 
Wendover, which was probably forfeited at the same time 
with Martok, was restored by the king, who, in five weeks 
from that time (October 18), terminated his inglorious 
existence at Newark-ou-Trent. One of the first acts of those 
who exercised the royal authority in the name of the young 
King Henry HI, was to issue a warrant to the bishop of 
Winton, commanding him to allow W. de Fienes peaceable 
possession of his lands "in bailla sua," ^' so long as he 
rendered faithful service to the king. And the next year 
(Jan. 27, 1217), such seisin in the \ill of Martok is granted, 
as he had before the war;** and in 1218 we find he had 
ah-eady paid 200 marcs for having seisin of Wendover.** In 
1221 he paid a hundred marcs for having custody of the 
lands in Kent, which belonged to Arnold, Earl of Guisnes.** 
Martok and Wendover were taken into the king's hand, on 
account of his not coming or sending to the king's array in 
Wales,*' but lie soon made his peace with his feeble sovereign, 
and had re-seisin granted of his lands. 

In the Testa de Nevill** the name of W. de Fienes occurs, 
as holding one fee in Gcasick All Saints, and two fees, one of 
which was of the new assessment (unde imum de novo) in 
Somerset and Dorset, for which he paid scutage to the amount 
of £2. 38. 4d. in the nineteenth and twentieth years of 
Henry III, a,d. 1235-6, He also held a fee in Carshalton. 



'I CUuae Holtii. i. p. 278. « Ibid. p.2B6. " niid. p. 294. 

" Ibid. p. 2S7. « Ibid. p. 367. " Kot. Eiccrpl. e Rot Pio. p. tt. 

■' Gausc RolU. i. p. r.J2. " Teal, dc NeviU. pp, ISO, 16C. 168. 
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tand half a fee in Clapliain of Hugh de Bohun.*" Two years 
I'^later, 1238, an inquest was held, to determine whether he 
■ought to do more service than tliat of one knight for tlie six 
Vkiights' fees he held of the kiug in the honour of Boulogne.^ 
In the year 1294 he was commanded to fit himself with 
Ihorse and arms, and attend the king at Portsmouth, on the 
►erst of September, and thence to sail with him to Gascony."' 
William dc Fienes died 25 Hen. Ill, a.d. 1240-1, and was 
succeeded by his son Ingelram, who married a daughter of 
Jacques, lord of Conde, by whom he had two sons, William, 
and Giles, the progenitor of the Fieneses of Heratmonccux. 
He inherited his paternal manors, and, a.d. 1243, March 3, 
" received the king's discharge for ten pounds, which he owed 
for his reUef, and had respite for a further debt of fifteen 
marcs." ^ The next year his manors of Martok, Clapham, 
Wendover, &c., were taken mto the king's hand, by reason of 
an inquisition concerning the lands of Normans and strangers : 

I but his mother Agnes was permitted to have the administration 
of her son's goods together with the wheat and other produce 
of the manors,^ until their restoration, which does not seem to 
have been long deferred.** About this period many entries 
occur in the Close and Fine Rolls, confirming the remit- 
tance ^ of the debts of his father and grandmother Sibyl, and 
postponing the demand of his own from time to time. In the 
Testa de Nevill he stands as the inheritor of his father's 
manors of Clapham and Carslialton ; the latter held of H, de 
Bohun, earl of Hereford, of the honour of Maudcvill.*^ 
Ingelram played a very conspicuous part in the civil wars, 
which caused so much misery and bloodshed during the reign 
of the weak and fickle Henry HI ; and in all the complicated 
scenes of confusion which accompanied the contest between 
the king and the barons, he remained firm in his allegiance to 
hia sovereign. In 1263 he apprehended young Prince Henry, 
at Boulogne,"' who had joined the barons against the king, 
ids uncle, and had pursued John ManscI, the obnoxious 






■• TeitadeNevUI, p. 220. 

*> Kjniicr Fted. I, iii, p. 131. 

■* Itnd. p. 415 ; Clatue Roll, 23 Hen. 

CtdUni'i Proceedings: Rot, de Fin. 

TaUde Nevill, pp.221, 229. 



" Madoi'i Eicbeqiier, i, G48. 
»= Rot. Esoerpt. e Rut. Rn. p. 405. 
^ Hunt«"a Rot. Select, |i. 2C5. 
p.2Sn, 277; CUnae, 31 Hen. 111. 
"J Ulaauw'a Barons' W«r. p. 8B. 
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further mention of John dc P'iencs in our English records 
ceases. He becnrac naturalized in France, where his son, 
{by his wife Isabella, seventh daughter of Guy Danipierrc, 
earl of Flanders,) Robert suruamed " Le Moreau " became 
Grand Constable, and died without issue circa 1370.^" 

We must now turn to another member of this family ; 
Giles, son of Ingelrara II, and uncle of the aljove-mentioned 
John, who prior to V Edw. II, 1313-14 had married Sibyl the 
daughter and heiress of William Filiol of Oidcourt in the 
parish of Wartling, and Cecilia his wife, sister of Ayiner de 
Chanccaux.^' The Filiols were an Essex family, and in all 
probability derived their name, according to Morant, from 
one of their progenitors having been the godson "jUiolm, 
plleiil " of one of the kings of England.^^ The manor of 
Oidcourt was situated to the west of WartUng Church, and 
the manor-house, of which no remains are now traceable, 
stood on the high bank which hangs so picturesquely over 
the road to Pcvensey.^^ Some intcsting particulars concerning 
Sibyl Filiol may be gathered from the record in the assize 
rolls of our county of a suit brought by her and her husband, 
Giles de Fienes against Richard de Pageham ; to recover 
forty pounds as a compensation for her violent abduction on 

" DDClieaae layi (Hiit. de la Maiion de ChaatiUon, p. 2S9), " Robert 1c Motmo reniUt 
de graoda aervica anx R<hs Philippe de Vslois, Jean, sod CtiRrlei V. qui Vemploj'erent 
en plusieun grsnda negomtiotu." Ue became conalnhle of Frniice after tbe battle of 
Poicliera. In 135S he wu appointed Uealenant of the kiug and Regent in ricnTdy; in 
April 1.159, he look S. Valery and other fortresees, and restored Auierre and other pUees 
lo Iheir obedience, and nhcn the king of England came to U7 siege to PariB, he ciuiie to 
KTve under the Regent, and, in the month of April I3UI), by order of the Dauphia, went to 
England, to speak to the king. On hii retiim he sened in Langucdoc ta the king'* Ueu- 
Icnanl. and obliged hia enemies to quit tbe country : he um present at the coronation of 
Charles V, in. 1364, aiid six years aftemards resigned tlie Conslableship, by reason of age, 
to Bcrtraud du Gueselin. 

" Colhns's Proceedings. After her Imaband's death Ceciba married Ralph de Gymenlon. 
Placit. Reg. S3 Hen. lit. 

» The Rhola held the manor of Kelvedon, Essia. Morant aajs (ii, p. 251 ), " By a 
seal appended to a grant of Wm. Filiols, (o Coggeahill Abbey, wliich bean the device of ■ 
Font, with a King on one side, and a Bishop on the other, holding a Child, aa in the cere- 
mony of baptism, it is reasonably supposed that tbe family had a tradition that tliia simame 
had been given St the baptism of one of them, by some of the kings of England." 

"* " This manor slandeth oue mile distant from the place of Hcrstraoneeui, adjoining to 
the park of I lentmonceiix, in the south aide thereof^ tbe same bring an ancient auiu^ 
ibe site l«ing moated about without any edifices." (Ilayley MSS.) 
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the thirtieth of August, 1223. The brief sets forth" " that 
on the Morrow of the Decollation of S. John the Baptist. 
Aug, 30tb, 1223, Richard de Pageham did take, and cause to 
be taken by some persons unknown, the said Sibyl by night at 
Wartling, and carried her off, and led her from place to place, 
until he imprisoned her at RuugetoD, and kept her there for 
three yeais, to the grievous harm of the said Giles and Sibyl." 
De Pageham defended himself by claiming her parents' 
license for all that he had done, inasmuch as AVilliain Filiol 
her father and Cecilia his wiSe had granted him " the marriage, 
ffaardianship, and noiuishment of Sibyl after ber father's death 
for the sum of 200 marks, of which he had paid six marks ; 
and that, after her fathers death, her mother gave him the 
nourishment of the said Sibyl, and yielded corpora! possession 
by reason of marriage and nourishment, as before agreed on, 
and that he had done no harm to her nor imprisoned her." 

It is difficult from the face of the brief to determine how 
far Sibyl and her husband were justified in the charge they 
brought against Be Pageham, or to what extent his conduct 
was authorised by the agreement between him and her father. 
Sibyl was ahve in 12'JG, so that she must have been very 
young, in all probability a mere child, in 1223, the date of the 
BO-caDed abduction, which might in fact have amounted to no 

tmore than the lawful guardian taking his ward into his own 
keeping until she were of age to choose a natural protector 
for herself. At all events, it is clear that Giles felt there was 
little chance of obtaining the desired satisfaction, for when 
the day of trial arrived, and he was summoned to support the 
prosecution, he faded to appear, leaving himself and his bail 
it, the mercy of the court, which ordered that the names of 
those who had stood his bail should be called, but eventually 
finding that he had license to withdraw his brief, extended its 
pardon to him for his contempt,^ 

In 1269, when the wise adoption by Henry III, at the par- 
hament of Marlborough, of the most valuable of the provi- 
sions of De Montfort, had disarmed resistance and thoroughly 



I** Collius's Prooeedings, 7 Edw. I, 127S 
" " Bijdiui solemniler Tocatus iinn ver 
irofcqueudo, in muerimrdit. Queranlur 
quit Ikentiun hKbnit recedendi dc brevi tn 
L 



Ideo ipse p.l plegii si 



146 THE CASTLE OF II P.BSTMONCECX 

tranquillised the country, which had been so long torn by 
intestine strife, Prince Edward and his cousin Henry took 
the cross, and set out for tlie Holy Land, accompanied by 
nearly one hundred and fifty English lords and knights. 
Among these were Sir William do Fienes and his brother 
Sir Giles.®^ They probably left Palestine with Edward in the 
year 1273, and returned to England; five years afterwards 
Sir Giles appears as the plamtiff in the suit against De Page- 
ham, and five years later stiU we meet with a warrant under 
the royal seal of Edw. I, dated Carnarvon, Aug. 13th, 1233," 
empowering him to take three bucks from Epping Forest, 
and commanding the warden of the forest to give him all the 
help in his power in hunting them. In the year 1289-90 
hia name occurs ^ as having freewarren at " VciUecourt " 
{/.e.Oldcourt), and Mersham, and he appears to have died before 
1293, leaving his estates to his son John. His widow, Sibyl, 
had the quiet possession of her goods confirmed to her by roya! 
warrant dated S. Albans, Jan. 24th, 1296, the deed expressing 
that it was in return for the good allegiance of her husband. 

John dc Fienes married Joan Jordaine,*^ daughter and 
heiress of Jordan son of Reginald, hereditary Forester of 
Windsor Park, an office which remained for some generations 
in this fanuly.9** He died 5" Edw. Ill, a.d. 1331, and was 
succeeded by his sou John, the husband of Maud de Monceux, 
heiress of Herstnionceux. This John de Fienes died April 5th, 
A.D. 1351,^' seised of the manors of Herst and Corapton 
Monceux. On his death there was an inquisition held at 
HerstmonceiLx before Thomas Hoo, the king's eschcator in 
Sussex, and the jury foimd that " John de Fienes and his wife 
held the manor and advowson of the church, of the earl of 

« Clum RoU, 51" Hen. III. " lb., W Edw, I. «> Cticoi. Rol, Ch»rt. !B" Eclw. I. 

* ColUas'i Proceedings, 23" Edw. I. On her husband's death she married Sir Ailani 
de Shnresbull, and was alive 34" Edw. IH. 

" Sir W. de Fienes was admiltcd foresler of Windaor on his father's death, uid by sa 
inq. post mort. held at Twyford in January 1402, he was found to have held ■ certain 
baily in Windior Forest called " Lc Twichcn." worth twenty-four shillings and Mi[iciice, 
or iiayment of ten HhiUings annuaUy. 

" Eichxt. 25" Edw. III. Jolianries de Fienes obiit quiuta die Apri]. et Matilda uxor 
ejus dcfilnctBfiiitbau«sde Herst Monceaui iu com. Sussex e( Complnn Miinceaux ineoin. 
Southampton, et Willelmus de Fienes lilius ct hicrcs conim fiiit Ktalis 21 ani 
purif. B- V. M. 
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Richmond, as lord of the honour of Hastings, by service of one 
knight's fee, on rendering 1 lb of cuinin-aeed every Michaelmas ; 
and that William de Fienes son of John was the next heir." 
William succeeded his father, and married Joan, daughter and 
heiress of Geoffrey, Lord Say, and died in 1361. At the 
inquisition held after his death the jury found that " at Herst- 
monceux there is a capita! messuage with garden adjoining, 
which is worth nothing a year, beyond the reprises;"" that 
there arc 351) acres of arable laud lying in marsh, of which 
two ports can be sowed yearly, and that an acre is worth 9d. 
a year, beyond the reprises, producing altogether £13. 2«. Qd.; 
there are 199 acres of arable land, two-thirds of which can 
be sowed every year, of which each acre is worth 4-d. when 
sown, when not sown Sd., as pasturage for beasts ; the other 
third is worth 2d. an acre as pasture ; there are 1 acres of 
meadow, worth 10*. a year; the value of an acre is l'2d. and 
no more, because it is often flooded, and cannot be mown 
except in a dry season ; 20 acres of bush, worth 3*. 4d. a year, 
for pasturage of sheep and other beasts ; 8 acres of bush 
called BeiHse/l,^^ worth nothing because they are copse, and 
were cut down before William's death ; 80 acres of arable 
called Lewstrode, worth 20s. a year ; the price bf an acre is 
Sd. for pasture, because it cannot be sown and " is overgrown 
with heath ;" 20 acres of bush called Bokage in Lewstrode, 
worth nothing because they are copse. Lewstrode and 
Bemsell are alienated to William de Batisford in fee. " And 
they say that the rents from the free tenants and ' valivi ' 
there amount to £17. IG*. '2d., and the labour of the bond- 
men** in the autumn and winter is worth 5S«. ; the per- 
quisites of the Court are 3s. 4(/." 

John de Fienes, wlio was not three years old at the time of 
his father's death, followed him to the tomb at the early age 
of seventeen, March 24th, 1375. During his life two-thirds 

" Reprises are defined by Cowell (Law Dictionary) as " deductions wid duties which ire 

yrarlj paid out of a manor, as rcnt-cliar^, pensions, annuities, fees of stewanls or bailifli." 

" A small farm in the north-west part of the parish of Wurlling ii still known by the 

oaine of BenueUn. Another farm not vety far rliilant bears the name of Printle, wiolher 

proof of the pCTmanence of minor local names, one of tlie jurors on the inquisition held 

OD tlie death of John dc nenes, in 1251, being Alan Printlf. 

^^ ** Bondmen were those who bound ihemaclves by covenant to *erve; nalivi were born 

^nHmnt*. (Cowell's Law Dictionary.) 
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nf his manors (vere vested in the king on account of his 
being a minor, and we find tliiit in tht; year 1370, Edward 
granted that proportion of Compton IVIonceiix to Walter 
Hajwode,*^ to hold till Johnshould come of age. A post- 
mortem inquisition held at Herstmoncenx two years after his 
death, Oct. 27th, 1377, records that the two parts were in the 
hands of the king, adding pithily "sed quo titulo nesciunt." 
The remaining third part was held by his mother Johanna, as 
dowry after the death of her liusband.** In the Calendar 
of post-mortem Inquisitions he appears as the holder of 
the hundred of Ongar, Essex, and the manor of Oldcourt, 
in addition to those of Herst Monceux and Compton 
Monceux. 

His heir and successor in his manors and estates was his 
brother William, whose name appears on several commissions"' 
to view the banks, sea-coasts, and marshes in Pevensey, 
Hailsham, Hoo, and the adjacent parishes, during the reigns 
of Richard II and Henry IV, and in 1401-2 assisted in 
drawing up tlie ordinances for Pevensey marsh. He married 
Elizabeth, the daughter and heiress of William de Batsford, 
whose wife Margery^' was the heii-esa of Simou de Peplcsham. 
With her he inherited the reversion to the manor of Biicksteep 
and a watemiill in Warbleton parish, besides large estates in 
Dallington, Wartling, and other adjoining parishes. Elizabeth 
died before her mother Margery, on whose decease, in the 
year 1 407, all her estates passed to her grandson Roger Fienes, 
the elder son of William and Elizabeth. 

Sir William Fienes died in the year 1405, and was buried 
in the chancel of the parish-church beneath a monumental 
slab adorned with his portraiture in brass, in full armouij 

» (tot. Orig. Alihrev. vol, ii, 311, * Post mort. Inq, 2 Rich. II. I 

" Dugilale on Fens, pp. 92. 94. ^B 

" Batsford is ititi the name of i sniitl forni in the nouthem part of tht^ pariih at 
Warblelon. Id an /nj. poit norl. Marger>', wife of Wm. BBlsfonl, " waa found seised of 
3 messmgea, 100 ncres of land, 3 acres of meadow, 30 acres of bush, 30 acres of paalure, 
in Warning, Dallinglon, Warblelon, and Hentmonceui, WDrth 26«, %d., oa of the manor 
of Wartling, She held a watennlll at Warbillon, of John Well, elerk, aa of the manor of 
Bokestepe, bj the service of G». lod. a-yeai. She held lands of jirior of Michelhnin in 
Haihrham; lit, 6rf, rent in Borhuni of abbot of Bayhun, of Roklands manor; and 250 
acres of marsh in Petensey, llonej', Mankseyc, as of manor of Bestenovre. She held the 
nhole for her Ufetinie, of the glA and revenion of Wm. Baron and Rich. Leighton, elerki, 
with remainder to Elizabeth, lately wife of Wm.Heneii she died 21sl Jan. 8 Hen. VI," 
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under a Gothic canopy. He left two sons, Roger (who waa 
bom in the manor-house of Herstmonceux and baptised in 
the parish-church,^^ doubtless in the font which still stands 
there, on the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, Sept. 14th, 
1384) and James, both of whom served with distinctiou in the 
wars in France, under Henry V and the duke of Bedford. 
The younger, Sir James, in 1438-9 was sheriff of Sussex and 
Surrey, and in 1449 became lord high treasurer of England. 
His grandmother, as we have seen, was Joan, sister and coheir 
to William de Say, and in her right he was summoned to the 
parliament held at Bury St. Edmunds, in the year 1447, as 
Lord Say and Sele, and in consideration of his eminent 
services declared a baron of the realm."" This is not the 
place to pursue his history any further, or to speak of his 
tragical end when attempting to quell the insiurection under 
Jack Cade, of which an account will be found in every history 
of England. We must return to his elder brother Sir Roger, 
who inherited the Herstmonceux estate, who, we learu from 
the Pell-office records'"' was retained by Henry V to accom- 
pany him in his expedition to France, with eiglit men-at-arma 
and twenty-four foot-archers, for which service the sum of 
£1086 was imprested to hmi for the wages of himself and his 
retinue. He shared in the victory of Azincourt, and after the 
death of his gallant master attended the Regent Bedford on 
bis unsuccessful expedition in 1425, accompanied by thirty 
men-at-arma and ninety archers. He was treasurer of the 
household to Henry VI, and in this capacity the arrangements 
for the coronation of Margaret of Anjou were intrusted to 
him. The following warrants relating to this ceremony occur 
in Rymer.""' 

"To j' tresorer and ehambtTleina of cschequier greeting. We wol and 
charge you y' unto our trusty niid welbeloved kniglit, Eoger Fenys, tresorer 
of oure howseholde, ye deliver sufficient aasignemfnt of j" half xv"" gruunted 
unto us by y* lay people of this oure reume now in y" oure preseut parliament 
of y* some of two thousand marc ; 

" And furthermore we wol y' ye deliver unto him a thousand pound in 
prest monneye, for such charg as we must here now at y* tyine of y* solcmp- 
uitie of y" coronation of onr rizt entirely welbelovcd wyf ye queeue. 

'• Teven, &c." 
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" Tu je tresorer urnl chamberlains, Sw. 

" We wol and churge you that for such cliargea and expenses aa now at this 
solempnitie of coronation of our right entirely welbeloved wyf y" qucene must 
be borne in our oflice of chief botiller of Englaude, ye make sufficieut assi^- 
mcnt unto our right trusty and wellbeloved knight, Roger Fenys, tresorer of 
oure liousehold, the some of a thousand pound to be had and received of the 
half xv'" grauntcd to us, &c., ut lupra. 

" The rviy day of April! y" iwy jeare &c. y* Idng at ye priorie of Southwyk 
commaunded y* keeper of bis prive seal to do make letters under the same 
seal after the tenures above written. 

" Present, my lordys, i 

" The marqais of Suffolk, ■! 

" The treasurer of England, ^M 

"And y* keeper of y* prive seal. ^^ 

" BeHft." 

Among the warrants for the delivery of jewels on the same 
occasion mention is made of "an onche ganiished with a 
baleys,'"^ and a saphyr and six perles, bought of Mathew 
Phihp and yeven by us to Sir James Fenys, knt., on New 
Yens day;" and of "an ouche of gold, with in the middle a 
fleur de lys, yeven at the same time to Sir Ilogier Fenys, knt., 
trcasorier of our household." "** 

Up to the year 1440 there had only existed a manor-house 
at Herstmoncenx, but this was now to give place to the more 
imposing and majestic edifice which still commands our 
admiration even in its decay. In the year above named 
Sir Roger de Fienes obtained the king's license to fortify his 
manor-house at Herstmouccux, to inclose liis manor, and to 
enlarge tlie park with six hundred acres, '"^ and erected the 
present Castle at the cost of £3800. He had jireviously (in 
(he eighth year of Henry VI, .*.n. 1430) obtained from Sir 
Jolm Pclham by the deed (of which a translation is annexed), 
a release irom all feudal services due to the honour of Hastings, 
fealty only excepted. 

"To all the faithful in Christ to whom the present writing may come, 
Jolm Pelham, kiiigbt, wishes health in the Lord. Whereas Roger Ffenys, 
kuight, holds of me the manor of Herstmouceux with iJl its appurtenances, 

"" A BiJbs ruby. «» Rym. Fowl, v, 1, 130. 

I" Pal. RoU. 19 Hen. VI, " Ucenlia kemetlindi,'' The park had been alreniiy enlargnl 
in 1 Uen. V, H12, wlien leave was granted lo Sir J. Pclhun ils feudal lord and olliere W 
Incloae a road which led lliroiigh the middle o( the [mrk of Hertlraonceiii. linj. ad quod 
[Umiiitni, t Ueu. V. 
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by homage, realty, suit of court, ciiatte guard, aud other ecTviccs ; kuow je 
that I the aforeHBJd John hare, to the aforesaiJ R(^er his heirs and assigns, 
reinitted, released, aud altogether for myself and my heira for ever, quit-clnimcd, 
all the right and claim which 1 have Ju all the aforesaid serricea, and iu all 
other services with all their appurtenauces, ia any way arising from the manor 
aforesaid, fealty only excepted. And moreover I the aforesaid John, and my 
heirs will warrant by these presents all the aforesaid services with all their 
appurtenances, fealty only excepted, to the aforesaid Eoger, his heirs and 
assigns, against all persons for ever. Sealed with my seal and given this 
30th day of April, in the 8th year of the reign of King Henry the Sixth." 
With the seal of Sir John Pclham appended. 

The preceding deed releases Sir Roger Fieucs pe^rmiially 
from the feudal services due from him ; that which follows, 
dated May 8th, 1409, releases the vmnor from the same 
burdens. 

" To all the faithful in Christ to whom the present writing may com^ 
Sir John Pelham wisheth health in the Lord. Whereas William Preatewyk,"* 
clerk, William Uvedale, John Bamburgh, William Sydeney, Adam Iwode,'"' 
William Burgoyne, and Thomas Bayden, senior, hold of me the manor of 
Herstmonceux with its appnrtenauceB, by homage, fealty, suit of court, at the 
court of the Rape of Hastings called le lathe, and by other services, whereas 
also the aforesaid William, &c., have paid for the manor aforesaid for castle 
guard of the castle of Hastings, 7». ^d., every four months of the year; 
know ye that I the aforesaid John I'elham have remitted, released, and 
altogether for me and ray heirs for ever, quitclaimed to the aforesaid William, 
Sec, their heirs and assigns all the right, and claim which I have in the manor 
aforesaid or any part of it, and also in the rents and services aforesaid, fealty 
to nte and my heirs alone excepted, &c. he. &c. 

" In witness whereof I have afltxed my seal to the present writing. 

" Given on the 2ath day of May, the 10th year of King Henry VI." 

The next deed (for which as well as the two preceding I 
am indebted to the courtesy of J. Philips, Esq. of Hastings) 
is a confirmation of the same immunities granted by Sir 
Thomas Hoo, to whom Su- J. Pelham had transferred the 
honour of Hastings, dated Dec. 5th, 1445. 

" To all whom. Sic., Sir Thomas Hoo wisheth health in the Lord. Whereas 
Sir Roger Ffenya has, and holils the manor of Heratmonceux with all its 
appurtenances, in the county of Sussex, of me, the aforesaid Thomas, and of 

"" Willmm Prestwick, clerk, was ilesn of the free chapel within the caatle of Hutiup. 
He died in 1436, and Uo buried uaclertlie beautiful braia (ligured Satt-Areh. CoBtclUnt, 
vol. ri, p. 307) in Warblelon Chnreh. 

■* The name of Adam Iwood occurn freqiicnlly in deeds and commissions of Ihii periwl, 
A rarni in Worbleloa still bears the name. 
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tbe lordship, aiiii liouour of Hastings in the same county, by homage, fealty, 
and certain other Bervices ; know ye that I the aforesaid Thomas have by 
these presents, ratified, approved and for me and my heir? eonfirmed, to the 
aforesiud Roger, his heirs and assigns, the state, title, and possession of th<^ 
aforesaid Roger of and in the manor of Herstmonceux aforesud, to have and 
to hold of me and my heirs of the said lordship anil houour, by fealty only, for 
all services, exartions, burdens, and demands, &c. &c. Know ye also that I, 
the aforesaid Thomas, have given, and granted, to the said Roger, the hundred 
of Fosearl "* and the view of frankpledge, with all fines, penalties, and 
amercements forfeited or acljudged, or assessed in the court of the aforesaid 
himdred of Foxearl and the aforesaid view of frankpledge, together with the 
chattels cidled ' wayf and stray ' found within the hundred aforesaid &o. 8tc. 

" In testimony of which I, the aforesaid Thomas, have alliied my seal and 
coat of arms to one copy of this indenture, remaining vnth the aforesaid 
Roger, and the aforesaid Roger has aHised his seal and coat of arms to the 
other part of the same writing, icmaining with me. 

" Witnesses, Sir Thomas Lewknor, Thomas Echingham, Richard Da- 
lingri^e, Edward Sackville, Richard Wakehurst, Adam Iwood, and John 
Bohiey.'™ 

" Given the 5th day of December, the 2ith year of the reign of King Henry 
the Sisth." 



Seal of Sir Roger Fenys. 



Sir Roger Fieues married Elizabeth HoUaDd, of Northamp- 
toDshire, whose amis (azure semee of fleur-de-lis) existed m 
painted glass in the east window of the Cliapel of the Castle. 

On his death, which happened between 1444 and 146B, he 
was suceeeded by his son Richard, who was sheriff' of Surrey 
and Sussex in the year 1452, and afterwards chamberlain to 
the queen of Edward IV. lie married Joan, the daughter 
and heiress of Thomas, Lord Dacre, and was, in her right, 
summoned to parliament, and declared Baron Dacre in the 
year 1458. In 1473 he was made Constable of the Tower, 
and in 1475 one of the king's council ; and died in the year 
1484, leaving his grandson, Thomas, a boy of twelve years 

™ Foiearl hundred (in Doomsdiy Faharlr) includes " neratnionceax, Wirtling, »nd 
Aihbumham whoUj, and pari of Wikrbleton, Dalliagton, and Hailsliaui, bb the tytliiiigs do 
lie ; vir,., ibe tylliings of llcrstmoDceiix, Dyll, Ashbumhaiu. Wartliog, four prindpsl head- 
boroiighi. and alio ■ pMly borough of Cobliyche [j. e. Cowbeach, a detached hamtet of 
HerstmonceuK lo Ibe north], and a bayly of lioram." (MSS. Burrelt.) 

"" Sir Tboa. Lewknor wax of Worbleton ; where his armg remain in a window of the 
piruh-churcb. Rich. Dtlingrigge was of Bodiam Castle ; Edw. Sackville was ancestor of 
the duke of Dorset; lUcb. Wakehurst was of Wakehiirsl in the parish of Ardingly; 
Tlins. Eehingham and John Dolncy took (lieir names from Ihcir parishes. 
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Told, his heir. By his will, dated Sept. 20th, 1483, he directed 
f his executors to "send his grandson to school, and provide 
with all necessaries suitable to his rank." He also com- 
manded that " four priests should be provided, who should 
sing masses, in the church of Horstemoncieux, for three years 
after his decease, for his own soul and the soids of his ances- 
tors and nil faithful people." 

His wife, Joan Dacre, survived him, and died in the yeai- 
1486. By her will, dated Oct. 13th, 1486, and proved June 
14th, in the following year, she bequeathed -.— 

" My body to be buried m tlie quire of All Sanits, at 
Hurstmonccaux, between the high altar and the tomb of Sir 
Richard Fynes, knight, my late husband ; to Thomas, son of 
Sir John Fynes, knight, to Edward Fynes, brother of the 
said Thomas, to Elizabeth Lady Clinton and Thomas Fynes, 
my son and daughter, all my chattels; and I ajipoiut my 
sons, Thomas and William lynes, and Thomas Oxcnbridge, 
my executors.""" 

The descendants of Joan and her husband were called the 
Lords Dacre of the South, to distinguish thcni from the other 
branch of the same family, the Lords Dacre of the North, the 
posterity of Sir Hiunplu-ey Dacre of Gillesland, her uncle, on 
whom the male feifs of the family had devolved. 

Thomas, the second Lord Dacre of the South, served iu 
arms against the Cornishmen, in 14i):J, and in the following 
year was Constable of Calais. On the 17th of December, 
1508, he was one of the witnesses present in the great cham- 
ber in the palace of Richmond, when the espousals were con- 
tracted between the Arcliduke Charles and the Lady Mary, 
daughter of King Henry VII. Fourteen years afterwai'ds 
(May iJ7th, 1 522) he was one appointed to give attendance on 
the king at Eaylesbury, on the coming of the emperor, with 
Sir Thos.Wcst and Sir John Hussey.'" 

Soon after this Lord Dacre was for some time a prisoner 
in the Fleet, on the charge of receiving and harboiu-ing sus- 

Ipccted felons, as appears fi'om the following singular document 
among the Burgbley Papers, dated Feb. 7th, 1525."' 
" The Lord Dacres nathe this daye knowledged and con- 



1" Nicolis' TeBl.Vel 



" MSS. Linadowue, i, 
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fesste the bearinge of Theuves, and his remysiies and negli- 
gence in ponyshement of them, and also bis famylycr and 
coDVfrsauntc beingc with them, knowinge them to have 
com'yttcd fclonye and dy\ers other his m}'9doinges, in manner 
and forme as ys expressed in his confessyon and siibniyssyon, 
HubBcribed with his owne hande, whereupon he ys com'ytted 
to y' keapinge of the warden of the Fleate, and his recog- 
nisaunce taken and knowledged the xxx"" day of Januarye 
last past, as well tor himself as for his sureties ys decreed by 
the saide most reverende father to be utterlye voide frustrate 
and cancelled." 

This document may, I think, be considered to throw light 
on the tragical fate of the next Lord Dacre, the grandson of 
Lord lliomas, by which the prosperity of the Dacres was so 
dismally interrupted, since, if such were the grandfather's 
character, it is hardly probable that the education of the young 
man, who was left an or|)han early, would be such as befitted 
his rank, while the example set him, and the companions with 
whom he would be associated in his ancestral castle, would 
early prepare him to follow the reckless course which termi- 
nated in such a terrible catastrophe. 

Thomas, Lord Dacre, died in 1534 i the provisions of his 
will (dated Sept. 1, 1531) are of considerable interest to the 
ecclesiastical antiquary. They are as follows : — 

" My body to be buried in the parish church of Hurst 
Monceaux, on the north side of the high altar. I will that a 
tomb be there made for placing the sepulchre of our Lord, 
with all fitting furniture thereto, in honom- of the most blessed 
sacrament. Also, I will, that cl. be employed towards the 
lights about the said sepulchre, in wax tapers, of ten poimds 
weight each, to burn about it. Also, I will, that my funeral 
be solemnized according to the degree of a baron, and that a 
tomb be set over my grave, to the end that it may be 
known where my body resteth. Also, I will, that an honest 
priest shall sing there for my soul, by the space of seven years, 
taking annually for his salary, and to find bread, wine, and 
wax, xii marks sterling." 

Proved 1634."^ 

"^ NitoW Test. Vetiut, 65S. 
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In pursuance of the directioDS of this will, the stately 
monument which adorns the chancel of the parish church was 
erected, and which, though it has sufi'ered much from time 
and the barbarous band of sacrilege, and the scarcely less 
barbarous touch of renovation, may justly be styled one of 
the finest specimens of monumental architecture in the county 
of Sussex. Beneath its richly-fretted canopy repose the effigies 
of Thomas, Lord Dacre, and his son. Sir Thomas Dacre (who 
preceded his father to the tomb), each clad in complete armour, 
with the exception of the bead wliich is bai'e, with their hands 
raised in an attitude of supplication. Lord Dacre had married 
Anne, the daughter of Sir Humphry Bourchier, a grand- 
daughter of John, Lord Beniers. His son had allied liimself 
to the bouse of Sutton, having taken to wife Joan, daughter 
of Edward and sister of John, Lord Dudley. 

On the death of bis grandfather (a.d. 1 534-5), Tliomas, the 
son of the above-named Su- Thomas Dacre, inherited the title. 
This ill-starred youth had barely attained his seventeenth year 
when he was called to succeed to the honoiirs and responsi- 
bihties of one of the oldest baronies in the kingdom ; a burden 
he was little fitted for, either by age or education. The 
testimony afforded by the paper, printed above, from the 
Burghley MSS., as to the character of his grandfather's asso- 
ciates, shows us the corrupting nature of the atmosphere 
which he breathed at Herstmonceux, and the evil influences 
with whicli his boyhood was surrounded (dangers rendered all 
the more formidable from the premature death of both bis 
parents),"* and leaves us less room for surprise at the circum- 
stances which led to his calamitous end. 

The fii'st notice we find of young Lord Dacre is on the 
arrival of Anne of Cleves, in 1540, when he, accompanied by 
the Duke of Norfolk and Lord Mountjoye, headed the stately 
cavalcade of knights and esquires, " all in coates of velvet, 
with chayncs of gold," who met their queen-expectant on 
Rainham Down, on her way from Sittingbourne to Rochester, 
where so mortifying a reception awaited her from her royal 
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^b bridegroom."^ ^H 

^H '" The d&le of hii fUher'B death is uiK'ertain. biil it wks rcrtunly licfore \ftii. Hit ^^H 

^H iiiothet'i burial U recorded in tlie parish reBiiHT as liiiiin(i; Inlseii l^lllte August •}, 152SI. ^^H 

^B •" HoUiushed, iii. till. ^^H 
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Tbe next year saw the premature and cruel tenmnation of 
tills young man's career. 

That event, and the circumstances which led to it, are thus 
related by Hollinshed : — 

"There was executed at Saint Thomas Waterings"* three 
gentlemen, John Mantell, John Frowds, and George Roidon ; 
they died for a murther committed in Sussex, in companie of 
Thomas Fines, Lord Dacres of the South : the truth whereof 
waa thus. The said Lord Dacres, tlirough the lewd persua- 
sion of some of them, as hath beene reported, meaning to hunt 
in the parke of Nicholas Pelhara, esquire, at Laughton, in the 
same countie of Sussex, being accompanied with the said 
Mantell, Frowds, and Roidon, John Cheinie, and Thomas 
Isleie, gentlemen, Richard Middleton, and John Goldwell, 
yeomen, passed from his house of Hurstmonseux, the last of 
Aprill, in the night season, toward the same parke, where they 
intended so to hunt ; and coming unto a place called Pikehaie, 
in the parish of Hillinglcigh,"' they found one John Busbrig, 
James Bnsbrig, and Richard Summer standing togither ; 
and as it fell out, through quarelling, there insued a fraie 
betwixt the said Lord Dacres and his companie on the one 
partie, and the said John and James Busbrig and Richard 
Summer on the other, insomuch that the said John Busbrig 
received such hurt, that he died thereof the second of Male 
next inauing. Whereupon, as well the said Lord Dacres as 
those that were there with liim, and diuerse other likewise 
that were appointed to go auotlier waie to meet them at the 
said parke, were indicted of murther; and the seauen and 
twentith of June the Lord Dacres himsclfe was arreigned 
before the Lord Audleie of Walden, then lord chancellor, sit- 



'" St. Thamas a WBlerings vaa the place of eiecutinu for the countin of Surrey nnd 
Sus»el, hiluatcd close to tbe second niile-stone on the Old Keat Itoad, and derived iti 
name from a brook ditUcuted to St. 1 bomaa a Decket, al Mhich Ihe pilgiiin) to hu ibriDe 
al Cantctbiiry were accuBtomed lo wnter their hor»ea for the first time! 
" And fortb we riden a litel more Ibikn |iaa 
Unto the wateriBi; of Sdnt Tbomaa, 
And then our host bigau his hon srresl." 

CAoMrtT — Proloffut to Canltrbury 7 
See Manning and Bray, iii. 402. Ciinuingbaui, Hand-aook of London. 
"■ Hfllinglv, a iiarii.li inimcdiKlely joining Uetstmtinii'Hi 






ATiD ITS LORDS. 167 

ting tliat (laie as tiigh steward of England, with other peeres 
of the realme about him, who thun and there condemned the 
said Lord Dacrcs to die for that transgression. And after- 
ward, the niue and twentith of June, buing Saint Peter's dale, 
at eleuen of the clocke in the forenoone, the shiriffs of London, 
accordinglie as they were appointed, were readie at the tower 
to haue receiued the said prisoner, and him to haue lead to 
execution on the Tower bill ; but as the prisoner should come 
forth of the tower, one Ileire, a gentleman of the lord chan- 
cellor's house, carae, and in the king's^ name commanded to 
staie the execution till two of the cloeke in the aftemoone, 
which caused manie to thinke that the king would haue 
granted his pardon. But neuerthelesse, at three of the clocke 
in the same afternoone, he was brought forth of the tower, 
and deliuered to the shiriffs, who lead him on foot betwixt 
them unto Tibume, where he died. His bodi was buried in 
the church of Saint Sepulchers. He waa not past foure and 
twentie yeeres of age, when he came through thia great mis- 
hap to Ms end, for whome manie sore lanieutcd, and likemse 
for the other three gentlemen, Mantcll, Frowds, and Roidon. 
But for the said yoong lord, being a right towardlie gentleman, 
and such a one as manic had conceiued great hope of better 
proofe, no small mone and lamentation was made ; the more 
indeed, for that it was thought he was induced to attempt 
Buch follie, which occasioned his death, by some light heads 
that were then about him.""^ 

Archdeacon Hare remarks: "It is impossible to make out 
firom this account what was the extent of Lord Dacre's 



* Mr. Ueylcy aayi (.MSS., i. 7^3), "This case is carefully recordiHl in *ll Ihe report- 
ii, andeat aadmodera, aarl baa ever since been referred to in the courts of jiisUce,!* a 
notable precedent. The truth migbt perhaps be that he was to far persuaded lo take the 
Ihing upon himself as lo say, ' that he Snl prnpoeed and inttuced his fiiendi to ga on that 
party ;* whicb declaratioa might have been made an ill uie of with the liing ; and patting 
litter in thia Ughl may reconcile tbe seeming disBgreement between the historians and 
the lawyer! in their relation of Ibii alTair. According to Stow, these poaching frolics, for 
tbey hardly merit a severer naioe, were by no means unfrequent at that period. He 
in his Annals, under the year 1526, ' In the riionth of May was proclamation made 
against all unlawful games. Ac. : in all places tables, dice, cards, and bowls were taken and 
. ; and when young men neie restrained of these gsiDcs and pastimes, some fell to 
drinking, some lo ferretting of other men's conies, awl ilraling of derr in parti, and other 
UDlhiiflineia.' " It is hardly neceuiry to refer to Shakspeare's feat in the park of Sir 
ThoniM Lacy, which will have ere this occnired to the reader's mind. 
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criminality. The law appears to have been strained,"^ in 
order to convert him into au accomplice ; and the manner in 
which the execution was precipitated inclines one to suspect 
that there must have been foul play, aud to give ear to 
Camden's statement, that ' his great estate, which the greedy 
coiu^tiers gaped after, caused them to hasten his destruction.' '^'' 
In that age of legal crimes, when Tarquin's policy of cutting 
off the tallest poppies seemed almost to be the order of the 
day, an execution, being so frail a proof of guilt, hardly brought 
shame ; and that of so young a mau as Lord Dacre, when so 
many persons of greater eminence were laying their heads on 
the block,'^' attracted httle notice. Possibly it may attract 
more now, as it has been made the subject of a tragedy 
within the last few years by a popular writer,''' every other 
subject being exhausted." 

'fhis unfortunate young man was buried in the church of 
St. Sepulchre, by Newgate, where the bodies of many of those 
who suffered at Tyburn were interred. He had married a 
daughter of Lord Abergavenny, and left two sons, Thomas ^^ 
(who died at the age of fourteen or fifteen, in the first year of 
Mary's reign, a. n. 1.553) and Gregory, and a daughter 
Margaret, who were restored in blood and honours by Act of 
Parliament in the first year of EHzabeth, a. d. 1558. His 
family had not been deprived of their paternal estates, which 
were saved from forfeiture by the strictness of the entails 
made by his great-grandfather. Gregory, whose baptism on 
the 5th of June, 1 539, is one of the first entries m the parish 
reg:iater, was with Lord Lincobi on his embassy to Prance in 
1571, and died without issue in 1593;'** when his sister 



Plea* of the Crown,' refer* to tbii a 



p. 4.16), epeaking of ttik t 
when Henry the Eight unsheilhed hia swonl upon 



'" Yet Sir M. H»le, 
precedent. 

>^ Camden, Eliz.lSQJ. 

''' Weever (Funerttl Monument! 
" Thu happened in that bloudic yea. 
the ncckes oC the nabilitie." 

'SI Mrs. Gore. 

'" " Thomai FjTiea, Lord Dacre of South," appears as a royal ward, 6 Edw. VI, Ch^>ter 
House Suncys. 

'" Gregory, Lord Dscre, married Anne, uster of Thomas Lord Buckhnrst, nho inherited 
a Urge amount of her husband's propertj' (probalily alt that nas not entailed), and on her 
death bequeathed a conaiderahle mm lo found a hospital in Tothill -fields, Wealminater 
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Margaret, who was married to Sampson Lennard, Esq., of 
Chevening in Kent, inherited his estates,"" and was recog- 
nised as Baroness Dacre by a commission in 1604.'"^ This 
Sampson Lennard, who is mentioned with much regard hy 
Camden in his ' Britannia,' as a person of great worth and 
pohteness, and the Lady Dacre his wife, lived much at Herst- 
monceux, where they were remarkable for their noble house- 
keeping and splendid hospitality ; they embellished the castle 
with costly chimney-pieces, ornamented, according to the 
fashion of the times, with their armorial bearings, and erected 
the grand stau"case. They had seven sons and six daughters, 
and are buried in Chevening church, under a noble monu- 
ment, on which are both their effigies in full size, with their 
children kneehng round.'" 

The eldest son, Sir Henry Lennard, who accompanied the 
Earl of Essex on his short but brilhant Spanish campaign, 
and was knighted at the taking of Cadiz in 1596, became 
Lord Dacre on the death of his mother in IGll ; but only 
outhved her five years, and was succeeded in 1616 by his son 
Richard, who rebuilt his seat at Chevening,'^*' from a design, as 
it is said, of Inigo Jones, but showing very little of the skill of 
this great restorer of classical architecture : he died at Hcrst- 
monccux, Aug. 18, 1030, and his burial is registered on the 
21st of the same month. In his last will he is said to show 
" much good sense and religion, great tenderness for his 
children, care for their education, and affection for his 
wife." "s 



(stfll known aa Lsii; Ducre'a almshouses), whlcb via in progreis of eractioa \thea Slaw 
in 1698. (Stow'B Siurey. p. 176.) Her will, clalMl Dec. 20, 1594, and the iralni- 
meiiti of conveyance toiler e^^pcutori, ore t« be foupd, MSS. Lnnad. 77, Nos,29, 30. 

" S«e Burghley Papers, MSS. Lansdowne, 106, 41. 42. 

" Her claltni had already been referred to Lords Burghlef and Howard, vho reported 
in bTour of them ; but the matter wag suspended hy the death of Queen EUzabcth. See 
Collins's • Proceedings," in which the whole case is reported with great minuteoess. 

' Very good plates of the Lennard tombs are found in ilasled's ' Kent," vol. i, 
p. 360. 

■" There are riews and plans of the house in Tlaatcd's ' Kent,' and CoUn Campbell's 

Iruvius Britannicus.' It is a heavy square block of unadorned nuuonTV. It was solJ, 
with the estate, to General Stanhope, in 1717, and is Dow the seat of Lord Mahun. to 
whose able presidency the Society of Antiquaries is so much indebted. 

'™ Collins's I'eerngc, vol. vl. p. 3S3. i 
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His eldest son, Francis, was a minor at his father's death. 
During the miserable dissensions between Charles I and the 
parhament, wliich filled England for so many years with 
confusion and bloodshed, he espoused the cause of the latter 
party, and it is plain, from the offices of trust assigned to him, 
that he was regarded by them as a person of considerable 
weight and influence. In 1641 he was recommended by the 
parliament as curator or lieutenant of Herefordshire ; and in 
1646 was appointed one of the commissioners for the pre- 
8er\'ation of peace between England and Scotland ;'™ but 
when he found into what excesses his party was running, and 
the dangerous hands in which power was being vested, after 
many ineffectual attempts to resist their anarchical measures, 
he withdrew, and, together with several other peers, absented 
himself from the House of Lords, at which, we may gather 
from the following letter extracted from the 'Lords' Journals,' 
he had previously been a punctual attendant. 

Writing from his castle at Hcrstmonceux, Jan. 22, 1643, 
to Lord Grey of Werke, the deputy-speaker of the House, 
he says — 

" On Wednesday night last I received your lordship's of 
the ninth of this month, and would have most gladly obeyed 
the commands of the House of Peers, by coming presently 
away to wait on the affairs of the kingdom on the 22nd, had 
not the ways ever since been so extremely clogged by a very 
deep snow, that men pass not without much difficultv and 
danger : I beseech your lordship to add to this reason the 
weakness of my own health, not being able to endure the 
rigour of the journeying on horseback in such exceeding cold 
weather, as now it is ; and to represent this to their lordships' 
favourable constructions ; not that 1 intend to make long 
use of any way to excuse myself from that duty, which I shall 
ever owe to the commonwealth, but very shortly shall give 
my attendance on tlieir lordships with all willingness and 
readiness. And so I rest 

" Your lordship's 

" Most humble servant, 

"Francis Dacrb,' 
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When the ordinance for the triiil of Charles I was about to 
be brought into tlie house, and all the absent peers were 
summoned to attend on the twenty-eighth of December, he 
was prevented by sickuess from obeying the suiiiTuons imme- 
diately ; but on the second of January 1648, when the bill 
was brought up from the lower House, ordaining that "a 
high court of justice for the trial of the king be erected," 
Lord Dacre was in his place to give his voice against it, 
forming one of the small but noble band of peers who had the 
courage to come forward in that emergency in defence of their 
sovereign ; an act of loyalty which was so much resented, 
that Sir James Harrington and others were most vehement in 
their demand that the twelve lords should be impeached " as 
favourers of the grand deUnquent of England, and enemies to 
public justice and the liberty of the people,"'*' 

He lived to see the restoration of Charles II, and on the 
failure of the male line of the Lord Dacrcs of the North, obtiuned 
possession of several lordships of great value in Cumberland 
and Westmoreland He died in 1662, and was buried at 
Chevening; his wife, the daughter and co-heir of Paul, 
Lord Bayning, siu-vived him, and in 1680 was created countess 
of Sheppey. 

His son Thomas, Lord Dacre, was the last descendant of 
the ancient families of Herst and Monceiix who possessed the 
castle and manor which still bears their name. The cause of 
the alienation of this ancient property were his own extra- 
vagance and heavy losses at play, which rendered it necessary 
for him to part with some of his estates, to retrieve his broken 
fortunes. He had the misfortune to come very yomig to the 
dissipated court of Charles H, with whom he was brought 
into familiar intercourse by his appointment, as lord of the 
bed-chamber, and received the very questionable honom- of 
king's son-in-law, through his marriage with the Lady Ann 
Palmer, alias Fitzroy, daughter of the ducliess of Cleveland. 
With her he obtained a dowry of £20,000, and in 1674, was 
created carl of Susscxfa title which died with him. A very 
considerable sum must have been expended by him in the 
alteration, and as it was then doubtless considered the im- 
provement, of Herstmonceux Castle ; for it was by him that 

"' Pari. Hisl. iii, p, 1255. Lords' Joiirqala, 11H«, p. 639. 
IV. II 
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in the principal apartments on the east side of the Castle, 
the narrow casements were enlai^ed into wide sash-windows, 
an<i dark oak wainscots, enriched with carvings by Gibbons, 
substitnted for the original tapestry. 

It was in 1708 that the estate of Herstmonceux for the first 
time exchanged owners by purchase.'" The new possessor 
was Mr. George Naylor, of Lincoln's Inn (called by Sir W. 
Burrell "Councillor Naylor"), who paid £38,215 for the 
whole estate, castle and manor. Mr, Naylor married Grace, 
daughter of the first Lord Pelham, and sister of thi; Duke of 
Newcastle, who died iji 1 7 1 0, leaving one daughter, Grace, who 
died, unmarried, in 1727. The heir of Mr. Naylor's estates was 
Francis Naylor, the son of his sister Bethia, who had married 
Dr. Francis Hare, of King's College, Cambridge,'" succes- 
sively chaplain to the forces under the Duke of Marlborough,"* 
chaplain to Queen Anne, FeUow of Eton, cjinon of St. Paul's, 
and rector of Barnes ; dean of Worcester, 1715 ; dean of St. 
Paul's, 1726 ; bishop of St. Asaph, 1727 ; and finally bishop 
of Chichester, 1731, which see he held till 1740, when he 
died at Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks (where he had piuvhased 
an estate called the Vach), and was buried in the parish 
church. Bishop Hare is described by a contemporary (the Rev. 
Wm. Cole) '" as " a man of sharp and piercing wit, of great 

"' Lord Sauex preserved to csUte al Cbcrening, where ho resided till his death, in 
Vlb. Collins My> (Peersge, vi, p. 385), •• Aa ihe Tint ptrt of hi> life was spent in the 
guetia and biutle of b court, the Istler pari of it wis dcdicalcd to retirement. living almoat 
entirely M his houu in Kent, in which county he alirays preserved a great interest and 
inBnence, and wig much beloved by the gentlemen of the neighbourhood, on lurcoDiit of 
that aweetnew of Umper uid aflahility for which he wu ever most remarkable. He w%g 
one of the lords who, upon Jamca the Second'i first quitting Wliilehall, signed the invila- 
tion lo the Prince of Orange to tJtc the conduct of the state." 

'" Bishop Hare lilted the office of tutor of bis college far some yean, and in that 
capacity bad under his charge (he Marquis of Blandford, the cidcat son of the Duke of 
Marlborough, who died of amallpai in 170Z, and was buried in I'rovost Hacombleyn't 
chantry in King's chapel, l>eneath a cumbrous mass of marble, inscribed with a laudatory 
eiritaph from his tutor's pen. The famous Antony Collins was also among bis pupils, on 
which account he was complimented by M'olston, and I>ecBiDC an object of nnjust suspicion 
ID the so-called orthodoi party. * 

'" Hii journal of Marlborough's Cninpugns in 1704-5 is among Archdeacon Coxe'f 
l>at>erB. MSS. Addit. Brit. Mus. tllll. 

'" Copious materials for a biography of tliis prelate are found in the voluminous MS. 
collections of this indefatigable antiquarj', and, tnilb obliges us lo add, uuacmpiilous 
scandal-monger, especially vol. xvi, pp. 93-101. Bishop Hare was loo warm and able an 



AND ITS LORDS. 163 

judgment and understanding in worldly matters, and of no 
less sagacity and penetration in matters of learning, and ])ar- 
ticularly in criticism." Dr. Parr considered him one of the 
best Latin scholars of his or any age, and ga^'c it as his 
opinion, that in his controversy with Bentley on the subject of 
the metres of Terence, of which author he had published 
an edition in 1724, he proved liimsclf quite a match for his 
antagonist in his knowledge of the genius and spirit of the 
language.'** Warburton also had the highest opinion of his 
critical skill, classing him and Bentley together as "the two 
greatest critics that ever were in the world." '^' Bishop Hai'e 
was a great encourager of learning ; among those whom he 
aided by his patronage was the learned Jeremiah Marklaud, 
who dedicated his edition of Statins to iiim ; and he was the 
first to introduce Warburton, of whose merits he liad the 
highest estimation, to the notice of the court.'^^ His know- 
ledge of the Hebrew language was considerable ; but his 
attempts to elucidate the Hebrew metres have not met with 
the approbation of the learned, and his aiTangement of the 
Psalms was ably refuted by Lowth. 

Towards the end of Queen Anne's reign (1714) he pub- 
lished, anonymously, a tract entitled ' Difficidties and Dis- 
coiu^gements which attend the Study of the Scriptures in the 
way of private Judgment.' This book was thought to have 
so evil a tendency in promoting scepticism and a loose and 
vague way of thinking in religion, tliat the Convocation judged 
it right to pass a severe censure upon it. It was, in fact, an 
exquisite piece of ironical writing, the true bearing of which 
his opponents were either too dull, or too blinded by prejudice 
to perceive. Warburton, in his 'Dedication to the IVeethinkers,' 
praised it highly, calling the author " one of the greatest and 

advocste of (be liberal paiiy botli in religion otul poliiics lo be any favourite wilfa Cole, 
wbo a]iraka of liini as " at a mat and crabbed disposition and behaviour." and statei thai 
" ihe character he bore in tlie world was of a very learned and ingenious, but al the tame 
time of a »erj unpoljihed and rough sort of man." 

™ At the tune of his death he had in prqiaration an edition of Ptautus, the collectioDs, 
and note* for which are among the Addiliooal MSS. in the MiiKiun, 5171, 2. 

"^ Warburton said, " Good seiue Is the foundation of ciitieism ; this it is that has made 
Dr. Bentley and Bishop Hare the tno greatest ciitici that e«er were in the world." 
(Nicholi' Lit. Anec. ii, 96.) 

"* Nichols" Lit. Anec., v, 544. 
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most successful of yoiir adversaries," and those who have 
perused it will, 1 think, agree with Cole, that " a more cutting 
satire on the bUnd following of settled rules and received 
notions was never writ." ile was considered one of the best 
preachers of his day, and as such is immortalized by Pope, 
' Dunciad,' iii, 199 : 

" Still break the IwQehea, Henly, with that strain, 
Wliilo Shwlock, Hare, and Gibson preach in vain." 

In polemical theology be was a most able and fearless dis- 
putant, and entering into the Bangorian controversy, attacked 
Hoadley with tremendous power. 

In political matters he displayed the same ability as in 
criticism and theology ; and his pen was frequently employed 
between 1706 and 1712 in vindicating the measures of the 
Whig administration and the conduct of the war, in opposition 
to the strictures of Swift and the Tory party. 

In 1718 he was dismissed from his royal chaplaincy, to- 
gether with Dr. Sherlock and Dr. Moss, on the strength of 
party-prejudice ; but on the accession of George II he was 
restored to the favour of the court, and was appointed Bishop 
of St. Asaph. Queen Caroline intended to have nominated 
him to the see of Bath and Wells, but yielded to the remon- 
strances of the ministry, who alleged " that it would disoblige 
the whole bench of bishops to have the new consecrated ones 
let into the best preferments at once."'^^ Nine years later he 
narrowly missed elevation to the primacy ; for on Archbishop 
Wake's death, in 1736, Sir Robert Walpole, whose tutor he 
had been, designed Bishop Hare as his successor ; but a hun- 
dred years ago the prime minister's power was not quite so 
absolute in episcopal appointments as it has since become ; 
and his wishes were effectually thwarted by Lord Hervey, 
who used his influence with Queen Caroline to strengthen the 
prejudices which had grown up in her muid against one who 
must have been singularly unfitted to play the part of a 
courtier, and to urge the claims of Potter, bishop of Oxford, 
who eventually succeeded to the vacant throne.'*" 

™ Nichol'i Lit. Anec. 

'" During ATchbLBhDp Wake's Ulneu, in 173G, there wu ■ question vrboibmild lacceed 
him. r«rd Uervey jiroposed PoltCT, bishop of Oiford, but " Sir Robert fWalpole) 
•acmed mucb more inclined lo lake Hnre, provided lie could get the queen to accept of 
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By his first wife Bishop Hare had only one son, Francis, 
whom, as his fellow-collegian Cole informs us, he brought up 
in a severe manner, making him speak Greek as his ordinary 
language with hira in the family. Late in life the bishop 
married, as a second wife, the daughter of Colonel Alston, of 
Suffolk, to whose younger sister his son was engaged, though 
his father prevented the marriage taking place doriug his 
Ufctime. 

The bishop resided for some considerable time at Herst- 
raonccux Castle, but his sou IVancis Naylor, who was a man 
of fashion (commemorated, I beheve, in ' Chrysal, or the 
Adventures of a Guinea'), entirely neglected his venerable 
mansion, residing, when out of town, with his brother-in-law, 
Mr.Soame.at Thiu-low in Suffolk;'*' so thatwhen upon his death 
in 1775, it devolved upon his half-brother, the Rev. Robert 
Hare, the bishop's son by his second marriage, the whole 
building was in such a state of decay, that the expenditure 
of a very considerable sum was required to put it into habit- 
able repair. The building was sm^eyed by Mr. Samuel 
Wyatt (a name which awakens anything but kindly feelings 
in the mind of the architectural antiquary) in 1777, and pro- 
nounced by him to be so dilapidated, that it was judged 
expedient to demoHsh the interior of the castle, and employ 
tlie materials in building new rooms to the mansion-house 
on the west side of the park. His advice was unhappily 
followed ; the new house, for such in point of fact it became, 
was erected with the spoils of Roger Fienes' venerable 

Mm. nare hating been hia tutor «t tbe aniyenit7, give Sir Robert lonie pn^udios Ibr 
Mm ; tnd the good correspondence in which he hid lived with him eier since nude hii 
vanitj, I helicve, more indioed to Hire than Potter, u the promotioa in that ca>e would 
be more marked out to have been made lolelj by his inQueuce. Lord Heryef told bim, 
' You will cerlainlv repent of it if you take Hare. He is a haagbty, hard-natored, unpe. 
rioua. hot-headed, injadidoui fellow, who, I ttrmly believe, would give jou more trouble at 
Lambeth than even Sherlock himselTi and bcaidea that, t>sa thoroughly diihked in private 
and feared in public life, that I do not think you could lodge power in more unpopular 
hands.' This did not vrcakea Sir Robert's biai towards him -, but Lord Hertey') conttantly 
talking to the queen in tlui strain, strengthened the natural bias she had against him ; and 
his lordship never lost any opportunity of doing Potter as nianj good offices as he did ill 
ones to Hare, and as all be «aid on these two sabjecta had the groundwork of her own 
inclination, it made an impression which, without that aid, would have sunk less deep, and 
been much eaiier cfbecd." (Lord Ilervey's Memoirs, ii, 110.) 
■" Cole, nviii, 16L 
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mansion. However nmcli wc may find to commend in the 
arrangoments of the modem house, and in the beautifiil 
pro]K)rtion8 of the apartments, which were so courteonaljr 
thrown ojwn to our Society by the kindness of our valued 
member, the proprietor of the estate; we shall all, I think, 
agree that Mi. Wyatt's raw white stucco is but a poor 
substitnte for lloger Fiencs' mellow red brick, and mourn 
over the destruction of so magnificent a pile, as indeed a 
national loss, the more to be lamented, as it is utterly 
irreparable. 

FraTicis Hare Naylor, Esq.,'*" the son of the Rev. Robert 
Hare, sold the estate to Thomas Reed Kemp, Esq., in 1807 ; 
and in 1819 the trustees of the late John Gillon, Esq., 
purchased it for liis nephew, the late John Gillon, Esq., M.P., 
who, in 1840, sold it to the late Herbert Barrett Curteis, Esq., 
M.P., father of Herbert Maseall Curteis, Esq., M.P. for Rye, 
the present proprietor. 



ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION OP THE CASTLE. 

Having now completed the history of the Manor of Hcrst- 
mouceux and its Lords, and tracctf its descent throngli its 
successive possessors from the reign of Edward the Confessor 
to that of Victoria, it remains that I should furnish some 
account of the ai-clutectm'al character of the noble Castle 
whose ruins still attest the skill of its designer, as well as 
the magnificence of the noble family of which it was for 
more than three centuries the principal seat. In this division 
of my work it will be my endeavom- not merely to describe 
the building as it at present exists, but also to set before my 
readers its appeimmce and arrangement previous to the de- 
struction of its interior in 1777, when this noble building, 
almost \mrivalled among the existing specimens of our 
domestic architectiurc, fell a victim to female caprice, and the 
false taste of an age blind to the merits of our medijeval 
structures, and was reduced to a bare and shattered shell. 

'" jVuitiar of tlic ' UlBtury of tbe Uelvetiui Republic^' the ' llutoiy of Uernumy doriDB 

ilic Thirli Vcara' War,' &c '■ 
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There ia Bomething mtjlancholy at all times in the aspect of 
a ruined biiUchng, especially one formerly boasting of great 
architectural magnificence ; feelings of regret and sorrow for 
so much lost splendour naturally rise in our minds, even when 
the ruin has been gradually effected by the corroding tooth of 
time, and the progress of natural decay ; but our emotions are 
more powerful, and partake of the nature of indignation, if, as 
at Herstmonceux, the devastation we deplore prove to have 
been wanton, the result of violence rudely destroying that 
which would have otherwise remained unimpaired to our own 
time, for us to hand down to future geueratious. Less than 
seventy years ago Herstmonceux Castle displayed one of the 
most perfect and interesting examples of our domestic archi- 
tecture. Built at a time when, though the means of defence 
were not neglected, greater consideration was paid to the 
comfort of the inhabitants, it formed a most important link 
between the fortified castle and the palatial manor-house ; 

Siartaking alike of the characteristic features of each, but per- 
ectly corresponding witli neither type, it occupied a position 
of great architectural importance, which no existing building 
adequately fiUs up. But bitter as must be our regret at the 
destruction of so noble and remarkable a building, we may 
feel thankful that it was not total. The outside weJIs remain 
almost complete, and have suffered but little except in the loss 
of some portions of the battlement, so that we axe able to form 
nearly as good an idea of the external aspect of the Castle as 
if we had seen it before the hand of the spoiler was laid upon 
it ; and though that which has been preserved to us is scarcely 
more than a shell, and of the interior little exists beyond 
broken walls and a mass of irretrievable ruin, we are fortunate 
in possessing accurate representations of almost every portion 
of the building, enabfing us to understand the form and dis- 
tribution of the whole with nearly as much accuracy as if it 
were still existing. 

The views pubUshed in Grose's ' Antiquities ' and Buck's 

I 'Ancient Castles,' are well known to every antiquary, and a 
still more complete series of coloiu-ed drawings was taken by 
Lambert in 1777, copies of which, executed by the late 
Mrs. Hare Naylor, were exhibited by Archdeacon Hare at the 
Herstmonceux meeting. Several of these, illustrating the 
k ^^ ^H 
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principal features of the building, have been engraved on 
wood, and will be found illustrating the subsequent pages ot 
this memoir.**^ 

Hcrstmonceux Castle stands in a very low situation, 
towards the southern extremity of a valley, sheltered on the 
east and west bv hilk origincdly covered with magnificent 
timber, and still preserving some remains of their wood. 
The valley is watered by a small rivulet, of which advantage 
was taken to supply the moat, as well as a chain of ponds and 
stews, once replenished with abundance of fish. Some of 
these ponds, as well as the moat, are now dry, and form dank 
marshy pastures. The moat, which spread out into a large 
pool towards the east, was drained early in EUzabeth's reign 
for greater salubrity, and was formed into a garden abounding 
in fruit-trees, and adorned with arbours and pleached allies, 
all now involved in the general ruin. " The building," in the 
language of Horace Walpole " for convenience of water to the 
moat, sees nothing at all ;" indeed beauty or even healthful- 
ness of situation seems to have been entirely left out of con- 
sideration by the builder of the Castle, a circumstance the 
more to be regretted, as its low and gloomy position doubtless 
tended to alienate the afiections of its possessor, and so to 
accelerate its ruin. 

The material of which the Castle is built is brick; and 
Hcrstmonceux has long been celebrated as one of the earliest 
edifices of any extent in this country erected entirely in this, 
which has now become the national mode.^** Bp. Littleton, 
in his Essay on "2K^ Antiquity of Brick Buildings in 
England since the time of the Bomansy in the first volume of 
the ' Archaeologia,* "* states that he can find no evidence of 
brick being emploved in building from the reign of Richard H, 
when De La Pole s house was built with brick at Kingston- 
on-HuU, till the erection of Hcrstmonceux Castle in 1440 ; 

^^ Pngin's * Second Scries of Specimens of Gothic Architecture' contains accurate eleva- 
tions and details of the south front, accompanied by an admirable descriptive memoir by 
Mr. Willson of Lincoln, to vrhich I must acknowledge myself much indebted. 

'^ The earliest building known to exist in this country built vrith bricks resembling the 
modem or Flemish brick is Little Wenham Hall, in Suffolk, which is about the date 1260. 
(Glossary of Architecture, p. 94.) 

*** ArchaH>logia, vol. i, p. 147, a.d. 1757. 
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and mentions it as worthy of remark that the art of making 
brick was then ^^ carried to such perfection, though it should 
seem to be but in its infancy, that this vast structure 
{perhaps the largest home belonging to a subject in the king- 
dom, now that Audley End has been in part pulled down,) 
has stood the brunt of weather for above three [four] centuries, 
particularly of the salt corroding vapours arising from the sea, 
to which it is greatly exposed, without suffering the least in- 
jury in any paJt of the walls, insomuch that hardly a single 
brick shows the least mark of decay." The bricks, which 
were probably the work of Flemings, introduced by Sir Roger 
Fienes, are admirable for their uniformity and fimmess of 
texture, and the walls, where uninjured by violence, remain as 
in the time of Grose, " without a flaw or crack." The only 
stone to be found in the building (besides a little rude grouted 
work in some interior walls, which I am incUned to consider 
part of the materials of the old manor-house,) is in the window- 
frames, mouldings, and battlements, the whole of which, I 
believe, aire worked in the greenstone from the shore at 
Eastbourne. 

The Castle was originally approached in several directions 
by no]3le avenues: the trees have nearly all perished, but 
isolated individuals here^and there exist, though probably not 
destined long to resist the violence of the blasts which have 
uprooted so many of their companions which the axe had 
spared. The trees which remain are mostly Spanish chestnuts, 
of which some most picturesque specimens, with long, bare 
skeleton arms, and trunks singularly twisted, stand on the 
western side of the moat. Others intermixed with oaks and 
beeches, for the most part in various stages of decav, are 
scattered over the undulating surface of the park, which a 
little judicious planting would in time restore to its former 
beauty : at present it is a cause of great regret to see so few 
young trees rising to supply the places of the noble veterans 
of the forest which have survived the general havoc of 1777.**® 

The principal front of the Castle faces the south, looking 
directly to the sea. It is approached by a somewhat steep 

'^ The paik it three miles tboot, the third part thereof lying in Uwns, and the residue 
weU set with great timber-trees, most of beech, partly of oak, of fair timber. (MS. Sunrey 
A.D. 1570.) 
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descent, enabling the spectator to take in the whole form and 
proportions of the builtiing in one uninterrupted view (as 
represented in the aeeompauying etching), and to any one 
accustomed to the picturesque irregularity of our ancient 
castles, the remarkable degree of uniformity displayed in this, 
will be at once a matter of observation. The building, as 
will be perceived from the annexed plans, is a regular paral- 
lelogram, measiu-ing 206^ feet from east to west and 214^ 
feet from north to south, inclosing four open courts. Each 
angle of the Castle is strengthened by an octagonal em- 
battled tower, rising about 1 5 feet above the battlements of the 
main building, and a similar tower occupies the centre of the 
east and west fronts : a somewhat loftier maehicolated tower, 
now robbed of its battlements, eovers the postern-gate in the 
middle of the north front, and to the south rises the noble 
gateway tower, flanked by its maehicolated turrets rising thirty 
feet above the side walls, forming a composition which, for 
its union of majesty and strength, is nearly, if not quite J 
unrivalled. Midway between the angular and the central"* 
towers, the uniformity of each front is broken by semi-octa- 
gonal embattled projections of the same height as the main 
building ; the southernmost of these, on the east front, forms 
in its second stage a most graceful oriel window, which gave 
light to the apartment know^l as the Ladies' Bower. The 
corresponding projection on the west side contained the vast 
Oven, twelve feet in diameter. The tower at the north-west 
angle, still known as the Floodgate tower, contained the 
reservoir which supplied the whole of the lower part of the 
Castle with water, conveyed in leaden pipes from a spring in 
the plantation on the hill-side to the north-east of the Castle, ^ 
and brought over the moat in troughs of timber. Other 1 
pipes {hiffhservice pipes, as they would now be called) sup- "*■ 
plied the upper floor and galleries, with an abundance very 
unfrequent at so early a period. 

The general effect of the building, in its perfect state, as 
viewed from the south-east, may be seen from the accom- 
panying view, restored from the drawings of Grose and Buck, 
and corrected by reference to the existing building. It will 
be seen how much its picturesque effect was increased by the 
high-pitched loofs, and the forest of tall slender chimneys 
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with which it was crowned. In the Bame view will be per- 
ceived the low embattled walls with which the moat was 
guarded, and tlic chapel turret, rising above the roofs, features 
which have now, like the chimneys, entirely disappeared. 

The soiitli front is that which is usually the first to strike 
the attention of the visitor, and which will Hve the longest in 
his memory ; it is indeed, in the words of Mr. Willson,'*' " a 
noble comjKisition, which deserves the attentive study of an 
architect ; the details being sufficiently ornamental to give an 
air of richness without imj)airing the character of boldness 
and strength proper for a castle." This may be said with 
the greatest truth of the gateway tower, which occupies the 
centre of the front, and from which it derives its principal 
character. The body of the tower is square, flanked ou either 
side by majestic turrets rising to the height of sixty-seven feet 
from the level of the moat. These turrets are octagonal for 
above the first fifty feet of their height, and batter or gra- 
dually decrease in diameter ; but when they rise clear of the 
side walls they are corbelled out, and become cylindrical : an 
embattled and machicolated cornice, constructed with great 
boldness and ingenuity, surmounts the tiurets, and is con- 
tinued along the front of the tower between them. The 
whole height of the gateway, eighty feet, is completed by the 
Blender watch-towers, springing from vrithin the machicolated 
' gallei-y, and connected with the parapet on the inner face of 
the tower, by a bold flying buttress, descending in embattled 
[ steps to the level of the roof, once covered with a platform of 
The turrets are pierced with three tiers of cross loop- 
-holes, for the discharge of cross-bows, and one of circular 
I' holes, or ceillets, commanding the drawbridge, for matchlock 
[ guns, which when fiied required to be laid nearly level, being 
I supported within on a kind of fork. The main body of the 
I tower is of three stories above the moat ; the two lower are 
! 8et back in a fine lofty ju'ch, coimecting the two side towers, 
I and supporting the uppermost story, which is lighted by two 
[ aquare-headed windows of the common domestic character, 
I each of two lights, with pointed heads and divided by a 
[ transom. Between these windows, in a squim; panel, we 
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may still trace tlie mutilated badge of the noble builder of the 
Castle, the alaiit or wolfdog,'*^ holding in his paws a banner 
charged ttith three lions rampant. The wall of the two 
lower stories being recessed, gives room for the construction 
of a row of openings, pierced through the floor of the upper 
chamber, and covered by the lofty arch, intended for the 
annoyance of assailants, by pouring down upon them boiling 
pitch, or molten lead, as they approached the Custle-gate. Of 
the two stories within the arch the lower is occupied by the 
principal entrance, a four-centred archway, characterised by 
the same dignified simjilicity which marks the whole build- 
ing ; over which is a large scjuare-headcd transomed window 
of two fohated lights. On either side of the window two 
long vertical slits in the brickwork will be noticed, the purpose 
of which was to receive the levers of the drawbridge {which 
with the cliains suspended from them are represented in 
Buck's view), when it was required to be raised. Simple as 
is the character of the windows in this front of the gateway, 
they are more ornamental than any others in the exterior of 
the Castle, with the exception of the three in the centre tower 
on the east front forming the apse of the chapel ; the ordinary 
type being either a long narrow rectangular opening divided by 
a transom, or, in the domestic apartments, where more light was 
required, a plain square window with a central mullion and 
transom. The larger openings to be seen in various parts of the 
Castle, especially to the north of the chapel tower, are to be 
assigned to a date long subsequent to the first erection, and are 

'*" Uandea, Alants, or Allans (Caiies AUdi). ncre names bf wliicb taj Inrge dogi seem 
to have bctn design alcd. The follomnE4uoUtiona are &om Boucher'" 'Glotwrj',' tht^h 
Huiahed Etite of whkb ii a matler of so much regret. ^^^| 

" About hii ehar ttier wentea nhile alandet ^^^M 

Tnenlie tnd mo, as grete te any stere, ^^^| 

To huntm at the Ijon, or wild here." ^H 

Chancer'a Kuighti' Tale, I. ZISO. 
In SirJ.Dourcbier'a IranBlation of Froiuort (b. iv, c. 24) arc mentioned "fouie councn 
and Iwoatlans of Spayn, faire and good." They nre nlio mentioned in Mvralori.Aoi.X.'a, 
p. 394. " Item canei elanot alta staliira ct mirabilis farlitudiuia nutrire ituduerant." The 
name alam u still laed in Spain for a bloodhound or mastilT. 

The word alant occun in the will of John of Gaunt (Royal Wills, p. 157), in the de- 
■eriptinn of * bed Ireqaealhed to hi« son, afterwarda Henry IV. He says Ihll it wa« " de 
ilrap d'or le chiin|) pien ovcrez dcs lubrei, d'or et jnile cbcscun a^bre un aUmt blank 
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probably due to the alterations of the young earl of Sussex, 
who, before his extravagance had compelled him to part with his 
ancestral mansion, had expended large sums in adapting the 
principal apartments to tlic taste of the day, by enlarging the 
windows aud replacing the old creaking casements by modem 
sashes ; an alteration, aud, aa it was then considei-ed, an im- 
provement effected in almost every old mansion in the king- 
dom, whose owner was rich enough to do so, the example 
being set by no less an authority than Sir C. Wren, in the 
venerable fortress of Windsor. 

In the other parts of the exterior there are no features 
caUing for special mention : the utmost plainness seems to 
have been studied throughout the building, especially in the 
external works, in which, in a biiildiug intended for the pur- 
poses of defeuce, all richness of ornament would have been 
out of place. The bareness of the walls is now partly con- 
cealed, and its uniformity relieved by a rich tapestry of ivy, 
though within the last few years much of that wliich decorated 
the walls has been destroyed, to the great regret of every 
lover of the picturesque, though the architect may see reason 
to commend an act of devastation which has brought to light 
several features of great interest, which had previously been 
concealed. 

We will now invite our readers to accompany us to the 
interior of the Castle, and passing over the frad planks which 
do the duty of the ancient drawbridge, and entering through 
the wicket-gate (by the side of which, in former times, a well- 
accredited local tradition informs us, was always to be found 
a leathern black-jack, well replenished with ale), bid 
stand with us in what was formerly the porter's lodge, and 
gaze with sorrow and indignation on the sad scene of devasta- 
tion opening before them. A few shattered walls, the first 
few steps of a winding-stair, a broken arch or two, and here 
and there a swelling mound or ridge speaking of the founda- 
tion of a buttress or wall hidden beneath the verdant sod, which 
has spread over the whole area ; such is all that now remains 
of that which only sixty-four years ago was the most perfect 
example of the mansion of a feudal lord in the south of 
England. But much as we may find to regret, there still 
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remains miich to admire, for in the words of ArchdeacoaiJ 
Hare, " since the dtuaoUtion of the interior, ^'ature, 

' Softening nnd ponepiJing, 
AnJ busy willi n hand of healing,' 

has licen adorning it with ivy,' which has formed beautiful 
thick masses around the walls and tiurets. Persona," he con- 
tinues, " who have visited Rome, on entering tlic court, and 
seeing . tht; piles of lirickwork strewn about, have been 
reminded of the Baths of Caracalla, tliough of course on a 
miniature sorfe ; the illusion beiiig perhaps fostered by the 
ideep blue of the Sussex sky, which, when' compared with that 
in more northemly parts of England, has almost an Italian 
character/' 

llie porter's lodge by which we enter the Castk}, forme the 
lower story of the great gateway towet, having immediately 
above it the room formerly designated the " Drummer's Hall," 
tradition having marked it out as the principal scene of the 
pranks of a ghostly drummer, by whom tlie slumbers of the 
inhabitants were wont to be disturbed. A recess in the wall 
on the left hand will be noticed, in which a chest is said to 
have been discovered, containing treasure to a vast aniouut. by. 
which the famihes of a former steward and others were 
riohed ; with this chest the existence of the drummer Beems 
to have been linked, iind when the hoard over which, like the 
gryphon of old,te had been sot to watch, liad been ransacked, 
his oQcupation was' gone, and his drum became for ever silenced. 
In Grose is a view of the porter's lodge in a perfect state,. 
showing us the vaulted roof, the springing of which, with some' 
portion of the vaulting, still remains, as is shown in the etch* 
ing. The porter's lodge is provided with a fireplace, on the 
right hand of the entrance, which Mr. Willson remarks as " 
very unusual accommodation in such an apartment," and on 
-each side are arched doorways, that in the left, leading into 
.the guard-chamber, described by Grose " as a long waste 
room, like a gallery in old times." Its rude and unfinished 
ch'aracter, led him to the supposition that it was " intended fiar 
a stable in case the Castle were besieged, and there were need 
to bring the horses and other cattle into a place of securil 
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but it 19 far more probable that it was simply designed as a 
giiard-rooiH, in wliich all decoration would have been super- 
fluous, and tlie furnaces for casting bullets, still to be traced in 
the south wall, arc an evidence of the purpose to which it was 
devoted. The door to the right of the porter's lodge opens 
through some narrow passages (in which the arrangement of 
the closets and the attention paid to drainage and ventilation 
demand notice) into the shell of the watch-tower, now open 
from basement to battlement, and whose only sentinels are a 
crowd of noisy jackdaws, who have long since claimed these 
mins as their own undisputed domain. Returning into the 
lodge, and advancing into the interior of the Castle, we enter 
the principal court, known as the Grcn, or Cloister court. 
Tliis court, the centre of which is marked by the small holly- 
tree, was surrounded by an arcade of open arches of brick, 
of very low curvature, quite plain, and only separated 
by slender buttresses, numing up, as will be seen in the 
woodcut, and dividing the upper story, above the cloister. 
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equal compartments alttmati-ly blank and contauung 

two hght 'iqunre headed wmdons lightmg the gal- 

I, into which the piincipal apartments opened Im- 

' I front, on entcj-ing the cloister, was the 

extending along the north side of the court, at the 
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eastern end of which rose the chapel tower, containing the 
clock and bells. The hall was a noble apartment, fifty-four 
feet long, by twenty-eight broad, and the same in height to 
the springing of the beams. It was lighted by four two-light 
square-headed windows, of the ordinary domestic type, and 
the roof was originally crowned by a louvre for the passage of 
the smoke rising from the fireplace in the middle of the eoor ; 
this had been removed before Lambert's view was taken. The 
character of the interior is well represented in Grose's plate, 
from which the annexed woodcut is taken. 




The roof was supported on massy beams, forming a flat 
arch, springing from corbels, carved with the family badge, 
the alant or wolfdog. The sides were lined with wainscot 
below the windows, and the west end was screened off for a 
passage, with a gallery over it for musicians. The arched 
doors behind the screen led to the butteries and other offices, 
and the wainscot was ornamented at intervals with stags' heads 
and antlers. The north wall of the hall remains tolerably 
perfect, and the false arch of one of the windows, now reduced 
to a single course of bricks, hangs in a singularly precarious 
state, and though it would seera as if a single gust of wind 
would bring it down, so it has hung for very many years. 
Of the southern wall little more than the foundation exists, 
and the whole interior of this once lordly room is now ovot- 
grown with a tangled mass of briers and thorns. 
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Passing through the niins of the hall we cuter tlic Uutler's 
Pantry Court, of which a view is here annexed. 
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It had a cloiBter on the north and west sides, of similar 
character to that in the Green Court though the dividing 
bnttrtssea wtre marked with sit oils and were of a somewhat 
different and more gractful outhne On the south it was 
Hanked by the hall and the tmbattled gable to the east was 
that of the great staircase which was erected in the reign of 
Elizabeth after the mamage of Margant Baroness Bacre, with 
Sampson Lenuard, when considerable alterations took place 
in the Castle, with the view of adapting the principal apart- 
ments to the style and habits of the period. 

A paved passage leads us from this court to the posterif 
gate, coninninicating by a drawbridge over the moat with tlie 
garden and bowling-green behind. At the destruction of the 
Castle, a few rooms were preserved in this part of it, to form 
a residence for the gardener ; but these, too, have fallen into 
decay, and the roof, now 

■' Tottering Uj a faU," 
adds to the picturesque effect of the general scene of ryin 
around. 

Turning to the right, and leaving the butler's pantry, and 
other offices to tlic left, wc pass through the remains of the 
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cloister, and enter the g^reat staircase ; a square of forty feet, on 
the south wall of which we can still discern the marks of 
ascending flights of steps, together with some mouldering 
traces of fresco painting, from which fancy may restore the 
massy oaken balustrades which guarded the stairs. The 
ascendUig flights were at least ten feet wide, and the hollow 
formed beneath was so considerable that the smugglers who 
aboiuided in this neighbourhood in the latter part of the last, 
and beginning of the present century, frequently employed it 
as a i-eceptacle for their contraband goods. It is said that 
when the clue to this hidmg-place was at last discovered, and 
the boards of the staircase were raised, the whole cavity was 
found filled with tea, and that the quantity was so large that 
a cart was loaded with that which had been stored up there. 

The staircase received light from six large, square-headed 
windows, divided by stone mulUons, and transoms, as repre- 
sented in the last woodcut ; between these on the principal 
floor were large mirrors reaching nearly from the floor to the 
ceiling. 

This noble staircase gave access to the numerous galleries 
which threaded the upper floor. The arrangement and de- 
signation of these galleries wiE be seen from the plan of this 
floor, which also shows ua the distribution of the apartments 
opening from them. The principal passages of commimication 
were the WliUe Gallery, ninning cast and west, and the Green 
Gallery, which, extending southwards from the staircase, 
formed the east side of the cloister court. This gallery, 
which took its name from its hangings, described by those 
who remember them as of green cloth, decorated with 
numerous paintings, communicated with the state rooms 
fitted up by the earl of Sussex in the East front, corresponding 
in size and arrangement with those below. One of these 
rooms was called the Gilded Bed-chamber, being hung, ac- 
cording to the fashion of the time, with leather stamped and 
gilt, fragments of which are still in the possession of some of 
the older parishioners. 

The Wlute Gallery formed the approach to the Library, the 
Private Chapel above the postern gate, and the Lord's and 
Lady's Apartments — the former consisting of a suite of four 
rooms in the north front looking on the bowhng-green ; the 
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latter of three smaller chambers od the west side of the 
Castle, from one of which, by means of a window opening into 
the kitchen below, the mistress could unobserved keep watch 
over her servants, or superintend the cookery without its being 
needful for her to descend from her own apartments. 

Parallel to the White Gallery to the south, ran the Armour 
Gallery, communicating with the chambers in the same block 
of building with the hall, between the Pump and Chicken 
courts. 

It has been mentioned that the Green Gallery extended 
along the east side of the cloister court, the other sides were 
occupied respectively by the Yeoman's Gallery to the soutli, 
the Befldem Gallery to the west, and the Bird Gallery (which 
was a mere open walk on the roof of the cloisters, in fixint of 
the hall) on the north. From the Yeoman's Gallery opened 
the chaplain's and yeoman's rooms, as well as the Drummer's 
Hall ; the Bethlem Gallery communicated with the Bef/elem 
Chambers, a suite of five small rooms, each provided with a 
fireplace, which, it would seem probable from an example of a 
similar designation in Sheen Palace, derived their name from 
being set apart for the lodging of strangers and wayfarers. 

The language of Grose's correspondent when describing 
this floor is worth quoting, as it is evidently that of an eye- 
witness. "The bed-chambers on this floor," he says, "are 
sufficient to lodge a garrison, and one is bewUdered in the 
ditfcrcnt galleries which lead to them ; in every one of the 
windows of which is painted in glass the alant or wolfdog, the 
animal supporters of the family of Fienes. Many winding 
staircases, curiously constructed in brickwork, without any 
timber, lead to these galleries." One of these newel staurcases 
still remains perfect to a considerable height, at the north-east 
angle of the gateway tower ; the stump of another, which 
stood at the north end of the west walk of the cloisters, strikes 
the eye immediately on entering the court. 

Let us now, in imagination, retrace our steps along the 
galleries, and descend the great staircase, when a few paces 
towards the east will lead us to the site of the Saloon, and 
other principal apartments on the ground floor. The saloon, 
which was forty feet long, and the adjoining rooms, received 
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liiishand, Sampson Ltiuniird, in the reign of Elizabctli, who, 
as has been ab-eady mentioned, erected stately chimney- 
pieces, embellished witli the arms of the family and their 
lUIianceB, aiid built the grand staircase. These apartments 
were still further modernized by the Earl of Sussex, in the 
time of Charles II, when tliey were sashed and wainscoted, 
and the panelling adorned with exquisite carvings by Gibbous, 
which called forth the admiration of Walpok', and even now, 
in their mutilated state, and most inappropriate position, ui 
the hall of Herstmonceux Place, sufficiently i)rove the skill 
of Grinling's magic chisel. Beyond the principal apartments, 
advancing towards the south, lies the Chapel, which was 
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eutered from tin' cast walk of thu Green-court cloister. 
Walpole speaks disparagingly of it as " small and mean," and 
the annexed woodcut will show that it was not remarkable 
for any richness of architectural ornament ; but, plain though 
it was, the effect of the eastern oriel, with its long coupled 
windows, seen beneath the low arch which c:irries the tnn-et 
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nbovc, must Imvc lieeii so fine as to have deserved higher 
roniiQendatioii froui oue whose taste, much aa wc may now 
find to condemn iii it, was certainly far in advance of his age. 
The painted glass with which the windows were decorated, 
however brilliant in colour, was not particiUarly good in 
design, and the same somewhat flijijiant critic speaks con- 
temptuously of the " seven long (enn nainh ill done," that 
remained in the windows. Two smaller windows, lower 
down in the wall, which will be noticed in the woodcut, 
appear to have been added, to afford light to the worshippers, 
for which purpose also it must have I>een that four of the 
lights of the east windows were robbed of their stained glass. 
A square-headed piscina, of the very plainest character, will 
be noticed on the south side of the apse, and Walpole sj}eaka 
of " two odd cavities with very small wooden screens on each 
side," which he supposes to have been confessionals, but, as 
these no longer remain, we cannot say liow far his conjecture 
was correct or no. The wainscoting about the altar, and 
other fittings of the Chapel, seem to have been of tlie same 
date with the great staircase : over tiie west end was a gallery 
communicating with the upper corridor. 

The present state of the Chapol and the side of the Castle 
adjacent is admirably represented in Miv Brooke's etching. 
The windows on the ground-floor lighted tlie s/oreromt, the 
sfpimrd's room, and the servaula' hall, in the former of which 
will be noticed, an arched recess, with an orifice for carrying 
off water, far surpassing the piscina in elegance, though 
probably only serving the purposes of a connnon sink. The 
beautiful bay window in the upper story, which forms such a 

I conspicuous ornament in the south-east view of the Castle, 
gave light to the Lady's Bmoi-r, which must have been one of 
the most cheerful and agreeable apartments in the whole 
building. 
Advancing towards the south-east, vvr have to guni-d against 
a somewhat precipitate descent down the staii-case leading to 
the dungeon, which formed the basement of the tower at this 
angle of the front. A few years since this staircase and the 
passage beyond were cleared out, but since then it has been 
permitted to become choked up again, and access to the 
duggeon is now completely stopped. Grose's correspondent 
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describes it as " an octagonal room, in the midst of which is a 
stone post with a long chain, and in a comer of the room a 
door into a privy, a comiucndablc," and, we may add, most 
unusual and merciful, "attention to cleanliness." The upper 
story of this tower and tlie rooms adjacent were assigned to 
the chaplain ; its highest portion, as well as that of the tower 
at the opposite angle of the front were left empty, and the 
walla pierced with an immense number of square openings, 
for the accommodation of the coimtless hosts of pigeons our 
ancestors used to keep for the puqjoses of their table, of which 
they formed one of the chief delicacies. 

U we now cross the grassy area of the Castle, and passing 
the gateway tower, place ourselves midway between it and the 
exterior wtdl on the west, we shall be standing in the centre 
of the Pump Court, the second in point of -dimensions, but 
the plainest in architectural character, of the four courts coa 
taincd within the Castle. 



I 




A reference to the ground plan will show that this coi 
was separated from the Green Court by a narrow sUp of build' 
ings, which it will be seen from the woodcut was divided into 
three low stories, supported by massive buttresses. Tiw 
ground-floor of this building (of which the very foundat 
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have disappeared) was devoted to offices, above which, on the 
upper floor, rail the suite of small bed-rooms, ab-eady spoken 
of, as the Betlilevi-Tooms. 

On the south side of this court was the " long waste room " 
ah^ady described under the name of the Guard Chamber, 
above which was a lobby commimicating with the apartments 
on the principal floor ; to the west were the Laundry, lirew- 
kome, aud other offices, the whole of this side of the Castle 
being devoted to domestic piu'poses. 

The central apartment of this front, marked by the 
octagonal tower, was the Bakehouse, cominunicating on the 
south with the Brewhouse ; adjacent to which, in the lower 
part of the semi-octagonal turret, was the great oven, ui former 
times one of the chief wonders of the Castle, in which, ac- 
cording to local tradition, four and twenty women once sat 
down to tea. The action of the fire upon the interior of the 
oven still enables us to trace its situation, and, in part, its 
dimensions ; but its vault and the outer half of its circum- 
ference have been completely destroyed. By the side of the 
oven stood the great brewing copper, imbedded in brickwork 
and approached by a flight of stairs : each step being formed 
of the trunk of a tree nidcly s(|uared. Above the great oven 
our attention is attracted by two pendentives of a brick vaidt 
(which wdl be noticed in the accompanying etching), and our 
curiosity is immetUately roused to determine their purpose, 
Here both the existing ground plans, and the memory of the 
few old people who still recollect the Castle in its perfect 
state, are at fault ; but I think there can be Uttle doubt that 
the object of the vault was to condense the steam rising from 
the brewhouse beneath, and convey it to the external air, 
with which it probably communicated by a louvre or central 
aperture. 

Beyond the oven were the outer and inner Laundry, 
above which was the "red" or "unfinished room," so 
called from its remaining, in Horace Waliiole's language, 
" in its native brickhood " ignorant of " the luxury of 
whitewash." 

To the north of the bakehouse, which, it will be remem- 
bered, occupied the centre of this side, we enter the Kitchen, 
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the oiiginal iipiJcarance of which is set before us in thol 
annexed woodcut from Lftinlicrt'a drawing. 




i 



This nwiii, like tlie hall and elmpel, occupied the whol 
height of the Iionse, twenty-eight feet, and contained three vast 
cavern-like fireplaces, with their huge chimnics projecting into 
the room within, and an oven, which is still to be traced at 
the south-west angle. It was lighted by three plain squai'e 
windows in tlie upper range, and its walls were pierced with 
several openings, the puri)ose of which it is difficult to deter- 
mine with accuracy. Tradition informs us that one of these 
apertures, on the east side of the kitchen, was fimiished with 
chains and pullies, by means of which all the heavier joints 
were raised, carried along the gallery, and then lowered into 
the hall ; there is probably some degree of truth in the story, 
though it is not easy exactly to comprehend the natiu'e of the 
arrangement indicated. 
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Immediately bcyon 
surrounded by offices, 



[1 the kitchen lay the Chicken, Court, 



the destination of which 



may 



be seen 



from the ground plan, but which do not call for any parti- 
cular remark. This court is represented in one of Lanibtirt's 
drawings, but it is not of sufficient interest to merit engraving. 
In its style it corresponded with the Butler's Pantry Coiul, 
but the arches of the cloister on the north were partly built 
up, to (tdapt them to the purpose from which the court derived 
its appellation. At its upper or eastern end a building with 
a gable the whole width of the court formed the Dairy. 

Having now completed our circuit of the Castle, and having 
endeavoured as far as practicable to jjresent it to my renders 
as it existed in its perfect state, it may lie interesting to 
peruse the lively description of Horace Walpole,'" who visittrd 
Herstnionceux five and twenty years before its ruin, to which 
refcjenec lias been already made. This description is taken 
from a letter written from Battel, Aug. 5th, 1762, to llichard 
Bentley, Esq., only son of the well-known Dr. Bcntley, 
master of I'nnity College, Cambridge. The letter, which it 
is needless to say is most amusing, though perhaps somewhat 
more highly coloured, for the sake of effect, than truth would 
warrant, details a journey from Tunbridge Wells, made by 
Walpole, in company with Mr. Chute, for the express purpose 
of seeing Battel Abbey and Herstmonccux Castle. The 
account it contains of the state of the Sussex roads a century 
ago, proves to us that, however much there may still he to 
correct, before we can shake off the opprobrious proverb 
which speaks of 

" Sowscxe full of diite and mire," 
there has been a greater change for the better than wc have 
ordinarily any conception of. 

Leaving Tunbridge Wells, Walpole visited Bayham Abbey, 
whence he set out for Battel ; but before arriving at Roberts- 
bridge he writes, " our woes increase. The roads grew bad 
beyond all badness, the night dark beyond all darkness, our 
guides frightened beyond all frightfiilncss." At Roberts- 
bridge the inn was "full of smugglers," so, "armed with links 
and lanthoms," they started again for Battel, where they 
arrived at two in the morning, and found " a worse inn, 

"■' WiliwIe'B Leltcn, edit. !B37, vol. i, p[i. 17S-7. 
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crammed with excise officers, one of whom had just tilled a 
smuggler." The next morning the adventurous travellers 
started for Herstmonceux, undaunted by the report given of 
the road by the natives (" who," he says, " are forced to drive 
their curricles with a pair of oxen,") who represented it as 
" totally impracticable." Happily the report proved quite 
untrue, and Walpole speaks of the eight [ten] miles between 
Battel and Herstaionccux, as " the only morsel of good road 
in their whole tour." 

" The Castle," he writes, " is seated at the end of a large 
vale, five miles in a direct line to the sea, with wings of blue 
hills covered with wood, one of which falls down to the house, 
in a sweep of 100 acres. The building, for the convenience 
of water to the moat, sees nothing at all ; indeed it is entirely 
imagined on a plan of defence, with drawbridges actually in 
being, round towers, watch-towers mounted on them, and 
battlements pierced for the passage of arrows from long bows. 
It was built in the time of Henry VI, and is as perfect as the 
first day. It does not seem to have been ever quite finished, 
or at least that age was not arrived at the luxury of white- 
wash ; for almost all the walls, except in the principal cham- 
bers, are in their native brick-hood. It is a square build- 
ing, each side about two hmidred feet in length ; a porch and 
cloister very like Eton College ; and the whole is much in the 
same taste, the kitchen extremely so, with three vast funnels 
to the chimneys going up on the inside. There are two or 
three httle courts for offices, but no magnificence of apart- 
ments. It is scarcely fiunished with a few necessary beds 
and chairs. Oai& side has been sashed, and a drawing and 
dining-room, and two or three rooms, wainscoted by the earl 
of Sussex, who married a natural daughter of Charles the 
Second. Their arms, with dehghtful caiTfings by Gibbons, 
particularly two pheasants, hang over the chimneys. Over 
the great drawing-room chimney is the coat armour of the 
first Lennard, Lord Dacre, with all his aUiances -. Mr. Chute 
was transported, and called cousin with ten thousand quar- 
terings.'*" The chapel is small and mean ; the Virgin and 
seven long, lean sainte, ill done, remain in the windows : there 

K ^ Cstheriae, ttaughtei of Bitlianl, Lord Dicrf . iiiuricd Ctiajoner Cliate, of llie Vhimh 
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have been four more, but seem to have been removed for 
Ught; and we actually found St. Catharine and another 
gentlewoman with a church in her hand, exiled into the 
buttery. There remain two odd cavities with very small 
wooden screens on each side the altar, which seem to have 
been confessionals. The outside is a mixture of grey brick 
and stone, that has a very venerable appearance. T\\e draw- 
bridges are romantic to a degree ; and there is a dungeon that 
gives one a delightful idea of living in the days of soccage, 
and under such goodly tenures. They showed us a dismal 
chamber, which they call Drummer's Hall, and suppose that 
Mr. Addison's comedy is descended from it. In the windows 
of the gallery over the cloisters which leads all round to the 
apartments is the device of the Fiennesea, a wolf holding a 
baton with a scroll k toy h veut — an unlucky motto, as I shall 
tell you presently, to the last peer of that hne. The estate is 
£2000. a-year, and so compact as to have but BDventeen 
houses on it. We walked up a brave old avenue to the 
church, with ships sailing on our left hand the whole way. 
Before the altar Ues a lank brass knight, hight William Fiennes, 
chevalier, who oMit m.c.c.c.c.v., that is, in 1405. By the altar is 
a beautiful tomb, all in our trefoil taste, varied into a thousand 
httle canopies and patterns, and two knights reposing on their 
backs; these were Thomas, Lord Dacre, and his only son, 
Gregory, who died sans issue. 

" An old grey-headed beadsman of the family talked to us 
of a blot in the scutcheon ; and we had observed that the 
field of the arms was green instead of blue, and the hons 
ramping to the right, contrary to order. This, and the man's 
imperfect narrative, led us into the circumstances of the 
personage before us, for there is no mseription. He went, in 
a Chevy Chase style, to hunt in a Mr, Pelliam'a park, at 
Lawton ; the keepers opposed, a fray ensued, a man was 
killed. The haughty baron took the death upon himself, as 
most secure of pardon ; but, however, though there was no 
chancellor of the exchequer in the question, he was condemned 
to be hanged, le roi le vou/oist." '*' 

"' Walpole ia, of courvi, undw a niistiic here : Tlioniu, Lord Ditre, who wbb eiecutcil 
■ at Tybora, was (be graiiiUon of Ibc Lonl Dacn> to wIiodi ihia monumeat wu erected. 
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TiiF, Inst ffw lines of Walpole's lively narrative have 
already introduced us to the Parish Church, whieh crowns 
the hill to the west of the Castle. Thither let us uow follow 
Iiim, moimting the steep ascent; now no longer sheltered by 
tlic " brave old avenue " of oaks, which seventy years since con- 
nected the house of God with the noble mansion of the feudal 
lords by whose pious care it was built and adorned, but 
exposed to the full blaze of the mid-day sun. 

As we approach the Church we cannot fail to be struck 
with the jncturesqueneBs of its outhne, and shall admire the 
judgment which placed the tower and spire at the nortli-weiit 
angle, in the very position to produce the greatest effect on 
the character of the building, and best withstand the fuiy of 
the south-west gales which are here so prevalent. The 
exposed situation of the Church does not allow the tower to 
be carried to any considerable height, and it is in fact several 
feet lower than the ridge of the roof, but rising as it does 
from the low side-aisle, its deficiency in elevation is com- 
pletely overlooked in the north-east view, in which it assumes 
an importance hardly to have been expected from its dimen- 
sions. The annexed view (for which the Society is indebted 
to the generosity of Mr. Petit), which presents the Church as 
seen from the north-west, will enable those who are unac- 
quainted with the building to judge of its character, and will 
show how much it is indebted for its general effect to the 
position of the tower. 

The plan of the Church is simple ; it consists of a chancel, 
with a chantry chapel to the north, a nave of three bays, 
with aisles to the north and south, the westernmost bay of 
the north aisle being occupied with the tower. There are 
porches on each side ; that to the north, which is the entrance 
generally used, being a modern construction of wood on the 
old atone basement. The material of which the nave and 
aisles are built is rubble, plastered over ; the tower is con- 
structed of sandstone, and the spire is covered with woodeii 
shingles. The chancel was partly rebuilt at the time of tlic 
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demolition of the Castle, out of the materials which it supplied 
in such abundance ; the chantry chapel is also of brick, and 
was probably erected at the same penod with the Castle, or a 
little later, at which time all the windows would seem to 
have been altered ; for though the building is Early English, 
not a single window remains of that style, but all correspond 
with tliat on the north side of the chantry, which is of the 
ordinary square-headed Perpendicular type, of two trefoiled 
ogee-headed hghts, surmounted by a label. The east window 
of the chantry is a Perpendicular supermuUioned one, of three 
lights ; the east window of the chancel, one of the same 
character, of four lights, copied from the central compartment 
of the west window of New College Chapel, was inserted, a 
few years since, by Archdeacon Hare, in place of an ugly 
square-headed window, which had been put in at the close of 
the last century. The slope of the aisle roofs is broken 
by dormer windows, which, if too nearly approaching the 
character of domestic architecture, are certainly a great im- 
provement upon the climisy garret windows with which so 
many of our churches have been disfigured when, as in this 
case, additional light beyond that supplied by the Original 
apertures, is absolutely required. The head of the western 
window and the door below it have been stopped up, and the 
whole west end plastered, with false joints to imitate stone 
work, by which the effect of that part of the building has 
been very much injured. 

Within, the Church is of the simplest character ; but the 
beauty which is not always ensured by a profusion of archi- 
tectural decoration, is here in a remarkable degree the result 
of just proportions, and the absence of those disfigurements 
by which the interior of so many of our country churches are 
marred. When the pillars and arches were doing penance in 
a sheet of whitewash, which had so clogged the capitals that 
the foUage was hardly to be discerned, and the whole area 
was encumbered with pews of all shapes and sizes, the casual 
visitor would have seen but little to admire in the interior of 
Herstmonceux Church; but now that the judicious care of 
one to whom every stone of the building is dear, has brought 
out the expressive features which had so long lain hid, and, 
replacing the square pews by open seats of plain yet appro- 
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priate design, allowed the columns to be seen in their whole 
height from litise to capital, tlie general effect of the interior 
is one not to be easily forgotten, especially if seen when the 
shades of evening arc gathering around, and the last rays of 
the setting sun are pouring in, gilding an arch or a pillar licre 
and there with a brightness which omy serves to deepen the 
gloom which is enshroHding the rest of the Church, 

The aisles are separated from the nave by well-proportioned 
arches of two plainly chamfered orders, springing from octa- 
gonal piers with foliated capitals. There are three of these 
arches on the south, but only two on the north, the tower 
which occupies the westernmost bay on this side, communi- 
cating with the Church by a lower arch of more contracted 
dimensions. 

The style of each arcade is Early English, but the foliage of 
the capitals renders it evident thet the arches to the north are 




of considerably earlier date than those which correspond to 
them on the south, which arc sujiportcd by piers of some- 
what more slender proportions. The arches of the north 
aisle rest on a single pier and two responds ; the capitals of 
the latter are precisely similar, and arc ornamented with stiff 
upright pointed leaves, that of the pier being surrounded with 
a band of targe clumsy trefoils; the execution of all is v 




I 



I 



AND ITS LUllUS. II 

rude. The capitals of the two piers on the south are of more 
elegant design, though still of somewhat rude workmanship ; 
they are earved with small upright leaves standing close 
together, turning over with a crisped head beneath the abacus : 
the capitals of the responds as well as of the chancel arch are 
simply moulded. The roof of the north aisle has evidently 
been raised at some period subsequent to its erection ; the 
moulding on the inner face of the tower shows its original 
height, whether the alteration was made at the time of the 
erection of the south aisle or when the church was gene- 
rally repaired in the fifteenth century, is impossible to 
determine. 

The roofs are ceded throughout, but the beams supporting 
that of the nave are open, and cleared from whitewash. 

On the north side of the chancel, opening into the chantry, 
stands the chief architectural ornament of the Church — the 
noble Dacre Tomb, whose richly fretted front reaches almost 
from the floor to the ceiling, erected in 1534 to the memory 
of Thomas, Lord Dacre, and Thomas his son. 

This monument, fi'om its position, presents two fronts, one 
towards the chancel, and one towards the chantry on the 
north. Both parts arc similai' in arrangement and in archi- 
teetm-al decoration, though that to the chancel is of somewhat 
greater elevation. The material of which the tomb is built is 
the grey-shell marble, from the quarries of Petworth ; but the 
canopies of the niches and more delicate tracery are executed 
in Caen stone, and much of the carvmg is as sharp as when 
first done. The north front is in a sad state of decay, the 
surface of the shell-marble having, from some unexplained 
cause, become disintegrated ; but the rest of the monument is 
in fair preservation. A few years since it was cleansed from 
a coat of whitewash, with which it had been bedaubed by the 
order of a nmd dean of the last century, and the coats of arms 
on the south side were fresh emblazoned, and the crests and 
mantlings partially gilt. It is much to be regretted that the 
ignorance of the painter employed in this good work has per- 
petuated some false heraldry, and made the identification of 
the coats a matter of some difficulty. 

The design of this monmuent is of the kind so prevalent in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, consisting of an altar- 
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tomb, beneath au obtusely-arched recess, surmounted by 
richly-decorated cornice, in several horizontal divisions. 

The basement of the tomb is plain, the front is divided by 
slender arched panels into four square compartments orna- 
mented with quatrefoils, the interior sweep and spandrels of 
which are most richly cusped and feathered. On the tomb, 
beneath the arched canopy, the soffit of which is richly panelled 
and decorated with colour, repose the effigies of Lord Dacre 
and his son, in armour, with their bends, which are bare, rest- 
ing on their tilting helmets, and their hands joined in prayer. 
ITie arched canopy is cinquefoiled, each cusp being again 
foliated, and the spandrels contain trefoils subdivided in a 
similar manner, producing an effect of surpassing richness. It 
is surmounted by a flat horizontal coniice, divided into eight 
quatrefoiled squares, six of the compartments containing a 
shield, emblazoned with the arms of the alliances of the family. 
Above this is an embattled cornice, with which the design 
terminates on the side towards the chantry. The greater 
height of the chancel allowed the addition of two more cor- 
nices, the lower carved with foliage, the upper divided into 
foliated arched panels, with intersecting tracery, the whole 
fijiished with a row of the ordinary trefoil or strawberry-leaf 
ornament. In front of this upper cornice are introduced 
three escutcheons, surmounted by the tiltiug helmet, mantle 
and crest, carved in relief, and originally richly piunted and 
gilt ; but now all but the centre shield are blank, and the 
alants which surmount two of the helmets are covered with 
paint of aplain stone colour. The central slueld presents the arms 
of the Fienes family (azure, three lions rampant or), and above 
it the family crest, an eagle, with an annulet in his beak, or, 

The monument is flanked on either side by a nich of extra- 
ordinary richness, set against the east wall. One of these is 
represented in the woodcut ; but it fails altogether in giving 
any adequate idea of the delicacy of the carving, or the extra- 
ordinary richness of the tracery which has been lavished upon 
its decoration. 

The western angles are chamfered off and adorned with two 
niches, with ogee canopies of the most elaborate workmanship. 

Both faces of the monmnent are rich in heraldic decoration. 
'Icsides the Fienes coat and crest which have been already 
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mentioned, the quatrefoiled cornice above the canopy contains 
six coats on either side: those to the north arc original ; those 
to tlie south have been repainted with no great accuracy. 
The coats on the northern side, commencing from the west, 
are (1) Az. an oric of martlets or, on an inescutcheon arg. 
3 bars, gides. (2) Az. three chevronela braced in the base of 
the escutcheon or, a chief of the 2d (Fitzhugh)."" (3) Barry 
of 6, arg. and az. a bend, gules (Grey). (4) Argent, a fease, 
gules. (5) Gides, 3 lions, passant, gardant or, in pale.'^* 
(G) The same as No. 4. On the south the restored coats are 
(7) Sable, a cross or. (8) The same as No. 3. (9) The same as 
No. 4. (10) Quarterly or, and gules an escarbuncle sable.'** 
(11) Barrj' of six, argent and gides. (12) Azure,a fesse, gulea.'^° 
The coat (No. 7) is also repeated in the centre of one of the 
quatrefoils in the basement on the south. Beneath the flanking 
nich in the chantry ia an escutcheon, Vair, the coat of the 
family of Filiol.'*^ 

From the will of Lord Dacre it appears that this stately 
monument was erected not only to commemorate hunself and 
his son, but also for the purposes of an Easter sepulchre. 
This, as is well known, was the spot where the ceremonies 
typifying the burial and resurrection of our Lord, prescribed 
by, and still practised in the Romish Communion, were 
annually performed on Good Friday and Easter Day. For 
this purpose an arched recess was often formed in the north 
wall of the chancel above a low altar-tomb without inscrip- 
tion;'" at other times an actual tomb was used for these 
ceremonies, as in the instance under consideration, and in 

■" The mother of ihe Lord Dwrre (o nliom this tomli wai ctbcIhI wns Alice, cUughler 
of Henry. Lord Htihiigh. 

"3 Tlie arms of I lolUnd &ie Ihe ume as tbese, icithia a bordvre arg. Sir Roger nenM 
luBrried Elizabeth Holland, bnt her amu are giien a» aznre semee of fleur-de-liB. 

"^ This U probably a miatake of the painter for quarterly vert and or, in centre a mallet 
table, which wat the coat of Lord Bemen, into whose faiiuly Lord Dacre married. 

'" ?alse heralilij ; the coat was probable the ume aa No. 1. 

'" It ia a matter of great r^rct to me that I have been able In identify so tevr of theae 
coat! nitli alliancea of the Henes or Dacre family. Others, it 'a hoped, nill be more 
rortimBle, 

'" The iepiilchre waa Mmelimci deconted with rich labemacle work and iculpturcd 
figures, illuiirative of the Resurrection, ai at Heckington, Lincolnshire, nnd NortWold, 
Gloucestenhire. 

IV. 13 
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MUford chiirch, Suffolk, where the tomb of John Clopton 
(who died in 1497) formed, like the Dacre tomb, under an 
open arch pierced through the north wall of the chancel into 
the chantry beyond, was employed as the sepulchre.'*^ The 
fabric of the sepulchre itself, which was of painted wood, 
was taken away from the recess shortly after Easter, so 
that no vestiges of it remain, either here, or in any other 
instance. 

A recess consisting of a septfoiled arch, supported on shafts 
and capitals of early decorated character, will be seen in the 
wall of the south aisle, towards tlie east. There is neither 
date nor trace of inscription to aid us in determining its 
piupose, and a shield which is carved in the head of the arch 
is blank. 

The only other antient memorial in the church is the noble 
brass to Sir William Fienes, to which allusion has already 
been made. It is of very early date, and remarkably line 
workmanship, and though somewhat nmtilated, in a very fair 
state of preservation. The effigy of the knight in complete 
armour, with his feet resting on a lion, stands under a richly 
crockcttcd ogee canopy crowned with a finial, springing from 
slender buttresses terminated vrith pinnacles. Foot coats of 
arms adorned the slab, but they have all been removed. The 
inscription, when perfect, ran as follows ; — 

BHtlliam Jftcnlcs'^^ Cfimalcr qg monist le ibitj jour lie 
3anr&cr Tan liel Encamron nrc [Scfgnrtir] 3I)nt 
Crgst mccccb gist vc^ [Bicu "Ot sa almc egt mcrcif] 
qg pur sa almc firuostemntt ^atcx iiostcr rt 36c 
priera bj« jours Tie parfton m aurra. 

The font in which Sir Koger Fienes, the builder of the 
Castle, was baptized, more than four centuries since, still 
stands under the westernmost arch on the south side. It is 
of plain decorated character, the square basin supported on 

"" Bloxsm'B MonuFDcnlB] Architecture, p. 1 76. 

"" T)ic orthognphy of Ihin nunc a vtrj varioDB : it «ppeara under tbe forms — Fieoei. 
Pfienlcs. fyara, Penei, Fniyi, Fenles, FendiM, Fi«nt«, Fbnea, team, Vjana, Sip. 
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octagonal shafts, and a larger cylindrical pillar in the centre. 
The basin is leaded within. 




There is a trefoiled aunibry of plain character in the north 
wall of the chancel, but there are no existing traces of any 
piscina in the church. 
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A very small shallow recess, trefoilod, with an ogee head, 
oceurs by the side of a squint or hagioscope opening from the 
north aisle into the chancel. It is difficult to conceive its purpose. . 




Another squint communicates between the chantry and 
the chancel to the west of the Dacre tomb, but both are now 
blocked up. 

The only vestiges of antient painted glass remaining in the 
church are some fragments of the Evangelistic symbols in the 
east window of the chantry. The heads of the lion and 
the eagle, and part of the name JEarniS are still to be 
observed. 

The interior dimensions of the church are — nave, 47 feet 
2 inches long, 19 feet broad ; chancel, 29 feet long, 18 feet 
broad ; aisles, 13 feet broad. Total length, 76 feet 2 inches; 
breadth, 43 feet. 



The principal object of the present memoir — the descrip- 
tion of the Castle and Church of Herstraonceux — has now 
been brought to an end ; but it would be felt to be an un- 
pardonable omission, especially by all who were present at the 
Annual Meeting in 1860, if 1 were to close this paper without 
some mention of the noble old barn beneath whose spacious 
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roof the Society found shelter from tlie pitiless storm which 
interfered so greatly with the proceedings of that day, and 
partook of the good fare so bountifully provided for thera. 

The size and antiquity of this barn mark it out as an 
object of great interest, and no one of the company who dined 
in it on the occasion referred to, is hkely ever to forget the 
wonderful beauty of the effect of its dimly-lighted interior, 
richly decorated with flowers and evergreens, and thronged 
with the crowd of visitors, whose archfeologieal zeal not even 
the drenching rain had been able to damp. 

The bam is separated into a nave and side aisles by heavy 
wooden pillars, supported on longitudinal sUls, and bearing 
arched trusses to carry the beams of the roof, and thus has 
a rude hkenesa to the interior of a church. It is divided into 
seven, or, including the extremities of the aisles, which are 
carried round the ends of the building, nine bays. The width 
of the bays of the nave is twenty feet, the return of the aisles 
seven feet, makuig the entire length, from end to end, one 
hundred and fifty-four feet. The width of the nave is twenty- 
two feet, the entire width, taking in the aisles, thirty-nine feet. 

The barn is built of rubble-work, supported with plain 
sloping buttresses ; but the western wall, having fallen into 
decay, has been replaced by wood. The walls arc very low, 
and contain in each bay a small triangular opening, to afford 
light to the interior. The roof is hi[)ped, and covered with 
thatch. The date of the building is uncertain, but I should 
be inchned to place it not later than the end of the four- 
teenth century. 
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APPENDIX. 



"Extract from a curioas Survey, made bi/ Robert Tydedegh and 
Thomas Lvjsford, in the time of Gregory Fynes, Lord Dacre, 
of Ms Manors in Sussex, August 23, 12 Eliz., in the posses- 
sion of the Rev. Mr. Hare, of Herstmonceux. a.d.1778."'*" 

" (A"- 13 Eliz.) — The manor-houae of Herstmonceux, standeth on the east 
side of the Church of HerstmonMux, nbout one furlong and a half from the 
said ChurcU, and in the west part of the said park, Rntering the park-gate 
towards the south-weat and north ports ; same house eastwards descending 
towards the valley wherein the said horise standeth; the south-west and north 
pnrts moated ahout, thu onter part of the moat being of brick-wall, and paled 
upon the same, and the cast part thereof lyeing open to the park and woods, 
!«ametiine being a pond, and now good posture, all the moat being of late 
drained, having httle or no water therein, for the more healthful standing of 
the said housej the entrance of the house being towards the north, on a bridge 
fifty feet long . . feet broad, and . . feet high, from the bottom of the moat, 
whereof . . feet next to the gate is a drauglit-hridge, devised for strength, 
the house being castle-like ; bnilded quadrant, every way containing ... in 
length, and as much in bredth ; buildcd with brick, covered with slate ; the 
towers, glitters, and platfornia thereof covered with lead. The whole towers 
and other edilices are battled, llie entering into the said house is at a fair 
square tower, containing . . feet, and of stories ... my tonls arms fairly set 
I'orth in stone on the front, over the entering of the same, having fair lights 
of the chief lodging, and second stories of the snme tower, emboed of 
stone : the high story being b platform covered with lead, and on every side- 
comer of the same gate one tower of six square embattled, being round 
within, and in every of them a watch-tower, embattled, covered with lead, and 
eighteen feet above the rest of the same tower. The same gate and towers 
have portholes, emboed under the embattlement, for casting stones and other 
defensive engines for defending the same gale; the said gate and towers being 
defective, of separations of the embattlement thereof, and the watch-towers 
wasted of great length, with violence of wind and weather, needfid to be seen 
unto. Within the entring of the gate is a fair room, vaulted, of . . feet hroad 
and . . feet long. Within the edifice of the said house are four gardens, or 
courts, whereof the first is at the entering of the house, having a fair walk, as 
in a quadrant, divided from the entring of the said garden with a wall of brick, 
of eight arches of every side, bearing the inner part of the galleries, serving for 
lodgings ; three parts of the same are embattled, and the fourth part, towards 
the north, next the hall, hath a platform covered with lead, for a walk, and 



» MSS. Hiirrfll. MSS. Adilil. flril. Mm. a6J9, p. 563, 
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Ilie galleries imd lodgiiige of two stories, the higher being of no force ; the 
lighta thereof set out of the roof pf one squnre light, gable-wise builded, with 
turreta embattled. And b fair chapel being on the east comer of the s 
quBdrant, and the haU biiiided on the north, entering at the west comer of the 
walk and lower end; the same ball being . . feet long and . . feet over, 
embattled on both sides; having a square tower at every end, embattled, and 
covered with lead ; the hall having five lights above the said platform on every 
side, with galleries at both ends. And at the upper end and lower end of the 
hall, entering north, on the lower atoiy, there is one other fair walk, lyeing 
about another of the said gardens, having galleries on three parts of the second 
story thereof, embattled, having on every aide lighta, with turrets, as in the 
fomier gaUeries, and the north-east comer thereof entercth the parlour, being 
parcel of the cast part of the quadrant of the house ; and in the north-east part 
of the same garden, by the parlour door, a fair ball-pace stairs, entering 
towards the ^lleries, which cometb to the chief lodging, called the Qilded 
Chamber, and to the other chambers adjoining. The other two courts on the 
other side are for the Idtchen, bakehouse, brewhouse, and other necessary houses 
of offices, which atandeth on the west quadrant of the said house, being well 
served with fair water, conveyed from a spring, over the mote, in troughs of 
timber. The same house is built castle-like, in a quadrant, as before, having 
at evety comer one fair tower, covered with lead, of six square, four stories 
high ; and also between eveiy of the same comer towers there is one other 
tower of like buildiug, leading to the leads and embattlements ; whereas there 
are walks to pass round about the same house and qimdrant ; and at the north 
side of the some house there is a draught-bridge over the mote aforesaid of 
. . feet broad and . . feet long, leading towards an arbour and orchard, walled 
about with brick, which is . . feet square, wherein atandeth a fmr pile of brick, 
of four stories high, covered with slatt, having a round tower leading to the 
said stories, the lower part being fairly glazed, which hath been used for a 
bauqueting-house ; and at the north-east comer of the said arbour there is 
one other building, sometimes used for a washing-house, &c., the bouse having 
a fair prospect towards the sea, and the Castle and Level of Pevensey on the 
south ; the other three parts thereof are environed about with hills and woods, 
parcel of the said park. The aaid park etandeth in the east side of the Church 
of Herstmonceux, the manor-place being in the same park, uot distant above 
two furlongs ftom the said Church of Herstmonceux, the said park being 
three miles about, the third part thereof lyeing in lawns, and the residue well 
set with great timber trees, most of beech, and partly oak, of fair timber. 
Tlic gome of fallow deer in the same park are by estimation two hundred ; 
whereof arc sixty deer of antler, at the taking of this survey. 

The keeping of the said park is given to Thomas CardyfF, one of my lords 
menial servants, with the fee of sixty shillings, the gate, and feeding of ten 
kyne, one bull, and two geldynga ; the windfalls, and two several fields, con- 
taining three acres and an half, called the Keepers Croft, and paying eight 
shillings by the year for the same crofts ; herbage, beside the chorge before, 
will beor twelve geldings or mares in summer-time and six in winter; the 
most, or pawuage, being a mast year, is worth . . which is preserved for the 
deer. There ore four fair ponds, well replenished with carp, tenche, Sic., and 
four stewcs besides, the mole being dry. There is a hemerj* in the same 
park, called the Hera-wood, and they used to breed in divers parts of the 
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]jark i tbu same liatL yielded this year one liundred and fifty nests, whereof 
. . of ahowlers and the rest of hemahaws. There is a fair warren of conies 
within the said park, which is moat used in the lawn called Howlield, being 
replenishetl, by estimation, with . . couple of conies ; the same game heing of 
late in the keeping of the keeper, is now letten to the keeper for the yearly 
rent of £6. 13». 4rf., who staiideth bound to serve my Lord forty doncn conies, 
after three shillings the dozeu, yf he be thereof required, or bo many as he 
shall be required after the rate, and the Lord discharged of the ffee. There is 
a lodge covered with the thack ; and a stable very nunous yn timber and 
covering, wherein the keeper now lyeth. There are three usual gates of the 
said park; the one called the Cbarrh gate, Jf'arllii^ gate, and CoKpfri 
(CompAurtt) gate. There are two highways leading through the park to 
the Church, market, and townshipps adjacent. TTiereare, besides the manor- 
house of Herstraonceux, other edifices, viz. an old stable, forge, and slaughter- 
house, without the mote. There is a fair ham, a stable, and a mansiou- 
liousc near adjoyning, lyeing together, with a court and curtilage, near the 
park pale, between the Chureh tyten of the west and the park east, and the 
great Hobney south, used for the Lord's bajlj for hay. There is also one 
other little house, with a curtilage, adjacent to the Church on the west. The 
Lord Dacre hath also a fishynge in the haven of Pemsy, amongst others, for 
drawyng and taking eels, viz. my said lord, the bayly of the liberty, anil the 
heira of . . . Theteher, esquyer, every one of them ought to have one nights 
fishing yearly ; and every two of the jurats of the same liberty to have likewise 
yearly one night's fishing there, the comraodytie whereof worth yearly to my 
said Lord Dacre . . , which hath not of late years been put in execution by 
my lord: albeit the jurors being of the corporation of the same liberty, do 
acknowledge my lords right therein. Wherefore it were very requisite for my 
said lord to cause the same to be put yearly in execution, for preserving his 
right and preeminens therein. 

The lords court baron for llerstmonceux hath been always used to be 
kept the same days for the manor, which they call the Custome Court. The 
Lord Bacre hath the inheritance of the patronage of the Bectory and Chureh 
of Hcrstmonceux, which is in the queens books £13. per ann., the same being 
worth forty marks by the year, besides the serving of tlie cure at this day ; 
whereof one Robert Kensey, of the age of fifty-four years, is parson, by the 
gift of the Queen Mniy, in the time of my lonla minority. 

The copyholders hold their lands by copy of court-roll, to them and their 
heirs, at the will of the lord, after the custom of the said manor; as well in 
fee-simple, fee-tflvlc, cess fur terme of life, paying heriots, viz., their best live 
cattle or goods at every death or alienation, fur every several copyhold, the 
heir paying a reasonable fine at my lords will, whereof certain of the copy- 
holders clium to pay a certain sum named in their copies, in the name of a 
lieriot when it hnppeneth. The youngest son doth inherit the copyhold by 
custom. The copyholders may surrender their copyholds into the stewards 
hand, in open coiut. or into the hands of the bayly and one of the lords 
tennats and copyholders out of court, by a llod, to the use of bis wife, or to 
whose use he will, the same to be presented at the next court lawfully sum- 
nioned. The custom is, that three solemn proclamations shall be made at 
tlirce several courts following after such surrender, or death of tenant pre- 
sented, that the heir, or such as have right, shall coiuc in and make fync. or 
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el»e to be seizeil into the lords hands, anil the liayly to be charged Ju the 
mean tirae for answering the isaues, if none make fj'ne. If the copyhold 
descend to daughters, every of them shall eiyoy as co-heirs, and the inhe- 
ritance shall he divided. The copyholder shall do no waste, but may take 
competent fewetl of the underwoods, and shall have necessaiy timber and 
wood for reparation, usages of their tenures and husbandry, to be occupied 
on the same, by assignment of the Lords Woodward, after presentment 
thereof duly made by the homage. The copyholder may surrender his cojiy- 
hold, or any part thereof, to ony other for yeres, or on mortgage, upon 
repayment of money, whereupon the taller sholi make fyne with the lord in 
court; which done, the farmer shall enjoy during his term, although the 
tenant dye, and the heir he admitted, and pay his iync during the term, 
saving the term to the farmer. And if the copyholder dye, his heir heing 
under ten yeres of age, the lord by the steward, for a fyne to the lords use, 
niny grant the custody and governance of the copyhold, during the minority 
of the heir by copye, which granted, shall hy that grunt have and take the 
use and prolit of the copyhold for the tyme, for the use and education of the 
heir, with the custody of such heir. 

The freeholders pay only for every freehold, after their deceases, their best 
beast, or horse for heriot, and the heir shall pay relief, after the quantity of 
his tenure. 

There is in the parish of Hethfylde a wood called Bayl^ Wood, containing 
107 acres, in the tenure of the lord of Buckhurst, which was stored with 
goodly timber trees of Oke and Byche, whereof the one half is fallen, by the 
lord of Buckhurst and his father, and the residue is yearly to be felled, with- 
out preserving the copices, by my Lord Dacres grant and sale of the 
same woods. 

There is paid yearly to the Queens mnjestie, going out of n parcel of marsh 
ground, calletl Balltfurdr Marth, in Pevensey, 1S». ]()</. yearly, at Easter and 
Michaelmas, payd to the hnyly of Pevunsey, parcel of the dutchy of LnticHster, 
and demnndeth for the sute of court, the rent being yearly allowed to the 
bayly of IJerstraonceus. To Harbert Pslkam, Esq., for Slonelande, and 
parcel of the lords demesnes lyeing in Warteling and Herstmonceu,t, to his 
manor of Buekttepe, Dallington, 6». as before, with the demand of the sute of 
court. To Jantef Gage, Esq., as to Ida manor of St<icklaiide, for the lands in 
Burma, called Chapel land», paid as before, -I4. Serjeant Jeffergi dcmandeth 
likewise, in yeaxly rents, 30s., to be paid to his manor of HiiUHglg, out of the 
manor of Oolhatn, for the same manor; but this is not paid, nor hath bron 
these twenty years. Item, there is payd out of the myll, called Cluime 
ifyll, by the farmer there, unto Thomas Parker, Esq., as unto his manor of 
Wariileton, \%d. yearly, at the feast of S. Michael and the Anuuueiatiun of 
our Lady.'*' 



"' TlicmiUJofllieeaWtp, according 10 mun'ey made, May 1st, i;70, by John Bean, 
wu fZISG. 3i. ^\d. Particulsn of the IcaanU and tbdr bolilings, Were dnwti up alwut 
the same lime, for Lord Sheffield's uae, who wm then mediUling the purehwc of Ihe 
eslale; according to thii survey, the estate contained 3U'l4a. 2r. 2i\t,, and wa» w<irth 
X'es.gss. It. S^iJ. The rectory Ihon produced £300 a year. Id tiK pork were \M head 
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In the Nona; Rolls for the comity of Sussex, we find the f 
ticulars of the condition of tlic parish of llerstmonceux, in the reign of 
Edward III. i«3 

The inquisition was held ot Lewes, on the Monday after Midlent Sunday, 
1341, before Heniy llussey and his brother assessors. The parishioiiers, 
from whose information the value of the ninth was dctcnniued, were Richard 
de Stonore, William de Megliam, John le Botliel, and Robert Ic Botbel.^" 
They dcclwed, on their oath, that the ninth of the sheavea was worth 
ISm. 6«, SJ., that of the tleecea 10«., and that of the lambs also lOi,, amount- 
ing altogether to 17m. (t. e. £11. 6(. 8d). The abbot and convent of fiayham 
held 40 acres of land, the ninth of which was 6*. Id. The church was taxed 
at 3Dm. (£20), but the ninth could not agree with thst rating, because the 
rector held a messuage nnti a carucate of land, worth 10 marcs, with which 
the church was endowed. The rector also had tithes, worth 5i. a-year, trom 
certain places in Wartliiig parish, and tithes of hay, worth Z7». Gd. There 
were none in the parish Uving by merchandise, hut all depended on their 
liclds and flocks." 

'" Inquiiitionea Nonarum, p. 371. 

"" The localities from which Ihfse individuals w 
JHegham, or Maghata Domi, is aa elevated commoi 
Belhel, or Bodle Street, a the name of n detached hamlet to the north-eaat, puilj' ii 
lleratuiouceux and parti; in Warbleton paiiah. 








WILLS OF INHABITANTS OF HERSTMONCEUX, 

AND NEIGH BOtJRINO PARISHES. 
BY ME. MAKK ANTONY LOWER. 



In the third volume of the Sitsaex ArchtBological CoUecUona, 
|). 108, will be found some Notes on the Wdla of various 
individuals proved in the Consistory Courts of Lewes and 
Chichester, in the 16th century. In the present short paper 
I intend noticing some wills of the first half of that period 
relating to Herstmonceux and the neighbouring parishes. 
Mr. Venables has furnished us with many interesting details 
of the history of the lards of this ancient barony : the fol- 
lowing notes have reference to some of their dependents — 
the husbandmen who occupied their lands and, after a hfe of 
honest toil, disposed of its hiunble result by testamentary 
bequest. Several interesting considerations regarding the 
state of society at large, and of this class and locality in par- 
ticular, may be deduced from them. 

On the 28th of March, 1543, William, Longeley of Hyrst- 
mownsex, husbandman, bequeaths his " sowle into the hands 
of Almighty God the father, to our lady St. Mary, and to all 
the glorious company of huvyn, and his body to be buried 
within the churchyard of Hyrstmownsex." To the high altar 
of the church of Hyrstmownsex for " recompena of his 
cousyens, Uijc?." To the church, xxi/. "Item," says he, " I 
will to be done for my sawle, and all christen souls, at my 
buryeng, iiij masses, one barell of here and a bushell of whete 
to be bake in brede and one fat shepe to be bake in pies to 
refreahe the povyrtye of the parishe. ' These funeral feasts 
are of constant occurrence at this date. The will of Nicholas 
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WOlard of Hailsham, dated only three months subsequently 
(2Gth June, 154;}), directs a " steer to be killed of the value 
of 20s. to be distributed and given to poore people, to pray 
for his souJ, with meat and drink convenient." " Item," adds 
Longley, " I will lykewise to be done for my sail and all 
christen sawls at my monthes mynd and yers mind [fie 
church services held respectively one and twelve months after 
buriat] in every condicion as at my buryeng." As to his 
possessions, he gives his sisters Aggas and Agnes each one 
" twelmontyng hafer-bullocke ;" to his father his best " cote," 
Ids russet cape and 10s. ; to his servants, Eliz. and Jane, each 
a sheep ; to his servants, Pamell and Forster, each a sheep 
and a lamb ; to his servants, Arthur Lole and Jno. Holstocke, 
each a sheep ; to father broke a sheep ; to five children of 
John Lands of " lyme " lately deceased, each Gs. %d. " Lyme " 
probably means Lime Cross in this parish. To his son 
Robert he gives his farm called Grene Marshe, and 20s. a year 
out of his farm called 20 acres, together with 3 kine, 3 calffes, 
and all the profits of those lands to be deUvered into the hands 
of his uncle. Master Parson Howell. The residue of his 
estate he gives to Margery his wife, while he appoints his 
brother-in-law, Master Parson Howell (by whom is probably 
meant the incumbent of the parish) the overseer of his last 
will and testament. 

John UoHwyne of Herstmonsex by his will, dated 28th 
March, 1544, directs his body to be biuied in the "church- 
erthe." He gives to the high altar 10s. and to the church- 
box, 2s. He desires at his burial 4 masses, every priest to 
have for dii'ge and mass 8(/., and the same at his month's 
mind ; 5s. with meat and drink on each occasion to be given 
to the poor. To Thomas, his son, on his coming of age, he 
gives 5 marks sterling ; the like sum to his other three sons ; 
40s. apiece to his daughters ; and to each of his god-childreii 
4rf. To Jams Smerssall he bequeaths his best " redde pety- 
cote " and his " whyte fustyan doblett;" to Thos. Gyllam, 
his servant, his " blew cote with buttons ; " to Arthur Havyllc, 
his sen'ant, " 5 yards of Kendall with lynyng, and redy made 
to his backe." To Jno. Bonyface his "oldc fryes cote;" to 
Edw. Astocke a pair of white hose ; to James Swyft his " old 
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redtle petrcote." The most singular gift of tlie will i« tlu> 
bequest of one of this humble testator's ganiioiitji to n gt»ii- 
tleman ; " To Robert AlljTigton, gentleman, my doblot of 
damaske!" A parallel case oaiirs in (he will of Nicholtw 
Willard of Hailsham, before meiitioued, in which he gives to 
Mr, Anthony Devenish, a member of one of the best faniilieo 
of the county, his "best chamlett jackett !" lionwyiie further 
gives to the honest people of WartUng and lltiilshani 1 '2t/. t'a{ili 
parish; to the "mending of the way against tJokyngw (into 
with the caiisey 20(/." He also bequeaths to Sir Wyllyam (the 
priest) to make a sermon at his moiithe's day, 3*. 4^. Among 
the witnesses are Mr. Howell, clerke, and llobert Alyngtun, 
gentylman. 

On Oct. 25, 1540, Jo/m Cofbrond of Bodyllstrotc, in 
Herstmonceux, husbandman, bcfiueaths to the high niitl 
principal altar of the church, for recompenco of his con* 
science, 12d.; to the mother church of ChieheBter, id.; to 
his wife, 4 kine, a marc, and the third of bin househnld stufl'; 
to his son Robert 40«., an ewe, and a lamb ; to liiit Hon 
William 40*., and a " twelraoutyng haffcr ;" to ]m son 
Nicholas 40*., and a lamb ; to his two daughtcrH M)m. im-h. 
He directs his executors to procure three masses at his funeral, 
and to dole 20d. to the poor: the like at his month's mind 
and year's mind. 

Bodle Street, the testator's place of residenc*!, in a hiimlut 
in the parish of Herstmonceux. In the Nona Ketum for tliiit 
parish, in 1341, the name of Le liathel occurit among the 
jurors, and from his family the hamlet doubtlew) nvjcnved iti 
appellation. 

By the will of Tliowa^ Sulke, of Wartling, dated 12th 
March, 1546, he makes to Edward Hardy, the overseer of his 
will, the singular bequest of the lM.-st tre« standing on his 
land at Wartling, 20(/. in money, and one <jf his bcwt braa* 
pots ! 

JokH Weneham, of Wartling, 27th Jan. 154y, directs hi» 
interment in Ilerstmonsex charchyard, nnd gives to Alice hi§ 
wife 6 kine, half his homehold rtuif, 10 ewc«, 4 scams t' 
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wheat, and as inauj of oats, the beat bed in hia house, his 
best marc, tialf Iiia hogs, the occupation of 3 acres of oatlaiid 
and one of wheatland, for life, at the disposal of George 
Wcncham, his son, with all hia indenture land which he holds 
of Mr. Devenishe. The Devenishes, who claimed to be lineal 
descendants of King Edward the First, resided at Horse- 
lunges, in the parish of Hellingly. 

Itohcrt Fuller, of Herstmonsex, 26th Feb. 1642, opens his 
will in the following terms : — 

" I, Robert Fuller, of the parishe of Hyrstmonsex, beyng in 
good helth, and having parfett remembrance, consyderyng 
nothing more certayne then deathe, and nothyng more micer- 
tayne then the owre of death, make my last wyll, as hereafter 
doth appere. Ffyrst, I bequeth my sawle to Ahnyghty God, 
vnto whose image it was created, clayming to be enerytor 
w'-'' Cryst of y" joyes in hevyn, by the meretts of his passyon, 
and my body to the erth from the which it came, to be buryed 
in Crystyan buryal, and all my goods to the world in the 
which I dyd geat them, to be disposyd in man' and fonn 
foloyng," 

The bequests of this will are of the ordinary kind, and I 
have only cited the foregoing passage as a specimen of the 
pious phraseology of will-making in olden times. This has 
now passed away, and, except in some rare instances, our 
modem wills are devoid of every expression from which the 
Christianity of the testator might be inferred. This is surely 
incompatible with the notions which prevail of the religious- 
ness of the present age ! 

About thw time the formula devoting the testator's soid to 
" St. Mary and all the holy company of heaven," begins to 
disappear from many wills. The wUl of Richard Colbrand, 
of Wartiing, dated 2 Edw. VI, contains, in its preamble, a 
remarkable profession of the Protestant faith, 

Richard Frankwell, of Wartlyng, who made his will 20th 
March, 1540, must have been above plebeian rank, since he 
directs his interment in the parish church. To the " heygh 
autere" of Wartiing he gives 'id. ; to three priests, for masaea 
at the customary times, Srf. each time for each ; to " poor 
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follcis" ten "gratis." Among various other bequests is the 
following, to Elyn, his daughter : "two kyn, two tolmontyngia, 
one pot, one pane, one queni, one foleing table, one chere, 
one akere of whete, one akcre of otis, one fedar bede, one 
bolster, one payre of shetes, one blanket, one cetel (kettle) 
conteyuyng iiij gallonst, oae boge of halfe-yere old, all his 
weanis (waggons), plewis (ploughs), tyllis(harrows), and yokis." 
Sir William Lermouth, priest, occurs as one of the wit- 
nesses : he was probably the incumbent of Wartling. 

The perusal of these old documents suggests two interest- 
ing considerations. In the first place, we see with what 
remarkable tenacity families of the humbler rank adhere to 
particular locaUties. Most of the names mentioned in the 
mtIIs of the sixteenth century, are the great staple names of 
the nineteenth. Many of those occurring in Herstmonceux 
wills, three hundred years old, still remain in this parish and 
its immediate vicinity. Indeed many of the families in middle 
and low life seem to have been all but AiroxOovej — earth- 
bom, inhabiting almost the precise spots from which, in the 
days of the early and middle Plantagenets, their ancestors 
assumed their generic appellations. A remarkable instance 
may be cited from the adjacent parish of Hellingly. In that 
parish tliere is a small property called Akehurst, a purely 
Saxon word, signifying " the wood of oaks." Fram that little 
estate, in or prior to the 14th century, its proprietor borrowed 
his family name. Two hundred years later we find the will 
of a Thomas Akehurst, a resident in the same place, and at 
this day, three himdred years still later, we find the name a 
common one in the parish. In like manner, the Crowhursts, 
the Ticcliursts, the Heathficlds, the Hastmgses, the Grinsteads, 
the Liudfields, the Bexhills, the Bredes, the Ryes, and a host 
of other plebeian races, still have their principal habitats in 
the vicinity of the places from which they originally sprang, 
and from which they borrowed their patronymics. 

These documents prove, secondly, the almost patriarchal 
simplicity of manners in this class and locality three hundred 
years ago. The bequests they contain reveal a state of society 
hardly advanced in point of refinement beyond that which 
existed a thousand years ago. Rapid strides had indeed ' 
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made in the interval by the great possessors of the soil ; but 
among its lowly cultivators a remarkable adherence to an 
Anglo-Saxon sturdiness, frugality, and simplicity of Ufe, may 
be inferred from their wills. The naivete with which the 
testator beqiieaths a couple of kine, a frieze doublet, a chair, 
or a brass " pott,'* to a child or a brother, is quite refreshing. 
Money, the earnest love of which among all ranks now pro- 
duces so many evOs, was in those days exceedingly scarce in 
the class under consideration ; and hence a healthful content- 
ment vnth the lot assigned them by Providence breathes in 
the very words in which they make their testamentary 
arrangements, illustrating the great truth, that real happiness 
by no means depends upon " the abundance of things that a 
man possesseth. ' 




THE CUSTUMAL OF PEVENSEY, 

AS DELIVERED TO THE LORD WARDEN AT DOVER CASTLE, IN 1356. 
BY THE EEV. LAMBERT B. LAEKING, 



Tt was of the first importance that the Lord Warden, 
as judge of the paramount court of Shepway, should at all 
times have available evidence, as to the customs and peculiar 
franchises of the different towns constituting the Five Ports. 
Appeals from the mayors' courts of these towns to him' in his 
coui-t of Shcpway were of constant recurrence, and it is pal- 
pable, that, without some such evidence (as of record), con- 
flicting and frequently unjust decisions must have been the 
result. 

Roger de Mortimer, earl of March, after the reversal of the 
judgment on his granilfatliLT, became Warden and constable of 
Dover. The barons of the Cinque Ports made heavy com- 
plaints against their Warden, for encroaching on their rights 
and privileges. The king, in his precept to Mortimer recited 
the privileges which had been granted to them, with a 
command that he should henceforth desist from sucli oppres- 
sions and vexations.' 

Roger tie Mortimer, therefore, ordered the mayors of all the 
towns constituting the Five Ports, to deliver in at Dover Castle 
copies of all their ancient Custunials, in order that they 
might be there preserved, as of record, and be available 
evidence to the lords warden in detennining appeals from the 
courts below. 

The present Custumal is undoubtedly the original one, half 
in Latin and half in French, as here given, which was returned, 
in 1356, to the Lord Warden, in obedience to these orders. It 
is from the extensive and valuable collection of anrient muni- 
ments at Surrenden, where, some years since, 1 had the good 
fortune to discover it, and by the kind liberality of Sir Edward 
Dering am now enabled to furnish a transcript. The seal is 

' Rot. Fin. 29" Ed*. IlL 

IV. 14 
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unfortunately gone, but the marks where it was placed still 
remain ; it has been cut off by one of those unprincipled, 
ruthless collectors, who, as long as they can enlarge their own 
stores, scruple at nothing, destroying the value of charters, or 
appropriating them with equal heedlessness. 

The roll is in good preservation, though in parts somewhat 
illegible ; there are many points in it of great interest, and 
specially so to the topographer of Sussex. The genuine 
Saxon spirit which pervades the whole is quite refreshing; 
I do not remember ever before to have seen any Saxon form 
of sentencing a criminal to death. How courteous and 
considerate to the feelings is the gentle " Sir, withdraw, and 
ax for the priest ;" and how coarse and rude, by contrast nith 
it, is, " you shall be taken hence to the place from whence 
you came, and thence to a place of execution, there to be 
hanged by the neck till you are dead,"^ — a sentence fit only for 
a dog. The scene must have lost half its ten-ors by this 
gentle courtesy in announcing the doom of the law ; but, 
deny it who will, our Saxon ancestors were highly civilised, 
and gentlemen in all they did : why, what a gentlemanly 
death was that reserved for the privileged burgess, to be sUd 
ofi" the port into the sea. Clarence, and his raalnisy butt, is 
vulgarity itself compared with a "header" down to the "rocka 
where corals grow ;" — 

" Nothing of him that doth fade, 

Bnt doth suffer a sea change 

Into something ricli iind strange ; 

Sea nymphs hourly ring his knell;" 
somethmg more captivating, methinks, than the ribaldry of 
the dissecting-room. Highly privileged were ye, ye men of 
Pevensey. " fortmiati sua si bona norint ! " 

THE CDSTUMAL OP PEVENSEY, 30" EDW. Ill 

" , . . . "sunt les usages de la Ville et la Lewee de Peuenese, 
del temps dont memorie ne court." 

1. Appointment of Bailiff , and Us Oath. — P^P""'.'*] "quolibet 
anno, die Luue proxima post festura sancti Michaelis, solet 
sumoniri tota communitas ville et leucate de Peuenese, tarn 
abbates, .... milites et alios [sic] magnates terras et tcne- 
menta infra libertatem habentes, quani omnes illos \sic\ infra 
predictam libertatem commorantes, et in ecclesia beati Nicholai, 

' Aboat Ihree letteo lorn from the edge of the membrane throughout the firat entry. 



f 

f 



L 



THE CUSTUMAL OF PEVENSEY. 211 

de [vi]su tocius comimitatis solent eligere unum ballivum qui 
vocatiir Resaevoiir, qui quidera ballivus faciet sacramentum 
super librum, quod fidelitateiu portabit comunitati [villje, et 
earn manutenebit secundum suain potestatem, et fideliter de- 
narios quos recipiet expendct, et fidelem compotum inde red- 
det, si^ Deus ei adjuvat &c, Et ipse Receptor recipiet mandata 
domini Regis, et Constabidarii Castri Dovorr, ac literas Baro- 
niun quinque portuum, et omnia alia faciet que ad navigia et 
servicia quinque portuum pertijieut, et non alia." 

2. Appointment of the 12 Jurats, and their Oath. — "Item, 
eodem die, ille Receptor eliget sibi xij Juratos de quatuor 
quarteriis ille leucate, videlicet, de burgagio ville, iij homines, 
et sic, de singulis quarteriis, iij homines, qui omnes jurabunt 
quod bene et fideliter predictam comunitatem nianutenebunt, 
et rationabiliter ac juste taxabunt et assedent taxas collecta et 
schott \i.e. " *to/« "] a quolibet, juxta posessiones et quanti- 
tatem auam, nulli parcendo, diviti nee pauperi, ut eis Deus 
adjuvat, &c." 

3. Appointment of Common C/erA-,a/id Oath,— "Item eodem 
die Receptor eliget sibi clericiun conimunem qui siniOiter 
jurabit, ut bene et fideliter penes comunitatem sc portabit, 
et consilium eorura custodiet, et fidelem compotum faciet, &c." 

4. St. John's Hospital. — " Item liabent homines de burgagio 
ville de Pevenes quendam \sic\ hospitalem beati Johannis Bap- 
tiste, in qua sunt fratres et sorores habentes terras et possea- 
sioncs infra leucatam predictam. Et ipse Receptor et homines 
burgagii predicti Imbcnt dispositionem hospitalis prcdicte, ad 
concedendum corrodia tarn vu-is quara muUeribus prout pnte- 
rint conceiitire, et eos habent visitare et custigare secundum 
quantitatem. Et unus hominum de dicto burgagio semper 
erit supervisor illius hospitalis ad supervidendum eorum ex- 
pensas, et compotum magistri illius hospitalis. 

Possunt similiter ipse Receptor et homines, si habeatur 
homo ve] femiua in dicto burgagio qui ad inopiani devenerint, 
et unde vivere non habuerint, et bene per totam vitsm se por- 
taverint, ilium hominem vel feminam in predictam hospitalem, 
suBtentationem suam in eadem capienduni, vel solvendo pro 
eadem."* 
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5. Hie Court of the Queen's Steicard; Pleas, ^'c. therein.- 
" Item, domina Regina Anglic in dicta villa et leucata habet 
regalitateiu ct doiiiiniura siiuni, et seiiescallus smis teaet 
Curias, dicbua Lune, dc tribus septimanis in tres septimanas, 
et coram eo debent omnia placita teneri, tarn placita corona, 
vite, et mcmbri, quam omnia alia, et fines et recoguitionea 
terranim et tcuemcntorum, sicut in banco domini Regis. Et 
Bectatorcs Cm'ie sedebmit juxta Senescallum, et dabmit 
judicium cujuscunque placeti, set dicetur per os , . . . ' Et 
ipsi sectatorea taxabuut amerciamenta, videlicet, quemlibet 
secundum quantitatera dcbiti ; assisee autem |>ani8 et cerevisie, 
ac mensuranim et pondenim ad dictum senescallum pertinent, 
et suirni officium." 

6. The Queen 8 Portereve. — " Item domina Regina in eadem 
villa et leucata habet ballivum qui vocatur Portereve, qui 
annuatim electus est in proxima Curia tenta post festum 
sancti Micbaelis, et hoc per tenentes predictc Regine dicte 
leucate qui tenent terram taillable, et est tallagium illud quod 
solvere tenentur certnm per annum viij marce. Et ille Porte- 
revus, per se, vel per servientein suum, qui vocatur Bedel, 
levare debet et colHgere redditus, firmas, tallagia, amercia- 
menta, et omnes cxitus tocius dominice [sic] prefate Regine, 
et inde compotum reddere coram auditonbus, ubi melius ad 
hoc vacare possimt ; et si in arreragio inveIlt^lS fuerit, ct de 
proprio suo v . . . . ["victu"?] reddere non habuerit, omnea 
illi tenentes qui eum in officium cligerunt pro eo satis- 
facient. Item ille Porterevus, per se, vel per servientem 
suum, recipiet omnes querelas, tam liberorum quam extra- 
neorum, qui infra libertatem fieri contigerint, et secundum 
naturam (pierele, debet attachiare, vel simimouire, et dimit- 
tere ad plegium, et de illis ad proximam curiam respondcre, 
&c." 

7. Offlce of Coroner. — " Item. En cas de Coroue, si home 
soit trouve mort par aventer, ou ocys par fet dacunuy dejTis 
la franchise en terre ou en ewe, le dit Portrevc avera la vewe 
com Coroner, et il memes par son Bedel fera ..... pays, et 
preudra I'enqueate; et si ascom soit endite par sele enquest, 
le portreve demandcra as amys del mort sil seucnt ascyn vers 
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qil,,,beyllent i^eylleni^) pour sur.^ et si eely q' est rette del fet 
soit illeques ou deyiis la franchise trouve, le dit portreve le fera 
attacher et ameneer a la prison de la franchise qest appele le 
Berdes, et illeques sera garde en ceppes par geiller de la dite 
franchise tanqala proscheigne court, a la qele il estera a la ley, 
se il se voille mettre, ou a la usages des cynk ports, ceo est 
assavoir a xxxvj, queux il inemes choisera, et fera son panel a 
son peril, et le delivcra as mayns du senescal ; et com ils du 
panel soient demandes, chescun par son nom, si ascun defaille 
ou ne respeigne mye, le prison soit ajuge a la mort. Et si ils 
soient tous presents, soleit le senescal de les xxxvi par donner 
les douze, et les Rescevour et Jurs de la eomunite autr douze, 
et le Scneschall clirra xij pour la enquest, et si ascun retree 
mayn del livrer en fre condicion, soi le prison juge a mort, et 
a de primes le prison jiu-a qil est sans coupe de sele feloniy ou 
homecyde sU soit, et puis chescora de la enqueste jiura par 
aei. Et si ils facent lor serinent come deyvent faire duement, 
voyse le dit prison quite, &c." 

8. Form of Sentence of Death. — " Item, en cas [de jugement] 
de corone, si home soit ateynt et forfaite la vye, le portreve 
come coroner dirra le jugement, et sera assys juxte le senescal 
e dirra cestez paroles — S'. IDylJbpajjje and axe \\vm Prest.' 
Et si eely (jest dampne soit de la franchise, il sera amene au 
pouut de la ville a la pleigne meer, et outr le poimt botu en le 
havene : Et sd soit del Geldable, sera suspenduz deyns la Lewe 
eu certain lui appeUe le Wahstrew."* 

9. Pleas of Lands, ^c. — " Item, en pie de terres et de totes 
manera brefs, torpria novele disseisine et Dowarie, le pleintif al 
portreve au a son bedel, et dirra ceste fourme, Jeo trouve 
surete vers un tiel eu plee de terres, &c., et apres la secte trouve, 
le deforssor avera iij essoignez, iij sonionces, et iij destresses. 
Et il [sic] ne vene apres le tierce destre pour rcspondre al 
demandant, la terre sera pris en la mayn le Roy par sa defalte, 
et si cle ne soit replevye deyns les xv jours il pert seisin de 

' BeyllenI, or wyUenl ? — " F' luf," prolmbly for " poureuer," to proJecnle. 

' S""' for 'scilicet' or ' Sir.' It is preciiely the umc letter as in ' S' le 
I would rend it, on eonuderation, ' Sir, vithclnw. and uk for the priest.' 

■ Of tlie nan.&sDchise men, then, il may b« literally lud, that, " Being bom tt 
they will never be drowned." 
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terre ; et si il ne fait nuD defaute, il porra demauder vewe d»i 
terre ail veut, et apres la vewe graiite, puit le defforeour esttetj 
iij fois essonye en dysant un visus et puis ne pourra le deffor- J 
sour per noill accion abatre le plee qd ne irra paruiy le verdyfel 
de xij jurs." ■ 

10. Manner of cori/erri/iff Freedom.— "Hem, poiint le dit 
Ressevour et Jures falre hommes frank de noun fraunk, en tile 
manere, qe si asceyn homme viene en la Lewe, et demoerye 
deyns la franchise, hanutant leal artefice, et soit de bone con- 
versacion j an et j jour, et desyre la franchyse, il vendra 
devant le Recessevour & Jures en lor assemble, en priant la 
franchise, et agarde sera illeques comebien il paiera |pour la 
franchise aver. Et puis sera acceptc et jure a la franchise, 
en tiele manere. Jeo porteray foy et leute a Seigneur Roy 
DengleteiTe, et a la comunite de Pevenese, de jour en avant, 
et lestat de la franchise mayntendrai, et seray lottant et escot- 
taut de mea bicus et chatels a la comunite, a la quantite qe 
serai assis, snlon mon poor, &c. Et paiera al luraier de sen 
Nicholas j''." | 

11. Chase. — "Item, pount et soleient les de la ditft ' 

franchise de Pevenese, deyns lor dite ffranchiae, chasser al 
levcre et conyns partout en champ over, et peschcr et oyseler 
par terre et par ewe foi-pris deyns autr en cloos, kar la nath' 
uullhome affaire sens conge de cely a qi appertient lenclos." 

13, Withernam. — " Item, si ascoygn liomme de la franchise 
de Pevenese veyne ala cite de Londrs, on en qele ville, ffaire, 
ou marche, on nostre Seigneur le Roy ath p . . . ou seigDorie, 
pour marchaudize vendrc ou acatre, soit destreynt pour cus- 
tume, tohel, pichage, panage, stallage, morage, ou asceyn autre 
manere poynt en contre lor ffranchise. Deyvent les dits Res- 
sevour et Jures, et soleient niander les lettres a ceJy qi tid' I 
extorcion lor ath fait, en priauut qUs facent deliverance a lor ' 
combaron ses destre ensi pris ; et si ils ne voillent, soit Wy- 
themame pris du segneur don . . . U estoit distre, et de son 
tenant, de jour en autre, tanqd ath fait deliverance de la destre 
ensy pris, ove les amendes." 

13. Pevemcy a Limb of Hastings. — "Item, cleyment le dit 
Ressevour et Jures, et les gens de la dite Comunite de 
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Pevenese, qe snot membre del port de Hastyiigs, daver, enjoer, 
et user les usages qcles lors eoubarons de la comunite de 
Hastynges ount et uaent, outre cestes qe si sount esscript ; 
les qeux ils ount retourne en le chastel de Dovorr, south lor 
comun seal, landemayn del sen Michel, Ian du regiie le Roy 
Edward tierce puis le conqueate Deuglcterre xxx"'" 

14. FreeT/ien not to be sworn in Civil Causes. — "Item, 
cleyment qe nul Baillif ne peut home de la ffi-aiichise a sennent 
mettre pour plee de terre devant court assis, ne pour autre 
chose, si ceo ne soit pour plcc de Roy, ou pour profite de la 
comunite, sauns comandemeut le Roy especyal." 

£n dorso, on a label stitched to the place of the seals, is the 
ess ; it is contemporary with the Roll] — " Ss. De Pevenese 
al Conestable de Chastel de Douvre, gardeyn du v Ports." 

[And, in dorso of the RoU, in a hand t. Eliz.] — " les vj leges 
de Pevensey." 



Every year, on the Monday after Michaelmas day, the com- 
munity of the vilie and lowy of Pcvensey, in the church of 
St. Nicholas, elect the bedle or receiver, who is forthwith sworn. 
His office is to receive the mandates of the king and the 
constable of Dovor Castle, and the letters of the barons of the 
five ports, and to attend to the business of the ships, and ser- 
vices of the five ports, and no other. 

On the same day this receiver shall choose twelve jurats, 
viz. three from the burgesses, and three from each of the other 
three quarters of the lowy, who shall be sworn to make their 
assessments, &c., justly, and without favour. 

On the same day he shall also choose a common clerk, who 
shall be duly sworn. 

The burgesses have a hospital of St. John Baptist, endowed 
with lands, &c., in the lowy, for poor brothers and sisters. 
The receiver and burgesses have the management of it, assign- 
ing the corrodies, &c., and one of the biu'gesses shall always 
be supenntendent thereof, to control the expenses, &c. If a 
burgess fall into poverty, they may admit him or her, if they 
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have been of good life aud conduct, into tlie hospital, either 
boarding them there, or leaving them to pay for their board. 

The quecu of England has royalty and demesne in this ville 
and lowy. Her stewards hold her courts on n Monday, from 
three weeks to three weeks, and all pleas of the crown, of life 
and limb, &c., must be held before him ; and all fines and 
recognisances of lands, &c., as in the Court of King's Bench. 
The scctators of the court shall sit near the steward, and give 
judgment oraUy, and they shall fix the amerciaments. The 
assise of bread and ale, weights and measures, &c., belong to 
the steward's office alone. 

The queen also has her bailiff or portreve in the ville and 
lowy, annually elected at the first court after Michaelmas, by 
such of her tenants as pay taillage of eight marks per annum. 
The said portreve collects rents, talliages, amerciaments, &c., 
and renders account to the auditors. If he be in arrear, the 
tenants who elected him must make good the deficiency. 
He also hears all plaints within the liberty, and attaches, 
summons, or bails to the next court, according to the nature 
of the case. 

If a man be found dead, the portreve has the view, as 
coroner. He shall summon the country, and hold the inquest. 
If any one be indicted by the inquest, the portreve shall ask 
tlic friends of the deceased if they know any one whom they 
wish to prosecute,"* and if the man charged with the crime be 
found within the franchise, the portreve shall take him to the 
prison of the francliisc, called Le Berdes, and there shall he 
be kept in the stocks by the gaoler till the next court, where 
he shall surrender to the law if he will, or to the customs of 
the five porta, viz. thirty-sis chosen by himself. He shall 
make his panel at his own peril, and deliver it to the steward; 
and, as they are each called by name, if any fail, or answer 
not, let the prisoner be adjudged to die ; and if all be present, 
the steward is accustomed to release twelve of the thirty-six, 
and the receiver and jurats other twelve, and the stewai'd shall 



'" The «Tiling is loo niueli defaced lo ilecide whether it be ' beyUenl' or ' TCyllenl.' The 
iiicaniijg Beems lo lie eilher u sbote in the teil, or " the portreve sbaU ask the frieada of 
ihe deceased if 1 hey know any one «ho will pledge himself I o prosecale," or" with whom 
(hei are »illing (o proseriile." 
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elect twelve for the Uuiuest. If any one refuses to set him 
free, let the prisoner be adjudged to death; and at the first 
the prisoner shall swear that he is innocent of the homicide, 
and then each of the inquest shall swear for himself, and if 
they all duly take the oath, the prisoner is acquitted. 

In judgments of the crown, if a man be condemned to 
death, the portreve, as coroner, shall pronounce judgment, 
and, being seated next the steward, shall say, " Sir, retire, 
and ask for a i)riest ; " and, if the condemned be of the fran- 
chise, he shall be taken to the to^vn bridge " at high water, 
and drowned in the harbour ; but, if he be of the geldable,^" 
lie shall be hung in the Lowy, at a place called the 
Wahztrew.'^ 

In pleas of lands and writs, except those of nouvelle dissei- 
sine and dower, the plaintiff' shall go to the portreve, and say, 
I find suit against such an one in a plea of lands, &c. The 
deforceor shall have three essoigns, thi'ee summonses, and 
three distresses, and if he come not after the tliird distress to 
answer the demandant, the laud shall be in the king's hands 
by his default ; and if he do not replevyn in fifteen days, he 
loses seisiu ; and, if he make no default, he may demand a 
view of the land, and, after the view, he may be three times 
essoigned in asking a view ; and after that, the deforceor 
shall not by any action be able to abate the plea that he will 
not go according to the verdict of twelve jurors. 

If any man come into the Lowy, and live within franchise, 
following a legal craft, and be of good conversation, for a year 
and a day, and is desirous of the franchise, he shall attend a 
meeting of the receiver and jurats, and shall be prepai'ed for 
what he wUl have to pay for the franchise ; and tlien he shall 
be admitted on taking this oath: "I will bear faith and 
loyalty to our lord the king of England, and to the common- 
alty of Pevensey, from this day forth; I will maintain the 
state of the francliise, and will pay scot and lot of my goods 
and chattels to the commonalty, according to the quantity at 
which 1 shall be assessed, according to my power," &c. ; and 
he shall pay to the light of St. Nicholas Id. 

" Query, Ihe pier. " Those not of the franchise, and Iherefbre liable lo laiea. 
" Thia it called Vuh-TreiTe in the Bunell MSS., quoted in Ptny't Coast of Susiex, 
|), 262. vhere au Iniperftcl abstract of ttus Cusliunal it given. 
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The burgesses may hunt hares and rabbits in their 
franchise in unenclosed ground, and fish and fowl by land 
or water, but uot in enclosures, without leave of the owner. 

If any freeman of Pevensey come to London, or any town, 
fair, or market, where the king has seignory, in order to 
traffic, and be distrained for toll, pickage, &c., or in any other 
manner against their franchise, the receiver and jurats demand 
letters to him who has been guilty of the extortion, requesting 
release of the distress to their combaron ; if they refuse, let 
wythernam be taken against the lord by whom he was dis- 
trained, or his tenant, from day to day, till the distress be 
returned, with costs. 

They claim to be a limb of Hastings. I 

They claim that no freeman can be put to his oath by any^ 
bailiff for plea of land, &c., other than the king's plea, or for 
the good of the commonalty, without the special command of 
the king. 

As a specimen of how the Custuraal was observed, an 
extract may be given from "an Inquisition taken at Wynchelsea 
on the sea-shore," on May 9th, 1443, when the jury report that 

" A porpoise had been found on the sea, and that the admiral's share was 
2». 9rf. ; that John Broker and Richard Colyer, of Pevensey, hud found a boat 
(with a piece of kersey, and a short eout with black lomb-skina, value allo^tber 
4D«., and three men, the king's eneniiea), three years before, but had in no 
way Bceoimted for them to the admiral, they are fined 6*. 6d. each ; the jury 
also report that these men had been htely indicted for these offences, without 
the jurisdiction of the Cinque Ports; they also say that William Alman, 
bailiff of Pevensey, had annulled and set at nought very many diverse man- 
dates of the brd admiral of the Cinque Ports, directed, sent, and delivered to 
him, aud had whoUy refiised to put them into execution, to the contempt of 
the lord admiral, and to the serious prejudice of the court of the admiral of 
the said ports." (From the original Inquia. among the Surrender MSS.) 



APSLEY MANUSCRIPTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY, 

IN THE POSSESSION OF MRS. MABBOTT. 



— Letlera of Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia, asd her bo 

and Rupert, to Lwl)' Apsic; and Lady Morton. 
— Letters Eniiii Lady A[>ii1py, aiid to her from Lady Dorwt, Jouph Mead, 

Richard Hojier, and others. 
— Letten of Richard Evelyn (fatlicr of John), (o William Newton. 



BY W. H. BLAAUW, ESQ. 



TiiE first wife of William Newton, Esq., of Southover, who 
died in 1648, at the age of 84, was Jane Apsley, sister of Sir 
Edward Apsley, of Thakeham, where his family had been long 
settled, and where many monumental records still remain. 
By this tie of kindred, a considerable number of MSS. papers 
and letters to and from Elizabeth, Lady Apsley (daughter of 
Edward Elmes, Esq., of Northamptonshire), have descended 
to their present possessor. 

Mrs. Hutchinson, who, as a widow, wrote the well-known 
memoirs of her husband the colonel, was Lucy, the younger 
daughter of Sir Allen Apsley, lieutenant of the Tower under 
K. Charles I, and thus speaks of the importance and extended 
connexions of her family in Sussex, with a pride we should 
not expect from her puritanical bias. She died in 1659. 

" My grandfather, by the father's side, was a geutleman of conipetent estate, 
about JE700 or £800 in Sussex. He being descended of a younger house, bad 
his residence at a place caUed Pvlborough : the family out of wliich he came 
was an Apsley of Apsley,! a towne where they had been seated before the 
Conquest, and ever since continued, till of late the last heire male of that 
eldest house, being the sonne of Sir Edward Apsley, is dead, without issue, 

and his estate gone, with his sister's daughters, into other fanielies 

It hail bene sueh a continued cuatome for my ancestors to take wives at 
home, that there was not scarce a famdy of any note in Sussex, to which they 
were not by intermarriages nearly relatwl." (Memoirs, p. 8.) 

The connections of the Apsley family, as above alluded to, 
may be best seen by the following portion of their Pedigree ; 
those mentioned in the text are marked in italics. 

' Apsley PiLnn. in the |nrish of Thahehaui. 
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A selection from the most interesting of these papers has 
been now made (reserving to a future opportunity others 
relating to the civil wars), as illustrating in some degree the 
manners of the times, and as referring to Sussex families, but 
it has also been thought allowable io admit the familiar 
letters of the interesting and unfortunate EugUsh princess, 
Elizabeth the Electress Palatine, who, when she had taken 
refuge at the Hague, in 1621, ai'ter her brief royalty in 
Bohemia, corresponded with Lady Apsley, whose daughter, 
Elizabeth, Lady Morton, was in her service, before she became 
the wife of Sir Albertus Morton, secretary of state to King 
James I, and ambassador to the United Provinces in 1625. 

I. 
During the fierce war in the Palatinate, Lady Apsley 
anxiously watched the fortunes of the war, and thus earnestly 
petitioned for her daughter's return to England. 

" Most gracioua Qucne, — Tour acostemed fafiorable hearin makes me 
presura thus farre to relate my joye in hearing of your sauef delivery of a 
fourth aoim,^ which God bles with the rest ; among so many reports to the 
contrary, and your great journey, wherhy you see Godes blesed providence to 
be the aafeat keper, both to gret and bidoU, and all : though it pleaed not God 
to give your worthy king the first victoar.-, 1 hope in Godes great mercyea 
he wilt the laat, to his comfort and the good of his ehurch : and nowe it hath 
plcsed God to make your raaigesty a mother of bo many swet chUdren, and 
Mm of them nowe so far from you, I preaum moat humbly to intreat you will 
he plesed to thinte of an old womouea afection to your old servant, howea 
ritoum for England I hartly wish, when your maigesty is plesed to part with 
her ; and thus, with her that hath hithertowe deairede my desier herein, to 
your beat Uking, which 1 shall desier to here of. I most humbly take my 
leve, heaeching God Ida blesed providence may ever be on you and youres, 
and rest your maigeatyes to be commanded. 

" Febrary vii*^ " Elizabeth Apslky." 

The next letter, though without date or direction, appears to 
have been written at the Hague, in 1621, to Lady Apsley, in 
some respects answering the one above. 

" Good Madame, — I thank you verie much for your last, which I receaved 
being in the High Palutinat, which I could not answeare by reasone of my 
travelling iip and doune till my eomming hither : the diferance you writ of 
betweeue Schonberg and your daughter is tnie, but I assure you that Apsley 
gave no auch cause of ofenee as needed to have bene taken ao hainously, 
having onely defended her right ; as for me it did not trouble me much, 
because I was resolved not Ictt Apaley have no wrong, nor vrill suffer it aa 

' Thii fcurlh son bwame nftfrwiirclB well known in England, at Prinre Maiirire ; hp was 
born 1620, died \6ii. 
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long as I live, althougli I lore Schouberg^ verie well, yett {if) she does ill, she is 
not to be excused no more than anie other ; as for your daughter, 1 should be 
Tcrie loth to lett her goe, she serves me so fuithfulUe niid willinglie as I trust 
none so much as shee, and I will ever do for her as much as 1 cnn ; I hope 
one day to faring her and my self to you in to England, then you shall see 
how much she is meoded, for she is now a little broader than she is long, and 
speaks Prench so well ae she will make one forsweare that toung to heaie 
her, bcr nose will be iu time a little longer, for my little oae doth pull bard at 
it ; ea for Dutch Bess* Sudly caries it, mouth and all, but neare a count will 
byte yet, although wee would fsine have them. I am sure Thom. Lewinatons 
wii teU you manie newes, but doe not trust her, for a matter that 1 know ; it 
will be to long for me to tell it you, but I have tolde your daughter. 1 end, 
desiring you to beleeve that will ever be as 1 am, 

" Your constant friend, Elizabeth." 

The following is directed "to the Ladie Apslej," and on 
the green silk which fastened it, there still remain two im- 
pressions of the queen's seal, most beautifully cut, and, 
though not larger than a 4d. piece, exhibiting distinctly the 
numerous quarterings of her husband's arms and her own.* 

" Good Madame, — I give you manie thankes for your kiode letttc to me and 
tokens to my children ; you have putt yourself to too much paynes about them, 
for I assure you without that, you nor your daughter, ray deare servant, 
aboulde never be forgotten by us, and those tokens they shall ever keep for 
both your aakes. I am verie well content that your daughter, my l^adie Butler, 
shall keep my picture, it cannot be in a better place. 1 pray commend me both 
to her and him, whom I verie well remember heere. I shall ever he readie to 
(do) them all the good I can, both for your dear daughters sake and youn to 
whom I ame ever, 

*' I pray weiire tins small token " Your true affeclionate frend, ^^ 

for my sake, which is to assure you " ElisabbtB/^^I 

of my constant love. ^1 

" The Hagh, this 2d of August." 

• ' SchoTibrry' vaM probably the widow of John MainhErJt, Count ite Schonberg (who 
died in 1619), father of the celebrated marshal, killed si the Ituyne^ lie bad been the 
elector'! ambBsssdor to James 1. to negociate his tnarriage with the Frincesi Elizabeth, 
and this led to hii own marriage with Aiine, daughter of Edward, Baron nudle;, the lady 
alluded to, who may have presumed upon ber auperior rank. 

• TherebeingDOOther indications to eiplain who Date* /f«t and ber rival Snrf/y were, it 
can only be conjectured that they were young ladies about the court, anxious for hiiibands. 

' The Soeiety is much indebted to our member. W. S. Walford, Esq., for the following 
blazon of these coats : Quarterly, 1. Gu. i lion rampant with double queue in saJtier arg. 
crowned or, fioAemio, 2, Per psle; oil deMer side so. a lion rampant or, crowned, laugned, 
and armed gu.. Palatinate; on sinister, fusilly in bend arg. and w,,, Bavaria; eaU en 
pointe gu. an imperial monde or, High Sleward qf the Empire. 3. Or, an eagle disphiyed 
crowned aa. charged with a crescent eniigned with a cmisette org., Sihiia. 4. Az. an 
eagle displayed chequy arg. and gu., Morada. h. Az. a wall (pan de muraille) or, ma- 
sonn^ SB., l^iper Lutalia. 6. Arg. an oi passant gu., its belly of the field, LomerLntaHa. 
Impaling qitarterly, 1 and i Prance and England quarterly. 2. Scotland. 3. Ireland. 
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The two followiug letters are from the two young princes, 
both written in schoolboy's hands, and apparently as thanks 
for the " tokens " alluded to in the preceding letter. Being 
written after Lady Morton's return to England, they were alt 
probably a few years later in date. Prince Frederick Henry, 
the eldest son (born 1614), was a youth at this time, and was 
drowned at Harlaem, iu 1629, m his 15th year. The well- 
known Prince Rupert was the third son, bom 1619, and at this 
time could write but imperfectly, using ruled lines to help him. 

The same small seal was used by both, displaying two pipes 
within chaplets interlaced, resembling the Greek letters ^ ^. 

" Madame, — By this I will onetj give you thonkcs for your last letter, for 
captain who now caleth upon me, and hath promised to see this delivered 
to your handea, maketh such haste away, that I can only wiah you health 
and comfort, and to rest assured that I am 

" Tour most alFectionate frend, 

{Direction oultide) " To my Lady Morton." " Fkedekick Henbv." 

" Madame, — I eouUl not suffer this yo' servant to depart from hence, without 
retumeing my hartie thankes for the kinde tokens of your love, and my Ladie 
Morton's affection towards mee, assuring you that I ahaU not \Jorget, hole in 
MS.] her memorie and remaine " Yo very affectionate trend, 

(DireclioH ouUide) " To thtt Lady Apseley," " Ropert." 

There is no direction to the next letter, which retains two 
impressions of the royal arms, as before described, on the pink 
silk fastenings. It bears witness to the zeal with which the 
princess adopted her husband's interests. 

" Sir, — Hearing that you are designed to goc amhassadoT into France, 
I must become a auilor to you to do nic the courtesy to tabe a young man 
into your service, whom I had recommended to Sir Albertua Morton, when he 
was appoynted for the same employment. He is sonne to Doctor Camerarins, 
a counselSor to the king my husband, who bath becne careful to give him 
such education that I hope he may be of some use to you, and I am sure you 
shall do a great cliarity in helping to perfect the same by affording him this 
opportunity to see the worldc without much charge to ais father, who is not 
able to beare that, having lost all he had for his fidelity to his master. In 
which respect I cannot but be willing to do anything I can for him, and if I 
may do this by your means, I shall have uu obligation to you and ahnll he 
ready to acquit it in any occasion I may have to show my sdfe, 

" Your most assured frend, 

"Haghe, -^ March." "Elizabeth." 

The next retains one impression of the royal arms on 
yellow silk, and is addressed outside " To Sir Albert Morton." 

" My honest Morton, though I have little to say to you yett I must write 
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The lamiliarity with the wife of her " honest Morton " is ' 
cttriooalT shewn in the next letter, by the [Hincess having 
erased the vatd lady, as too fonoal an address, and though 
directed eitemaUy " To the ladie Morton " and sealed with 
the rcnral arms, she calls her " dtrare Apsler," in which name 
she had first known her in her senice. The letter seems to 
refer to the Tejection of a suitor for one of the funitr. 

" Deare h^g ]rraatd u oriyimal MSJ] Morton, I did receaTv Tonr letter, 
■ne glad too arc so well recoraed of yooi aAaeta, for 1 wouldt- [mU] have 
jvat wish of djii% nine to tou, I lore joa well to be wiUing to lose yon ; 
if jou can gelt luytluDg hy m; hdp I am glad of it, for Inielie I will erer doe 
for jrcni all 1 can ; and for the aBswere jou give me coneeming Ned Uorwood, 
it ia a Tcrie good one, you could not have made a better, for though he be a 
Terie honest man, Tett I doe nnl think him good enough for you : what I 
writt was at his request, as tou saw by the letier I sent you, and now tbere 
U an end of it ; the king beeing by when I write this commenda his love to 
TOU, and so doe I to your good mother ; Liddal goeth away in so weak hart 
I cannot say no more, by the next you shall have a longer letter; in the 
meant! 1 ame ever, deare Apsley, " Your true constant frend, 

" The Hsgh, this ^ of November." " Euzabbi 



n. 

It will be observed that, at this period, there seems to anve 
been no rule for orthography observed, tven in letters written 
by persons of high station. Both Lady Apsley's aiid Lady 
Dorset's, which follow, refer to match-making, which seems 
to have been an active occupation of the ladies. 

{AMrai oidnde) " To hir honored and mucli respected frend. Sir Charles 
Mountigue, give this." 

" Honored Sir, — Your former fafoures and now sncent aquenlance makes 
me thus troublsom, as by thes lines to desier your kind fourdrance in a 
buisenes lietwpn the Lady Wiide and me, lieginin by the minister in her 
houses report, hatli bine such, as I desier a preceding with her in a moch 
between her eldest daughter and my sonn : as I shall fourder relet to you at 
my coming over, and for the stert, this biarer, if your lisiuir will serve, can 
justly relatn unto you, and douting to be tmublesom, with my best remem- 
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brance to yotir selfe and lti<ly, I take my lieif, commitiDg you and ous nil to 
Godes blesed proviedence aud rest, " Tour afectionat frcude, 

" November the firat." " Euzadetu Apsley." 

(Lady Apsley's seal to many of her IctUrs exhibit her husbaud'a ereat, a fleur- 
de-Us or between 2 wings arg.) 

"Anne Dorset," who signs the following letter, so kindly 
giving Lady Apsley a bad gown, was the celebrated Anne 
Clifford, daugbtcr of the earl of Cumberland, married in 1 60S 
to Richard Saekvillc, carl of Dorset, who died in 1024, and, 
in 1C30, Anne was remarried to PhiHp Herbert, earl of 
Pembroke and Montgomery : she died in 1675. 

" To my assured good Coaaen, the Ladey Appsley, tliia— 

" Good Cossen, — I pray joue sendt mee the leter which uiy lord writ to 
you about the mach beetwene Matte and my cossen Aue. Of my futh you 
shall hove them snfley returned, ether to morroe or neite day. I have aente 
you a gone of mine, though it be but a verej baddou, yet I knoe my cosaen 
will were it for my sake, to whether of your daughtrea you will bee stoe it 
upone, 1 shall bee well plesed. These in host, 1 rest your most assured friud 
and cossen, "Akke Dorset." 

(On the seal, a crest — a lion nonpnat, below an earl's coronet.) 

The cousinship alluded to by Lady Dorset arose from 
Henry Shelley, of Worminghurat, a brother of John Apsley, 
of Pulborough, having married Ann, daughter and heir of 
Richard Saekvillc, of Chipsted, county of Siu-rey. 

There is a letter from Richard carl of Dorset, addressed 
"To my verie loveing servant, Mathias Caldicott, give these," 
being the "Matte" of whose match the countess speaks in 
her letter. He appears to have resided in Dorset house, and 
was of the Caldecott family, long settled at Shcriugton, in 
the parish of Seimcston ; he married Ann, a daughter of Sir 
Edward and Lady Apsley. There are letters from the latter, 
addressed to him ns her "sonn," in 1G19, about purchasing 
Worminghurst for her. J^ady Apsley, when in London, lodged 
at a tailor's, in Shoe Lane, many letters remaming super- 
scribed with the following specimen of bathos. 

" To the right worshipful and worthy laily, the Lady "Elizalieth Apsley, 
these. Deliver this letter to Mr. John Carter, taylour, in Shoe Lane, 
hard by the Beare and Dog." 

Two letters from Joseph Mead, "from Christ College, in 
Cambridge," refer to Lady Apsley's son being under his care, 
but there seems httle anxiety in master or pupil to meet. 
" Madam, — Mine owiie joumying being ended, and Storhridg faire paat, aud 
IV. 15 
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» all danger gone, which might be through the one bv want of on overseer, 
or througt the other by danger of the woret fashions usnall in such a con- 
fluence, I woulde desire yoa now to retume your son as soon as conveniently 
you can. I expected him on Saturday was sevenight, since which time I 
nave been continually at home, but it seemeth your ladyship stayed first to 
bearc first bom us at Cambridg, which moved me to write at this present. 
If your man may bring any mone}' with him he shall have a bill of the ex- 
penses and an account what is already due, and what vril be sufficient to 
fiunish U3 for the quarter following. Thus with my best service commended 
to your ladyship, I rest 

" Tour ladyship's most ready to be commanded, 
*' From Christ ColL in "Joseph MEitD." 

Camfar., Sept. 23." (Seal, arms, S cinqnefoila.) 

"Madam, — I am sorry that my letters came so late unto your ladyship. It 
was no fault of mine, but of those iato whose hands they fell by the way. 
Your token I receive with my best thaultes to your son with promise of my 
greateat care. For his returning againe at Christmas, his so late and long 
non-residence from his book will make it not so convenient. It may be at 
Easter, as the season is more pleasant so the time wilbe fitter. And thus 
with my best service remcmbrcd to yonr ladyship, I take my leave resting 
"Tour ladyship's most ready to be eoramandeil, 

■' Christ Coll. Oct. 20." ' '■ Joseph Mead." 

The following letter describes the diifictilties not only of 

I collecting news from the continent, in the midst of imjwrtant 

wars, but also of sending a letter from London to Lady 

Apsley's house at Worminghurst, in Sussex. The ^Titer, 

John Hoper, lived in London, at Saffron Hill, not far from 

Lher ladyship's favourite place of resort in Shoe Lane. His 
opinion on the restrictions to prevent coimtry gentlemen 
iwniuig lip to London, was current even among the statesmen 
of his time, 
mj 
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" To my honored good ladie, the Lady Apsley, at Worminghurst, in Soasex. 

" Worthie Ladie, — Excuse my mouth, I pray you, and impute not to me 
mj long negligence, for which I have worthilic deserved your censure. I 
thank God my health and wHlingnes to write is not wanting, but the wuie is 
so far distant from my house to the inne where the caricr lodgeth, as that it 
taketh up two hours in these short daies before he can rctoume, by whom I 
send my lettres, yet notwithstanding I will not fail to present my service to 
your ladyship at some one tyme or other, as a fitt occasion shall be ofired. 
When it shall please your ladyship to write, if so you he b health, it will 
much rejoyce me, that after long affliction it hath pleased God to send you 
peace and rest. I acknowledge myself much beholden to your good daughter 
the Lady Boteler,* from whom my wife hath received of late no small 
curtesies. If it shall lye in me to deserve them, she shall not lyndc me ud- 
gratefull, but ready to requite tbem. His majestic so much desirith the good 

* Alice Aptlc; mitrled Sir Jdin Bntler, ion of Sir Ofher Botler, of Taton, co. Kent, knt. 
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and welfare of hia poore subjects in the couutry, as tbot by hia proclnn 
and a late censure of £1000 iu the Stnr Cliumber, upon one Mr. Pdmer, of 
Parhara,' in Sussex, he shewcth hia diapleasure against such gentlemen as, 
having mansion-houses in the eouiitry, lo enrich thcmselres, also hyre 
chambers in this citie, to the great hiuderance of the poore, that ought to be 
relieved and holpen with foode and sustenance at their gates; if tUs course 
shall be well observed for a few years, that gentlemen {except in Terme tymea, 
and then also must leave their families behind them) shall keepe at their 
houses in the countrie, poore people will be much relieved, and hoped also 
that the countrie will be much better governed than it hatli bene. Our 
wonted eoraiiters {ueKipapera), whereby we have been advertised of affaires 
in Germany and other foreigne parts have been forbidden to be printed for 
these five or six weeks, for what cause we know not ; yet at some tymea, by 
letters sent to our mercbunta from their factors, wee gett some knowledge in 
what estate matters stande there. The kyng of Sweden [Gutiajju* Jdolplni»\ 
(notwithstanding the emprour's great army, under the lending of the Duke of 
Wabteyer) \Jf'nllentte'm\ loaseth nothing of what he had formerly gayned in 
Germany, but kcejieth with strong garrisons the same, without losse to them 
or revolt of the townes in the wliich they reside. If it shall please God to 
preserve the king' in health, there is great hope that he wHI force the emprour, 
in short tjme, to receive any condieions of peace that shall be offred. And ao 
not having wherewith ftirther lo trouble your latlyahip ut this present, with 
my service to yon, humbly recomended. not forgetting the Uke from my wife, 
I comend your ladyship to God his moat blessed protection, olwalea rcmayning 

"From London, Tour ladyship's, to sen'e you, 

tte 23 of Nov. lUaa." " Eic. Hopek." 

The anna on the seal, " saljle, a chevTon between three pomegmnates or," 
appear on the certificate, by the Lancaster Herald, of Richard Hoper's 
death, in 11)35. He owned several manors in Shropshire, and left a 
numerous family, by his wife, Pentecost Lcgge, daughter of Richard 
Legge, the Remembrance.- for Ireland to Queen Elizabeth. The fifth 
son was grandfather to John Hoper, who held the living of Steyning, 
and thereby introduced the famUy into Sussex. 

One letter, of no interest in itself, from John Gordon to 
Mr. Thomas Sutton, dated "Basarjak, Dec. 31, 1717," must 
have slipt into the lady's portfolio by some accident, it being 
concluded by a recipe for a malady wliich we may hope she 
never felt. 

" P. S. — Si tibi caput ait ogrotnm with drinking late at m'ght, 
Surge mane, cape potum, long before daylight ; 
Take a hot bowl in your hand, viriliter with might. 
And drink it off totahter fur dearing of your sight." 

• Parbam however had been wtd, by the Patoen, to Sir T. Ditliopp, forty j-cnrs boforfl 
Ihii date. 

' Tboagfa tlie news had not reached the wriler, owng 
"coranlcn," the king of Sweden wu at tliis tinie dead, havini 
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The second wife of the same William Newton, Esq., of 
Soutliover, mentioned at the head of this article, was the 
widow, Mrs. Stnndafield, maternal grandmother of the cele- 
brated John Evelyn. She died in 1650. Two letters, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newton, by her son-in-law Richard Evelyn, 
show the afi'ectionate terms on which they Uved, and tally with 
the account given by John Evelyn himself of his own education 
at Lewes. It seems extraordinary that a gentleman of £4000 
a-year should have sent his son to a small charity school at 
Lewes, where indeed he seems to have learnt little. 
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" My fatber, named Kichard, was of a sanguine complexion, mixed 
tlaeh of choler ; low of stature, but very strong. So exact and temperate, 
I hauB beard that be bad never been surprised by excess, beiikg ascetic and 
sparing, lie was a person of that rare conversation, that upon fretiuent 
recollection, and calling to mind passages of his life and discourse, I could 
never charge hiin with tbe least passion or inadvertence. Ilia estate was 
esteemed £4000 per annum, well wooded and full of timber. My mother's 
name was Elianor,^ sole daughter and beyresse of John Standsfield, Esq. of an 
antient and honorable family (though now extinct) in Shropsbire, by his wife, 
Elianor Comber, of a good and well-known bouse in Sussex. 

" 1624.— I was not initiated into any rudiments til! I was four years of 
age, and then one Frier taught us at the church-porch of Wotton. 

" 1635. — 1 was this year sent by my father to Lewes, in Sussex, to be with 
my grandfather Standsfield, with whom I passed my childhood. This was 
the year in which the pestilence was so epidemical that there died in London 
■')000 a week; and 1 well remember the strict watches and examinations 
upon the ways as we passed. 

" 1627.— My grandfather Standsfield dyed this year, on 5th Peb. I re- 
member the solemnity at his funeral. He was buried in the parish church of 
All Souls, where my grandmother, his second wife, erected a monument. 
At)out this time was the consecration of the church of South MaUing, near 
Lewes, the building whereof was chiefly procured by my grandfather, who, 
baring tbe impropriation, gave £20 a year out of it (o this church. I after- 
wards sold the impropriation. 1 layd one of the first stones at the building 
of tbe ehiirch, which was consecrated by Bishop Field, bishop of Oxford, the 
sermon being preached by Mr. Coxhall, afterwards minister there. 

" It was not till tbe yenrc 1628 that I was put to leame my Latino rudi- 
ments, and to write, of one Citolin, a Frenchman, in Lewes. 1 was put to 
schoolc to Mr. Potts, in the Cliffe, at Lewes; and, in 1630, from thence to 
the Free Schole at Southover, neere the town, of which one Agnes Morley had 
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been the foiindreeBe, and now Edward Siiatt ^ was the master, under whom I 
remiiined till I was sent to the University. Tiiia ycurc my grandmother (with 
whom I sojourned) being murried" to one Mr. Newton, a learned and most 
religious gent, we went from the Cliff to dwell at his house in Southorer. 

" Oct. 16, T633. — I was soon afterwards sent for into Surrey, and my 
father would willingly have weaned me &om my fondness of my too indulgent 
grandmother, intending to hare placed me at Eaton, but I was so terrilied at 
the report of the severe discipline there, that I was aeut back to Lewes, which 
pcrverseness of mine I have since a thousand times deplored. I returned ou 
the ISth August, 1633, back to Lewes. 

" IBB*. — My father was appointed sheriff for Surrey and Sussex, before 
they were disjoyned: he had 116 servants in liverys, every one Hvery'd in 
greene satin doublets ; divers gentlemen and pecsons of quality waited on him 
in the same garbe and habit, which at that time (when 30 or 40 was the usual 
retinue of the high Bheriff} was esteemed a great matter. Nor was this out 
of the least vanity that my father exceeded (who was one of the greatest 
decliners of it), but because he could not refuse the civility of his friends and 
relations, who voluntarily came themselves, or sent in their servants. But 
my father was afterwards most ui^justly and spitefully molested by that jeering 
judge, Richardson, ^^ for reprieving the execution of u woman, to gratifie my 
lord of Lindsay, then admiral ; but out of this he emei^ed with as much 
honour as trouble. 

" April 3, 1037. — I left schoole, where, till about the last yearc, I hod been 
extreamly reniisse in my studies ; so as I went to the University rather out of 
shame of abiding longer at schoole, than for any fitnesse, as by sad experience 
I found, which put me to re-leome all that 1 had neglected, or but per- 
limctorily gained." 

The letters of Richard Evelyn are scaled with his arms, 
and are thus addressed outside — 

(Seal of red wax, arms — a griffin : on a chief 3 cinqnefoils.) 
(Directim outitde)—" To the right worshipful his very lovinge ffatber, 
William Newton, Esq., athiahouseinSouthover, give these, near Lewes." 

" Sire, — You maye please to remember that I lefte £30, with my cosson 
your Bonn, when I was with you, in parte for my mother's Christmas rente 

" " Long aAerwardi Mr. Evelyn paid great reapect to tbii gentleman, ta sppean by hU 
letters." 

* AltlioQgli in I)erT)''a Sumgx Pedigrees the second wife uf Wiiliani Newtoa appcara as 
Mrs. Evelyn, yet the couteiLt agree) Letter with the auppuaitlon o( her being Joba Evelyn's 
malemal gnmdmother, Jaae (who died Dec. ID, 1650), the widow of John Studafield 
(who died Pet). 23, 1C2C). Tlieae dates remain on the monnmeDt in All Sainli' Church, 
Lewes, alluded lo by John Evelyn aa All Senih. George Eveljii (the father of Richard 
lad of 23 other children, by his two wives, " rupcCito non infehci delcctu matiimonio," as 
bis tomhstane records,) died in 1003, set. 73, leavmg aa bis widow Joan Stint, who died on 
March 9, 1613, and was buried at Wotton. Mia. Newton therefore could not have been 
John Evelyn's palenal grandmother. Neither the pedigrees in Aahrey. or Manning and 
Bray's Surrey, or in Evclyn'a Memoirs, or in Ibe Surrey Visitations, in the Hari. MSS., 
1397, 1 127, f. 151 h.— 1433, f. 105—1561. f. 66.— or in the Suaaex ViaiUlious, 61C2, 
or 61 64, r. 13, authorise the marriage of nny Mrs. Gvidyn lo ilt. Newton. 

"> Richardson, then chief justice ^ilic King's BcTOh, was owner of Slarborough Caatle, 
in Ungfleld. 
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and £22. 2*. 6^. Mr. Shother is to paye you, about Twelvetyde [Twe^h-nighi]^ 
which I hope he will doc accordingly, and £2. 17*. ^d. more I have now sent 
to make upp your Christmas rent. I presume Mr. Shuther ^vill not fayle you. 
However it shal be no losse to you, for if he paye not, I must and wfll see it 
payde ; in the mean tjTue I praye a recyte of this bother £20, in parte of 
payment for your Christmas rent. 

" I have also sent £5 for mv sonn's board, and xx*. for their schole master 
for this Christmas quarter, and desyre you to speake to theire master to take 
what paynes he cann with them to make them schollers. 

" So hopinge you are all in good health, and giWnge you and my mother 
many thanks for my keinde entertejuement ; with my best respects and 
service to you both, and my love to your sonn, not forgettinge the good old 
gentle- woman your sister, and my little cossen Keate whose health I shal be 
glad to hear of, and rest " Your ytry lovinge son, 

" Wotton, 150 Dec. 1 636. " Eiciiard Evelyn. 

" I heare nothinge of Mr. Tilney about the reparacions of South Mallinge ; 
therefore I purpose to proseede against him as soone as I cann." 

" To the right worshipful his very lovinge fFather,^^ William Newton, Esq., 
at his house in Southover, give these, neere Lewes. 

"Worthie Sire, — I appoynted my man, Thomas Webb, to leave £20 with 
my mother, when he payd your last Michaelmas rent, in parte for your next 
Christmas rent, (which I hope he did accordingly,) and Mr. Shother is to 
paye you £22. 2«. 6c?. more, at your sessions at Twelfetide (for my rent) as 
heretofore he hath done: the rest being £2. 17«. ^d. I have now sent you, 
which (if Mr. Shother payd) wil be in full for your next Christmas rent ; but 
if he should fayle to paye that money, I will forthwith uppon the first notice 
send it to you. 

" Also I have appoynted him to paye for my sonn*s Christmas quarter. 

" I am sorr}' Mr. Tiuley and Mr. Maskall make me be so troublesom to 
you. I willed my manu to desyre your advise and directyons in his busines 
there (if there weare any cause), for which favor (as for many other) I must 
remaine yomr debtor ; 1 have not latly heard from my mann what hath bene 
done since Mrs. MaskalFs last commingc into the countrey, but I hope they 
wil be better advised, then doe as they have threat ncd. I appoynted my 
mann to gett som workemen to surveiye the reparacions before his comminge 
home, wherein I desyre your advice and directions also. So hopingc you and 
my mother with all the rest are in good health, givinge you both many thanks 
for your love and kindness alwayes to my children, with my best respects 
and service remenibrcd, I rest " Your very lo\inge soniie, 

" Wotton, 140 Dec. 1637. " Eicuard Evelyn. 

"My daughter presents her duties to you." 

^* A very fond term for the husband of his mother-in-law, whom he here speaks of as 
his mother. His o'm'u mother had been long dead. 
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FLETCHING, PARISH AND CUVAiCll. 

BY THE EEV. SPENCER DODD \VILJ)K, VICAK. 

The Parish of Flctching, — variously written, in old tirnc!, 
Flexnemge (Matt. Paris), Flescingcs rl)fx>rn.s(lay lUicord), 
Flesang, Flescunge, Flecchyng, — strctclics from within two 
miles of UcklSeld for seven miles in a north-westerly dinjetion, 
having an extreme breadth of about lialf that distance, its 
outUne is not unhke that of England and Wales. It contains, 
by a late measurement, 8403 acres, a large portion of which 
is still wood and waste, and has a scattered population of 
rather above 2000.* The woodland scenery and the distant 
views of the South Downs are extremely picturesque and 
beautiful. 

Fletching is little known to fame, and the memorials of 
the past, worth preserving, are few. How indeed could it be 
otherwise, lying as it does in the midst of the great wood of 
Anderida, described by Camden as anciently " scarce any- 
thing besides a desert and vast wilderness, not planted with 
towns nor peopled with men, but stuffed with herds of deer 
and droves of hogs only." According to Doomsday, when 
the manor of " Flescinges " was held by the earl of Morton, 
the number of the population may be surmised by the record 
that, " there were six acres of meadow, and a wood affording 
mast for xxx hogs. The arable was five plough lands." 

History records only one noticeable event, — that the barons' 
forces lay " at the village of Flexnemge " (Matt. Riris), under 
Simon de Montfort, their leader, the night before the battle 
of Lewes in 1264. 

The manor of Danehill-Sheffield, so called to distinguish it 
from that of Danehill-Horsted-Keynes, after passing through 
the hands of the Bardolf family, the lords of Buckhiu'st, the 
earls of Abergavenny and Dc la Warrc, appears, as well as 

^ « 1914 in 1841. 
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its greater iitunesukc in Yorkshire, represented in the title of 
the prcstnit owner, by whose father, the first earl of Sheffield, 
it was purchased. 

FLETcnmo Parish Choech, dedicated to S. Andrew 
S. Mary, stands in the centre of the village, and its lofty 
graceful spire forms a conspicuous and beautiful object to the 
country around. It possesses many features of architectural 
and anticjuiirinn interest, as will be seen from the subjoined 
description. It has, however, little monumental interest ; while 
the rude hands of refonners or of roundheads, or, perhaps, 
of both, have evidently despoiled it internally of umch of its 
ancient decorative beauty, wliile externally the chiu-ehwardeus' 
economical repairs of the last eentiu-y have destroyed much 
uf its ecclesiastical appearance and proportions, by carrying 
the roof of the nave, in one unbroken ugly sheet of Horsliam 
Btone and tile, over the aisles, thus hiding from view the 
clerestory windows. There is one very tine brass, in the 
south transept, which, thougli now without date or inscription, 
is probably that of Su- (Walter?) Dalyngmgge and his lady. 
He appears, iu the latter part of the 15th century, to have 
held manors or estates in Fletching and some adjoining 
parishes. It is not necessary to describe it here, as a woodcut 
of it has been already given in these Collections (vol. II, p. 309).* 
In the same transept is a handsome Elizabethan monument, iay 
marble, of Richai-d Lechc, Esq. and " Charitye his wife/ 
recumbent, under a canopy; he died in 1500. An inscri| 
tiou on the ujiper part informs ns that it was erected by the 
lady, to her husband posthumomltj, to herself prospcdivcl^. 
"In regarde" to his having "given all his iandes in this 
countye of Sussex," to her, " having no issue of his bodye 
livinge," " and for a perpetual uicniorye of divers other 
charitable deedes he willed shoidd be done, shee of her owne 
accorde caused this monument to be made, and hcrselfe 
livinge to be pictured lyinge by him as you see." Another 
inscription below commemorates a becjuest made by him to 
the poor of this and other parishes for ever. 

" He gave lo the |iooTc of this !iis pariabc of Fletctiinge, and to the porishe 
of Smetbe iti Kent, wlitre he was borne, one hiuideretii powNdes a iicce, lo be 
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bestowed by his overseers, for a perpetual reliefe amongste them. He gave 
to five parishes next nt^joiuinge to Fletetiinge, to eache of them fowur^ 
shUliiiges, to be distributed in the daye of hia buriaU. He likewise gave 
thrcskore powNdes to the amendiuge of the wayes leadinge from Godatone to 
Lewes, and to eache of hia howaehold servants be gave a legacye." 

The arms of Leche on the monument are, ermine, on a chief, 
imiented gules, 3 crowns or ; crest, issuing out of a crown, a 
haud-proi)er, entwined with a leech ; but of the family, no 
representatives now remain in the parish. 

At the extremity of the north transept, and built as a con- 
tinuation of it, is a mausoleum, erected by the late carl of 
Sheffield, " suis sibique." It is of Portland stone, with a 
frontispiece, partly visible tliroagh the arch of what was the 
transept window, on which are several inscriptions ; one, by 
Dr. Parr, to the memory of Gibbon, the historian, who was 
buried within it; another, by the late lamented Hugh James 
Rose, to the memory of the late earl. It is much to be 
regretted that this mausoleum was so built as to deprive the 
church of the light of the large transept window. 

In this transept are the only memorials which the church 
possesses of its former noble patrons. On each side of it is 
suspended a portion of a knight's armour, — the casque, 
sword, gloves, and spurs, siu-mounted respectively by the two 
crests of the Nevdls, carls of Abergavenny — the bull and the 
bull's head. On the floor of the north aisle also is a small 
and very perfect brass, consisting of a pair of gloves, with the 
following inscription underneath: — "3^ic jaCEt PetruS ©cbot 
0lobn: cujus aie pptcirtur 0cus. amnt." The Oxford 
Manual of Brasses assigns to this brass the date of about 
1450; Manning's Catalogue that of about 1480. A pair of 
gloves on the brass shield of John Altair, glover, a.d. 1449, 
is mentioned by Gough, v. ii, p. 355. 

To these memorials of days departed may be added a small 
monumental slab, with 
a cross upon it, very 
perfect, 2ft. Sin. in 
length, now placed in 
the chancel. It was 
discovered, a few years 
ago, at the foundation of one of the buttresses on the north 
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aide of the churcli, pushed in underneatli it, as a sort of 
miderpiiining, and fortunately unbroken ; and also the head 
of a small lancet arch, found squeezed into the rubble of the 
north wall of the chancel, inside ; one evidently of a series 
with which the chancel was anciently decorated ; a proof, too, 
of the injury it has suffered from ruthless hands, the destroyers, 
no doubt, of the piscina and sedilia also, of which no traces 
now remain. The pulpit, standing near the chancel arch, is 
octagonal and slightly elevated. Its car\'ed panels, of which 
a woodcut is here presented, appear of the date of the latter 
half of the 17th century. 




I 



The Benefice of Fletching is a discharged vicarage, of 
which the earl of Sheffield is now the patron ; the lay -im- 
propriator is J. Villiers Shelley, Esq. The living, in early 
times, was attached to the see of Chichester, but was sepa- 
rated fJMam it in 1398 by Kobcrt, then bishop of Chichester, 
who gave it, together with Alfriston, to the priors of Michel- 
ham, Sussex, on account of great damage done to them by an 
inundation of the sea. (Dugdale, Monast. vi, 494, note e.) 
At the dissolution of the religious houses by Henry VIII, the 
great tithes suflFered the general fate of such property, and 
were alienated from the church. The vicarage was valued 
in the King's Book at £13. 6s. 8d., and P'inna rcctoris, 
£5. 6s. Bd. in Valor Eecles., 20" Hen. VHI. In 1835 a 
Chapel of Ease to the Mother Church was built at Danehill, 
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iu the upper division of tlie parish. The chapelry has lately 
been formed into an ecclesiastical (hstrict, inchiding in it a 
small part of the adjoining parish of Horsted-Keynes. 

The first entry in the Parish Registees is of the date of 
1654. Some leaves at the beginning are, however, evidently 
missing ; and from a MS. note it is most probable that th« 
real date should be 1536, at which time those of the adjoining 
palish of Marcsfield commence. They contain very little that 
is curious or interesting. In 1582 there is this entry, so far 
as it can be dccyphered : " the xx of September the names of 
[such as] were suspected to dy of the plage ; first, a stranger 
dyed, and was buryed upo the commin of Peltdowne; the 
xxviij of November on of Niclas Holford's children was 
buiyed on the same commin." In 1603 another entry is 
made of several persons who " died of the plaage," without, 
however, mentioning where they were buried. The following 
also may be noticed: " 1679, Bur. Frances Turner y" 
daughter of Joane Tm-ner, wid. who made oath that Frances 
her daughter was WTapped, wound up, and buried in woollen 
only, and the said was attested under the hands and scales of 
Frances Scraw and Christopher Hills, witnesses to y' s** 
affidavit. Sworac before Wro. Ffermour, Esq., one of his 
Ma"" justices of peace, and beareth date y" 27 day of May, 
1679." Of this kind there are many entries at this period, 
in several of which mention is made of " a late act of par- 
liament for burying in woollen." The first of these bears 
the date of August 29, 1678 ; the last, of August 16, 
1732 i mention, however, is made in 1756 of " no affidavit " 
and " no certificate " having been brought. Entries of birth 
and burial in the family of the " Lords Bergavcimy " occur 
from 1669 to 1736 ; one only is found of that of De la 
Warre. There was buried in " 1748, 3d July, the Right 
Hon'''^ Ann Lady Dcluwarr." No monumental memorials 
remain of the burial places of any of the members of these 
noble families. 

There are some scanty notices of Fletching in the Lewes 
Chartulary (Cotton MSS. Vespas. XV, F.) which as intro- 
ducing some namas of localities, and of t\vo early ecclesiastics, 
may be here mentioned. 
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f. 67. — In a deed dated at Lewes on the Thursday after 
the Annunciation, 31" Edw. Ill (a.u. 1357) Hugh de 
Chintriaco, the prior of Jjcwes, confirms to John Smith of the 
Clyve, and his wife Isabella, all the land at Bregghous with its 
appurtenances in Ffleching, held of the manor of Iloretede, 
by her descent as younger sister of the late John Charp; 
should they have no issue, the land to go to her son John 
Picket. This seems to refer to what is now called Sharp's 
Bridge. 

f. 79. — An indenture between the prior of Lewes and 
Master Thomas Spurim, rector of the chm-ch of Fflescinges, 
concerning half the great and small tythes of Jleury de Dyne, 
son of Robert de Busel, the land of Richard de la Cotie, 

6 acres of marsh land of Schertel)regg {Short Bridge /) 
16 acres and also 20 acres of the widow of John le Wylde, 

7 acres of Robert atte Brugg, 7 acres of Stephen le WyWe, 
&c., which the priory of St. Pancras has received from time 
immemorial. 

f. 90. — In a deed (probably of the 14th century) dated 
at Lewes Castle, Simon, vicar of Fflcscingess, appears as a 
witness to a gift of 6d. a year, granted to the priory of Lewes 
by Gervase Peyten. 

The registers contain the following entries relative to t 
vicars of Fletcliing. 

" 1580. John Amery, Luried. 

1597. Heniy Bniibroct, buried. 

15B8. Henry Feilde, began. 

1608. Henry Feilde, buried. 
1608 & 9. Francia Actan, elarke. 

1609. Eichard Tcj-nton, elarke. 
1615. Riciiard Roots, Clarke. 1 Their o 
IfSlii. Richard Roots, vicar. { signalur 
1613. Riehord Teynton, curut. 
1638. 'Williara Pickering, elarke. J 
IGdO. Richard Roots, buried. 
1666. William Koota, vicar. Signature. 
1732. Duvid Vaiiglian, vicar, buried, 
1780. Michael Baynes, vicar, buried." 

The late vicar, the Rev. George Woodward, who succeeded 
Mr. Baynea, was also rector of Maresfield, and died and ffa* 
buried there in 1836. 
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ON THE AECHlTECTmiE OF FLETCHING CHURCH. 

BY THE REV. FBEDEBICK SPIJBBELL. 

TiiF. parish church of Fletching, dedicated to S. Mary and 
S. Andrew, is large, and possesses, together with the peculiar 
graduated nave, some remarkable features of interest : and 
the general appearance, at least of the interior, is in harmony 
with its sacred character. 

By the groimd plan, it will be seen, that the building con- 
sists of chancel, north and south transepts, nave with north 
and south aisles, west tower, and south porch ; of which tlie 
dimensions are here given : 



Length i 
^Breadths 



Power [j^ 2 
N. Aisle I ^ 



the total internal length is 142 ft. and the breadth, fiO ft. 4 in. 

The whole of the present edifice is not of coeval erection, 
and although it is difficult to fix with accurate precision the 
dates of the different parts of it from h ant of ancient docu- 
mentary evidence, the distinctive character of the more 
ancient work points out plainly the later additions and inser- 
tions which have been made from time to time. A Norman 
Church, without doubt, formerly existed on the present site, 
and was probably erected at the cud of the 11th century, as 
the present tower is of this date. Of this church distinct 
traces remain : the foundations of the north and south walls 
arc perfect underground, so far as they have been examined, 
and on these now rest the present nave piers ; the widtli was 
that of the present nave, the length it is not so easy to deter- 
mine, but probably, with its chivncel or apsis, it was the same 
with the present nave, certainly not more. A small and veiy 
perfect round-headed window arch on the south wall of the 
nave (as seen in the longitudinal section) leads to the belief 
tliat there were two tiers of mndows on each side. The 
tower was as it now is, excepting its later buttresses and its 
spire. The Norman buttress is still perfect on the north side. 
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About the beginning op middle of the 13th century the 
church appears to have been completely remodelled, the tower 
only being left, aiid a fine Early English church, in the form 
of a cross, was erected in the newly-practised style of pointed 
architecture ; and this, as to the general outline of walls, is 
the present church. In Edward the Third's reign, possibly 
about 1340, several repairs appear to have been requisite, and 
some useful and ornamental work added ; for of this date are 
the clianee! arch and transept arches, with their semi-piers, 
the piscina in the north transept, the four large vriiidows in 
the aisles, the clerestory windows, and the doonvays in the 
aisles and west side of tower ; and about this time also were 
added the large buttresses at the west side of the tower, and 
possibly some of the other buttresses also. 

With this introduction, which is sufficient to give the date 
of the principal changes, it remains to mention the beauties 
and peculiarities of tliis church, by proceeding to notice each 
particular portion of it in order. 

Chancel. The chancel is unusually large, and is not in 
harmonious proportion with the other members of the church, 
nor does even tradition hand down any story why there was 
BO much room for those who perhaps occupied the carved 
stalls which may have lined its walls. Of the original perfect 
windows in the east and north and south walls, forming, with- 
out doubt, a beautiful design, tlie north windows retain their 
pure and elegant arrangement of three groups of lancet couplets, 
and on the south side the dis])osition was the same, though dif- 
fering in detail ; but now the Hrst couplet on the south side 
has been transposed into a poor late double window imited under 
one round arcli. The south lancet. No. 5, by the original ar- 
rangement, is raised to allow of the priest's doorway underneath 
it; and No. 6, in both north and south, are elongated with lower 
sills than the others. The east window is of an unusual size and 
shape, and has geometric tracery ; the sides of the arch spring 
from a very low point in the jainb, which makes the head 
peculiarly long and acute. It is 13 feet 10 inches wide, and 
about 20 feet high, and consists of three lights, terminating 
evenly, in long lancet-shaped heads, surmounted by two 
circles, which are cro^vned by a larger circle. On considering 
the beaiiHful geometric traceiy of the supcrnmUious together 
with the fact of the external drip-stone and the glass being in the 
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middle of the stouework, it seems difficult to reconcile the date 
of tlie window to be coeval with that of the Early English lancets ; 
but from the fact of fragments of cusping {still extant) having 
been lately taken from the large cu-de, there is cause for the 
inference that the whole window originaUy had cusps ; and 
upon that supposition the otherwise unintelligible window is 
easily assigned to be coeval with the rest of the chancel. The 
doorway arch in the south wall is pointed externally, inter- 
nally it is segmental. An Early Enghsh stiing-course of two 
members nms round the chancel, graduated so as to fall 
under the windows, but to rise over the door. The floor was 
probably nearly two feet higher than it is at present. The 
roof is plain ceiled. The rood-screen stands beneath the 
chancel arch, and is a em-ions mixture of woodwork of differ- 
ent periods. In its original state it was a good perpendicular 
screen of the early part of the loth century, consisting of 
three divisions, of which the middle or doorway has suffered 
injury, and is now a plain pointed arch, and the division on 
each side is separated by five muflions into six pierced com- 
partments, the lights of which are five-foiled, and above them 
IS a double row of supermullions, with thi-ee-foiled heads, and 
with an embattled transom. In the lower part of the screen 
have been inserted panels of the linen-pattern work of the 
16th century. There are no traces of sedilia or a piscina in the 
chancel, which part has evidently suffered great injiu-y formerly. 
The south-east angle is built with solid stone, while all the 
rest is rubble, often loose and earthy. This may account for 
there being no traces of sedilia or piscina. The chancel-arch 
is lofty, IG feet 9 inches wide, and springs from semi-octagonal 
piers ; the moulding consists of two members chamfered. 

Transepts. The transepts are each separated from the 
nave by a good arch, 12 feet 4 inches wide, springing from 
semioctagonal piers, and from the aisles by an arch springing 
from the walls without imposts. These arches are all decorated 
work of about 1340. The north transept was probably con- 
verted into a chantry about this period, and a door, now 
blocked up, was opened in the west wall to give access to it 
without entering other parts of the church. In the east wall 
are two original plain lancet windows under wide arches ; and 
there is inserted hi the space of the wall between them a single 
piscina of decorated work about 1340. The head of it is five- 
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foiled ; tlie hollow is doubly recessed, and the drain is cir- ' 
cular. The label consists of two members, the upper the 
scroll moulding, and the undo" 
a plain fillet, and on the apex 
is a curious bracket for a saint's 
etfigy; this position of a bracket 
is very unusual. The north wall 
originally contained a large win- 
dow, like that existing in the 
south transept. In this north 
wall is a string-course of one 
member, the scroll moulding, 
and which being therefore de- 
corated, is a cause of difficulty 
piKnr. in North TfuiMpi, in makiug the date of this 

transept Early English ; but the walls are apparently Early 
Enghsh, and the lancets certainly are ; therefore, possibly in 
the repair of 1340 this window was repaired also, and the 
string-course inserted as an ornament. 

Soiifk Transept. The south transept is a little longer and 
broader than the north transept, but resembles it in having 
two Early English lancets in the east wall ; one of which is, 
however, hidden, and partly blocked up by the Leche tomb ; 
and in the south wall is an elegant window, partaking of the 
character of tlie east window ; it consists of two large lancets, 
with a circle above, between pierced triangular spandrils. At 
the sill of this window is a lai'ge table-tomb, now much muti- 
lated, on which lies the well known brass already mentioned. 
Naoe. The nave is the most remarkable part of this 
church ; and, besides the stunted appearance of its three 
round, massive, Early English piers, and two responds on 
each side, it presents the proof of what was the most un- 
usual, if not unique, occurrence, of a gradual decline by steps 
of the piers and pier arches, from the transept to the west 
door. Examples of gradation in chancels are not unfre- 
quently met with, but this gradation of the nave is an archi- 
tectural fact tpiitc new, and deserves, therefore, especial 
notice. It is not the result of the sinking of the west end of 
the church, since the piers are coiTectly vertical ; but for 
what reason or use, if any, the gradation was really made, 
can only now be the subject of conjecture ; and the church 
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being at preaent on one level, it is uow, probably, impossible 
to speak with certainty as to the extent and nature also of 
the gradation. Careful measurements, however, liave led to 
the suggesting of a plan which, from the different levels of 
the pier caps, the varied heights of the piers, and, in the 
chancel, the rising of the string-course, appears to have been 
as represented in the accompanying secti(^. Probably the 
floor of the whole church was a succession of steps, of irre- 
gidar elevation, rising from west to east ; so that there were 
three steps from the west door to the transept arches, each 
one as broad as the pier arches, and crossing the whole width 
of nave and aisles, of a low elevation, but increasing in height 
by irregular proportion as they advanced towards the east ; 
then across the span of the transept arches, as far as the 
chancel arch, was probably one raised floor, but gained by two 
steps ; at the chancel arch was probably another step ; and 
the altar probably attained its proper elevation by the chancel 
floor rising one or two steps more : the chancel windows allow 
of this high floor, and the difficulty of the sill of the door is 
evaded by supposing steps within the doorway. The pier- 
arches in the nave are peculiarly broad : they consist of two 
chamfered orders, and, in consequence of the piers descend- 
ing, the western hmb of each arch is longer than the eastern, 
but the apex of each arch is strictly central. In the supposed 
repair of 1340, the walls appear to have been carried higher, 
though not so thick, and to have had inserted over the heads 
of each arch clerestory windows, three on each side ; these are 
single lights with three-foiled heads, now unfortunately blocked 
up within the modern external roof. The present inner roof 
is ceiled, and some original tie-beams, with kingpost, remain. 

Aisles. The north and south aisles arc decorated erections 
of almost precisely the same dimensions and appearance, and 
there are two windows and a doorway in the north and south 
walls respectively ; the windows are square-headed and consist 
of three lights with three-foiled heads and an external drip- 
stone. At the west end of each aisle is an elegant small Early 
English lancet, under a plain arch ; unfortunately however the 
one in the south aisle has been blocked up, 

Toicer. The inner arch of the doorway leading from the 
nave to the tower is round, and bears upon the tower surface 
some good Norman moiddings ; the northern ivall of the tower 
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is more than a foot out of the square with the other sides, and 
this bulge has a curious appearance. Tlic whole tower is 
strongly trussed with massive framing in addition to the solid 
thickness of the waUs, but thia is evidently necessary to main- 
tain in its place the tall and elegant shingle spire which sur- 
mounts the tower; that is octagonal with broaches at the 
bases, and, although it has been occasionally renewed, is in frame 
and character Decorated, and was probably first erected in 1 340. 

The tower may be said to be two stages higli ; in the lower 
stage a single round-headed light is in the north, south, and 
west sides, and in the upper or belfry stage in each of the 
four sides is a wide round-headed window divided into two 
lights by a balustre shaft. The bells are six in nimiber and 
are all modem. The buttresses are set diagonally, and are 
unusually massive and projecting; they were added in 1340, 
when possibly there was some appearance of this old Norman 
tower inclinmg westward. 

Porch. The aisle doorway, like that at the west side of the 
tower, is Decorated, as are also probably the small square- 
headed windows on each side of the porch. At the north 
end of the east wall is a small benatura for holy water ; the 
arch is a plain lancet, and the basin is square. The external 
doorway of the porch is later work, — it is uudcr a sqiiare- 
headed label, and the spandrils are charged with blank shields. 

Font. The font is new, of Per()endicular style, and is placed 
near the porch. 

Exfmor. The roofs of both chancel and nave are below 
their original pitch, as is shown by the old coping of the 
chancel and the weather moulding on the tower for the nave 
roof. The stone used is chiefly tlie sandstone found in the 
neighbourhood. An interesting feature connecting the old 
Norman Church with the present one is the original flat Nor- 
man buttress which exists at the north-east angle of the 
tower ; it is now incorporated in the wall of the aisle : there 
are traces also of a similar buttress at the south-east angle. 

In this architectical sketch of Retching Church technical 
terms have been as much as possible avoided, in the hope that 
the general archaiological description may prove sufficiently 
interesting to create au investigation into the characteristics 
of all our Sussex Churches. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 



OTUER PAROCHIAL DOCUMENTS OF EAST SUSSEX, 
BY EGBERT WILLIS BLENCOWE, ESQ., M.A. 



Before the Refonnation the Registers of the Birtha, 
Marriages, and Burials of the members of great families 
were kept in the religious houses ; but as far as the humbler 
classes were concerned, they were born, they were married, 
and they died, imrecorded and unknown. At the dissolution 
of those establishments, however, the registration was ex- 
tended to all ranks of society, and referred for execution to 
the parochial clergy. The same act which placed the Bible 
in the Enghsh language within our churches, enjoined the 
keeping of parish registers : Stow, describing this event, 
says, "This month of Sept' 1538, Thomas Cromwell, lord 
privy scale, vice-gerent to the king's highness, sent forth 
injunctions to all bishops and curates through the realme, 
charging them to see that in everic parish church the Byble, 
of the largest volume, printed in English, were placed for all 
men to readc in, and that a book of register were also pro- 
vided, and kept in everie parish church; wherein shall be 
written everie wedding, chrystcning, and burying, within the 
same parish for ever." 

Many of the earliest registers have been lost, and much the 
greater number of those now extant are what they were 
intended to be, mere records of the three great events of a 
man's hfe ; but it sometimes happened that the clergyman of 
the day made it, in addition, according to his humour, cither 
a book of notes, a record of his troubles with his parishioners, 
or a chronicle of any intercstmg event which had occurred to 
his neighbours or himself. 

Such has been the case with some of the Sussex parish 
registers, from which the following extracts have been made, 
and they arc now published, in the hope that they may be 
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I not onlj canons as gamuat wfeBmeaa ol imfindind 
tier, but intoestii^ as Sn^tntatg Ac pael condition 
and cintoms of fiar Chim^ To my frinds, dtncal and hy, 
vbo, wbenever Aej faa^« been ipfi&ed to^ Ihtc most kindly 
and rcwliily iBiited me in mj na e wAfg , I bc^ to ofler m.j 
best tbankiL Ftoa tbe Ber. S. Tvma, the Bcv. F. E. Tower. 
J. D. PoveD. £sq^ Geea^ Hoper, Esq^ and J.T. AacUand. 
Esq., 1 have K c a T t d that awaslannr which has given to this 
papa much of whatever intacst it maj possea. 

MUtXSFIKLD. 

'Die eai&st regiBtcr of this paiiah is m her K l in with the 
fallowing pr^oe : 

" In the name cf God. Ames. 

" llis book, which b now bc^im in the veaie of our Lorde 
H.ccccc.xxxTiii.. aod in the xxx*yeare df oar Lorde king 
Harrye theYHT*, sapreme bead, mderCbisI, of theChnrche 
of EDgland, imder God, here on earth. 

" God save king Hanye." 

The Rev. HeniT MitdH-B, rector of the put^ at a moidi 
later period, adds, in a note, " loc^nir annas die quo 
Henricus OrtaTiis re^^iare snsrrpit, scilKvl Apnlis Sf**;" and 
agHB, when Edward W be^ian his reign, he adds, " Anno 
> Edwaidi Sexti incipit aunos sicut antea sab Ueuiioo ;" 



a pashiit; perliaps worth noting. 
Inthesam 



e san»e spirit, but uKwe qairtij. the rwtor of Warblrtaa 
opa» his rc^sUT brom " the beigiiming of the reign of oar 
swere^ lidy Ehrabeth, bv tfc grace of God, qucote of 
England, FnuKv, and In-^Aod, d e fender of the faith of aU, 
which was the 17^ day of Xor^ , m the ycaiv of our Lcud 
1&&9, whoH I bcBMdi Qod to piuiM», and hope that she 
mw icigB hag and nway yms over «s in )oy and felidtir." 

neae p a gsa ge s . and mm as these, wvrc pmbaUv not mere 
dxttfitaons of ktral fix-ling, htil si4>mn dw^atioits <^ their 
adherence lo the principhts of the Rrf-imutlMo. which was 
thai praceediug. and to which nutny of tbdr breihiro were 
deddedly opposed.' Rel^KHis and {wm spirit, in tbitfe dar&. 
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were inflamed to the highest degree, and nowhere did it rage 
more ftiriously than in the diocese of Chichester ; tlie bishop 
of Chichester, Dr. George Day, who was raised to that see in 
1543, having placed himself at the head of those who opposed 
the movement, and having impeded it to the utmost of his 
power, 

" 1538. In the month of October, and the firste daye of 
the saide month, I christened a child, whose name is called 
Charlys." 

" In the saide month, and the ix''' day thereof, I buried a 
child of the rayning sickness, whose name was called Pariiell 
Carvell." 

" Item, I also biiried John Hayman, the xiii daye of 
October, of the rayning sickness." 

This probably was what was called the sweating sickness, 
which proved so fatal in England, at various times, during this 
century. It made its first appearance in England in 1485, 
occurred again in 1517, and raged with fatal efl'ect in 1551. 
Bishop Kenuctt desci'ibes it as " a new, strange, and violent 
disease; for, if a man were attacked therewith, he died or 
escaped within nine hours ; if he took cold, he died within 
three hoiu^ ; if he slept within six hours (as he should be de- 
sirous to do), he died raving ;" it seems to have chiefly attacked 
men of the strongest constitution and in the prime of hfe. 

all chrj-gteiiingB, nEililings, aiid buriali." Tbe bisliap <if Chichester obeyed, Ihoogh lerj 
tductMiil}', the directions tbu were given to tiiiu. unlil the order came out iu 15&D to 
change the Bllan into communion tablea, trbcn he pasitivel; rcAiBed to go anf further. 
" That which gave the council the first occasion agunit Dny, bishop of Cliieheat«r, was 
partly his refusal to romply with the order for chaoging the altars into tables, lud parti; 
hit going down into his diocese, and there preacliing against it. and other matters of that 
nature, then in Station, to (he rarsjng of dangeroas tumults and discontents among the 
people. This came to the council's ears, and on the 7th of Octolier, Dr. Cox, tbe king's 
■Imoner, was ordered to repair into Sussei, to appease tbe people by hii good doctrine, 
which were now troubled through the seditious preaching of the bishop of Chichester and 
others." The bishop naa terenil times lummoued before the council and reasoned witli, 
but in »ain. and he and the bishop of Worcester were committed to tlie Fleet, where 
he rcmuned nine months, and he was deprived of his see. At the end of that time his 
health failing, he was sent (o the bishop of Ely. who was directed to " use him as to 
Christian eharitj should he most seemly, at whose hands the king doubted not but he 
■bonld receive such Chriitiao advice as would tend to the glory of God." In Queen Mary's 
days he was restored lo bis bishopric, and Iwcame "a mighty huay man." (Strypc's 
Mem. of Craamcr, vol. i. p. 330.) 



L 
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" Item, the xxiiii day of the said month 1 weddyed one 
Robert Shatforthe and Richard Pennywoldc." 

" 1551. Johannes Norman renatua erat. j™ 

" Stephanus Dobson iindn baptismatis ablntus erat. ^M 

" Symomis Kiddar baptizatus erat." ^B 

"Thomas Jeckett et Joanna Mepham sacramcntaliter "^ 
matrimonium contraxerunt 29 mensis Junii." 

" Moritius Barbarie et Etbeldreda Lucas sacramentaliter 
matrimonium contraxerunt 10 die mensis praidicti." 

The register of the marriage aud of the christening of his 
child, by the rector of Staplehurst, in Kent, in 1548, will 
best explain the meaning of these terms. " Magister Ricbarde 
Beseley, saerte theologite professor, ac serenissimi et illus- 
trissimi felicis memorise principis Henrici Octavi, nuper 
regis strenuissimi et metuendissimi sacellans, necnon rector 
hujus ecclcsiBe et ecclesiastes, Janam Lcnarde, orphauani, 
virginem pauperculara, pudicam et honestam, matrimonio 
solemuizato, sibi accepit in conjugem, vicessiitio quarto die 
Martii." * 

"1549. The ninth day of June, being Whitsunday, (wherein 
the booke of the Common Prayer and administration of the 
sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies of the Churche, 
after the use of the Churche of England, began to be executed,) 
there was first baptised Marie, the daughter of Ricbarde, 
parsone of this parish churche, bom the last Thursday, of his 
lawful wife Jane ; who were married the yeare before, and in 
the first day that the holy communion, in the Englishe tongue 
(after the order that now is), was there ministered; they both, 
with others, most humblye and devoutlie communicating the 
same. The parsone clmstened his own childe." 

The words " lawful wife," here used, have a significant 
meaning; for, in those days, men's opinions were much 
divided as to the lawfulness of a priest's marrying, and the 
power to do so was slowly and reluctantly given by the. 

' Tliii term implies the wriler'a Bdhennce to the opinion of tbe BBcramcnti] natim I^H 
matrimony, though no longer suictioned in Edward the Sixth's time, 

' For thoe, and for other curious extracts from the register of Stajilehural lam indeed 
In the kindneii of the Rev. G. M. Cooper. 
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legislature ; and those priests who marric<i took especial care 
to declare their right to do so. 

" 1551. Buried Peter, a Frenchman." 
" 1557. Buried Peter Gagge, Gnllus." 
" 157U. Buried John, a Dutchman." 

There arc many other entries, recording the burials of 
foreigners, who doubtless were workmen at the forges where 
cannon were made, in which art they were cimning artificers, 
and such is the case generally through the Weald of Sussex. 
In the Frant register foreign names frequently occur, and in 
1574 John Edmund, alias Manner, a Frenchman, is stated to 
have been " mmthered." Mugglewickes, a corruption pro- 
bably of some Dutch or German name, often appears there : 
within a few years a family at Warbleton, whose real name 
was Roberts, were known by the name of Calles, a corruption 
of Calais, from which place, tradition says, they originally came. 

" Nov. 1576, 25th. Was baptised Jane Kydder, daughter 
of John Kydder, by Jane Watniouth, in tbe house of the 
said John Kydder." * 

" An extent of the forest of Ash Downe, made in tbe year 
of our Lord 157G, concerning the parson of Maresfield, as 
foUoweth. — Imprimis, the parson of Maresfield ought to have, 
by ancient custome, 1 6 kyne and one bull during the whole 
yeare, and to have 20 hoggcs acquitt from pannage, for the 
whole yeare (where the prior of Milcheham hath his kyne). 

* •• Nam tum teoiporis, hoc jam morituro infante, concuiit Eccleaia, quod et cogiioatt 
dcfendit in PoUlia lak Hooker, ail eoim Jane rectoris uxor." Sucii is Ihc comiueiil a( 
tilt Rev. Henry Mitchell, rector of Maresfield. and aflcrwarda vicar of Brightoii, where lie 
died in the year 1789. Ue wai a man of bigh cliaracter as a clergymaa and a Bchulai. 
The foUoving story of a hroken heart ia interesting ia itself, and told in very good Latin. 
"Buried. Dec. 16tli, 1742, Mrs. Mary Rolfe, of Ru.iled. aged 19, and Mr. James Atkinson. 
of London. ' Quorum memoria, ut posteris tradalur dignisaima, cum inter eos amor 
iDutuuB interceuiaset, nee jam longe abesae videretur nymemeos, puella graviter Kgrotavit. 
Die Luadini nuntium accipieus trialem, (nam Hii habilabal. inter pnblicanos r^os portoria 
exigeni,) ad Buxted celerrimc adcurril. et Anudam jam murli proumam oSendit. Qua: 
tamen. illo viso, animam jianliBper rcvocana, duos tolos dies cootrik omnium ofHiiionem 
eontinuit, in quibui ille ad lectum aasiduv sedchat, dbum potumque olistinato animo 
Mgiclens. Die Domiiuco. ad respo^m eiantlavlt ilia, ille ad lectum in cnbiculo sua Kgro, 
delatu) est. Ibi perpetnfi gemeni, mortem optana, die Jovii, eiidem horfi qufi elata est, et 
ipse voti compos est faclui : dies Bane funeitiu, eoque (uncsiiur, quoil tiuuc nuptiis auis 
dalinavenuil, qito hie obiic, ilia sepnlta est.' " 
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*■ Item, tlie cliaplaine of Maresficld ought to have in the 
forest, by ancient custorae, 15 kine and one bull, ou the south 
side of Leabrooke duryage the yeare, and also with eustome. 
and if they so trausgresse bounds, pardonable, and 20 hogges, 
by ancient eustome, aiid acquitt of pannage ; and shall have 
houscboote, hayeboote, heathboote, and wood for the fire, ' 
deliverance of the master of the forest." 



m 



(Signed by 16 witnesseaj 

" 1579. Was baptised Joan Birmingham, the daughter oT 
John Birmingham and Joan his wife, by tlie midwife at home, 
and it was buried on the 20th day.' Thomas Rofe baptised 
by Mr. cupper of Marshalls." 

Thus, in the registers of Marestield there are cases of lay- 
baptism performed by the minister's wife, a midwife, and a 
layman ; and in that of Ilorstead-Keynes there is one recorded 
in which the ceremony was performed by a " Mr, Griffin, a 
person unknowne." The ceremony was necessarily a short 
one, and only permitted in cases of great necessity, and this 
was tlie order of it, " Let them that be present call upon God 
for liis grace, and say the Lord's Prayer if the time will 
suffice, and then one of them shall name the child, and dip 
him in the water, or pour water upon him, saying, ' I baptise 
thee in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.' " A child so baptised was not to be baptised again in 
church, but if the child lived it was ordered to be brought to 
church, that inquiry should be made as to the manner in 
which it had been baptised, and if the answers were unsatis- 
factory and "they could not tell what they did or said in 
their great fear and trouble of mind," the child was again 
baptised by the priest, with these words, "If thou be not 
baptised already, 1 baptise thee in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost;" and this continued to be 
the practice, till it was ordered to be discontinued after the con- 
ference at Hampton Court in the reign of James I. 

' In ihc registerb of liurials of several pnrisho, iind particulwly in that of Frant, wliere 
it frequently occun, children are Bomelinics called Chryaomcm. lueanitig Biich children u 
died within the niotith afltT ihcir birth, during wliich time they used 
ur the while eintli whtcli is [>ut an B nenly-baiitiscd child. 
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The following extract from the Roman Ritual proves how 
vitally important this sacrament was considered in the Roman 
Catholic Church, and surely their doctrine and their practice 
were far more reasonable and consistent than that of many in 
the present day, who conceding the LmportaDce of it allow 
perhaps a mouth to pass away before it is admmistered." 
" Nemo in utero niatris clausiis baptizari debet, sed si infaiis 
caput emiserit, et periculum mortis immineat baptizetur in 
caplte, nee postea si vivus evaserit, iterura baptizetur ; at si 
aliiid membrum emiserit, quod vitalem indicat motum, in illo 
si periculum pendeat, baptizetur." (Rom. Rit. quoted in Bum's 
Regist.) 

The midwife, on whom in cases of need this duty generally 
devolved, was considered an important person by the Church, 
and was not allowed to exercise her oflBce until she had been 
duly examined, and licensed to do so by the bishop or ordi- 
nary or his chancellor or commissary ; and such indeed she 
was considered at a comparatively late period, as the following 
extracts from the Form of a License granted in 1675 testifies, 

" Thomas Eston, knight, doctor of laws, commissary general, 
lawfully constituted of the right worshipful the dean and 
chapter of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, in London ; to 
our beloved in Christ, Anne Voule, the wife of Jacob Voule, 
of the parish of St. Giles's, Cripplegate, scndeth greeting in 
our Ixjrd God everlasting : Whereas, by due examination of 
diverse, honest, and discreet women, we have found you apt 
and able, cunning and experte, to occupy and exercise the 
office, business, and occupation of midwife ;" then follows the 
appointment, and amongst many wise and humane rules for 
her conduct she is thus exhorted ; " You are to be diligent, 
faithful, and ready to help every woman travelling of chUd, as 
well the poor as the rich, and you shall not forsake the poor 
woman and leave her to go to the rich ; you shall in no wise 
exercise any manner of witchcraft, charms, sorcery, invocation, 
or other prayers, than such as may stand with Gods laws, 
and the kings ;" and it concludes thus, " Item, you shall not 
be privy to or consent that any priest or other party shall in 

' Long ifter (he IMomulion it vet; nrely happened thit more Ibsn two days were 
■llowed to eUpse between Ibe birth of a child anil ila bapilini. 



260 EXTRACTS FKOM 

your absence, or yoiir company, or of your knowledge or saf- 
ferance, baptise any child by any mass, Latin service, or 
prayers than such as are appointed by the laws of the Church 
of England ; neither shall you consent that any child borne 
by any woman, who shall be dehvcred by you, shall be carried 
away without being baptised in the parish by the ordinary 
minister where the said child is bom. IGth day of May, 
1675." ' In a certificate of much earlier date, namely, in 
1579, a midwife, Eleanor Peard, is called upon to make 
oath in addition to these and many other articles, " that she 
will use pure and clear watex only, and not any rose or 
damask water or water made of any confection." 

At bishops' visitations, the form of summoning all phy- 
sicians, surgeons, schoolmasters, and midwives, to appear and 
shew by what authority they practise and exercise their several 
offices, is still adhered to. 

" 1664. Baptised, Ursula Morgan, the first child baptised 
afler the new fashion." 

The old custom of baptism was by immersion, but aspersion 
or sprinkling was allowed if the child was weak, and the 
practice of administering the sacrament in this way was 
gencmlly introduced by our divines, when they returned from 
the Continent in Queen Elizabeth's time ; indeed during the 
latter part of her reign, and those of James the First's and 
Charles the First's, very few children were dipped at the font. 
After the Restoration the old practice was again gradually 
introduced, which is probably that alluded to above.^ 

' For tccea to thia mi other interesttng documeata I un indebted to Ihe kindnesi of 
Cieorge tluper, Esq. 

' See King EdiTtird Ibe Sixth's Books of Common Prayer, and WhnUlcr on Common 
Prayer. In the parish regialer of IliUingdoD, in Middlesex, there is the loUonHiig entry: 
•■ Bniitised, Elizabeth, the daughter of William Pratt, Feb. 25th, 1671 ; the first that in 
eleven yearg was baptised with water in the foot, the cusioni being in this place to baptise 
out of a bason, after the presbjleriiin manner, only set in the font, vhich I could never get 
reformed, till 1 had gotten a new clerk, John Brown, who presently did wlut 1 appointetl 
to be done." Thia and several other cases which have been introduced into this p^ier are 
taken from a very curious work published in lfl29, and now out ot |jriiit, called the 
' Registnim Ecclesta: Parochialii. by John Soutlierden Burn.' I aiu obliged to Mr. Sula, 
ot Cheapside, the pubUsber, for the loan of tlic work. 
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" William Sumers, Parish Clarke of Buckated above 20 
years. A man endued with many good things, a very rare 
singer, when the Organs were up in Bucksted Church, who 
was buried on the 30th of August, in the yeare of our Lord 
1558. He lies buried in the North Quu-e, beside where the 
Organ stood." 

In some of the parishes of Sussex, where the Puritans pre- 
vailed, the people broke open the churches, and tore down 
the images and ornaments, committing great havoc, and pro- 
bably this was the case with the organs in Buxted church. 
An outrage of a very serious character is recorded by Strype 
as having occurred at Hailsham in 1558. "In the latter end 
of March the parish church of llaylesham, in Sussex, was 
spoiled, and that by the inhabitants of the town, whereof 
Thos. Bishop and John Thatcher, Justices of the Peace, made 
complaint to Sir Richard Sackville. This, whatever it was 
they had done, was styled by the Council a ' heinous dis- 
order,' and Sir Nicholas Pelliam and Sir Edward Gage were 
called to their assistance to arrest the ringleaders." ^ 

"A true copye of the wrytinge, whereunto the Minister of 
Buckstede and the Swomemen '" have sett their hands for 
witnesses, as it standeth in record in the Church booke of 
the Church Wardens, touching the submission of Walter 
Cuslmian, of Buckstede, before he was admitted to the Holy 
Communion, how he submitted and humbled himselfe to the 
Queens Majesty's proceedings." 

" Whereas Walter Cushman, of Buxstede, hath these three 
years last past been presented divers tymcs by the Church 
Wardens and Swomemen, being honest men that favoured 

' Strype's Annals of the Refommtion. 

'" Swomcmcin, or Sidesmen, « comipCion of Synodsmen, u (hey were more generally 
railed, were as>L)>taat eliurchwardeni. They were auiiiraoned by the bishops to attend 
the Synods, and their duty was to give informBtion ai to the state of the morals and the 
conduct of the clergy and parishioners ; someliines they were called Queatmen, and they 
were bound to present all heretica and oilier irregular persons. They were chosen yearly 
in Easter week, Irom among the most respectable of the inhahitanli, by the minister miii 
parishioners. They itjll eiiit in some of (he parishes in London, hut are. 1 believe, 
cntuely disused in this part of the country. 
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the laws of God and the Queens Majestys proceedings, and 
also by Henry Mouuqucs, Minister of Buckstedde, and a 
preacher, for divers sundry causes touched in her Majestys 
injunctions, vid°, That the sayd Walter Cushman mayntayned 
divers Popish errors, as of thi3 corporal presence in the sacra- 
ment, images, and other Popish opinions." 

" That he carried about a Popish book touching the cor- 
poral presence in the sacrament, which he confessed." 

" That he was not only suspected, but also proved, and 
himself hath confessed, to have carried letters between Papist 
and Papist in the tyme of the Queens Majestys danger, by 
treason by the 14 notorious trayters.""* 

" That he led his horse up and down in the church, and 
about the Communion table in the chancel."" 

" That he was known to be a contemner and abuser of 
ministers, and especially now of late of Mr. Monuques, by 
sundry malitious and opprobrious words against him, ' 

" That he was known to be a seditious person, breeding 

" Thi« wai Bibington's conapiiuc;'. 

" So thMl the table haci evidently been detached from the w«ll. The first public onler 
for the removal of allara and Ibe lubatitutina of tablet wa> contained in a letter Crum K. 
Edward VI, subBcribed by tbc Protector Somerecl, the archbishop of Canlerburj, and 
otbera, to Bishop Ridley, in which be ifu direeied to remove them, and " to order lablei 
to be placed in some coavenient part of the chancel, to lerre for (be adntimstratioa of the 
bleaaed eommutiion." Thi* order waa carried into eieculion in some inilancet very iir*- 
vereatl;. md in 1S59 an order was made " Ibat no altar ahould be taken down but bf 
orenight of the curate and cbiirchwardeDB, and without riot and disorder; and that 
the table be dccciitlj made, ud wt in Ibe place where tbe altar stood, and ao lo itond 
but when the communiDQ thotild be celebrated, and then it should be pUced within the 
chaneel, bo that the minister might more conveniently he heard of (be commnnicantt, and 
the communicants in more coiiveniencj' and number communicale with the tninistir," 
" Many disorders," saya Heyltn, " grew up in the officiating tbe litiirgie, and unto thcae 
tlie change of altars into tables gave no small increase, as well by reason of some differ- 
enc«s which grew amongst tbe ministers theiDselves npon ibat occasion." Of cour^ the 
Roman CalhoUes took full ad\-antage of Ibis. " \t'hile, bishop of Lincoln, chargeth it 
upon Bishop Ridley (lo omit his prnphanc calling of the Lord's (able, in what posture 
■oever situated, by the name of an Oyster Board), that when their table was constituted 
tbey could never be content in placing the same, now east, now north, now one way, now 
another ; nntill it pleased God, of his goodness, to place it quite out of tbc church." And 
Weit«n, Prolocutor of the Convocation in the reign of Queen Msrf, told Latimer, in a 
disputation with him, " Ibal Ihe Protestants, having turned their table, were like a com- 
pany of apes, that knew not which way to turn tbdr tails." " To remove this scandal, 
the rubric was resolved upon by wbieh the minister who officiate) was pwotcd to a certaui 

k place, ud Ibe north side was thought fitter than any other."— (Hejiin's History of 4^^h 
Hefbrniation, p. 106.) ^^^^| 
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mischiefe betweene iieighbours, and threatning the sworne- 
men for doing their duty according to their oath." 

" That he was a disturber of divine service by talking and 
laughinge in the church, and specially in the time of the 
sermon." 

" That he paid not the poor, nor to the repai-atioc of the 
church, nor to the clarkca wages, as he ought." 

" That he hath not receaved these three years at Bucksted, 
and hath taken his oath lately that he durst not receave for 
fear of poysoniug." 

"At the request of some of the queens officers, Walter 
Cushman, upon his reconciliation, was receaved and admitted 
to the Lord's supper June 2d, 15S8, being Trinity Sundaye." 

There are many other cases of presentment in the records 
of the visitations, not only for offences against morality, but 
for that of not receiving the sacrament, and for neglecting the 
offices of the Chiu'chi as for instance, in 1682, John Reade, 
John Stone, Rich" Golding, and John Brandon were presented 
for not coming to church according to law, and for keeping 
meetings in their houses contrary to law. Thos. Bull and his 
wife were presented for not having their three younger chil- 
dren baptised ; and Thos. Hewson, the minister of IVamfield, 
being presented as an offender to the bishop, " apparuit et 
agnovit" that he had given the sacrament without wearing a 
surplice. 

The leading horses into churches was a common mode 
adopted by the papists of insulting the reformers. "Sacred 
places," says Strype in his ' Memorials of Cranmer,' " set apart 
for divine worship were now (in 11348) greatly profaned, and 
so probably they had been before by ill-custom. For in many 
churches, cathedrals as well as others, and especially in 
London, many frays, quarrells, riots, and blood-shcddiugs 
were committed. They used commonly to bring horses and 
mules into and through churches, and shootmg off hand-guns, 
making the same, which were properly appointed to God's 
service and common prayer, hke a stable or common inn, or 
rather a sink of all unchrysteness." And among the articles 
set forth by Craiuner to be inquired of in the visitations within 
the diocese of Canterbury, one of tliem is, " Whether any have 
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used to commune, jangle, and talk in the church, in the time of 
common prayer, reading of the homilly, prcacliing. rcadiog, 
or declaring the Scripture," 

Those of our forefathers who approved not of sermons were 
not satisfied with the system of passive resistance, wliidi 
occurs occasionally at present in the form of slumber, or of 
(juietly walking out of the church, which sometimes happens. 
The pulpit then was to a certain extent what the press is now; 
it reflected and directed and occasionally opposed itself to the 
feelmgs of the people, in which case the preacher sometimes 
met with most discourteous treatment. When Bonner, 
preaching at Paul's Cross, vcntm-ed to attack the measurea 
and conduct of Edward VI, murmurs first arose, then caps 
were hurled in the air, a dagger was thrown at lura, and he 
was obliged to fly for refuge into St. Paul's school. To 
descend to later times, when Dr. Barrow got into the pulpit 
of St. Andrew's, Jewry, the whole congregation were so dis- 
turbed by his rough appearance, that, save Richard Baxter 
and two or three, they left the church : on another occasion 
when preaching at Westminster Abbey, the hour allowed for 
the sermon having expired, and a multitude of i)eo|)le having 
as usual assembled to view the interior, the attendants, deter- 
mined not to lose their fees, caused the organ to be struck up 
against him and fairly blew him out of the pulpit. Perhaps 
the greatest comphment ever paid to a sermon is that recorded 
by Sir J. Jekyl: he says, " I wa.s present (when Dr. Burnet 
preached) and when the author had preached out an hour* 
glass, he took it up and held it aloft in his hand, and then 
tiuTied it up for another hour, upon which the audience, a veij 
large one for the place, set up almost a shout for joy." '* 




" 1593. Adi-ian, the son of Keate Penning, of the r 
Maighfield, at the earnest request of the suyde FeniB 
as also with the goodwill and approbation of Mr. CarletoS, 
pastor of Maighfield aforcsiud, in consideration of the nearness 
of the place, as also the weakness of the cJiild, was bapti 
the 25th of March." 

Then follows a happy instance of combination in 
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for a holy purpose. " Because God hath commanded us to 
have a care, that the sabbath daye be kept holy, both by 
ourselves and otliers, as farre as we are able, therefore upon 
consideration that the Lord's day hath been manie and divers 
wayes prophaned by unlawful meetings and feaatinga for 
manie yeares past, we, whose names are undersigned, doe give 
our consente, that for the time to come the parish feast (com- 
monly called Yon faull) shall be kept upon St. James his day, 
except it fall upon the Sabbath ; and then it may, and must 
be kept, if it be kept at all, upon the next day following ; and 
tlius desiring God to remember us in his goodnesse, as we 
desire to keep this daye in holinesse after the example of 
Nehemiah and his people, Neh. ch. 10, v. 13, we set to our 
hands this 2d day of Januarie, a.d. 1613." Signed W" Smart, 
minister at Buxtede, and thirty-seven others. 

" 1666. Ricliai"d Bassett, the old clarke of this parish, who 
had continued in the offices of clarke and sexton for the space 
of 43 years, whose melody warbled forth as if he had Ijccn 
thumped on the back with a stone, was buried the 20th of 
Sept. 1666." '3 



1584. June 12th, was baptised Robert Smith, son of 
, the childe being baseborn in the parish of West- 



field, and the mother did bring the childe to the church 
herself, it being eight weeks old, and this was done in the 
presence of William Dicker of Buxtede, Edward Catt of 
Witliyham, and many otliers." Ayde on Highe and Joyc in 
Sorrowe arc the names conferred upon their children by their 
grateful parents, bom under happier circumstances, in the 
church at Isfield. 

^ Many such nnrbler? may BtiJI be beard in tbe Weald of Sunex. A few yean tince, 
a Boe organ was put up in a neighbouring parish-church, the gift of s liberal resident, anil 
tu the satiibctioa of some, but to (he regret of mnnf, the old band uf warbleri hu 
hafiied and Btleneed by it. A fricud of tlic editur eongratulating a neighbour on the event 
fouud no raponuve feeling there, though be candidly aduulted tliot things were not quite 
jierfect : " You sec. Miss, our quire is got a little out of wrti ; therea (dd Jeemes Comber, 
he's been at it sixty year or more, he shoitld Imuw what ling^ng ii, and he n ould get on 
pretty well if Joe Jenkins didn't keep a boffling of him with his cbuianet, and then thcETCs 
Master Mitchell he rioea ilo tu Uic ullciiuisl, but when tlierr's snylhiug tlinl uauti tu goo 
\ay higli, tlieu liis cough cuiucs." 
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In the Frnnt register there is this entry, 1556. '* Baptised 
Thomas, a bastiird ; the vicar of Wadhurst was his god-father." 

"lO.'SS. Baptised, Susan, daughter of Anth' Blackmore, 
of Linfirld, by niason of grcate waters, they could not carry 
it to their owne parish, lino eodemque die, Nov. 10th, Mary 
ViTmll, ibiiightcr of Thos. Verroll, was baptised by reason (h 
a iniglity flood, so that they might iiot safely goe to their 
own churoh." 

" Carohis aecundus Dei gratia Magnse BritanniEe Ffrancis 
i!t IlilKimiu! rex, tTanaticoruin quoruudam vi ex regno suo 
drtrusuB in exiHo injustissinio exactis duodecim annis, ad suoa 
Ijondinuni rediit maximocum omnium gaudio Maii 29, 1660, 
8UO ipsius natali die." '* 

" Carohis 2'''" Rex noster serenissimua corona Angliee &c. 
redimitus April 23d, die B. Geor. dicat a.d. l()6I,faxit Deua 
ut i«)9t seram buatamque aenectutem aetema donatua sit 
Amen." 

" Richardua filius Richardi Wilkin rectoris Neovic" el 
FliTiabelha! conjugis ejus obiit 3"° die, sepultus eat 5" die 
Martii an. Doni. 1064. 

Chnre I ecd mviileo, sine me Gli ibis in umam : 
Hei mihi, quoJ patri nan licet ire tuo ! " 

2 Snm. 18. 33. 



" Ephemeria aive R«gistnim Calcndare Ecclesite de Maigbt- 
field, Suaaex, deinceps a xiu" Maii in anno Dom. Cio — t^ 
LXXX IX. Una pagina sepiilturas et matriraonium, altera 
baptismata continet." 

" March 29, 1G02. At two of ye clock in the morning die4 
that famous Prince ye peaceable and glorious mourning mothca 
of the Church in her daica Queene Elizabeth." 

" 1611. Upon the Saboath daye, bcinge the 15th daye of 

'* In tlieiame i|Mril, the rector of Barton Segrave, iii Nortbamptonghire, record* tliN 
happy etccit ! ■■ Memoruiduni in pcrpelmim." King Charles ihe Scconii (after tnelve yeui' 
eiile) ytu by h miracle of mercy reslorpci to hi* Ihree kiugdanu, his undonbted n^ttL 
May 29(h, 1060. Soli Deo Gloria. W. H, ^^ 
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Maye, about 8 o'clock in the niglit arose a great fire in the 
house of Tho9. Stephen, at the west end of Mayfield towne, 
and burnt downe buth his house and the next house adjoining, 
and sett on fire another house and also a barne. The fire 
by God's providence was put out, the whole towne being in 
great danger, by reason of the violeuce of the wind, which 
then was towards the west." 

" Anno Dom. 11)26. In the former part of this summer 
there was an extraordinary great fall of raine, and apparent 
danger of famine, whereupon a publicke faste was proclaimed 
throughout the kingdome to be kept on the 2d of August, 
which accordingly being performed, it pleased the Lord in 
great mercy, the very same daye to send a comfortable sunshine, 
and after that very seasonable and faire harvest weather, the 
like whereof has seldom been with so little intermission or 
mixture of raine, herein verifying his promise, Psalm I — 
" Thou shalt call upon race in the time of trouble and I will 
deliver thee." Our duty followeth, "and thou shalt glorily 
mee." Movm ©ep S6^a. '* 

" 1628. Luke Merchant, sonne of Richard being about one 
yeare old, was baptised with the consent of John KlHatt, of 
Rotherfield, who was grandfather unto the sayd infant by the 
mother's ayde ; the parents both obstinately refusing." 

"1629. OneWill.Dukc, servant to Jas. Aynscombe, drowned 
himself on the 2Sth April, but was not buried with Christian 
burial. Lord suffer us not to be tempted above our power !" 

So strictly was this rule enforced in cases of suicide, that 
in the following instance at Granchester, in Cambridgeshire, 
where the very statement of the case seems to prove insanity, 
it was carried into effect. " Edwardus Ward, infans Edwardi, 
cujus mater cum ferro inhumanissime eum interfecit, eodemque 
tempore et instrumento eudem seipsam vita spoliavit. Infans 
in cemeterio est sepnitus ; mater vero, quasi Christiana sepul- 
tura indigna, sepulta fuit in agro, 1640." In the register of 
Frant there is a still stronger case in which the party had been 
declared insane by the coroner's inquest : " Dunstau Fordman 
was interred without the service of the Church, having laid 
violent hands on hunself, and having been retmned by the 
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jury " non compos mentis. 
IS recorded that in 1663 



lu the register of Blatchington rl 
Sarah Reyuolds, servant, came tc 
an untimely ende, as it was thought. May the 1st at night, 
for from that time shee was not scene living, and shee wat 
then found in a pond at the lower end of the parish ; shee wat 
laid in the ground the 6th of June." And such, too, wm 
the case at Newhaven, when a mother whose child had died 
and waa buried, and who drowned herself two days after- 
wards in the harbour, was refused Christian burial.'^ TIk 
law and the practice is laid down in the case of poor Ophelia"' 

" Caertet. — What ceremony else? 

" Prietl. — Her obscqiuca have been as far enlarged 

As wc have warranty ; her death was doubtful ; 

And, that but great command o'ersways the order 

She should io ground unstinctified have lodged 

Till the last trumpet ; for charitable prayers. 

Shards, flints and pebbles, should be thrown on her ; 

Yet here she is allowed her virgin crants, 

Her maiden atrewments, and the bringing home 

Of bell and burial. 

-Must there no more be done ? 

No more be done I 

We shoiUd profane the service of the dead 

To sing a requiem and such rest to her 

As to peace parted souls." 
1646. " I being called upon to the assembly of divines did 
offer to give up bJJ the tythcs due from the parishioners foi 
the niayntcnance of a minister ; but through the backward- 
ness of many in not paying their dues {and it may be) by the 
negligence of some in not being active to proems a fit man 
for the place, and to give him encouragement, there waa 
no constant minister for some time, and afterwards divert 
changes, so that the register was neglected for divers yeares. 
"Jo. Matnard." '^ 

" " Maria filia DioBiaii Biilwee biplizata fiiit nnderimo die Mutii, sepolta fiiit viea- 
simo Becando." " Uxor DionisU Bgilwee voluanri^ mersa fuit in portu dtdmo septinM 
die." There ia no record of her buriil. 

" It it recorded in the registeiof Weedon, in NorthRmptonshire, in 1619, that wbe* 
the penon excommunjcated was buried by his relalians in (he night time the church wu 
inlerdlcled for a fortnight. 

" " John M«}-nard,eite£nicdbylhoseof his persuasion an eminent and judicious Divine, 
was bom of a genteel family in Sussex : he iKcame a commoner of Queen'a Cullege \M 
1616, vhence be tranafem^d himself to Magdalen HaU. In 1GG2, he took the degtea 
of Uuter of Artt aa a compoimder, entered in holy orden. and at length became vicar tt 
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WIVELSFIELD. 



Far worae than this was the conditiou of the parish of 
Wivelsfield in those days of contest and confusion. The 
tithes, both great and small, of that parish, belonged to a 
Mr. More, of Morehouse, whose predecessors had received them 
by grant from the crown, on the dissolution of the monastery 
of Lewes, previous to which the church had been supphed by 
a lay reader, " who sotuetiines, on a holiday, came over to 
read a homily." During the time of the rebellion and the 
Protectorate, the chnrch, which had before been supplied by 
students provided by the family of Mr. More, had been filled 
successively by a Presbyterian jack-maker, a drummer, and at 
the time the following correspondence commenced the pulpit 
was occupied by a maltman. Mr. More, reasonably objecting 
to this state of things, had withheld the supplies, and, upon 
the restoration, the letters which passed between Dr. Henry 
King, the bishop of Chichester, and the Squire of Wivelsfield, 
prove that he was a man of talent and education, and probably 
not far inferior to the country gentlemen of the present day. 

'^ " To his very loving friend Thomas More, this letter 
to be delivered. 
" Sir, — A petition hath been delivered against you to his 
Majesty, by the inhabitants of the parish of Wivelsfield, that 
showeth the want of a minister among them for the space of 
three years last past ; that though raised in their tythes by 
you their impropriator, no allowance for a minister hath been 
made them, which was not omitted by yourself or your ances- 
tors for above forty years before these unsettled times ; through 
which neglect, their children and servants, wanting instruction 

Miugbfield, ia bit own county ; but vben the rebellian broke out he shewed himielf more 
□r A Puritan, ind prencheil ntlh more liberty; whereupon, being appointed one of the 
Aisembly of Divines, he took the Covenant, held forth sereral times before the members erf 
the Long ParUament, had other prefenueala, I presume, bealowed upou him ; and, in 1654, 
he was appointed one of Ibe aaiiatants to the commissioners for the ejection of aueb whom 
thef called ignorant and scandalous minister! and scboolmaslers. He was the author of 
■creral pablished ■ennons, and of a work called ■ The Young Man's Remembrancer and 
the Old Man's Friend.' " (Wood's AthcniE Oxonicnsc*,) 

" For this interesting corregpoudence I have to return my best tlianks to I. T. 
Auckland, Esq., who fumithed me isilb the original manuscript of Mr. More. 
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ill the groiinda and principles of religion, and nursed in 
ignoranci', have been forced to wander into other parishes." 
• * • " He then calls upon bim " to settle an orthodox 
minister with a coni|K!tent raayntenance ; and thus T recom- 
mend you to God's blessing, and do write myself your loving 
friend, " Hbn" CHicuESTEa."^^ 

" These, to the Right Rev. Tather in God, Hemy, ^^| 
bishop of Chichester : — ^^H 

" My Lord, — As I cannot but be affected with his majesty's 
most pious desires and yours, that the Clnm;h of Eugland 
should be furnished with a pious and learned ministry ; and 
that as a means conducing thereunto, a mayntenance in all 
places should be settled on them, apportionable to the dignity 
and utility of their office, sufficient for their vindication from 
contempt, and for encouragement to industry, soe I coufesse 
myself not a little surprised at the lumeighbourly attempts of 
some of the inhabitants of Wivelslield, whereby they endea- 
voiu" to devolve the whole burden on my shoulders. * » * 

" Your lordship liiiows that if I can produce greater 
evidences than the word of a gentleman and the conjectural 
testimony of my adversaries, that the tythcs of Wivelsfield 
belong to me without exception or reserve, in as ample a manner 
as any tythes appertayne to any gentleman in Englandc; though 
persuasion may doe much, there is no law as yet extant can 
enforce me to submit to my fellow parishioners in this case, 
nor ia there reason that there should, till one be established 
soe comprehensive as to take in all the laymen in England 
besydes myselfe. 

" My lord, my grandfather before me, and myselfe, out of 
the natural addiction we had to a scholar's company, and the 
respect we bore to a divine function, did uninterruptedly eu- 
tertayne some student as a companion, to whom we did not 
only show the civility of a gentleman, but in consideration of 
his office in the parish, we allowed some salary, not out of 
necessity, but as we always hoped, out of charity, till the late 
sad times, when the sword was supreme arbiter in all cases, 
both ecclesiastical and civil. * * * 

" Many of my good neighbours were such good friends to 
the Church of England as not only to suffer but to introduce 
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an unlearned and uuordayned niaultman to be their minister, 
■who endeavoured to compel me to raa}'ntayne him, by giving 
him over all the tithes, whom I judged worthy of none." 

He concludes by stating "that in submission to his majesty's 
holy desires, I am ready to entertayne a minister as formerly, 
allowing him ' a noble salary,' on condition that he be of my 
own election, without stint or limitation, subject to the ■ 
approval of his lordship." 

Doubtless it was one of the silenced students wlio wrote 
this plaintive farewell on the outer leaf of the register : — 
''Xaipere vvv, tf>[\oi, vvv yAp ai/ydv BeV 

Here perhaps it may be allowed to introduce a few of those 
"querela," with which the arrival of intrusive ministers else- 
where are recorded. In the register of East Lavant, there is 
this account of one : — 

" 29"' Oct'. 1653. llich* Batsworth was approved of, and 
sworn to be parish minister for the sayd parish, according to 
an act of parliament in the case made and provided. 

" 11° BOUGHTON." 

" He was a man of low stature, very violent for the rebels, 
end a plunderer of the royalists, particularly of the Morley 
family. He had some learning, a great deal of chicanery, 
though seldom more than one coat, which for some time he 
wore the wrong side out (its right side was seen only on 
Sundays), till it was almost worn out, and then he had a new 
one, which he used in the same manner." 

The death of a silenced rector of Staplehurst is thus recorded 
in the register of that parish, in the year 1642, — " Johannes 
Browne, rector ct egrcgie doctus, sed oppidanorum injuriis, ct 
temporum infelicitate scquestratusabecclesia,suum infortunium 
deplorans, inimicorum raalitiam condonans, Staplehursti quam- 
vis indigno pacem ac salutem exoptans, mortem obiit June 6, 
1G45." Then follows this account of another rector : " Hen- 
ricus Kent, Cantab' ct socius CoUegii Reg"* rector ecclesise 
parochiaUs de Staplehurst, institutus sexto die Novembria, 
1645, et ejusdem anni decimo septirao die Nov''' inductus. 
Hujusdem ecclesite possessionem non sine multorum op- 
positionibus accepit, sed non-ullornm suffi-agiis flectus ct suo 
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i'urc legali sust«ntAtus, per ordinem porUamenti specifdem 
iberam laii()(.-in pnciiicandi potestatem habiiit. O teiupora ! 

/iM iwiMtfToi- DMt iiftM erritf Hv/t^ evarffeXi^wtiat. I Cor.ix, IC™ 

Ta rpliini to our wnTPspoodents. 

Thr ftti^wer not bcin^ considered satisfactory, the bishop 
tniiniuon!! his «-orth_v fnciid to his lodgings at Dr. Philip 
King's house, in St. M&rtiii's Lane, and directs him to bring 
his grant with him. 

" My Ijord. — Tis iny luihappiness that, being confined to 
Hiy Huuulvr bv sickness, 1 am necessitated to send my deputy. 
• " ' My Kirrf, I thought my unconstrained concessions might 
hAvr pmwd satisfiKlory to the parish, though something d^- 
swtisfactoT)' to your lordsh* . in rcpuxi to your unacquaintedness 
in the ra\»se ; "but my }«uishioners not accepting them, and 
yiMir K>rdst , as 1 supiiosr, acquiescing in them, I have, in 
obcdioucv to j-onr lornB"^ . sent up my grant. * * • In case 
\T>nr hmis? should ]x*ssibly concei^T my gromids in law not to 
W so weiehty, I shall in no wise refuse the tiyall of the scales 
of iJic puohc justice of the liingilom • • * 1 could acquaint 
}-our lonlsf of the \ioIent breaking open of the church doors 
on the StMh of March last, to miuce way for an unordayned, 
illitcmte. srhismatical. fanatical feJlow, to preach as any the 
oountt^- jiclds but lliat 1 fear 1 should kindle your lordship 
too nuidi against tboin, which is all one as if a man should, 
in the words of Aristotle, xMtovt ^ t'k fi,i\Xet jif^aSai Toiij^rai 
arpi^Kov. — Only thus much more I must say, that, on my 
son's demanding by what authority he cmue with a hundred 
fanatics to preach, he answered, ' Upon the desire of the 
|Mrish ;' and when he asked him of whom of the parish ? 
Thomas Hnnt, who had formerly brought in the maltman to 
supply the place, (where he continued too long,) answered, 
' I desired him." Thomas Go*huan, also stepped up, and sayd 
his father dcsinxl him, saying ' he had more to do there than 
any one else, his father being churchvardcJi,' bidding him go 

*" lie Infid long tnongh ta pun thr tSkvftoia rm id ha oi^ c tatt, ■» Rkkud Bwsqr, 
BnnBteT el Old lirmni?. *' n-ho vntlatT bMKFan<d Ur. KeM,~ itodi U<Hi : — "In Mliiin 
rim nidivimn Hcarid dc Kaadot Tottti uaaa dnM. F>n 
foil. CariMt ttL" - Jnlj' 1\ 1650. 
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on against all opposition ; and when my son told hira your 
lordship would give them little thanks for this action, Thomas 
Godman answered ' that he had acquainted the bishop, who 
tid them get whom they would ;' which put an end to the 
dispute. 

" I could acquaint your lords? with much more, which 
cannot be contained within the narrow limits of a letter, 
' quae non debet implerc sinistram manum.' * * * Your 
lordsliip's solicitousnesa for the good of the church as well as 
your dignitye constrain me to subscribe rayselfe 

" Your lordship's most humble servant, 

Morehouse, Mali 27, 1661. "Thos. More." 

To the letter of the bishop, in which he decrees that Mr. 
More should pay £30. a year " to such an able and orthodox 
minister as he should approve of, and that the parishioners 
should make such an addition thereunto as may encourage a 
man of parts to live amongst them." Mr. More replies, 
" that though there are mauy precedents in parishes in Sussex, 
and elsewhere, where the grantees enjoy their tithes with little 
or no reservation, still that I may not give any discouragement 
to the zeale of my parishioners in quenching the smoking 
flax ; or, by putting out those scintiUie gratise, which, by 
cherishing, may come to a flame, if I should condescend to 
give xx/. per annum, I presume it will give satisfaction to his 
majesty and to your lordship ; and this I am contented to doe 
upon my parishioners giving xxx/. a yeare, and that I may 
have my tithes duly and quietly, without molestation or suites 
of law. My lord, he that contends with a multitude, being 
bellna multorum capitum, had need be strongly armed, and 
I must ever acknowledge myselfe in the zenith of my grati- 
tude to your lords? , for your great care of preserving me from 
being swallowed up by that devouring hydra, in furnishing 
me with such weapons as St. Paul found useful in his fight 
with beasts at Ephesus, which emboldens nic to ranke myselfe 
amongst the meanest and humblest of your lordship's humble 
servants, " Thos. More." 

" Postscript. — My Lord, — Not knowing in what character I 
am presented to yom- lordship by my parishioners, I am 
enforced to make some expressions in my own vindication. 
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which U that I feare not to be taxed far disloyaltr to nr^ 
prince or ii|>ostacy froQi the Churcli uf EoglaBtl, in decUmug 
thu discipline or government thereof, or iu slighting the ex- 
ijuiKite c()iu[K)8ure of the Common Prajrcr fiook, a jewel I 
have ever held of that high esteeme and price, that I have 
cuustaiitly caused it to he read in mv house and faEuilj, in the 
greatest heat of these distraetions, and in the worst of times." 
Deutli soon put an end to these troubles and disputes with 
hilt neighbours ; he died in February, 1 663, and a marble 
slub bears this inscription to his memory : — 

" Ucmoriie aiicmni TuotLE Mobe, 

Sta Lector ; (juid opes, Fdcuodia 

StemmatA prosint, 

Quid aoboles, a me discito ; 

DUl-c niori." 
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The ohlost nigister of this parish begins with the year 1 558"; 
but pnihiibly the earliest parish record is a chiirchwanien'* 
book without u date, in which the following entry oocim 
referring to one of the many inroads made by the Frendl 
upon our coasts in the course of the 14th aud 15th centuries, 
aiul » more simple or more striking picture of the misses of 
war cannot well he conceived. 

'' I gave to tlu! women that had theire houses burned, and 
theire huBbaiids slaine, and their goods taken away, 2s. 6d. 

In tlai year 1IK)3 Archbishop Whitgift addressed a letter 
to Dr. Watson, hishop of Chichester, inquiring as to the con- 
dition of till! clergy and of the parishes in his diocese, and 
aflur many inquiries he adds, 

" After my himrtyo conmn^ndations to your lordship, the 
nmttcrs 1 now desire to be advertised of with all convenient 
Bpeed arc these : — 

" First. The certaine number of those who doe receive the 
communion in everie several parislie. 

" Second. The certaine number of everie man recusant, 

" I h«vp Id rrtiim my lieit tliankn tu Mrs. Willu.l and Ici Iho Ki^v. Thomas Pidiiaii, tat 
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inhabitinge in every several parishe within their several 
jurisdictions, without specifying their particular names, and 
likewise the certaine number of every woman recusant, 
distinct fiom the men in manner as afore. 

" And thus praying your lordship to be very careful in the 
premises, I commit you to the protection of Almighty God." 

The answers of Rich. Venion, vicar of Eastbourne, made 
the 8th day of Aug. 1603. 

" First. There are in the parish of Eastbourne about five 
hundred persons that usually do receave the communion. 

" Second. There is only one gent, a widow, recusant in the 
parish." 

" Third. Every inhabitant, except the gentlewoman recusant, 
and one Scottish man which hath been exconuuunicated these 
4 years, receaveth the holy communion, both man and woman." 

A hundred and twenty years passed away and similar 
inquiries were again made by Dr. Waddington, bishop of 
Chichester, in 1724; and the answers given with respect to 
Eastbourne were, that the population did consist of a hundred 
and fifty families, two of whom were Papists, two Prest- 
byterian. The sacrament was administered eight times a 
year, and the number of communicants were about one 
hundred. 

The answers returned to these inquiries at these respec- 
tive periods prove the great progress that dissent had made 
in the diocese, and that the number of communicants had 
greatly falleu off. The minister of Poynings in his repUes 
in 1603 states that there arc no recusants inhabitants 
within the parish, and there are none, either man or woman, 
who refuse to receave orderly the communion. In 1724 of 
eighteen families, one was Anabaptist, but no Papists ; the 
service was supplied from Lewes, and the number of commu- 
nicants was twenty-five. " In this parish of Hangleton " 
says the incumbent of Hangleton " whereof I am parson, the 
whole parish eonsisteth of but one house, and there are about 
sixteen communicants. In 1724, the report is that the 
niuuber of families are five, the biggest of which are Quakers. 
That the altar stood against the north wall without any rail, 
that there liad been no communion within the memory of 
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iimn, and that the parsonage-house had been dea tr oT cd ttf 
lightning many years ago." The pastor of Bexhul and 
Brightling, Dr. Pie, gives a very favourable account of his 
fiock. " In my parish of Bexhill, the communicants are two 
hundred and twenty-five ; in Brighthng one hundred and 
ninety-five ; and in neither of these parishes is there any man 
or woman recusant, or backwards in reHgion, and there is no 
one that doth not receave the communion orderly. In 1734 
the number of communicants had dwindled down, in Bexhill 
to about thirty, and at Brightling to about forty." At West 
Fyrle, at the earlier period, there were eight men and nine 
women who would not receave the communion ; at the latter 
time, of the thirty-five famUies who Uved there, eight were 
Papists, four Anabaptists, and one Presbyterian ; at All Saint*, 
in Hastings, the number of communicants was reduced &om 
two hundred and forty-seven, in 1 603, to about forty, in 1 724 ; 
and at Ditchling the number at the former period was about 
two hundred, none refusuig to receive the sacrfunent ; in 
1724, of about eighty famdies residing there, twenty-five 
were Anabaptists, ten were other Dissenters, and the number 
of communicants was thirty-five. 

"Jan. 4th, 161G. Cleraeiice Fenncll, the widow of Robert 
Fenuell, gentleman, and very rehgious, charitable, and a gen- 
tjewomau of excellent good ijuahties, of whom the parish will 
have a wonderful greate losse, was buried, Feb. 8th. Marv, 
the wife of John Foster, was buried, a godly geutlewomau 
and very religious." 

"1632, July 17th. Mr. John Foster, a worthy and reli- 
gious gent, was buried, whom all the parish, rich and poor, 
gentlemen and yeomen, and all there, wOl greatly want in time 
to come." 

" 1648. Benjamin, the son of Mr. John Boulte, minister 
of Eastbourne, was born on Saf about 4 o'clock in the Uior* 
the 21st Oct., and was baptised on Sunday the 22d by me 
his father, it beuig my 23d child." 

"164i>. I'imotliy, son of me, John Boulte, minister of 

" " Through IhcMcredProriilenee of AliDighlyGodpIhe old churehregUler of PortiUde 
BIS burnt by lightening, logelhcr with the porMiiagt-htiLise o( llangleton.on the Thiit*di|i 
tlio.llsl Msy.belwwiie^ aiid e o'clock in Ihe luoming, 166G; John Temple CUrU h " 
iUp rcolor thereof." (I'orliliidy Rpgintpr.) 
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Eaatboume, was bom on Sat^ I3th day of Oct. and was bap- 
tised on the 1 5th by me his father." 

" 1650. Edward, the son of John Boalte, minister of 
Eastbourne, was bom ou Wednesday, and was baptised on 
Thursday the 12tb, tlie said Edward being my five and 
twentieth child. Ita testor, J. Boulte." 

" 1651. Rich. Boulte, the son of me John Boulte, was 
born Jan^ IQV", and was baptised Jan^ 21'-', he being my 
26'." child." 

" John Boulte, minister of East Boiume, and Mrs. Cicely 
Forde, of St. Saviour's, Southwark, were niarryed. Sept'- Q'^, 
1658." 

Those who take an interest in this patriarch will read with 
regret the following entry : — 

" John Boultii inducted 1648 ; died 1660, or perhaps 
ejected." ^ 

" 1658. John Waters, an aged atheist, that absented him- 
self from the sanctuary and ordinances of Christ, ten years 
together, was buried the 26'.'' March." 

" Paid for an hour-glass, xiirf." 

The iron frame in which the hour-glass was placed is still 
to be found attached to the pulpit in a few of the Sussex 
churches. An hour was the usual limit to the sermon, but 
this time was sometimes exceeded, for it is upon record that 
Cranmer cautioned his friend Latimer " not to stand longer 
in the pulpit than an hour and half at most." 

" 1674. Paid to J. Russell, for keeping Mary Peeper, 2 
weeks and 8 days, 6«. ; to Goody Russell, for laying her out, 
Is. ; disbursed for bread and beer, at her funeral, 2«. 2d," 
No one will be surprised to hear that not long after the inha- 
bitants assembled in vestry, and declared that great abuses 
in the administration of the poor-law had taken place, and a 
resolution was passed, that all recipients of relief should wear 
a badge upon the right side of ttieir upper garment, and if the 
overseer relieved any other than these, he had no allowance 
for their account. 

Now that we are upon parish matters, it may not be unin- 
teresting to see how, as early as 1604, a bond of apprentice- 
ship, for a servant in husbandry, was drawn up. 

'" He is not mcDlioneil by Calimi) in hU> Hit of (he cjccled minjslers of Sussex. 
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hotit bis 
such^J 

itry ^3^ 



■' 1604, 30* Jul). George Job, with his mother's eoBB W itt 
put himself appreutice to Thos. Page, of Frantfield, for 
7 years foUowiug, beiug bound with 7 siugle pence : the said 
Thomas is to teach the said fieorge the full knowledge of 
husbandry, and to find him siiliicient meat, drink, and cloth, 
linen and woollen, hose and shoes, good lodging, and all 
tilings needful for such an apprentice, both in sickness and in 
health, and to double apparel at the end of his years, and also 
to give the said George Ad. every quarter ; and to this end 
the s'' Thomas hath received of widow Job two good sheep 
and 10s. in money ; also the s* George is faithfully, honestly, 
and truly to perform the duties of such servant, in doing bis 
master's business, in keeping his secrets lawful to be kept, 
in not using to ale-houses, nor unlawful games withotit his 
master's consent, and all other duties needful for such a 
servant, and not to marry without his master's com 
(Trantfield Reg.) 

As the opinions and practice of an intelligent country fl 
tleman in farming, in the middle of the 17th century, w a 
subject of some interest, it may be allowed here to quote 
those of Mr. Walter Burrell as they arc recorded by his friend 
Dr. Ray. " And now " he writes " that I have had occasion 
to mention this worthy gentleman, give me leave to insert a 
few observations referring to husbandry, couunuuicated by 
him in occasional discourse on those subjects. "Com or any 
other grain the longer it continues in the ground, or the 
earlier it is sown, caeteris paribus, the better laden it is, and 
the berry more plump, full, and weighty, and of stronger 
nourishment, as for examiile, winter oats are better than 
summer oats, beaus set in Feb^ are better than tliosc set in 
March &c." " 

" The most eifectual way to prevent smutting or bnruing 
of any com is to Ume it before you sow it, as is found by 
daily experience in Sussex, where since this practice of liming 
they have no burnt com, whereas before they had abundance. 
They lime it thus, first, they wet the coru a httic to make 
it stick, and then sift or sprinkle powdered lime upon it." 

" He uses to plow with his oxen endways, or oil in one file, 

" The jrouiig vegetable r»jii^r>-> tlrvp, tlic lon^ bliwp u( »iTilrr nighU. hi tin 4^H 
■leipJojimcnl of ilt riilurc iHiirtis. ^^H 
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and not to yoke them by pairs, whereby he fiuds a double advan- 
tage. 1st. He by this means losetli no part of the strengtli 
of any ox, whereas breastwise, it is very hard so evenly to 
match them as that a great part of the strength of some of 
them be not rendered useless. 2d. In this way, a wet and 
clay ground is not so much poached by the feet of the oxen." 

" He liath practised to bm-n the ends of all the posts which 
he seta into the ground to a coal on the outside, whereby they 
continue a long time without rotting, which otherwise would 
suddenly decay." 

" He first introduced the use of fern for burning of lime, 
which serves that purpose as well as wood, the flame thereof 
being very vehement, and is far cheaper," (P. 192, Collection 
of English Words, by John Kay, 1691.) 



WADHUHST. 

" Johannes Hatley, Hallingsfieldi in Com'" Cantabridgiensi 
natus, Artium Magister, pra^sentatus fuit ad vicariam perpe- 
tuam de Wadhurst a Thoma Ainscomb patre, et Thoraa 
Ahiscomb filio, arniigeris.^ Institutus a Thoma Nevill, 
decano Cantabridgiensi, Arciiiepiscopali sede Cantuarense 
vacante, inductus ante a clarissimo et doctissimo viro Georgio 
Carletono amieissimo suo, qui singular! sua doctrina meruit 
ut inter ordinarios capcllauos illustrissimi Principis Caroli 
innuraeraretur, et postea ad sedem episcopalem Landaphen- 
sis promoveretur die Martii vicessimo primo, a.d. 1603." 

The George Carleton here referred to was vicar of May- 
field, then bishop of Llandaff^, and, in 1619, bishop of Chi- 
chester. According to Wood " he was educated in grammar 
leaniing by the care of the northern apostle, Bernard Gilpin, 
who sent him to St. Edmund Hall in 1576, and exhibited to 
lis studies, and took care that nothing should be wanting to 
advance his pregnant parts , . . While he remained in that 
college he was esteemed a good orator and poet, but as years 
came on, a better disputant in divinity than he had before 

* Thomas Ansconib, the yoiinger, had one only son whom he sent to Wadhftm College, 
Oxford ; (he young man fell lick, and after a long illness lie died there, having been treated 
with every kindneaa aad attention by tiii College. The grateful father pve the living of 
WadhuMt to the CoU^ for ever. 
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lie«n in pbilonophy. He was also well versed in the fathers 
and Hcliouliiicii, and wanted uothing that might make him a 
complete theologigt. ... He was a peisoD of a solid judg- 
niinit and of various reading, a bitter enenij to the Pa{usts, 

and a »ev(jre Calviuist." 

" Baptised, 17tli Sept. IGU, Margaret, daughter of Tbos. 
I'oot; the mother was a way goer." 

" April i3tli, buried ould mother Stone ; this woman was 
a French woman, and lived 110 years." 

" lfi23. IJuried, Feb. 9th, Thomas Ballarde, esquire. 
" Bir. moritur virtus, vivit cum corpore tombo, 
]ti«ignu Ballarde jacea, aic sidera cteli 
Morte pctis Cliriato. 

Qui* moniiD rAiidor I Qufc clan snentia, qusqae 
Juucta Me probitaa ? Qnse scdula cura juTandi 
Quill [MteraB nobis, lumeu dum vita fiiisti. 
Nunc to Cliristus habet, sumus no9 lixmiue nescii." 

" ICxit Annus 1023. This year fell the greatest sdov 
which was in man's memory; it did abide from the end of 
.fanniiry till April." 

" IJuried John Founder. This man lived 105 years, or as 
h« ntiinberiul his age 112. At the least he left behind him a 
great jKMttcrity of nephews, nieces and their children." 

" Kxit Annus 1(12(1. This yeare was so colde and wett 
(lint horveHt wa.-* not in whUe Hallowtide." 

NoltrcH of a like nature to these are frequently found in 
piirisli rugiBtcrB. The rector of East Hoathly used both pen 
and pencil to record the 
fact of a singidar appear- 
ance in the heavens on 
the 17th of Feb. 1038. 
" A parhelion on each 
side of the sun was seene 
by many, with a bow 
over the true sun, with 
the ends upwards iu the 
morning in this forme." 
" Consider the work of God, for who can make that stn 
which he hiis made crooked." (Eccles. vii, 13.) 
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" And there aliall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
and in tlic stars, and upon the earth distress of nations with 
perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring," (Luke, xsi, 28). 

The distress of nations with perplexity which soon fol- 
lowed no doubt confirmed him in his belief in the awful 
omen. 

Mention, too, is made in the same register of "a very 
great snow which fell on the 3d of May, 1698, in the evemng, 
which hung upon the branches of the trees as in the depth of 
winter, and which was very visible upon the hills the next 
day till ten or eleven o'clock in the morning." 

1630. "Mera. Whereas Mr. Thos. Whitefeild, of Worth, 
in the county of Surrey, esquire, being well affected to the 
parish of Wadhurst, gave, bcsydes the three ainia-houses and 
twelve cordes of woode, ten poundes by the yeare, the said 
ten pounds was, in 1633, employed to the payment of the 
general sessc of the poor, wliereby the a" money given to be 
disposed to the mayntenance of the poor was diverted from 
the right ends, and served to abate the charge of the riche 
assessed in the said sesse. Wliereupon John Hatley, vicar 
of Wadhiu^t, then one of the feoffees, opposed this act as 
ungodly and unjust ; and the wrytings being showed whereby 
the ten pounds annuity was conveighed, it was found that the 
said ten pounds was by them to be disposed to the extended 
use of the poore, and not to serve to the abatement of the 
charge of the rich. This the above-named John Hatley 
thought fit to sett downe here, forasmuch as he suffered many 
foule words for opposing this wrong ; and least any ill-dis- 
posed person should attempt to do it hereafter, or any man, 
not knowing the purport of the conveighancc, should igno- 
rantly fall into the ruine of sacrilege. This to be true, I, 
Johannes Hatley, minister Verbi Dei, tester coram Deo in 
verbo ministri, totum hoc vcrum esse." 

Many are the Briefs recorded in the register of this and 
other parishes for the relief of general and individual calamity, 
and they came with all the influence of high authority. In 
Horsted- Keynes a widow of Oxford was by order of the Lord 
High Protector reheved in this way, and six shillings and a 
brasse pennie were collected for her ; and in 1677 there was 



collected in the parish church of Eastbourne " for the use of 
Nicholas, Cliistophcrus, Theodore Johaniii, Candia merchants 
and Turkisli captives, recommended by the king in writing 
through Williamson the secretary, 8s. S^d. 

The Brief for the poor Palatines, who, in the year 1709, 
fled for refuge in great numbers from the persecution of 
Louis XIV, was generally responded to. This case has beeu 
referred to in the Si/jtx. Arch. Coflecfhns, vol. Ill, p. 159; 
and it is there stated that about 500 fauiihcs were trans- 

Elanted to Ireland ; and a query is there introduced as to what 
ad become of them. 
Till) following extract from an Irish newspaper, giving an 
account of the last election for the county of Limerick, shows 
in a very interesting manner the happy and prosperous con- 
dition of these wise and well-conducted settlers: — "On the 
two first days of the polling, there had been a neck-and-neck 
race between Captain Dickson and Mr. Gould, but at last the 
scale was turned entirely in favour of the latter hy the 
tenantry of Lord Sontliwell, all of whom came in and voted 
for Mr. Gould. Lord Southwell is a Roman Catholic, and 
all his tenantry are Protestants. They are the descendants 
of German farmers, who settled more than a century ago 
upon the estates of an ancestor of the present Lord SouthweU, 
who afforded them shelter and encouragement. They are still 
known in the county by the name of Palatines, and have been 
distinguished by their peaceable habits and persevering in- 
dustry. Holding their farms at moderate rents, those thrifty 
people have been able to bear up against the famine which 
had produced such havoc among the tenantry on other 
estates, and so greatly reduced the general constituency." 

Another object of charity provided for by Briefs, and to which 
Mr. Burrell was a frequent contributor, were the prisoners 
at Dynant and Belisle. Who these were was also a doubtful 
point ; but this, too, has been cleared up by Mr. Blaauw's 
assistance, in the discovery of a very interesting work in quarto, 
entitled, ' A true Relation of the Cruelties and Barbarities of 
the Trench upon the Knglish Prisoners of War; being a 
Journal of their Travels from Dinan in Brittany to Thoulon 
in Provence and back again, in 108-1. By Richard Strutton, 
who was taken in the ship ' Merry Frigat,' right oif Portland, 
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by a privateer of St. Malocs." He and several hundred more 
prisoners were treated with great cruelty on their march 
through France by their guards ; and when tlicy passed 
through the Cathoht: parts of that country, they were sub- 
jected to every sort of insult and ill treatment. " At a place 
catlcd Quadero," he says, " we were flouted and scoffed at by 
the people all the way we passed ; they calling us rebellious 
rogues for fightiug against our lawful king, King James, one 
who, as they say, was as righteous as a God, and with all 
running out strangely against King William, calling him Jack 
Orange, and saying they would cut his throat in a short time, 
and make us all galley slaves. Very dificrent was their case 
when they got iuto the Protestant parts of France ; the inha- 
bitants commiserating and assisting them in every way, so 
much so, that it was necessary to guard them closely to pre- 
vent a rescue, " I must needs say," exclaims Strutton of the 
French Protestants, " that I do verily believe they are the 
moat faithful and charitable people that lay any claim to the 
title of Protestants upon earth ; ' and again, " I shall say no 
more than this, that I wish all English people that live imder 
the sweetest embrace of the most wholesonicst laws upon the 
earth, where the most lucent beams of the most holy Gospel 
of Christ are spread abroad, where every man holdcth in right 
and property all that he possesseth there, — I wish they had 
but the charity and faith as some of the distressed Protestants 
of France have." 

Another claimant for the charitable assistance of the Brief 
were the Enghsh fisheries. In the parish of Cliailey, in 1061, 
" there was collected the full summe of twenty-four shillings 
for advancing the trade of fishing." A centiu-y before it 
wanted help, and the mode of rendering it is a very curious 
one. The 1st of Elizabeth enacts, " tliat for the increase 
of the provision of fish by the more usual and common 
eating of it, every Wednesday and Saturday in the year, ex- 
cepting Christmas week and Easter week, shall be considered 
fish days ; and any one eating flesh on those days was liable 
to a penalty of three pounds, or three mouths' imprisonment." 
In cases of sickness " one competent dish of flesh of one kind 
and no more," was allowed, which was to be flanked by 
" tlu-ee full competent usual dishes of sea-fish of sundry kinds, 

IV. ly 
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either fresh or salt." That there might be no mistakal 
the object of this statute, it is stated that it was " piu 
intended and meant politickly for the increase of fishe 
and marinera, and the repayring of port towns nnd naviga- 
tion ; and whoever, by preaching, or teaching, or writing, 
notified that any eating of lish or forbearing from flesh is of 
any necessity for the saving of the soul of man, such persons 
shall be punished as spreaders of false news are and ought lo 
be." 

" Consider," says the Homily on Fasting, urging obedience 
to this law, " the decay of the towns nigh the seas, which 
should be most ready, by the number of the people there, to 
repulse the enemy, and we which dwell farther off upon the 
land, having them as onr buckler, to defend us, should be the 
more in safety. If they be our neighbours, why should we 
not wish them to prosper ? If they be onr defence, as uighest 
at hand to repel the enemy, to keep out the rage of the seas 
which else would break upon our pastures, why should we not 
cherish them?" 

Judging from the following answer of the vicar of East- 
bourne, in 1()03, as to the value of the vicarage, as might well 
be expected, neither the law nor the exhortation produced 
much efl'cct. "The vicaridge is excessively valued in the 
king's books at 40 marks, it not being worth nearlye the 
same value by reason of the great decay of fishinge. which 
to the vicar within the memory of man hath been yearly 
worth xx/d., but now is not worth xx*." 

"This ycare, Feb. 17th, the steeple of the church at ' 
hurst was rent and blowne up in the shaft, and much 
done in the church by a fearful thunder and lightning ; the 1 
had ha])pened before about thirty and six years to the same 
steeple, and before that about twenty years. ' 

The church at Mayficld was struck by lightning in 1621, 
and nearly shattered to pieces ; and Withyhara church was 
burnt to the ground in a " tempest of thunder and lightuip g." 
on the IGth of June, 1G63. 

March 4th, 1632. " Mem. According to the statute I 
and provided in case of eating flesh, liberty is given 1 
John Hatley, vicar of Wadhurst, to eate flesh in this t' 
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abstinence, in regard to the sickness which he ia not yet re- 
covered (if the same statute be in force), the liberty to con- 
tinue for the space of eight days, and no longer, unless the 
sayd siclcnes and weaknes contineuing, it be againe renewed. 
" John Hatley, Vicar of Wadhurst. 
" Teste, Thos. Stac;e, Churchwarden." 

The same license is granted, but more formally in the fol- 
lowing case recorded in the parish register of Staplehurat, in 
Kent. " Be it known unto all men by these presents, that I, 
James Bo\ryer, clarke, and curate of the churche of Staple- 
hurst, in the county of Kent, have licensed, and by these pre- 
sents do license, William Tanner, yeoman, being at this tyme 
sicke and visited by the mighty hand of God, to eate fleshe, 
and to use such meatcs as shall seem best to him for the re- 
covery of his health. In ivitness whereof I have hereto sett 
my hand, the 23d day of Marclie, iu the 37th ycare of the 
reigne of our Sovereigne Lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God, 
of Englande, Ffrance, and &elande, quecne, defender of the 
faith. " Per me, J. Bowyer." 

" 1633, 11th June, Anne Diplock was whipped for arogue." 
" 10th Dec. John Palmer and Ahce his wife were whipped 
for rogues. 23d, Thomasina Henaming, John Ballard, Mar- 
gery Giles, Robert Spray, and John Sargent whipped."*^ 

There are many other cases of whipping recorded about 
this time, and it was inflicted upon both sexes very impartially ; 
indeed, the beadle, the stocks, and the whipping-post" 
were prominent features in every village. The following 
memorandum is taken from the register of Newtimber, — 
" Sept', An. Dom. 1615, Robert Kinge, beinge about fifteene 
years of age, borne, as he confesseth, at Kynbury, in the 
countie of Berkshire, was taken in the parish of Newtimber, 
vagrant, and there whipped according to the lawe, for bis 
conduct to the parish of Kynbury aferesaid, beuig the place 
of hia abode;" this punishment being, as it would seem, in- 
flicted for the wrong done to the parish which he had deserted, 

" Ghue. " My masters or St. Albans, hare you Dot besdlti in -yooi town. 
And tilings called wliiiu 
May- '* Yea, my lord, if it please yoor Grace." — SAatapeare, 
^ In 1G73 Sir John Trevor paid "the tuxes fat the slocks and whipping-post, snd 
preuing Mldiera, £1. lOf. M." (Qlyade Accoant Book.) 
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and not to that into which he had intruded. Had this hap- 
pened forty years before, he would probably have been 
hanged ; such at least was the practiee in the north of Eng- 
land. The register of St. Nicholas, Diirhani, records the fact 
that five pel-sons were hanged in one day, sonic of them bear- 
ing old north country uamcH, as Featherstoue and yeuwicke, 
simply because they were Egyptians.™ 

"1635, 23d Aug. Baptised Nicholafl, sou of Elizabeth 
Foster ; this childe was about ten years old before he was 
baptised, his mother being then a ninagate when hee was 
borne, and the child unbaptised till this yeare," 

"1G38, Nov. 13th. Was buried Thos. Upton, the Archi- 
medes of Wadhurst. This was by trade a glover, a joiuer, 
a carpenter, and an instrument maker ; he was a curious 
workman for jacks, clocks, stoves, and vices for glaziera." 

Exit Annus Dom. 1031. Tliis yeare was aii infectious 
summer, so that verie many died in many places elsewhere 
in Sussex, also especially in the Downes. 

Numcrus Baptizatoruni, 40 ; SepiUtorum, 54. 

The number of deaths which occurred in thirty-seven 
parishes in, and in the immediate neighbourhood of, the 
Downes amounted, in 1637, to 169. In the year 1638, thoy 
were 39S, and in the following year 328. The parishes in 
the Weald almost universally show a very large increase of 
burials, nor did this mortality much decrease in the following 
year, 1639. 

The little village of Pyecombe, in the neighbourhood of 
Brighton, suffered not only on this but on other occasions 
very severely. The following entry records the ravages of the 
plague on a former occasion. " They which died of the 
plague in 1603, Edw^ Luxford, Anne Clewer, Robert the son 
of Anne, Tho' Alchome the sonnc of Tho'- Alchorne, were 
buried the xiii'^ Sept^ ; Edward the sonne of Tho' Alchome, 
the xiiii"^ ; Henry Smith was buried the xxiii^ ; Edward 
Rowlande, on the iii'? of Oct' ; Eliza'^ Rowlandc. on the vi^^ ; 
Tho' Alchome, sen^ , on the x'-" ; Martha Alchome, his 
daughter, on the xii'.''; R^ Winfeilde, on the xx'*" ; Joanne 
Luxford, widow, on the ivV" Nov. ; Tho^ Wymcrke, the xvii'-" ; 
John Boniface, the xxviiii'" of Dec' ; John Sumner, on then* 
Apiil, 1604." 

!" Uuni'a Regialer. 
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So many deaths occurring within so short a time, in a very 
limited population, probably drove away the rest of the inha- 
bitants, and gave rise to a tradition which still exists, that nearly 
all the inhabitants of the parish were at one time swept away 
by the plague ; and that a stone, still existing in the churchyard, 
marks the grave of the last luau who alone escaped, settled 
for a short time at Pangdean, and then returned to die in his 
native place. A great quantity of human bones was lately 
found lying in one heap in the comer of the churchyard. 
The following record indicates that the terror of infection was 
■felt for many years. 

"1678. Damaris, the ^ife of Robert Gower, was buried 
Nov. 1st, 1674 (sine exequiis sepulta, non ob malum morale 
Bed ob infectionem morbillorum), a good christian." At the last 
visitation of the cholera this village suffered severely. Surely 
some stringent sanitary measures should be applied forthwith 
to this unhappy seat of periodical disease. 

There is no account of the number of deaths in this parish 
in the sickly year of 1 63S, but in the following year, which 
was almost as fatal in Sussex, the deaths had increased seven- 
fold over those of 1636. 

"Exit Annus 1639. This ycare was the great sea battell 
neare unto Dover, betwixt the mighty Armado of Spaine, riding 
near our coasts neare Deale, and the Hollanders, wherein the 
mighty Armado consisting of great shippes was vanquished by 
the Hollanders. The winter was exceeding windy and tem- 
pestuous, and therefore there was much shipwreck." 

This was Van Tromp's great victory; the number of 
"great sliippe's vanquished by the Hollanders was 87, of 
which 8 only reached Dunkirk in safety ; 8000 Spaniards 
were killed or drowned, and 6000 were wounded or taken 
prisoners." 

" In this summer was a great expedition in Scotland, upon 
the mutinies there, but God inclined the heart of the king 
gratiously to grant the Scott's peace." 

" Exit Annus 1640. In this yeare the Scotts entered this 
kingdome; the first parliament brake, and a second one was 
assembled, in which were various consultations about the 
affaires of the kingdome." 
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" Begistram lUcclesiie Wadhurstunenns, 

Exliibena 
Tres masimas liuinan!e vita; mututionea. 
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riwrfaw — Tdfiov — BdvD 

Flet natus, ridet nuptiis, mox pallida tinem 
Trietibua et lietis mors positura venit 

Anno salutia M.DC.L\1. 

Domino John Barbam et John Gilbert 

Guardiania. Jac. Wilcoxo Ministro, 

HdvTtav i\aj(nrTOTipq)J" 

The rector of the neighbouring parish of Ticehtirst took for 
his motto and recorded it in the register, in 1578. " O Lord, 
I am not puft in minde, I have no scornful thoughts, I do 
not escrcise niyaelfe in things that be too high for me, but I 
am even as a childc tliat is weaned." 

" 1683, Oct. 8th. Buryed, old Gregory Marknick, of 
Ticehurst, being above 85 years old ; the same day died old 
Peter Sparkes, of Salehm-st, being above 126 yeares"" old by 
his own computation." 

"1677. Biiryed, old William Kitchener, he gave five 
pounds to the poore, and tcnn shillings yearly to the 
ancientest poore of this parish, and likewise tenn shillings for 
B sermon on Ascension daye for ever." 

" Feb. Gth. Baptised Mary, daughter of Edw' and Kliz?" 
Luke ; she was borne the same day, which was the hcginniug 
of the thaw upon a very great snow and frost that had held 
for 18 weeks, when not only the Thames but part of the sea 
had been fi'ozen." 

" Jacobus Wilcocke indignissimus hujus loci minister cum 
charissima uxore Maria in eodem lectulo suaviter dormientes 
expectant restitutionem. Veni Domine Jesus ! veni cito ! 

" July 16th. Eleonora Woodgate et Sarah Moore in Ecclesia 

" A remarkDhle c&m of longeril)' in modeni dajs ws) afiarded by (he pariib of Bexhill, 
when, on Ihe lib of June. 1819, foity-iix men, selected fmm the vhric male papulalion, 
which did not oxceed one thousand, assembled xt the Bell Inn, there to commemorate the 
Slit anniversary of the birlh of George III ; of twenty-five there present, the average hge 
WM more than eighty -one ; of fifteen, sevpnty-one ; anil of the sii. who mng a merry peal 
on the church bell), sixty-one yean. One of the party died at one hundred and three, o 
of them nere above ninety, and eight of them reached their eighly-lhird ye 
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Parochiali inter Divinorura solemnia palnm publice et solera- 
niter deminciatas et declarntje fuerunt, pro excomniuiiicatis." 

" 5th April. Eleonora Woodgatc ct Sarah Moore in Ecclesia 
Parochiali inter Diviuorum solemnia palam publice et solem- 
niter pocnitentiam agebant." 

1688, Nov. 4th. The prince of Orange invaded England 
and landed at Torbay, nigh to Dartmouth. Feb. I3th, William 
and Mary were proclaimed king and queen of England ; a 
thanksgiving day for deliverance from papacy and arbitrary 
power." 

" 1090. Baptised, Eliz'*' daughter of Francis and Anne 
Comber ; this child was heard crying in the wombe before it 
was borne." 



" The xviii'.** day of April, 1608, was buried John Skerry, a 
poore man, that died in the place stable, and being brought 
naif naked with his face bare, the parson would not burye 
him soe, but first he gave a sheete, and caused him to be 
sacked therein, and they buried him more Christian -like, 
being much grieved to see him brought soe unto the grave ; 
and at this time did one Thatcher dwell at the place." 

His indignation probably was roused, not because he was 
brought to his grave in a winding-sheet, but on account of 
the insufficiency of it ; for so lately as in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, it was the custom to bury them so, " earth to earth," 
and not in coffins. The register of St. Michael's, in Litchfield, 
in 1632, states, as something worthy of note, " that Andrew, 
the Sonne of William Bumes, was buried with a coffin.^" 

To those whom it may concern, the folloning account of 
the rights of the incumbent of this parish may not be unin- 
teresting. " The glebe consists of 1 9 acres of plain laud, and 
there is the depasturing of 50 sheep upon the Downs, and a 
right of commonage for 8 head of cattle. There are about 
70 acres of land in Pyecombe, and the depasturing of 250 
Bbeep upon Weatenbury Hill, and of 11 head of cattle in the 
common fields." 

In the year 1686 commissioners were appointed by Dr. Lake, 

» Biim'pi Pariih RfgLster., 
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bishop of Chichester, to rc[)ort upon the condition of tbe 
several parish churches, and their furniture, in the diocese, 
and wretched iudced must liave been the condition of many 
of thciu. The following are fair samples of the general re- 
turns. The church and chancel of this parish, Po^Tiings, 
were reported to be in good re]»air, but the chaucel very 
indecent, by reason of the pigeons dunging there, aiid the 
conimuiiion tabic very bad. At Portslade, the pulpit bad uo 
door and an ill cano|»y ; the communion cup was battered and 
cracked. The pulpit at Old Shoreham was very weak, the 
steeple-floor decayed, an outchapel utterly ruinate, the cup 
cracked, no book for strange preachers' names, the church 
wall decayed, and the vicarage-house and barnes wholly 
ruinate. Tlierc had been no commuuion at Ovingdean within 
the memory of man ; the steeple good but no bell in it ; the 
small bell that belonged to it lying, without a clapper, in a 
private house. At Fairlight, the walls were not whiled.^' 
the steeple ruinous and dangerous, one bell on the ground, 
and the other knocked to pieces. And at Winchelsea the 
bells were all sold but one ; there was no linen cloth and 
napkin for the adniinistratiou of the most blessed sacrament ; 
no surplice; hogs were kept in the ehurcliyard; and the 
parsonage-house had been pulled down, and the materials 
all sold by the Salamanca doctor's father, while he had " 
sec|uestration.^'' 
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WOODMANCOTE. 

" Anno dom'. 1666. 

" Edmund Cooper,^^ d' ofphysick, parson of Woodiuai 
by the gift of God, and of Edward, Lord Hyde, lord 
chancellor of England, and of Oxford, earl of Claringdon. 

" 6'" August, 1670. 

" The chiinueys in the parlour and the parlour chamber 
were finished, the parloiu" floor layde, and all the ground 
pinning of the greater part of the house and borne layd, and 

" In almoBi erery rate tlie reverend cominisBiaDen recommend that Ihe waUi of Utt 
chiirehei sbould be while limed. 
* Query, whether lhi» person w« the fttber of Titiu Gates, wlio wm born »t Hutii^i, 
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the stable layd out and floored, at the cost of D' Edmund 
Cooper, ill the 5'" year of his incumbency, and the 59'" yeare 
of his age, who also made the floor in the hall chamber, and 
contrived the parlour chamber, and the little chamber for a 
mayd servant's lodging out of an ugly hole. * * * lu short 
he did all that is good or aeenily about the parsonage, to 
make it, of a dog-hole, a habitation for a man ; quod succes- 
sori suo bene vertat Deus, in all which the help of his wife 
Margaret's money was eminent ; the living could not have 
done it- 

" Mai^rete, the wife of Doctor Cooper, rector of this 
parish, was buried, the 7'-'' day of Maixh, 1672. Marito 
suo luctum rcliquit ; shee was the daughter of John Theobalds, 
in Kent, Esq., and Dorothea Culpepper, daughter of Sir 
Edw'! Culpepper, of Wakehurst, in the county of Susses, 
knight and baronet. 

" On Christmas eve the doors of the chancel and two- 
thirds of the rayles in it, with all the locks and bolts, and the 
long pew on the south side, were made and sett up and 
finished, at the cost of D'- Edmund Cooper, parson, both to 
be a handsome depository for the corps of his deceased wife, 
Margaritc, and himselfe, if God shall soe please, and to 
seclude the say'? place and pew from usurpation, encroach- 
ment, and abuse, it being the parson's right ; all this stood 
the doctor in £5. Tis now my vestry, and I let not in the 
crowd till I goe forth mysclfe to read prayers. 

" On the 1'-' of June D' Cooper pulled downe the great 
pew in the chancel, in which the family of the Wests had 
nestled themselves, by the permission of former parsons, so 
long that they would now have it to be their owne. The 
D' , thinking there was no other way to be rid of the birds, 
but by destroying their nest, notwithstanding their big looks 
and threats, did downe with it. Having been once, above 
two years ago, by the mother of West, conventcd before the 
bishops about it, for keeping him out while it stood, who 
could find nothing for her, only requested the Doctor's leave 
for her sitting there, but now shee having been long gone and 
forsaken it and us, her son Jacob usurping the seat, and dis- 
daining my leave, 1 have dispossessed in this manner, and 
now expect what he will doe by the law, Jacob West hath 
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declared how unwiUmg he is to part with it, by his boys 
bringing a chalre after hiiu, to sitt in over the bare earth, 
which he did the next day, being Sunday, after the chancel 
doore was opened for the incomers, which macJe sport to the 
people, in that he looked like one who would have been glad 
to be welcome, bringing his stoole with him." 

" In Oct^ Mr. Jacob West arrested D' Cooper, on an 
action of trespass, God knows what, and the D' ordered an 
appearance by bis attorney, Mr, Whitpaine. In Nov' Mr. 
Jacob West fell very sick, and employing D' Cooper for his 
physician, was well recovered. This trust and kindness on 
Mr. West his part, and tnistyness and acceptance on the 
Doctor's, begat terms of pacification between thera. * * « " 

Mr. Jacob West, however, having recovered, war was 
again declared. 

"The assize being at East Grinstead on the 27th of March 
in this year, 1670, by ray counsellor, Mr. John CJratwick, and 
my attorney, Mr. John Whitpaine, 1 demurred to Mr. Jacob 
West's indictment about the pew, they having had 40«. of 
me; and now I wait for what more Mr. Jacob West can and 
will do. — Dr. Cooper." 

" 1679. Tins year in May did Dr. Cooper cause two pews 
to be erected in the chancel on the south side, with old and 
new materials, changing the position of tliem that had been 
there before, enlarging them with new boards, back, bottom, 
and seats, * * * the mats for the scats of them both were 
provided at the Doctor's cost, and the locks and keys. These 
did the Doctor keep covered for sometime (after he had taken 
possession of them by seating his manservant, Nicholas Burt, 
m the one, and his maydservant, Elizabeth Cooke, in the 
other) with boards nayled over them, to prevent the intrusion 
of any pretenders by clambering or forcing them open either 
before or in church time, as had been done by the old one 
when it stood." 

" This year, in July and August, the Doctor Cooper mended 
the old cracks in the chancel wall, and paved all about it 
with flints." 

" Tho' Floyd is angry at some graves of his kindred having 
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their tops a little taken off, and he, being now churchwarden, 
sides with Mr. West, for mischief to the doctor. * * *" 

" Tlie discontent that Thomas Floyd took at the taking off 
some of the heads of his graves, having jojned hiin with 
Mr. West, caused him to make a presentment at the \-isitation 
of the Bishop Carleton, held at Lewes, 17th Sept. 1079, 
whicli consisted of 3 or 4 articles, as the Doctor was informed, 
but of what matter he knew not, nor ever did inquire, but 
being wearied with the trouble and cost of building, and 
other molestations, and desirous of peace, he came to an 
agreement that the pewes in the chancel should againe change 
tlieir places, to be done at the doctor's cost, the presentment 
to be withdrawne, Floyd's graves to be made up within a foot 
or so of the chancel wall, and the graves of other families to 
remayn as they were, and others hereafter to be made as 
usually. I hope that now we may hve at quiet hereafter, and 
that ray successors will be content with that little room or 
pew in the chancel, which I have bought for them at soe deare 
a rate. Now 1 see not by all this but that for muie owne 
part I had better have sitten still, and have kept £20 in my 
piu^e, with ease and quietness.^* The escucheons of arms also 
agreed to be set up again, and a lock and key for the south 
door of the church, to be given to the churchwardens. Yet 
I suppose that I have not betrayed my successor's title either 
to the chancel or the pews in it ; for, as I take it, the argu- 
ment makes it appear that Mr. West holds the pew of me, the 
parson, urged to grant it through the troublesomeness of the 
parish, and not by any title of his owne, which, if my suc- 
cessor like, he may continue to him, and my advice to my 
successor is that he would do so." 

The system of suspending escutcheons in churches is at 
least as old as Shakspeare's times. 

" llis obscure funeral ; 
No tropliv, sword, nor hatchment, o'er his bones." — HamUt. 
** Many i traditionarr itory is told of Dr. Cooper lo this day. at WMdmaneoIe. How 
that he hid a quarrel wilb the squire in (he church, and Litcralty drove him out ; hovr thai 
he buill a cliaacel door aa hia ov.a private entrance, because be 9^d he woidd not eater the 
church in compuiy with the common rabble of Woodtnancote, and how tliat of Ihe uucrip- 
tion over the chancel door, 

■' Dr. R. Cooper. 
166^. H. VLiil, :g," 
all thai could he writlea \iy himaelf wai >o written. 
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The vigilance of official heralds was formerly exercised t 
these matters, and it is recorded by Wood (in liis Fasti, OioD^ 
ii, p. 23), that Sir \V. Uiigdale took care to " pxiU down 
several atchicvcmeuts (coiuinonly called liatclimouts), irre- 
gularly and against the law of arms hung up in any churcbtt 
or chapels within the precinils of this pro\'ince.' Brydoi 
speaks of hanging up in a " fane," below a victor's btiddei^ 
"with arms reversed, the achievements of the foe." 



DITCULING. 
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More spirit was shown, as is generally the case, by a fair 
lady, in a like warfare, which raged in the parish of Ditchling, 
about seventy years before, which, as it throws some light up<a 
the mode in which such controversies were decided in thoM 
days, it may be well to give some account. 

In the year 1C07 a tierce dispute arose in that parish, 
between Mrs. Rawoode, the widow of the late, and JVlrs. Price 
the wife of the present, minister of the parish, touching thai 
right to a pew in the church, whicli was reported to thi 
ordinary, referred by him to the worshipful Mr. Arclideacon 
and another judge of the ecclesiastical court at Lewes, ani 
by them remitted to a sort of parish court at Ditchling, h 
manner as follows : — 

" To our very lovinge ffriends the churchwardens, sidesmen 
and parishioners of Difchhng, salutem in Christo." After th( 
stating the question in dispnte, " they are directed to takt 
tliree or four substantial men of the pai'ish to their counsel, U 
determine the matter." The decision is given against tin 
widow, but with what result is shown in the conehision ol 
their report : " we will justific at all tynies, upon our oatheai 
if need be, that, in this action, wo have done no wrongfl, 
neither to Mrs. Rawoode, nor her daughter, Anne Warren, (at 
three incumbents' wives did sitt in the same seate before ; and 
thus we have determined of this matter according to th* 
authoritic given and directed nnto ua, truely and faithfully^ 
without partialitye, as in conscience we thought fit, and yej 
notwithatandingc the saide Anne Wai-ren, by her mothei^ 
advise, contrary to your ecclesiastical authoritic, and our otM 
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and determination, still molesteth the said Mrs. Price, and, 
after a violent manner, keepcth the sayde pew, contrary to 
all right and conscience ; and thus humblely desiring that the 
sayde Mrs. Rawoode and her daughter Anne maye be sharply 
censured, for the manifest contempte given to your authoritie, 
and the breache of our order in this matter, and for the 
publike evil example given to the whole congregation ; and 
thus we humblely take our leaves, and commend you to 
Almighty God," 

" Nov. 4■.^ anno Dom. 1607." 

(Signed by two churchwardens, eleven sidesmen, 
and eleven of the inhabitants.) 

A subsequent entry, in which allusion is made to this 
quarrel, states, as the result thereof, " that a seat was built 
up in the prebend's chancel, at the right hand going out of 
the body of the church, being designedly built for the vicar's 
wife." So that there is reason to think the widow and her 
daughter held their ground in spite of "bell, book and candle." 

Another controversy is thus recorded by the curate of Sea- 
ford in much later days. " 1759. I, James Dormer, curate 
(after some difficulty), recovered from Mr. Swaine, of Bishop- 
stone, the sum of 13s. 4d., as his real and actual due, as 
having the surplice fees of this place, for the incroachraent of 
two stones, vulgarly called coffin stones. He did not belong 
to this worthy ancient corporation, and if he had, the ecclesi- 
astical fee would nevertheless have been forthcoming. In 
testimony whereof I sign, J. D." " Well done. Dormer ! " is 
tlie written exclamation of his admiring successor, the Rev. 
T. liurdis. 

" 1688. Mary, the wife of Tbo' Dancy, was buried on the 
\2*^ of May, and no affidavit made and brought to be re- 
corded, that she was buried in woollen, according to act of 
parliament for burymg in woollen -.^^ and on the IQ'.'', I, John 
Nicholls, sent out my information thereof to The' Beard, of 

^ Tha act, coamTcrl ia the same s|iiiit wilb that of Eliz*betb, 
fish oil two days iii the week, va» [iiuwed in 1G78. 

" Uiliniit ill wDolleiii 'twnuld a saint giTDVokc, 
Were Ibe Itut wurU which poor Narcius >lioki!." 
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Heratpeirpoint, Esq", one of his majesty's justices of the peace, 
delivering it to Nicholas Marchfint, one of the churchwardens, 
to deliver to the aforesaid Tho^ Beard, and he ordeFed 
Tho' Dancy to pay 50«. uito the hands of the overseers of 
DitchUng, to disburse to the poor thereof." 

The following form of oath taken on these occasions is dtily 
registered in the church books of Frant : — 

" John Bealc, of the parish of Frant, labourer, maketh 
oath, that the corps of a child of his, lately deceased, was not 
putt in, wrapt, or wound up, or buried, in any shirt, shift, 
sheet, or shroud, made or mingled with flax, hemp, silk, or 
hair, gold or silver, or other than what is made of sheep's 
wool, nor in any coftin lined or cased with any cloth, stuff, or 
any other thing whatsoever made or mingled with flax, hemp, 
sUk, hair, gold or silver, or any other material but sheep's 
wool only. 107S." 
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"This register book begun in the ycare of our Lord God 
]623, and ended in the year of our Lord God 1653. 

" As man ia l)om a time to lost 
In time aoe ahnll he die 
So shnll he arise agaioc 
And live eternally." 

The rector of the adjoining parish of Isfield took for his 
motto—" Each daye and night see that ye serve the Lord," 
And then to show how much men mind earthly thingi 
added — 

" God made hces — and bees made honey, 
God made man — and man made money." 

"Sept. 3d, 1630, was biu-ied a way going woman, found 
murdered in Mr. Hart's barne." 

"June 11th, 1633, was buried Widow Bourne, an old 
recusant, hving in the parish obscurely, and could not be 
found excommunicate. May 22d was biuied Roger Porter, a 
poore man that died in Edw" Foster's barne. Nov. 22dwas 
buried John Iloba, so called, a poore way goer." 

About thirty years later an act was passed for the better 
rehef of the poor, on account of the great numbers of rogues 
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and vagabonds by which the country had been sorely infested, 
" many of whom wandering about did perish for want." 

The registi^r of the neighbouring parish Ripe, records the 
following burials. " William Wade, who aied as a stranger, 
for whose mortuiiry I, John Goftc, parson of Ripe, had 
upper garment, which was au old coate, and I receaved for 
the same 6«. 1G34 I buried Alice Whitesides, Feb. 22d, who 
being but one weeke in the parish of Ripe, died as a stranger, 
for whose mortuary I, John Goffe, had a gowne of Elizabeth 
her daughter, price 10«." 

In the month of June, 1811, a stone was placed on the 
south side of the road, opposite the church of Chart Magna, 
in Kent, with this inscription — " In memory of Ann West, 
widow, of this parish, who died 10th March, aged 59 years. 

" The reverend rector being a hard 
Austerely rigid man, 
Within the *«1U of this church yard 
Ue will not let me stand, 
Unlcsa a fee be paid to him 
Two shillings and two pounds. 
So to thu memory of u friend 




"1641, May 25th were married Walter Sherwood (84 
annos natus), and Joaune Goodwin (64 annos natus), both 
of this parish." The register of Ticehurst, 1578, records the 
baptism of Gervase Cowper, Ruber, setatis 81. 

Durmg the time of the Commonwealth marriages were per- 
formed in a very easy manner. From the following extracts 
taken from the register of Warthng, it would appear that 
some regiment was quartered there in 1656, and that the 
officers officiated as the priests of Hymen. 

" April 24th, Roger Harrison and Elizabeth Pettit married. 
They were married by Capitaine Jenner. 

"June 19th, WiUiam Faulkner and Mary Elizabeth Ains- 
combe were married by Colonel John Rusbridge and by Mr. 
Paul Durande, at Mayfield." 

" July Ist, David Hart and Ceselie Hammond were married 
by Capitaine Stapley." 



J 



288 EXTRACTS PROM 

" This protestation was read by me, Williani Cooper, 
audience of all those whose names are uuderwritlcn, 
chancel of the parish church of Riiigraer, who did « 
and cheerfully protest it, every man, after the protei 
particularly made by him, setting his hniid or liis mark t 
as foUowetli, on Sunday, July 4th, 1G41. 

" In eternam rei niemoriam, et papatus infamiani. 
"Signed by Herbeut Spkingett, and 155 

" May tlie memory of snch rebellious rogues perisl 
their names be forgotten I So nishes Henry Snooke of 
nier, 1737."'' An u'ritable, disagreeable man mus 
Henry Snooko have been, to judge from the fuUowing en 
"Jan. 2Stb, 1759, Mr. Snooke was publicly reprovtid i 
indecent beliavionr and supercilious scoffs at the minii 
sermon time, by J. Townsend, curate, late of Russell i 
Virginia. 

The solemn league and covenant which was taken 
subscribed, in 1644, by the Lords and Commons 
Assembly of Divines, and which was by special ordeC 
and explained by the ministers to their congrfgatioijs, '. 
preserved in the register of Newhaven, and it is signf 
more than fifty of the inhabitants. Among other 
nicaaiires there proposed, those who subscribed " did 

1 The proWstation, which, with i Utile •lUnlion would ilo viry well fisr tiM 
eiaergeucy, and which hu been torn out,prabablyby Ihehaiid dTthr ituDgnuit Mr^ 
is u foUows; — "I. A B, in Ihe presence of Almightj' God, promise, vow 
mBintuD nnd dHend, u fur u lawfutljr I nii;, with my Ufe, power, sod 
reformed ProtciUiit religiou, expressed in the doctrioea of the Chureli of 
bU Popery oad pojiUh innovalium vrilhin Iliis realm, contraij' to tlie itniB docl 
according lo tlie duly of tuy olleginnce to hit Srlnjcsiy's royal person, hoooor u 
o^ klso the povrer ond privilege of Parliameot. the Uwfid riglits uid Ubenje* ct 
ject, and every person that uiaketh thii pruteslation in wlmtioever he ihall H 
hiwful pumuoce of Ihe »nie ; and to my power, and u far ai lawfully I m^ 
oppose, Biid by all good wayi and meana eudeuvoar to bring to wndign 
Bueh as sliall cither by lore*, practice, oouncili, plots, conspiradcs, or otherwlac, 
thing to (he rontnuy of anything in Ihli proleatuion contained ; and furtlitr that 
b all just and LonQutshle ways, endeavour to presenrc the union lietween 
luid. and Irclanil, and neltlicr fur liope, fear, nor other rctpcct dull fdfaqn 
promise, yon, and proieitation." This [iroteiUtiou was fint taken onlj' by Uia 
of holh houMt of ParUamenl, but nas soon aflerwanla printed and diaperved Ut 
country ; and CUrendrm layi lliul the use mute of il hy the schismaliral prtkdien 
lliB rage nnd fury of the peoiile. and grealPy InflueiiHid the fate of llie Earl of Stnl 
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their hands lifted up to the Most High God swear that they 
would, without respect of persons, endeavour the extirpation 
of popery, prelacy — that is, church governaieiit by archbishops, 
bishops, their chancellors and commissioners, deans, deans 
and chapters, archdeacons, and all other ecclesiastical officers 
depending on that hierarchy." 

" A true account of the bownds of the parish of Ringmer, 
taken by Mr. John Lillie, vicar, with several of the parish- 
ioners, in rogation week, being the 14th, 15th, and 16th dayea 
of May, 1 083. The procession was as follows — 

" Monday y* 14th of May, after divine service at our parish 
church, we went from thence along the king's highway, to a 
place called Stone Street * * * and over the hedge at a 
crabb tree. * * * From thence we went to the house of 
Mr. Henry Plunimer, where both men and boys were worthily 
entcrtayned at a plentiful good dinner, and thus ended our 
first day's perambulation." The second day they ended at 
the house of tady Springett, " where there was a collation 
provided for the parishionei-s, and soe ended the second day's 
perambulation." The close of the third day brought them 
back to the crabb tree, at which place "wee sange a psalm, 
and our minister read the Epistle and Gospel, to request and 
supplicate the blessing of God upon the fruites of the earth. 
There did Mr. Richard Gunn, by reason of his building a new 
apartment to his house at Middleham, invite all the company 
to the Clarke's house, where he expended at his own charge a 
barrell of beer, besides a plentiful matter of provision brought 
from his own house ; and soe ended our third and last day's 
perambulation." 

The psalm ordered to be sung on this occasion in the 19th 
of the Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, was the 103d, begin- 
ning with '■ Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me bless his holy name," No order of prayer was appointed, 
but in the same Injunctions the curate was directed at certain 
convenient places to admonish the people to give thanks to 
God in the beholding of God's benefits for the increase and 
abundance of his fruits upon the face of earth. 

Nicholls, after giving a short summary of the topics dwelt 

upon in the Hornby for the procession day, thus concludes — 

IV. ' 19 
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" These are all excellent instructions, and though they have 
been long despised as the productions of a simpler age, yet 
they would serve very much to the improvement of this 
politer one, if they were more frequently, as they ought to 
be, made use of." 

Among the taunting questions put to Bishop Jewell by his 
Roman CathoUc opponent, John Rastell, there is this — " To 
come to the time of the apostles, did you ever hear and read 
that a procession about the fields was used in the rogation 
week, rather thereby to know the bounds and borders of 
every parish, than to move God to mercy, and stir men's 
minds to devotion?"^® From the imputation thus conveyed 
the minister and parishioners of Ringmcr at least were free ; 
and with this genuine and simple proof of the piety and hos- 
pitality of our forefathers it is best that this paper should 
conclude. 

^ Heylin'a History of the Reformation. 



NOTES ON THE 

CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET, FRAMFIELD, 

AND ON THE ANCIENT PARISH GENTRY. 

BY THE REV. HENRY ROSEHURST HOARE. 



" Time cannot make such waste, but something will appeare. 
To shew some little tract of delicacie there ; 
Or some religious worke in building manie a day. 
That this penurious age hath suffred to decay. 
Some limb or model drag'd out of the ruinous mass 
The richness will declare, in glorie whilst it was.'' 

Drayton's Poly-Olbion, — Ist Song. 



Perhaps the progress of ages and the changes "which 
time is charged to inflict," are nowhere more intelligibly, and 
I may add painfully, exhibited, than in our ancient parish 
churches ; though, from their sacred character and generally 
secluded situations, we might have augured for them a milder 
destiny. The ecclesiologist would have little difficulty in 
reading their history, even were there no records extant. He 
marks the progress and decline of art ; the rude spoliations 
of fanaticism ; the neglect and apathy of succeeding years ; 
and the combined abominations produced by a vitiated taste 
and a covetous spirit. And yet, with all this, as it has been 
well remarked, there is hardly a single church of those erected 
previously to the times of the great Rebellion, which does not 
retain about it some features of interest or beauty. But it is 
no easy matter, in many instances, to retain these ; anterior 
neglect now entails upon us the necessary evil of restoration, 
or rather renewal ; fol", though we may imitate, yet we cannot, 
strictly speaking, restore, ruined features. Even in the case 
of a church, which has been happily released from its accumu- 
lations of paint and whitewash, renewed as to its mutilated 
portions, and so far reinstated in its pristine beauty, we feel 
that much of the charm of antiquity is gone, for, where the 
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work Is well executed, we can hardly discern the nei^mn 
the old : we feel therefore distmstful of it all, and can scarcely 
persuade ourselves that the chui'ch was actually reared in the 
days of a Norman or a Plantagenet. However, there is no 
help for it now : all we can do is to record ancient features, 
both of those churches which remain in a state of neglect an(j 
decay, and of those which have been swept and garnished. 

The foregoing remarks are painfully applicable to the 
ancient Church at Framfield, which has recently undergouc 
considerable reparation. Still it is worthy of careful attention, 
and the work ia in some resj)ects better than that of many in 
the neighbourhood. 

It is very probable that a church existed at Framfield at 
;he time of or soon after the Norman Conquest, though no 
records of it have been discovered. 

In the Doomsday Survey, Framfield (Framelle) gives name 
.0 one of the hundreds in Pcveusey Rape.' 


1 




Doomsilaj Book, 106S. 


County Rate. 1624. 


CountrlUle. 1B33. 




FrameUe. 
FrameUe, Gorde, Horatedc. 


Lorfeld Dorset. 
Framfield, Lindfield. 
Uckfield, Bujted. 


Loxfield Dorset. 
Frarafield. Busted. 
Uclcfidd, Isfield. 


L 


Being at that time probably a parish of some consideration 
t would doubtless have a church. 

Like the names of most other parishes, the ancient spelling 
of Framfield is vai-ious ; but as it was formerly often written 
and still is pronounced by the common people) FrantfieU, 
he Rev. E. Turner's conjecture seems probable, that Frant is 
a corruption of Fertiet, and that the parish was anciently 
called Fernetfield, signifying an extent of land covered with 
fern. The village of Frant, near Tonbridge Wells, was 
anciently written Fernet, probably from the same reason. 

The parish doubtless consisted principally of forest, like 
he rest of the Weald. An extensive common, called Bamet 

' A fam-houM in the parish itill bean the iume of the Hundred- House, and may be on 
he lile of that -hoe the Hundred Coorti andenlly were heid. (Horafield'i Suuex. toL i. 
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Wood, contained timber witliia the memory of some of the 
inhabitants. 

Hayley says that a payment was ordered, by Archbp. 
Stephen, of four marks, out of the Church of Franifield (Fremes- 
feld), which was a pecuhar of Canterbury, to the Sacrist of 
South M til lin g College. There can be little donbt that the 
prelate here named was Archbishop Step. Langton, who was 
primate in the early part of tlie reign of Hen. Ill ; a period 
rather earlier than can be assigned to the present church, so 
that an older one would then be standing. At what time 
Framficld was made a prebend of South Mailing does not 
appear, but probably by Archbishop Langton, who ordered the 
payment above mentioned, and who, according to Tanner, 
made Mayfield a fifth prebend in the same chuvch. 

In a valuation of the deanery of South Mallnig, made in the 
reign of Richard II, Framfield prebend was valued at lOs." 
In 1534, 26 Hen. VIII, at £17. 0*. Id? 

The ordination of a vicar in the Church of Framfield was 
made, a.d. 1266, by Archbishop Boniface, whose primacy 
extended from 1244 to 1270.* He is the reputed founder of 
the present Church, the date of which agrees with that of the 
above-mentioned ordination ; and being dedicated in honour 
of St. Thomas a Becket, and the parish (till lately) a pecuhar 
of Canterbury, there seems some probability in the tradition.* 

Till the reign of Henry A'lII the archbishops were civil 
as well as ecclesiastical lords of Framfield.^ The extensive 
manor of South Mailing, which belonged to them, was divided 
into three beadlewicks, of which Framfield was one ; and iu 
1642, 34° Hen. VllI, the archbishop granted that part of the 
manor which was comprehended within the beadlewick of 
Framfield, and afterwards called the manor of Framfield, to 
Sir Thos. Palmer. 

The advowson of this living, though formerly vested in the 
college of South Mailing,^ seems to have been held with the 
manor since the suppression of that establishment. Sir Philip 

* Ilonfield'B HiBlory of Lewes. ' Tanner Nolit. Motiut. 

* CbBrtulan of tlie archbishopric of Caaterbury, Bodleiau MSS., Oion. p, 1 ^4 ; Bnirall 
USS., ta\. 5(197. 

' I have bees told that this a on record, bat am unable (o discover such autborit;. 
' The Coir granted by one or the girunates Id Framfield is do longer held. a.d. 1314, 
e Edw. II. Cantuar. Arclucpm- Fremeteld /tr. . . Tower Rec. Cart. No. 10. Bur. MSS. 
' EcWa't TheMurua. 
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Sidney was lord of the manor, and most probably a 
of the living (he was lord and patron of Bnxted). At his 
death, in 1585, the lordship passed to his daughter and heir 
Elizabeth, wife of Roger, earl of Rutland ; * and afterwards, 
together with the patronage, to the Sackvilles, earls of Dorset, 
and Tiiftons, earls of Thanet. 

A.D. 1 292, 21 Edward I. In the taxation of Pope Nicholas, 
the Church of Framfield paid 1 5 marks.^ 

Godardus was an early incumbent of Framfield, probably 
in the reign of Hen. III. ^^M 

Gilbert dc Clivc, vicar, about 1266, ^H 

John Leff, rector, (qii. vicar?) 1545, 37 lien. VHI. ^| 
The present Chiu-ch dates about the year 1200, being pa- 
haps built when the ordination of the vicarage was nmde. 
The plan is somewhat cruciform, including nave, chancel, 
north and south chantries, north and south aisles, north porch, 
and formerly a tower, which unfortunately foil, and has never 
been rebuilt. Tlic stylo is that of the later period of Early 
English, but it is difficult to trace it externally, as so many of 
the ancient features have been destroyed. Both the a^es 
were for the most part rebuilt during the Tudor period ; the 
original work, consisting of smaller stones, may be traced in 
the lower pai-t of the walls ; the original windows, both in the 
aisles and clerestory, are gone ; those by which they are suc- 
ceeded being square-headed, of two lights, of the Tudor date, 
injure the general effect of the Chiu-ch by their modern shape 
and size. 

One of them lights a bay on the south side, which was 
formerly occupied by a doorway opposite to that on the north. 
The aisles are very narrow, as are those of most of tlie early 
churches in this county ; but the proportions of the Church 
are very good. The nave is divided into four bays; the 
arches are of a good shape, though rather wide in proportion 
to the height of the piers ; they are plain chamfers, of two 
orders ; the piers are octagonal ; the abacus of the capital is 
formed of the scroll-moulding. The nave-roof is strengthened 
with tie-beams, and is coved, and panelled with oak-boards, 
fretted with ribs, which are adomed at their intersections with 



' Vaae £i, Bodleinn MSS. 
' BnTTdl MSS. til the king's 

£1. On. ed. 




valiinl nt £13, tn. 9d. 
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bosses, of the square Tudor flower, carved aud coloured. 
This roof has lately been entirely renewed ; the rain had so 
long been suffered to penetrate it, that much of the panelling 
decayed. Mauy of the bosses were broken in the removal ; 
some have however been preserved ; they are beautifully carved, 
and as sound as ever,'" 

The chancel-arch is lofty, and of fine proportions. On the 
north side is the doorway with three steps, whicli led to the 
rood-loft. When Sir Wm. Burrell visited the Church there 
was a richly carved rood-screen, which, it is to be regretted, 
has long since entirely disappeared; he describes it as "an 
ancient screen of carpentry, panelled to the height of four 
feet, over which it is framed in open work, riclily carved, and 
rising in the whole about twelve feet from the ground." 

Like the rood-screen, the ancient chancel is numbered 
among the things which were ; it long withstood the ill- 
usage of chm'chwardens, who partially ceiled it inside, and 
despoiled the east window of its tracery ; but at length the 
walls cracked, and the chancel became so much dilapidated, 
that it was found necessary to take it down and rebuild it, in 
1848. The dimensions aud proj)ortions of the old building 
were followed ; it was formerly lighted by trefoiled lancets, 
till the chantries were built, which open into the chancel, each 
by an arch of the same proportions as those of the nave. 
A single lancet remains on each side, east of the arches. 

The east window was of the Early Decorated date, probably 
rather later than the chancel. The new window, built with 
Caen stone, is filled with geometrical tracery, resembling a 
compartment of the west window of Tintem Abbey. A small 
trefoil-headed aunibrye existed in the north wall, aud a piscina, 
of similar shape, on the south. A hagioscope on each side 
opened a view of the altar to the chantries. The new roof, 
like the former one, is of tlu'ee bays. 

The dates of the foundation of the chantries are unknown ; 
that on the north side belongs to the Hempstead estate, aud 

" We would entreat those clergymen who are al any time engaged in cfaarcli repairs, 
personally to lupehtitentl the taking duwD of any old carred kotIi, of wood at stone, which 
is at ail capable of being re-erectei! ; the workmen will generally, either wilfully or cara- 
tCBaly, destroy it. and much RnE sculpture ii thus often tacriliced. Eien if a clerk of the 
workB a eniployeii. he i> not alniyi to be tniated ; he cannot be luppoW lo hate the 
aame interest in the church ea Itie clergyman, and will oflco make more work for his em- 
ploy er than it neccuary. 
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was, probably, built by a family named tie Hempstead, 
time of Edward I. They lived and seem to Lave become 
extinct in the parish before tlie days of registers, as no notice 
of them is there to be found. The only known records of the 
family relate to Roburt de Hempstead, in Fromfield, temp. 
Edward 1, to whom Archbishop Peckham granted a charter of 
maimmission, elevating liim from the condition of a villain to 
that of a freeman. It is dated at Tenham, Kent, March 22, 
1284, and signed by Thomas de Marines, Sir Roger de Lewk- 
nor, Sir Roger la ^\'arl•e, and Sir WUham Mauke ; " and one 
of the collectors of tlie ninths (of fleeces, lambs, and sheaves) 
in 14th Edward HI, 1340, was Robert de Hempstead, pro- 
bably a sou of the forementioned Robert. 

The style of the chantry is that of the date 1280, so that it 
probably was founded as a mortuary chapel, and attached to 
the estate by Robert de Hempstead, soon after hia fortunate 
elevation. On the north side is a couplet of lancets, trefoiled, 
and a doorway ; in the east wall is a window of two lights, 
with a pointed quatrefoil in the head. The original form of the 
window-head is given in the Uthograph, but unfortunately it 
was not followed by the masons in the rebuilding. The only 
relic of stained glass ui the church is in this window ; it is a 
small circular piece hi the head, containing a figure in a long 
robe, crowned, and holding a sceptre in his right hand ; on 
each side is a clump of trees, and, in the distance, the outline 
of a church tower and spire. The lines are in black and 
brown, and the crown, sceptre, and trees, in yellow : there is 
no other colour. This piece is very probably of the same date 
as the chantry. 

The south, or lieulley Clmpel, is of considerably later date 
than that on the nortti side. It was attached to the estate of 
Bentley, in tliis parish, the residence of the Gages, and dates 
about the reign of Henry VII. The two windows, south and 
east, are similar, of three lights, under a depressed arch ; there 
is a south entrance. The only monument is a mural brass, in an 
alabaster frame, to the memory of Edward Gage, esquire, who 
married Margaret, daughter of John Shelley, of Michelgrove, 
esquire, and died a.d. 1595. He and his lady are repre- 
sented kneeling at the altar; behind him are three soiM} 

lis curious document may be seen in Honfield'j History of Lewca fl 
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behind her, five daughters ; above are their names, and below 
an inscription taken from the office for the dead — " Domine, 
secundum actum meuni noli me judicari," &c. Some sepul- 
chral family slabs, being much broken, and the inscriptions 
obliterated, were sunk in the ground, and the new pavement 
was laid upon them. 

Tradition reports that the tower fell on a Sunday evening, 
soon after service, in the year 1667. In the following year the 
west wall was rebuilt, and the foundations of a new tower 
carried as high as the plinth ; after this the work was stopped, 
mider pretence that the inhabitants were unable to bear the 
expense ; but the truth was " (according to Sir W. Burrell) 
the Currants, Stones, and Peckhams, who were the principal 
inhabitants, were Dissenters, and refused to continue the work. 
Some time afterwards an unsightly wooden turret, resembling 
a pigeon-cote was erected ; but as this has lately been re- 
moved, wc would fain hope that a new tower will ere long be 
seen raising its massive and comely form. 

The following initials and date are carved on a 
stone at the north-west angle of the nave. The 
initials are probably those of the churchwardens 
(perhaps Durrant and Stone), and the date would 
mark the time of the repairs after the accident. There was a 
peal of six bells, which, by the fall of the tower, were broken 
or cracked. Sir William Burrell said that the parishioners pro- 
posed to apply for a facidty to sell four of the bells, and to 
expend the money in repairing and beautifying the church ; 
and it is probable that the bells thus found their way to neigh- 
bouring steeples ; some being hung, as is said, in the tower of 
East Grinstead Church; and thetenor of the peal at Rotherfield, 
the largest bell in the county, is reported to have belonged 
to Framfield. 

Few parishes seem to have had so many families of respect- 
ability amongst the ancient gentry, and living at the same 
period, as Framfield. As they have nearly all passed away, a 
few notices of them may not be uninteresting, whilst we are 
speaking of the Church, within and around which their ashes 
are garnered up ; though no costly monument remains, to dis- 
tinguish their graves from those in which " the rude fore- 
fathers of the hamlet sleep." 

n BurreU MSS. 
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G\GE, OF Bentley. — This family was a junior btwi^ 
Gages of Firle ; tliey ajipear to have possessed and resided on 
their estate from an early period. Edward Gage, Esq., whose 
monument has been noticed, is mentioned as amongst the 
recusants reported by the sheriffs of the eounty to Quot'ii Ehza> 
both (see Suss. Arch. Collections, vol. 11, p. &2). During the 
residence of the Gages, Bentley possessed a large tuansion. 
and a very extensive park ; the woody domain, called Plashet 
Park, is said to have belonged to it. Both estates are the 
property of Viscount Gage. A farm-house is all that remains 
of the Bentley mansion. The eventual heir of this branch of 
the family was Lucy, daughter of John Gage, Esq. of Bentlev ; 
she married Wilham Herrick, Esq., grandfather of the present 
William Herrick, Esq., of Beaumanor Park, co. Leicester. 

Arms : per saltire, arg. & az., a saltire gu. : quartering 
St. Clcre ; az. the sun in splendour, or.'^ 

Warnett, of Hempstead. — This family were the succes- 
sors, and ])robabIy heirs, to that named De Hempstead, the 
most ancient possessors already noticed. The Wanictts ap- 
pear to have possessed the Hempstead estate from the reign 
of Heniy VI, and perhaps earlier. The name occurs fre- 
quently in the register books. Tiie Biurell MSS. raeotion a 
monument once existing in Buxted Chiu-ch (the Heuipst«ad 
estate extends into Buxted) to the memory of John Waniett, 
a member of Fumival's Inn, who died in 1486. The only 
monument in the Hempstead chanti-y is to the memory of 
Francis Warnett, Esq., who died in the lifetime of his father, 
1622. He married Aim, daughter of Sir Edward Bo^-s, of 
Eredfield, co. Kent. John Warnett married tlie sister of 
Thomas Langstone, bishop of Winchester, temp. Henry \'1I. 
He made hia will July 28, 1625, 17th Henry VHI, sealed 
with his coat of arms. About the year 1C93 the VVametts 
appear to have become extinct in the male hne, by the death, 
without issue, of John, Edward, and Thomas, sons of Edward 
Warnett, the last possessor, in the lifetime of their father. 

Anus : arg. a stag salient, sa. ; over all frctty, vert. (See 

" On a iiatchmenl, fonnwly in the Gngi; chanlry, was llie coal of Cage niid St. Clrre, 
Impaling, gu. a feaa cheeky, arg, & sa. betnccn sis cross mnsteti, arg.; tlieamis of liotder, 
of Bramfield, co. Uertfbrd, sprung from the Baruiis Bnlrlrr, o( Wemme and Otb 
(Burke). But Mr. Lower infonut nie ibai he can fiiul no nmioh at ■ Bentlev C 
tmjr member of tlui faniLly. 
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lithograph). The Hempstead estate is now the property of 
the earl of Liverpool. 

Peckham, of Arches. — The first of this family of whom 
we have any record, is John, archbishop of Canterbury, con- 
secrated in the year 1272. He was a native of Sussex, of a 
family in Immble hfe. Lewes claims the distinction of being 
the place of his nativity, but without any apparent grounds, 
though its priory is called " the convent of his love." (See Suss. 
Arch. Collectiojis, vol. H, p. 33.) His connection with Fram- 
field suggests the probability that he was bom in the parish. 
He built a palace at Tarbledown, in Frarafield, of which there 
were some remains, according to Lee, in the latter part of the 
last century. Some members of the family continued to reside 
in the parish, and they are fii'st mentioned as of Arches, in 
IGIO. This manor had previously been in the possession of 
a family named Thatcher, a junior branch of the Tliatchers of 
Broyle Place, in Ringmer, and afterwards of Pricsthaws in 
Westhani. The last of this branch was James Thatcher, who 
sold the manor and estate to John Peckham, in whose de- 
scendants it remained, till, in default of heirs male of William 
Peckham, this lordship passed, in 1770, into the bands of his 
two daughters, the eldest of whom, Sarah, married, in 1776, 
the Rev. William Woodward, of Plumpton, and the younger, 
Mary, married the Rev. Henry Courthope, of Brenchley.'* 

The lordship of Arches is held of the paramount manor of 
Framfield ; it is described as the manor of Arches and Gote ; 
and like all other subordinate manors, is obliged to acknow- 
ledge its fealty to the superior lordship. Arms : ermine, a 
chief quarterly, or and gules. (See lithograph.) 

Stapi,ey. — Mr. Turner (see Suss. Arch. Collections, vol. H, 
p. 102) considers this family to have derived their name from 
the hundred of Staple near Battle : Edmund Knight, Norroy, 
derives them from the Stapleys of Cheshire ; they were a 
family of considerable note in Framfield, especially at the 
time of the Rebellion ; Anthony Stapley, the regicide, was 
son of Anthony Stapley, by Anne Moriey, the second of his 
four wives : he took a prominent part amongst the parlia- 

" This ealBte has pusctl b^ purchue inlo the ptMinrian of Alexander Doootu], E<q. 
The Peckbami were > branrh of Ihc great Ktntiih feioily. which is now rcprraenled in 
one of iU Uiira by Sir S. II. Pctkham MicklclhwaiU', Karl., one of the Vitc-rresiiicnts ot 
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nientaridus, and was ultimatel}' amongst 
King Charles's death-warrant : his name still appears legibly 
ill the copies of that iniquitous instrument. He was bom at 
Franifield in the year 1 590, and is thus registered -. "Aug. 30th, 
Anthonie Stapley, Gentleman." In 1634, he was member 
for the borough of New Shoreham ; this was the last session 
of James I and the first of Charles I. In 1028 he was 
member for Lewes with Sir George Goring, having unseated 
Sir George Rivera by petition. In 1653, the year of the first 
parliament summoned under the Protectorate, Anthony Stapley 
was one of the burgesses of the shire. This parliament met 
July Sth, and sat till December 12th. Besides Stapley. the 
members for the shire were William Spencer and Nathaniel 
Stukley. Anthony Stapley married Ann, sister of George 
Lord Goring, afterwards earl of Norwich. The perfidious 
conduct of Anthony and his son will be seen in the letters 
given by Ilorsfield in his History of Lewes. Lord Clarendon, 
speaking of this family, says that " they were of good ex- 
traction and good fortune in the county of Sussex, one of 
whom " (meaning Anthony) " was in the number of the 
blackest offenders, and one of the king's judges." 

John Stapley, the son and heir of Anthony, found it con- 
venient to espouse the cause of the Eoyahsts, and in conse- 
quence of his active part in the Restoration, he was created a 
knight by Charles II, and sebsequently a baronet. He was of 
Putcham, and as his baptism is entered in the registers of that 
parish, Mr. Turner conjectures that the Stapleya removed 
from Framfield to Patcham between the year 1615 and 1620. 
Herbert Stapley, son of Sir John, predeceased his father, 
without issue; consequeutly the baronetcy became extinct on 
the death of Sir John Stapley in 1701, aged seventy-three. 
A decayed member of this family still lives in Framfield, in 
the person of old Robert Stapley, who, though Uving on his 
own land, obtauis, with difficulty, the means of subsistence 
for his household. He has told me of the general belief of 
his family that an evil influence seems to hang over them in 
retribution for their guilty participation in the Rebelhon; and 
it would seem to be a part of that retribution, that no monu- 
ments remain to the Stnpleys in the church, nor is their resi- 
dence in the parish accurately known. I have been infora 
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that an ancient mansion called Tickridge was their residence, 
but other documents assign it to the Hays. W. Stone, Esq., 
has also told me that New Place was purchased by his family 
of the Stapleys, but still there is no authentic record of their 
old home in Framfield. 

Anns ; gu. within a bordure engrailed, three boars' heads 
erased, arg. (See lithograph.) Another coat borne by this 
family was, arg. on a fesse engrailed ermine between three 
hurts, two dragons' heads erased, or. This was probably the 
coat of the Pramfield branch. 

Stone, op New Place. — This is one of the oldest names 
in the Pegisters, and the only family who has a representative 

in the parish in the present day. A marriage of Stone 

with Anne Warnett, of Hempstead, is recorded under the 
date of 1535. No circumstances of particular interest are to 
be noted of this family : their mansion of New Place, pro- 
bably on the site of one more ancient, is of the late Tudor 
date, but now reduced in size, and occupied by farm servants ; 
it has very massive chimneys ; and the mullions of the kitchen 
window are of great substance, in oak. The farms of New 
Place, Stone Bridge, and Gate House, which last was till 
lately the property of Robert Stone, Esq., are now all in the 
possession of William T. Stone, Esq., the last of his race, and 
unmarried. 

Arms : sa. a chevron engrailed, between three cinqnefoila 
arg. ; crest, a demi-cockatrice, rising arg. winged and crested, 
or. Granted in 1628, and certified by Sir WUiiam Segar, 
Garter, in the Visitation, 1633.'* {See hthograph.) 

IsTEn. — This family came from Eysted, a large maritime 
town of Denmark, and settled at Frarafield, about the time of 
Edward HI ; they enjoyed a considerable estate, part of which 
continued in the family till 1718, when it was sold by Thos. 
Isted, Esq., of Ecton, co. Northampton. The present repre- 
sentative of this family is Ambrose Istcd, Esq., of Ecton.'* 

Arms ; gu. a chevron vair, between three talbots' heads, 
erased, or ; crest, a buck's head, erased, proper, attired and 
ducally gorged, or, (See hthograph.) 
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Hodgson, of Poundslet and Tickbidge. — The firstof Ad 
family mentioned is Robert llod^oti, descended from a f amil y 
ill the north ; he lived at Vnmifield in tlie rt-igii of Hen. Vlll. 
The Hodgsons were gim-founders, aud possessors of the 
Poundsk'V foundrir' and estate, as we learn from the pedism 
uf the Morleys, of Glynde, in which Robert Morley is said to 
have married Siisanuah, daughter and heiress of Thomas 
Hodgson, of Poandsley, gentleman. Little is known of the 
mansion of the Hodgsons. called Tickridge ; it appears to have 
given name to a more ancient family, recorded in the registers, 
p.y. the burial is recorded, in lOOi, of " Mother Tickridge." 
When, in 1G39, Goldsmith Hodgson died, seized of Tickridge, 
it is descriWd as a messiiage and lands, containing sixty acres, 
hnlden of AVilliam Peckham, as of tlie manor of Anies, by 
fealty. The house has been called "an ancient aud once stately 
mansion," though little of it remains ; possibly before the 
Hodgsous it may have been the residence of the Staplcys. 

Arms of Hodgson : ermine, on a chief gules, tlu^e cutlasses, 
erect sxg. hilts or {see lithograph) ; crest, a griflfiu's head 
erased or, in the beak a dexter hand, erased ut the wrist gu. 
Granted by AV. Scgar, Garter, 162S. 

From the family of Hodgson the Tickridge estate appears 
to have passed into that of Haies, or Hay, who were resident 
in the parish in tlie reign of James I. They continued in 
possession of the property till the year 1690, when they 
removed to Little Horstfd Place, which had been the seat of 
the elder branch of the family; William Hay being described 
in Sir William Biirrell's pedigree of the family as being bom 
at Uorstcnd, in 1594, They were a branch of Hay, of Glynde 
Bourne, who bore, ar. on a fesse gu. between six martlets sa. 
two martlets or. 

It seems probable that Tickridge passed directly from the 
Hays to the Faggs. of Shepherd's Hill, in Buxtcd. as they 
possessed the property soon aft*TWnrds : and as the Fa^s did 
not require Tickridge as a place of residence-, it might be from 
that time suffered to fall into decay. With the rest of the 
Fagg estates, Tickridge passed, by marriage, to the Gorings, 
of Wiston, the present possessors. Fagg, of Wiston, bore, gu. 
two bends vaJre. ^^^ 

L Smith, op Hiohlanps ami Little Strkele, nppeia^^| 

k -1 
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liave been a very ancient family, but not enjoying any con- 
siderable estate in Framfield. In the time of Sii' William 
BiureU, Mr. J. Smith, of Little Streele, had in his possession 
admittances of his ancestors to the copyholds enjoyed by him, 
from 2 Hen. VII, 1486." The estates passed, by purchase, 
to the family of 

DuRRANT, OF Gbeat Streele. — This was also an ancient 
family, according to Sir William Burreli, but little is left 
recorded of them. The last of tlie family, Robert Durrant, 
Esq., died towards the end of the last century ; the Woodwards 
were his nephews and heirs. 

French, op Estones.— Ob an inquisition, post mortem, 
taken 7th June, 7 Car. I, 1030, the jury found that John 
French, gentleman, son of Thomas French, died 13th Jan. 1630, 
seised of a messuage and lands in Framfield, called Estones, 
alias Threeles farm, holden of the carl of Dorset, of his manor 
of Framfield, in free socage, by fealty.'* A locahty is still 
known by the name of "Estones," or "Eason's Green." The 
Frenches were ironmasters, as it appears by the mention of 
"John Frenche's hammer," in R. Leche's answers to articles 
of inquiry, temp. Elizabeth.'" TTie foundry was probably in 
the vicinity of Barnet Wood. 

The pedigrees of Wamett, Stone,and Hodgson, are in Berry's 
Sussex Genealogies. The modern monuments in the Church 
are principally to the Woodward family, of Highlands and 
Streele. There is a monument to the Rev. Thomas Wharton, 
formerly vicar, who died Slst May, 1767. He was descended 
from the ancient Barons Wharton, of Wharton Castle, co. 
Westmorland, and the Whartons of Kirkby Thore, Ridge 
Grange, and other manors, in that ooimty. They were allied 
to the ancient families of Conyers and Myddelton. A relatioti 
of Mr. Wharton, Isabella Paris (whose maiden name was 
Wharton), died, in humble Ufe, 9th April, 1849, in her 94th 
year. The Whartons bore, sa, a maunch, ar. within a bordurc 
or, charged with eight pairs of lions' paws saltire ways, erased 
gu.; the bordurc being an augmentation granted by Edw, VI. 

In a list of the monks of Lewes Priory, in 1526 (given in 
Suss. Arch. CoUeciiorts, vol. Ill, p. 204J, occurs the name of 
David Fremfyld, doubtless a native of this parish. 
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The northern names of Calverley and Osbaldeston occur in 
the Registers. 

The well-known antiquary, Sir Joseph Ayloffe, resided in 
Framfield, at a house called Wharton s, built by the Rev. 
T. Wharton : Sir Joseph's family arms and alliances are 
depicted in stained glass in the hm window. 



TENANTRY CUSTOMS IN SUSSEX- 
THE DRINKER ACRES. 

BY MR, WILLIAM FIGG. 

UBM 16, 1850.) 



In connection with the subject of " Manorial Cdstoms," 
in the Third Volume of the Sussex ArchtEoIoffical Collections, 
p. 249, it may be interesting to know, that there have existed 
other customs of a local character, which may be deemed 
BOniewhat cm-ioua, and among them that of the tenants of 
several parishes meeting on certain days of the year, in order 
to tread or set out the Brooks or Marshland, used in tenantry, 
for the purpose of their being afterwards mown, and at the 
same time of " making a drinking by spending the rent 
arising from pnrticidar pieces of land locally called 'Drinkers,' 
or 'Drinker Acres.' " 

Many of the parishes on the South Downs, in the neigh- 
boiu-hood of Lewes particularly, have a considerable quantity 
of brooks (locally so called) or marshes, mthin their limits, 
and generally, where the Down land was fed in common, and 
the arable was in tenantry, some portions of the brooks were 
in tenantry also. In the parishes of Kingston near Lewes, 
and Southeaee, it was so until they were inclosed, the former 
in 1830, the latter in 1842. In both these parishes were 
particular brooks called Wishes, and in each also there was a 
small piece of brookland called the Drinker ; it has been for 
years past a matter of curiosity tjo know the origin of the 
name, and tlie purpose for which these drinkers were, originally 
set out. By the following remarks I hope to be enabled to 
throw some light on the matter. 

In Kingston the custom connected with the Drinker ap|)ears 
to have been discontinued for many years, but at Southease it 
was kept up until the inclosure took place. 

IV. 20 
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The arable in these parishes was divided into 
and according to the number of yardlauds held by each pro- 
prietor, the rights of dopastimng the Down, and mowing and 
feeding the tenantry brook, were regidatcd. 

Having lately, through the kindness of a member of our 
Society, had an opportunity of copying, from a manuscript of 
the time of Elizabeth, the following " true and certain note" 
of the custom in Kingston, at that period, I have tlionght it 
right to embody it in this paper, with an nccouiit of the 
custom as continued in Southease up to the year 1842, 

It appears that up to a certain day in the spring, the brooks 
called Wishes were fed in common, by the stock belonging to 
the tenants, in proportion to their rights ; they were then laid 
off for mowing, and were, on a subsequent day, trodden out, 
that is, divided into pieces, to be mown for hay, each tenant 
taking sueh quantity as he might be entitled to, according to 
the number of yardlands he held. The Drinker in Kingston 
appears to have been used by the tenants of certain yardlaud, 
in a regular rotation of ten years, as described in 

" A tnie & certeine note how y' Drinker tlooth faule to erei^Tnans Intidc 
or yard wbhe in the parishe of Kingston, nigh Lewis, at y* time of 
trading of v' wishe. At which time, whosoever receiveth y* same to 
his parte, doothc pay xviij? to y* residue y' trade out y' Wyshy to 
mnkc thmn a drinking. 

1 . Pirate. Mr. Mychella lande had y* same wholy for iiij yard wiashcs. Anno 

Hegni Dne Eliz. Regine XVI- 

2. It. xvi}'^ Eliaohtithe. — MycheUs lande received the Drinker for ij yards & a 

hfllfe wishe, itichard Howells for a yard wiahe, and Mr. firsfild's for half 
a yard wiahe. 

3. It. xviij''' Elizabethe. — Ncwtons land for ij yard wiahe, k y' meaue bmdn 

for one yard wiahe, & Jone, a Bowerrs, for one yarde lande. 

4. It. xix'.'' Eli7.abethe. — Mr. Era^ld receiveth y' same for ij yarde wissh^ 

& AverdslaniJe & Hardmans land for ij yard wisshcs. 

5. It. xx° Eliz. — Ersfylda lande wholy for iiij yard wysshes of Pelca. 
fi. It. xxi° Elizabethe .^Cranea land receivetli y' same for ijj yard Trial 

Robte Howell for one yarde wishe. 

7 . It. xxij'.° Elizabethe, — Ihon Bamdeus lande rcc y* same for iij yard w 

& Thomaa HoweC for one yarde wishe. 

8. It. ixiij" Eliz — Gregory Ade for iij yard wishes, & Ihon Adams for c 

yarde wishe. 

9. It. xiiiijV Elizabethe.^ Shuamiths lande for y yard wisshes, & ] 

Towners for ij yard wiaahea. 
HJ. It. ssvV Eliz. — Ersfylds for iiij yard lande of Awfords, 

So y' every iiij yard wisahes receive y' Drinker yearly, a 
to y" order above written." 
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The above " note" I tliiuk fully explains tliis custom in 
Kingston, and it would thus appear that the person or per- 
sons, to wliose lot the Drinker fell by succession, had the nght 
to mow and depasture the same during tlie whole year, or 
until the next " trading of y* wish " took place, he or they 
paying eighteen pence " to make them a drinking," that is, 
the other or "resydue" of the tenants who were present at 
the treading out of the Wish. 

In the parish of Southease, the custom appears to have 
been somewhat different. The rights with which the Drinker 
was connected were confined to a portion of the " North Wish/' 
which was divided into fourteen parts called liides, and thirteen 
called clouts ; this land was cleared of slock, or as it is usually 
called laid off for mowing, on the 6th of April (old Lady Day) 
in every year. On the 10th of July, those tenants, who pos- 
sessed rights, met on the ground, and drew lots for the hides, 
commencing at the south end. The mode of drawing lots 
was as follows — Fourteen pieces of stick five or six inches in 
length were severally notched or marked with a knife with 
certain characters, named as follows : 





One Score. 


8. The " Doter.' 




Two Score. 


9. I>unghook. 




Three Score. 


10. Cross. 




Four Score. 


11, C. 




Five Score. 


12. C. 


6. 


Sis Score. 


13. D. 


7. 


Seven Score. 


14. The Drinker. 



These hides were not each mown wholly by one tenant, but 
in various proportions ; for instance, No. 8 was in six parts, 
No. 9 in six also. No. 10 in three, 11 went to a tenant in 
Heighton,' 12 to two tenants in Heighton, 13 the same, while 
the whole of the seven scores were held by the tenants of the 
adjoining parish of Telscombe * in various proportions. 

The tenants having met, the following was the mode of 
proceeding : these marked pieces of stick were put into the 

' See the " Custoniary Services by tlie Uomsgera of lUjton," vol. ii 
CoUeciicna. 

' The pariah of Tebcotnhe is situate whoUy on llie Downs, having ;io manh or meadow 
land, the Icnanls had therefore by some means obtained llie right of a " rut and away " 
upon ecrtaiti portions of the brunks in Snutliouc, tliat ja, to mow the grass snd carry otT 
theb*;. 
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pocket of one of the party, and drawn at random by those 
who had rights. 

As soon as the first stick was drawn it was stuck into the 
ground, on the south side of the first hide, and the turf was 
cut with a mark similar to that on the stick, in order that no 
mistake might be made as to whom the hide belonged at 
mowing time, and so on till all the sticks were drawn and the 
several pieces marked. 

Another portion of the North Wish, eastward of and lying 
between the hides and the river Ouse, was divided into 
thirteen pieces called clouts, which were mown and divided in 
the same manner and proportions as the hides, beginning at 
the north end, each hide taking a clout, except the Doter, 
which had no clout. 

If the hay was not cleared oflF by the 12th of August (old 
Lammas Day), the tenants of Southease could carry away all 
that might be remaining. 

The right of mowing and feeding half the Drinker Hide 
was, at the time of drawing lots, let yearly by auction to the 
highest bidder and the proceeds spent. The tenants dined 
together, spending one half the amomit, and the other half was 
given to the labourers of Southease " to make them a drinking," 
in order that they also might enjoy themselves. 

The man who acted as auctioneer was called the crier, and 
received one shilling for his trouble, and was always after- 
wards employed in setting or treading out the hides and clouts 
at mowing time. 

Some portions of the North Wish (lately called stumped 
pieces) were formerly called " Garlands." 



ON THE STAR INN, AT ALFRISTON. 

BY MR. MABK ANTONY LOWER. 

(partly head at the ALFRISTON MBKTXNO, OCT. 16, 1850.) 



The old Inn, which forms our place of rendezvous to-day, 
is well deserving of the attention of an Archaeological Society. 
The ravages of time, and the innovations called improvements, 
eflPected within the last fialf-century, have left us very few 
of the domestic edifices of Old England. While sdmost 
every village of this district presents us with a tinae-hpnoured 
temple for religious worship, (dating in not a few instances 
from Norman and Early English times), a medieval dwelling- 
house is a rare object. The immediate locality is, however, 
rather richer than most others in examples of this kind. 
Not to mention the two monastic edifices of Michelham and 
Wilmington, both now occupied as dwelling-houses, we find, 
in the adjacent parish of West Dean, the singularly interesting 
little parsonage-house so ably described in Vol. Ill of the 
Collections^ by the Reverend G. M. Cooper. In the same 
parish also is Charlston, a modem farm-house, but comprising 
some features of unquestionably Norman date. (Vide the 
present volume, page 46.) Here we have an inn, an " aun- 
cyent hostelrie " of considerable interest and curiosity — one 
which cannot fail to suggest reminiscences of medieval tavern 
scenes. Though not of sufficient antiquity to have afforded 
old Chaucer his " sop of wyn," or to have accommodated Syr 
John Maundevile after his long " voiage and travaile," or that 
other Sir John, whose memory is more strongly associated 
with such scenes, Ealstaffe, to wit, yet there can be no ques- 
tion that a representative of the last-named knight, in the 
days of bluff I^ng Hal, might have made himself perifectly at 
home here, and have deemed the Starre at Alfryston his lucky 
planet, if its kitchen was ruled, as doubtless it was, by some 
counterpart, of his favourite Mrs. Quickly. Here, at certain 
seasons, no doubt, a jolly Benedictine or two from Battayle, 
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dispatched on some commission from their father abbotf* 
touching his manor of Alciston. within the boundaries of 
which the house stands, found entertainment for their ambling 
palireya and themselves ; and here some reverend brother 
from Michelham, deputed to inspect the parish church of 
St. Andrew, then dependent upon his priory, would linger 
over a cup of good ale, on a fine autiunnal day, like this, ~ 
he had well-nigh forgotten monastic rule. But, — 
" Old times are changed, old maimers gone," — 



luger 
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and the archeeologist finds pleasure in making a railway pil- 
grimage to this interesting spot, which he can contemplate 
without any wish for the revival of the olden scenes and 
manners alluded to, but with many feelings of thankfulness 
that his lot has been cast in different and happier times. 

From the religious symbols with which the house is de- 
corated it has been conjectured that it was in some way 
connected with a monastic foundation. From the connection 
of Alfriston with Battel Abbey, it has been rather fancifully 
imagined that this building was invested with the well known 
privilege of sanctuary which that monastery possessed.' The 
antique, but now most wofuUy mutilated, Cross in the street, 
and the large size of the parish church, might seem rather to 
confirm the notion that Alfriston was a place of more than 
ordinary sanctity ; but as to tliis Inn, I must express my 
conviction that it was simp/^ an Inn, a house of entertainment 
for all comers, who could content themselves with the ac- 
commodation it afforded, and " mine host " by the paynuent of 
their reckoning. 

A good idea of the edifice may be gained from the ac- 
companying plate, and the decorations may be thus briefly 



Below the first, or left-hand window of the first floor, is a 
figure engaged with a dragon or wyvem. As he is devoid of 
wings, St. George, and not St. Michael, is probably intended, 
for the making of St. George a cavalier ia an innovation 
of comparatively recent date, as is proved by inniuuerable 
examples. Beneath window No. 2 are two serpents with 
intertwined tails, supporting a kind of niche or tabernacle. 

' Sec Chroniolc o( liallel Abbev, Iratulated by M. A. Lokct, p. 27 
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This group appears to be merely omnmeutal. Under the 
third window is a blank shield ; and to the right, near the 
sign-post, is a croucliing greyhound. Contiguous to this there 
was formerly a Bacchanalian figure, with bottle and flask, but 
tliis has disappeared. 

On a bracket, to the right of the kitchen window, is a 
figure in the costume of an ecclesiastical dignitary, mitred, and 
holding in his right hand a kind of orb, while his left is 
placed upon his breast. At his feet is a crouching animal, 
probably a hind, which would identify the figure as St. Giles, 
as a well known legend a.saert9 that the saint's life was once 
saved by an animal of that species. On a similar bracket, to 
the right of the door, is another ecclesiastical figure, which, as 
it is devoid of any symbol, it is difficult to appropriate. At 
the head of a shaft, by the left-hand door-post, is ti, fret or 
heraldric knot. This device, though home as a badge by 
several of our old baronial houses, does not appear to have 
been used by any Sussex family. The Anns of the Echynghatns 
indeed were azure, a fret urgent, and that family formerly 
had great possessions in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Alfriston, but as they had become extinct at the time of the 
erection of this house, the fret can hardly be attributed to 
them, and may perhaps be passed by as mere ornament 

The most interesting of all these wood carvings is the 
group forming the bracket at the angle of the budding It 
is composed of two heraldic animals sup 
porting a atafi", as in the accompanying 
wood-cut. The dexter figiu-e is doubt 
less intended for a bear, and the smister 
for a lion — the taU passed between the 
legs and thrown over the back. Between 
them is a staff" or mace, surmounted with 
a coronet. 

This device has always been a puzzh to 
local archffiologists, and to none more 
than to myself. That the animals were 
intended for the supporters of some noble 
family there seemed to be no doubt — 
the difficulty lay in the appiopnation 
The origin of supporters is involved in 
considerable uncertainty. After the arbi 
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trary figures introduced into circular seals, for the purpose of 
filling the blank spaces unoccupied by the shield, we find in 
sculpture a single animal grasping the staft' oi' a baniier, upon 
which the arms are depicted ; a fine example of this kind of 
supporter occurs over the entrance of HcrBtmonceux Castle — i 
the alauitt or wolf-dog of the Fyneses supjiorting their time- 
honoured banner of three lions rampant. To this single sap- 
porter succeed two animals upholding the shield — the existing 
distinction of peers of the realm, and of some few commoners 
to whom the right has been accorded. The representation 
however of two animals sup])orting a staff, instead of a shield, 
was, so far as my own observation extended, without a 
parallel, until recently, when, in tiu-ning over the thirteenth 
volume ofthe'Archseologia,* I found 
at p. 69 (in an Account of Inscrip- 
tions discovered on the Walls of 
an Apartment in the Tower of 
London, the ancient place of con- 
finement for state prisoners) a sin- 
gular carving, executed by John 
Dudley, son of John, Duke erf" 
Northumberland, during his incar- 
ceration, after the overthrow of his 
family for their daring attempt to 
place the Lady Jane Grey upon the 
throne. The resemblance between 
this device and the Alfriston carving is at once apparent, 
and there seems to be a strong probability that the latter was 
executed in compliment to a member of that ambitious and 
unfortunate house. 

The Tower sculptMe (which has some accessories to which 
reference here is unnecessary) represents a bear, collared and 
chained to a ragged staft', which is supported on the other 
side by a Uon with a bifurcated tail. The bear and staff 
formed, as is well known, the badge of the ancieut earls of 
Warwick. Edmund Dudley, the rapacious minister of 
Henry VII, married Elizabeth Grey, a descendant of the 
Beauchamps, earls of Warwick, and his son John, previously 
to his elevation to the dukedom of Northumberland, was, in 
1547, created earl of Warwick. Before the revival of that 
ancient title in \v\a fe\ottT, he assumed the "bear and ragged I 
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staff" of bis maternal ancestors, and in the sculpture before 
us, executed by his son, the " lion rampant double queue " of 
the paternal arms of the Dudleys is added on the other side 
of the staff. 

This device occiu's likewise ou a very singular hexagonal 
seal, an imprcssiou of which exists in the Hastings Museum.'' 
This seal, which appears to have been 
hastily executed during the few unhappy 
days of the reign of " Queen Jane," bears 
her name and title {Joanna Reff{ind), and 
the initials of her amiable but unfortunate 
husband. Lord GuikUbrd Dudley, with 
the date 1553. In the two conjoined 
shields are the royal arms, and the bear, 
staff, and lion of Dudley. In this case 
the bear and lion have changed sides of the staff, but that 
this is a mere bhinder of the artist is evident from the fact, 
that in the other shield a similar error is committed in the 
giving of the hons of England the priority to the fleurs-de-lis 
of France, for which there is uo precedent. 

In all the three examples the staves differ from each other. 
In the Tower one it is the true "ragged staff" of the old earls 
of Warwick ; on the seal it is forked above and below ; and 
in the Alfriston example it is plain, with a knob at top, sur- 
mounted by a coronet. There are also other discrepancies. 
At Alfriston the bear is not chained, and the posture of the 
lion's tail is different. The staff in the seal may be intended 
for the cognizance of Guildford. John Dudley, duke of 
Northumberland, married Jane, daughter of Sir Edward 
Guildford, and granddaughter of the Sir Richard Guldeforde, 
whose " Pilgrimage to the Holy Land " has recently been 
reprinted by the Camden Society.' Tins family, who ori- 
ginated at East Guldeford, near Rye, bore as their cogni- 
zance " a truuk of a tree, couped and raguled or, the points 
enflamed proper." It is not a little singular that two families, 
alhed by marriage, should have borne badges so very similar. 

■ I have not htxa able Id cliicorer nhere the oFiginal seal is prrsencd. A «u1phur uut 
of il is in the Mmeum of lUe SiisacK Archa:alogica] Sociely at Lewes Castle. 

' Edited bj Sir Henry BIUb, &om the anique copy printed by I'ynaon. The pilgrimiLge 
was made in 150G, the port of embarkation beinu Rye. 
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The staff at Alfriston, however, is clearly neither the ragged 
staff of Dudley nor the raguled tree of Guildford, but a plain 
official mace, surmounted with a coronet. 

Assuming this carving to have been executed by a mechanic 
ignorant of heraldric proprieties, we may, I think, with some 
degree of certainty assign this singular group to tlie Dudley 
family. The chief difficulty, however, in the way of Buch an 
assignation is, that they are not known to have been connected 
with this district. The story that Edmund Dudley, the 
duke's father, was the son of a travelhng carpenter, whom 
the monks of Lewes Priory patronised and educated, seems 
to have been a mere rumour, tu-st committed to historj' by 
Erdeawick, the Staffordshire topographer; but even if this 
were true it would not account for his device being placed at 
Aliriston. What is more pertinent is, that Edmund held the 
stewardship of the Rape of Hastings, in which he was possibly 
succeeded by his son, the eventual duke, after the reversal ofh^ 
attainder by Henry Vlll. This event took place in the third 
year of that monarch, but since Ehzabeth, the ultimate heiress 
of the Beauchainp armorials and the mother of John Dudley, 
did not succeed to them until 1526, on the death of her 
niece, an earlier date ought hardly to be attributed to this 
carving, considered as aDudley memorial.* On the other hand, 
the figures of saints, &c., found in juxtajiosition with it, will 
not allow us to name a date very considerably subsequent. 
Indeed it is with some difficulty that I bring myself to admit 
the work to be later than the very commencement of 
ICth century. 

Oiu- learned and valued member, W. S. Walford, Esq. 
whom I am under obligations for several suggestions t 
nected with this inquiry, thinks the group can be Uttle, if 
any, later than the earlier part of the reign of Hen. VlII. 
Whether or not it belongs to the Dudleys, the resemblance 
it bears to their device seems so curious, that I trust I shall 
not be charged with impertinence for havhig brought together 
matters not proved to be relevant of Sussex liistory, especially 

* If luch be rcollj' tlie case, a ijiiejtion ihb; iriu u to how bo iiitigiuficanl n buDduur 
came to lie <{ecDniIeil with the insignia of ■ noMe family. Perhaps (lie buUdo' of b bid 
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as my notions, if ill founded, may still assist some more acute 
archaeologist in arriving at a truer conclusion. 

I need hardly say that the lion placed in the angle below 
these figures has no original connection with the house: it 
was the figure-head of a vessel stranded on the neighbouring 
coast during the last century. 

In the interior of the house there are but few features de- 
manding attention. On the mantel-piece of the kitchen is an 
angel, forming a corbel. The parlour ceiling points to a 
period when Sussex timber was cheap, and when massive 
proportions were mistaken for strength. On the bracket of 
the principal beam is a shield inscribed with the letters i^t, 
one of the well-known abbreviations of the name of ^Iv^^ois. 

I think it would be easy to show, that at the period when 
this house was built, Alfriston was a place of greater import- 
ance than at present. Remote as it now seems from any con- 
siderable road, it was then probably on the usual route from 
the eastern towns of Sussex to the city of Chichester and the 
monastic establishments of West Sussex. Hence the Star 
Inn would become a " house of call " for pilgrims and the 
clergy who were wending their way to the tomb of St. Richard 
and the episcopal see. This, combined with the influence, 
possessed here by the abbot of Battel and the prior of 
Michelham, would give somewhat of a religious character to 
the house, and suggest the adoption of ornaments which 
appear at first sight rather incongruous with the objects of 
a road-side Inn. 
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LAMBARDE'S PcrambulatioH of Keut. *to, Blacft ICttcr, frit 
edition, good copy, ea(f. Ifi*, 1576 

Lambahde, — Another copy. A verbatim Reprint of tlie Edition of 1596. 

8vo, bill. 4» 6rf (pub. at V2i) 182B 

KiLBrRNE's (R. of Haiekhuril) Topographie, or Suirey of Kent. Small 410, 

portrait, iteat. Sa. 1B59 

Fhilipott's nilare Catilianum; or Kent Sun-eyed and lUuatrafed. Folio, 

cuU, neat {wanti a leaf). Ii 6rf 1659 

Philifott's Kent. FoEo, «Uk the rare map, caff. 15j 1659 

Phiupott's Kent. — Another copy. VoUo, Aa(f bound, uru^t. 14» 1776 
Philtpott's Kent. — Another copy. Folio, rciih numeroM MS. addition* on 

the margin*, prenuined to be by "Isaac Barymne," from that name being 

written on the title {no map). £1. 1* 1776 

Philifott's Kent. — Another copy. Folio (wants the map and one plate), 

fine paper copy, clean, in half calf. Idi firf 1776 

Not one copy in twenly of eilher editions of Philipotl occor with the tn«p. 
Habbis's History of Kent. Folio, plate* (but wants those of the Gentlemen's 

Seats), with a tony tieic and a plan of CmtterbHry by Hollar inserted, ca^f. 

£.1. U 1719 

Hasted's History and Topographieal Survey of the County of Kent. 4 vols, 

folio, many plalet, neat, in ho^nuiia. j611. We. ' 1778-99 

Hasted's History of Kent ISvola. 8vo,e«yn#a/. h> ra// jE6. 6« 1797-1801 
A Collection of One Hondrbd ENoaAviKcs, illustrative of the County 

of Kent, all taounled or inlaid in imp. allae ihaiclag paper . S.\. 5» 
J. R. Stuitb hu on ule many hundr^ Prints relating M Kent, priced from 
3J. upward*. 
A CuBinus Collection of -1000 Cuttings from Newspapers antl Pcriodicnis 

relating to Kent ; also 31 plates and 9 pamphlets relntiag to the same. 

£3 Ze 
Bebby's Pedigrees and Arms of the Families of Kent. Folio, Uidher t-n^k. 

uncut. JLS. Ifi. (pub. at £&. 6*) 
Bbitannia Depirta, comprising Views in the Co' 

Harding, and HiiUmandell. Royal foho, 

comprising "Kent." 22platei. 15* 
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2 WORKS RELATING TO KENT, SUSSEX. AND SlIRRBV. ON SALE 

BiBLloTtiECA C'antiana, a Eibliographicul A.craunt of wliat Has been pub' 
lialieil on the History, Topography, Antiqoitlcs, Custoitis, and Family 
Genealogy of Hie County of Kent, wilh Biographical Notes. By 
John Hubsell Smith. In a handsome 8vo volume, pp. 370. teilk Iteo 
plalfi of fae-timiles of Autograph* </ 33 emtitent KrntiiA K'rUat. 14*. 
BRDrcBD TO 6j — large paper, 10# 6rf 1837 

Vmtntl: — I. Ilistoriuu of the Couatr. II. Principd M*pa of the Count;. 
III. Henldic Vidtatioiix, with reTennce to the MSS. In llie Briliah Mtumm tad 
other places. IV. Tracli ininled duriog the Civil V/u ind ConiaiiHi««allh, 1 (i40-410. 
V. A ChroDologic*] IJit of ill the Locu., Pchsonal, *nd Pkivats Act* ol 
Piiii>medl(upi>u'd>or GOO), which have been pauediiD the CuaulT, from Eilward I 
to Queen VielorU. VI. Wtwka relUiTc to the County in general Vll. PuticuIiT 
rarithn, Seati, Cutioms. uid Funilr Geneilog}'. in alphabetical aMer. The wuik 
also comjirius a nDtii?e of every Paper that has been written on the County, ud 
publithed in the Philotophical TVannefioiu ^ Iht Royal Society, Gmtlrman't 
MagaiitK, ArehinAogia, Veliata MoavmnUa, ^e. 

" ktbte fM iton to evcTT Kentish library.ajid DUG which the general lustorinud 
antiquai; will do well to consult, llicemi to ui to be very iccurale and iiiill|ih<i. 
and Ire are aure that it cantaini Diiich ciirioni and valuable infonnstion, loeri. 
biographical, topographical, antiquarian, and uatiooal." — Lileraty Gaxette. 
Havelkind. — Sotnuer's Treatise ou Gavelkind, both Name and Thing, wiUi 
suudry Obserratious, both pleuaaiit and profitable to be known, of 
Kentish-Men aud others. 4to, riN« COPV, i» broitn calf. &g. 1660 
Gavelkind.— Somner's TrtMtise on Gavelldnd, both Name and Thing. 
With Life by Bp. Kenuelt. 4to, ieirf rdUian, neal and cUoh. 9a 17M 
(lATELKisD. — CoHweludinet Kaaciit. — A Hietory of Gavelkind, and other 
remarkable Customs in the County of Kent. By Charles Sandys, F.S.A. 
(CantiaHut). A thick handsome Svo volumo, tcilh factimilei, ei^ra elotJL 
IS" 1851 

liovs's (\Y. of Betahaitger') Yiew of the Agriculture of Kent. Svo, wufu, 
,Kal. in 6d 1796 

Dgabn's Historical and Topographical Accoimt of the Weald of Kent. Svo, 
pljiU», bd». 4« %d Croitbrook, 18:U 

BouBsDAY Book for the Counties of Kent, Sussfx, and Suirey, with a Trans- 
lation by Henaliall. ilo, map, ids. 7» 6rf I799 
ExcEUPTA. Selections from the Contributions of tlie Amid (containing sevcnd 
local Papers), l^nio. Privately piunted, eil»M. Si MaitUtone, 1336 
Fussell's (L.) Journey round the Coast of Kent. 8to, map, bit. 3a 1818 
Genil's of Kent, or County Miscelkny, 1792-3. 8 Nos., all published, hd». 
ten/ scarce. Go CaKterbury, W. &m. 
Greenwood's Epitome of the Historj- of the County of Ktnt, i lli'stbated 

WITH A PBOFtSlON OF pBINTS AND SOME DraWDJOS, and bound IB 
i \o\s., ehfanl, in ia^ iHorocco, ffill leavet. £13. 12* 18S8 

It coit the late proprietor £18. ISi. 

HensiIall's Specituens and Parts, containing a Histoid of the County of 
Kent, and n Dissertation on the Laws, from the Reign of Eilwan) tke 
Confessor to Edward I. 4to, milA a mop qf Kent from He aulograpk (d 
Dometdag, 1066. bd*. 3« 1795 

History of the Comity of Kent {from the Magna BrUoMnio). +to, «w 
m{/: 3* 64 Mont 1726 

Another copy. — Ho, with numeroiui MS. note* on the viarghu, half ealf. 
7*6rf .iboul 1786 

Hops. — Instructions for Planting and Managing Hops, and for niisiug Hob 
Poles, Svo, hal/atif. 3*. 6rf. IJ33 

Hops. — Bradley's Riches of a Hop Garden explained, curioiu Ji-on/iy>uee— 
Instructions for Planting and Klnnaging Hops, and for raiainir Hop 
I'oles, In one vol. fivo. rvry »«i/. 5» ^ji^ 
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Hops.— The Hop Planter's Assistant, a Collection of Useful Tables. 1 

Mai. 3* Maidgiime, i 

Hops.— RantlaH's State of the Hop Pkntationa. 8vo, haif ca(f. Sa Qd 1 

Kent, Sussex, and Surrey. — Notes ou the Churches in the Counties of 

Kent, Sussex, and Surrey, mentioned in Domesday Book, and those of 

rcKnt Date, including Comparative Lists of the Churches, and bouih 

Account of the Sepulchral Memorials and other Antiquities. By the 

Rev. Arthur Hussev, M.A. In 1 vol. 8vo, iUtulrafed teitk pfatet, 

price {to Sii6«cri6er» only) 15*. Nearlff ready for publication. 

Lysons' Environs of London. Vol. 4, royal 4to, eontains the History of IC 

Parishes in Kent, 12 in Essex, and 5 in Herts, within 13 miles of 

London. Bdn. pUite» f^xanl* a portrait). 6« 1TU6 

Meuokials of the Family of TufLon, Earls of Thaiiet. 8vo, plaiet {one 

Kantitig), bdi. 2« Crf— perfect copy, ^. (f. ext. 4* 6rf Graveiend, 1800 

Poll Book for the County of Kent, 1754. {Tlie frit printed for that County,) 

S\a,fine e.eg>y, in red taorocco, ffiU edffPt. l»6d — Another, wweii, 6a ITBi 

Poll Books for the Comity of Kent, 1790, 3»— 1802, 3«—Eo8tera Division 

nf Ditto, 1833, 2»— Ditto, 1837, 2j— Ditto, West Kent, 1835 and 1837, 

"is each 

Powell's (Naih.) Remonstrance of some Decrees and other Proceedings of 

the Commissioners of Sewers for the Upper Levels in Kent and Siiasex, 

touching the Proportioning of Water-Scots upon the said Levels. *lo, 

half calf , Marce. Is 6d IfiSy 

Tbe Tract contuns much curious utformalioa relating to Romney Marah aad ihe 

River Rotber. 

Reports of the Commissioners to inquire into the Charities of England — 

The CoLNTif op Kent. Selected from the same, aud bound in 2 vols. 

Folio, c/oM, /ellered. 15* 

RoKEBY'sCLonl) Address to the County of Kent. Post 8vo, &/*. 2j i;'J7 

Seymour's Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, Thick 9vo, Aa/f 

cay, %»—iehoU calf, i» dd 1776 

Smith's (B, P.) Excursiotis round the South-Eostem Coast of England. 

12mo, irfi. 2» 1834 

Smith's (B. P.) Ethelbert, an Epic Poem. 12mo, pbiv. print. 6ds. 2jt 1837 

Sohner's Treatise on the Roman Ports and Forts in Kent; with Life. 

Edit. byBrome. Umo.port. by Buryhert, nt. 4* Gd—/f.rf.3*6d 0^/'.16"J3 

StrEatfeild's (Rev. Thos.) EjrerpUi Canliaiia .- being the Prospectus of a 

Hbtorv of Kent. FoUo, Ji tie plaiea and cuU, ids. il. Ed 183fi 

Umbbitii tantjani Pocmata. 12rao, nfat. Sa 1739 

Evidently the productions of wme Kentish Worthy. Ttie preface it dalcd -■ E\ 

agiD Cantiano." ^_^_ 

Beckenham. — Watt's (Thos.) Account of the Exemplary Life and Works 

of W. Asshcton, D.D., Rector of Beckeuhuai, Kent. iyo. caif. 3t 1714 

Brotaley. — Dunkin's Outline of the History of Bromley, with Kempe's 

Account of the Roman Antiquities of Holwood. 8vo, 2» 1815 

Freeman's (C ) History and Antiquities of the Parish of Bromley. 12mn, 

bds. 1j &d Bromley, 1832 

CrMBEHLAKti's (Geo.) Account of Bromley Hill, the Seat of Lord Farn- 

borough. Post Svo, 6da. 2a 181G 

Cajlterbury.- — Somner's Antiquities of Canterbury, c nlni^ed by N.Bnttely, 

Vicar of Beaksboro. VoMa, plalet, good copy, in calf . £1. 4« 1703 

GosTLiso's Walk in and about the City of Canterbury. %vq, folding plate 

beat edition, clean, Ih ha^ calf. ** — "* boarda. 'u Cnut. 1777 

Hasted's Histoiy of the City of Canterbury. Fa[. pita. Hf. rua.iiticul. la* 1701 
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I WORKS RELATING TO KENT. SUSSEX. AND srHREY, ON SALE ^^M 

Acts of Parliament and Papers relating to the CJtv of Canterbury, YVhitstalile 
Raiitvny, Stour Navigntion, and Sandwich Haven ; Minutes from Uk 
Records of Conterbuiy ; Ordinances of Northgote Hospital ; and Arts 
relating to the Roads in East Kent .Vltogher a cubious coi-lkctios, 
bound, in 4 vols, folio, taw calf. J63. 10* 

Thi* CoUedion, it it prcsomed, wu formnl by Oslmm Soonllou. Esq., of Cu- 
lerboiy, ^in that uiinK occuiriog on one of the Utle-pagea of tLe Acts. 

Hastings's iThos.) Seriea of Etchings (with deacriptiotis) of the MonuUij 
of St. Augustine, Cathednd and Castle of Cuuterbui;. FoUa, Ui. 
gi 6(/(pub. at i:2. 2i) 1S13 

Ducaeel's Bepertoiy of the Eudowmenta of Vicarages in the Biocefes irf 
Canterbuiy and Rochester. Post 8to, tieat, 3s — board», 2* 178i 

Woolnoth's Graphical Illustrations of Canterbury Cathedral. 4to, auag 
Jine pMet, half coif . Hi—tahole eloth Uttered, 12* 1S16 

Wit.Li!ME\T's Heraldic Notices of Canterbun' Cathedral. 4to, tHom/ arwa, 
boards. IC* ' 182? 

Cakterhurv Cathedral. — A Critical Dissertation on Professor Willis'* 

' Architectural History of Cantcrburj' Cathedral.' BjChaklxs Samits, 

q/" CanlerltHTs. 8vo, wwerf. 2« 6rf 18ia 

It will be found ■ lucful wljiiucl to (he ProfOMn-'a volume, uid of ittdf a com- 

plete ^de (o the Architecture of the Cithedral. 

The Memobial and Case of Clerid Laici or Lay Clerks of CBHterbuij 
Cathedral, with Introduction and Annotations. By C. Sandys, qf Qm- 
ierburi/. Svo. 1» 184S 

A pamphlet of cooiidenihle research, both legal and antiquarian. 

Denne's (Bev. S.)— Observations on Canterbiu^- Cathedral. 4to, (/rtw Or 
Arckaohgia), half ea{f. 3» 1 7S9 

Denne's Evidence of a Lavatory appertaining to the Benedictine Prioir of 
Cnnt«rbury Cathedral (/rem W^-Jrci«ijtay«i). 4to, half calf. 3, 1793 

DeNKb's Brief Sun-ey of a part of Canterbury Cathedral, as described bj 
Eatlmer and Gervase. ito,{/roM lheArchai//o!/ia),hal/caiy. 3» Gd 1793 

A TsANSLATiON of Gervase the Monk's Account of the Burning and Repa- 
ration of the Church of Canterbury, a.d. 117i. Translated by Ed. 
Cbesy, Jun., Esq., occompanied with tue Latin Text. 8vo, (ro 
(/round plan*, cloth. 6» 6rf 1851 

Abgemgnt upon a General Demurrer in an Action for T'ldse Imprisonment, in 
the King's Bench Court, between George Huntley, Clerk, and WtUiani 
Kingsley, An^lideacon of Contcrbury. Pubhshed by the said George 
Huntley, to show whose ditty it is to preach the Visitation Sermon. 
(The Author teas impriwHed nine years and Jined £500, Jbr rrj^uig it 
preach a Fmtaiion Sermoa.) 4to, haff mororeo, very rare. 7» 6rf 
Printed for the Authvr, 1643 

Todd's Account of the Dcona of Canterbury, with a Catalogue of the Manu- 
scripts in the Church Library. %\o,bd». S» 6d 179S 

Neale's Agnes de Tracj', a Tale of the Times of St. Thomas of Cnntorbuij. 
lamo, bda. l» 1843 

An inlerestine and vcelt-wrought hiitorical tsle. The scene is Uid in Kent. 

Clialk. — Cliirke 8 Obsen'ations on Episcopal Chairs, Stone Seats, and 
Piscinas, with a Description of Chalk Church. 4to, (Jrom Ut 
An-hieologia), plaieii, half calf . 4* 6(/ 1793 

Chevening.^-Barbam'a Address to Lord Stanhope, 011 the Subject of > 
Survey of Cbeveuing Park. Kent. 8vo, Ms. 'is \%i\ 

Cinque Porta. — Mautcll's (Sir Thomas) Tracts relating to Cinque Port* 
and Coronations, ftom 1771 to 1S28. ^\o,bds. 5j ZWer, I8SS 

Befobt and Minutes of Evidence before the House of Commons on tit 
Cinque- Ports Pilots. Folio, sored. 3s igjj 
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Dartford, — Puukin's History and Antiquities of Dnrtford nnd its Neigh- 
bourliood. Thick Bvo, maiiy platen, clolh (fialy 150 printed) 21s — ^A 
second-liand copy, ehth. 12« 1844 

Deptford. — E«yal Charter of the Trinity House, Deptford, granted by 
K. James II. 8vo, calf. Z» 1685 

Dover. — Lyon's Hiatory of thu Town and Port, and Castle of Dover. 2 vols. 
Aio.platei, iA. 10» 6rf 1813 

Seadinq's (John) Job's House. A Sermon preached at tlie Funerall of 
Mistresae Elizabeth TrumbaD, in St. Maries, Dorcr. 4to, eery neat. 
Zt 6rf 1034 

DiGGEs's (Thos.) Discourse of Dover Haven, temp. Q. Elizabeth, now first 
^TmieA (from lite Jrcheeoloffia). Aio, half calf . 3» 1789 

LYO^ (Bev. John, of Boeer] on the Situation of the Ancient Portus Icciua. 
4to, {from the Archxologia), half calf. 3i 1789 

Wth**-*"- — Buclder's Account of the Paluce at Eltham, Kent. 8vo, en- 
grariai/s, boarda. 3» 1828 

Pl.iks, Elevations, and Views of the Great Hall of the Royal Palace of 
Elthani, in Kent, by Dunnage and Lavcr, Architeela, with historical 
Descriptions. Royal 4to, irfs. Ws&d 1829 

FaVGrshBin. — Jacob's History of the Town and Port of Favcrsbam. 8vo, 
plalea, bds., ^s.—calf, neat. 6* 1774 

3 kcoe's Plaiita FuBershamienaea; a Catalogue of Plants growing ■spontaneously 
about Faversham. 12nio, portrait and plate, bdi., 3« — Another copy, 
(without portrait), calf. 2a 1777 

A Collection of 51 Early Charters and Deeds relating to Faversham, from 
the Time of Edward III to Charles U, on parchmtHt and paper, mme of 
than are very curious. £2. 3» 

Views in and iSoux Faveksham.— The Town Hall and Market Place, 
2b— The Free Grammar School, 2« 6(/— The Church of St. Mrny of 
Charity (wtVA the fine steeple) 2* 6d— Interior View of the Church, as- 
North View of the Exterior of Davington Church, 2s — Interior View of 
Ditto, looking towards the West, 'is — Interior View of Ditto, looking 
towards the East, 33 
All Ibeie Views are executed in the beat style of tinted lithography, and folio aiie. 

Folkestone, — The Folkestone Fiery Serpent, together with the Humours 
of the Dovon Mayoe ; being an Ancient Ballad, full of Mystery and 
pleasant Conceit. ISmo. 1« 1844 

Gravesead' — Pocockc's (R.) History of Gravesend and Milton. Small 4to, 
plates, ids. 6a ' 1797 

Chtjden'3(B. v., late Mayor (f Orave»e7iJ)liiaiQTy ot the Town of Gravesend, 
and of the Port of London. Royal 8vo, 37 fine plates and woodcuts, a 
rery handsome volume. Reduced from £1. 8« to 10* IS43 

Ceddes. — .Vnother copy. 4to, Large vxpek, plates, new ehth (a splemlid 
volume). IS* 1848 

Dcxkin's Memoranda of Springhead, near Gravesend, and the Roman Anti- 
quities discovered there. Bvo, plates and woodcuts, only 100 prinled fbr 
private circnlalion, cloth. 6s 6tl 1848 

Oreenwich- — Kimbell's (John) Account of the Legacies, Gifts, Eenta, &c., 
appertaining to the Church and Poor of the Parish of St. Alpbege, Green- 
wich. 4to, with 20 plana of the estates, hay calf. It Greenicieh, 1816 

Cooke and Moule's Historical Aceoimt of Greenwich Hospitid. 4to, blue 
morocro, gilt leaves. 4« 6rf 1789 

Cooke and Maide. — Another copy. 4to, viith the large folding riete lehick it 
generally Kantiny. 5a ^^'«^). 
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Articles luid Instructions for the better GoTemmenl of Greenwich Hospital. 
4to, caif. 2.1 lid i741 

Kit's Coty House- — Boy's (W.) Oliserrations oa Kit's Coty Hou£f. 
4to, [froTHtkeJrchaologia) half cay. 3» 1793 

Knolfl' — Ilrady'a Viaitore' Guide to Knole House, near Serenoaka ; with 
Cntulogues of the Pictnres, &C. 12rao, cuU, cloth. +»6rf — Lar^e paper, 
8vo, doth. 7* 6rf 1839 

iLirsTRATiONS of Knole Houac, from Drawings by Bonner, Slj, Sic. Sto. 
IG jihlti kM deseriptioM. 5« 1S39 

Lee Priory.— List of PictureB at the sent of T. B. Btj'ilgea Barrett, E8<i.. 
Ill Lee Priory; with Notices, by Sir E. Brj'dges. Eojal 8vo, cs^erfro. 
7« — Another Copt, in boards, xUh folding ciew. 7« 6^ 

Prinled at Lee Priory, 1811 

Medway fiiver-' — Ireland's Picturesque Views on the Eiver Medvrsy, 
lioyal 8vo, many plales in aquathtla, bds. 6j &d — caff, marbled leave*. 
Ufid 1793 

M&idBt0n6'~ LarVen's {S. C) Historical oad Descriptive Account of Maid- 
atone and its Environs. Vast 8vo,p/ate»m India paper, clot A. 3« 1S34 

Poste's {Be». Beale) History of the Ancient College of ;\11 Saints, Maidstone. 
Royai Svo,plate>a>idcKU,clotA. 8< 1847 

Denne's Remarlcs on the Stnlls in Maidstone Church, and Inquiry into the 
Place of the Burial of Archbishop Courtney. +to, (/rom lie ^rehaolcffuH, 
kalfealf: 3« Brf 1788 

Denne (Sam.} Itemsrka on the Stalls in Mfudstone Church and the Burial 
Place of Archbishop Courtcnav ; also further Hemarks on Stoae Seats in 
Churches {from the Archaologin) hal/calf. 4b 6rf 1788-1790 

Whole Proceedhngs of the Assize held at Maidstone, March, 1766. 4to, 
halfcalf. 3» 1748 

Copt of tlie Charter of the Town and Pariah of Maidstone. 8vo, ha^ea^f. 
Z» 1766 

James's (W. R.) Charters and other Documenta relating to the Paiish of 
Maidstone. 8to, bd». 3« 1825 

Trial of J. O'Coigly, Arthur O'Connor, J. Binns, J. Allen, and J. Jjcarr, 
for High Treason, at Maidstone, Sto, half calf. *« 1798 

Whole Proceedings against the Eorl of Thanet, Eobcrt Fei^ason, Esq., and 
others, for a uiol and Misdemeanors at Maidstone {durliuf the fbregoinf 
Trial). Svo, half bound. 3* 1799 

Account of the Trial, Confession, and Condemnation of Six Witches at ISJaid- 
atone, 1652; also the Trial and Execution of Three others at Faversham, 
164.'.. 8vo. 1» 1838 

These tranGartions ore unnoticed by all Ihc Kentuli hiatoriaiu, 

Margate- — Pilkington's (Mrs.) Margate, or Sketches of that Place of TUjaort. 
13mo, half calf. 2« 1813 

Oulton's Picture of Margate and its Vicinity. 8vo, i^fiie vieKt, by Captain 
I'arh, cnlfeilra. Si—in bd». 2a 1880 

ftueenborongh' — Copy of the Charter of the Borough of Queenborou^ 
Kent. 12mo, not printed for sale, morocco, gill leatie*. Sb M 

Report of the Trial of an Action for Debt brought by the Corponttion of 
Qucenhoroiigh agaiast Edward Skey (one of the Burgeaaes), to re^om 
Penalties for the breach of two Bye-Laws made by the Select Body of 
the Corporation, which was tried at Maidstone. Boyal Sto, not 
printed por sale, id*. 4s 1S3S 

Secniver- — Freeman's (R.) Itcgulhium, a Poem, with an Historical and 
Descriptive Account of the Roman Station at Eeculver. 12mo, 2 p!ate», 
bdt. 2i ISIO 
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1 BamBgate Harbonr. 
1791 

Moses's (Ilenrj') Picturesque Views of Ramagate. 8vo, 23 wry neat etchinfft, 
bdt. 3» 1817 

KiohborOUg'h' — Smith's (C. Roach, F.S.A.) History and Antiquities of 
Kicliborougli, fieculver, and Lymne. Small 4to, «itk many evgraeingi, 
oa Kood and copper, by Fiiirholl, cloth. £1. 1» 1850 

" He baswandereil far and wide to make hia diKoveriet not only osefol and Intel- 
ligible, bat entertiialDg. We hold Uiia to be one great merit of the nork before n> ; 
and if a few men, like Mr. Smith, were boncstl; and indattriomlr employed (not 
making, as is ofteii the case, a job ont of the thing for the sake of ■eeniiag an an- 
auit;} in going over the couatrr to hunt out, describe, and preserre aadent natloual 
monameats, ne ihould soon be able to form a collection most iastnietive B9 a matter 
of history, and very amusing even to superficial observers," — Alhmix.um. 

" No antiquarian volume could display a trio of oames more zealous, luccesifu], 
aad intelligeat, oa the sabject of Romana*Bntish rcmaias, thaa the three here pre- 
«nted — Itoacb Smith, the ardent explorer ! Fairbolt, the eicelleat Illustrator; and 
Eolfe, the indefatigable collector."— Wernj-ii Giailtc 

" The author of the work before ui has thrown new light upon prCTiooa iuTeati. 
^tians, Lymne and Riehborongb, indeed, as far as personal eiertioas are con- 
cerned, he has almost made his own." — Keitl Hrrald. 

" Tills interestlDg and elegant volume is a very important addition to our eounty 
literature ; and is calcnlated to form an ornament to the table ai well as a uxfid 
refrrciice."— KenfuA Gazelie. 

, in splendid style, tdth beautiful 
Vntliout it no Cantiaa library 

HoclieSteT- — Hiatoiy and Antiquities of Koclieater and its Environs (bj 
Dcnne, Fisher, and Shnibsole). l2mo, plalfi, neat. Ss 1782 

A Collection of about 150 Pamphleti, relating to the Toims of Rochester, 
Chatham, and Strood. 7 vols. 8vo, neatly and iinifonnty half bound m 
calf, kl \\> Sd 

Collected by the late W. Ilanison, of RochesMr, F.S.A. II woold now Ik 
impossible to form suuh anothei ooUectiou. 

Textus Soifensia, accedunt Professionum Antiquorum Formula! de Canonica 
obedientia Archiep. Cantuor. prteatanda euro Tlio. Heame. 8vo, platet, 
good copy, neat in ealf, scarce. &\. 5» Oxonii, 1720 

A very valuable CoUcctioa of Anglo-Saxon and Latin Records itluilrating; the 
Cathedral and Diocese of Rocliestcr. The- apiwndix contains Antiquities of O^ord, 
Oseney Abbey, Heligious Orden iu England, &c, &o. 

Authentic Copy of the Charter and Bye-Laws of the City of Rochester. 
Folio, half bouHd. 3» 6rf 1749 

Authentic Copy of the Charter and Bye-Laws of the City of Rochester, 
published for lie ute and ir^ortnatioH of the Freemen and Jnh^Uanis. 
avo, late ca{f. it Sd flocArafcr, 1616 

RocHEsTEB Charter. Another copy. 8vo, interleaved, ha(f ea{f. C* 1816 

Rochester Pod Book for 1807. 8vo, half m>rocco. 2» Roeh. 1807 

Palheb's (W. 8.) Narrative of the Bistressing Accident that occurred at 
Rochester Bridge,Sept. 13, 1816. ISmo, &/*. 2» 1817 

Mtjs* Roffenses Wilbamsoniame (Odes by Scholars of Sir Joseph Willianisou's 
School at Rochester) a Manuacrijit. -Ito, rough calf 6» 

Effusions of Love and Friendship, m a Series of Letters to a Young Lady, 
written by a distinguished I'rofessional Character, a married Man, residing 
near Rochester. Vlma, calf gilt, rat-e. ^' 1SU7 

Coffin's (E., Prisoner in Maidntone Goal) Blow at the Serpent, or a gentle 
Answer from Maidstone Prison, to appease 'Wrath advancing itself against 
Truth and Peace, at Rochester, together with "Work of Four Days' 
Bispntes in the Cathedrnl of Rochester, between several IMiuisters and 
R. Coppin, 1656. 8vo, ha{f coif. 3< 6rf n.d. 

Collection of Statutes relating to Rochester Bridge. Roy. foL ^. ^. Oi 1733 
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RETdRTS mil! Documenta relating to Bochesler Bridge, printed at the mjiieat 
of the Commonalty, asscmbletl ot a Md-tbg at Rochester, Feb. 1832. 
Folio, pMea. 5# 

Romney Harsh- — ^Charterof RonmeyMarah. Latin aud English. ISmo, 

Ulndt SLfttrr, neat. 4« dd n<ii 

ItoMNEY M.iKsii, Chiirterof, in Latin and English \%Tao,t^neat. 5» 1647 

lIii^TORY of Romni'V Marsh, in Kent, from the time of the Romans la 18S3, 
with a. Dissertation on the original Site of the Ancient Anderida. By 
W. lIoLLOWAY, Esq., author of the ■' History of Rye," 8vo, loUk mapt 
and plate», cloth. 12« 1849 

Sandwich. — ^Bov'a (Wm.) Collection of the Minute and Rare Sheila dis- 
covered iu the Sand of the Sea Shove near Sandwich. 4to, jilatet, half 
raiaia, trry xarce. &\. 4j K.D. 

Shepey Irie.— History and Topographical Suney of the Island of Shepey. 
U'mo. 1. 182S 

Sondes lamily. — Authentic Memorials of Remarkable OcraiTpnces and 
AJi'cctiiig Calamities in the Family of Sir Geo. Sondes, Bart. 12ma, 

Soilth-XaBtem RaiWay. — Plana and Sections of the proposed Railways 
from the Loudon and Greenwich KaU to join the South-Eustem at 
Chilham, with Branches to Shecmess and Faveraharo, Imp, 410, 87 
theeti, neiced, unjmb. 15* 

StOWtiug- — Wrench's Account of Stowting in Kent, and of the Antiquities 
ktt'ly discovered there. 8vo, 3 plalet elchfd In/ the autkor, aeved 
2* 6</ 1845 

Strood' — Act for Providing a Workhouse, and Rebuilding the Church of 
Strood. Folio, iiealiff Aalf-louiid, and iaterltaved xith writing paper. 
2* firf 181? 

Thanet- — Lewis's Historj- of the Isle of Thnnet. {Ends on p. 140, tcaiU- 
imj l/ie Appetidis qf Papers). 4to, rEith MS. Notes, preaumed to br i» 
Leicia's handtcriii/ig. 7» 6ii 1723 

Tunbridge WellB-— Burf'a (T- ^0 Hiatoij- of Tunbridge Wells. 8vo. ea^f. 
2* . 1766 

Amsinck's Tunbridge Wells and its Neighbourhood. Royal 4to, with 4S 
fne Viiv:t, enijraoed bg MUs JSi/me, bds. 12* \%Hi 

Bbittok's Descriptive Sketches of Tunbridge Wetls, and the Culi-erley Estate. 
Voai %\o, plutts, clulh. 3» lg32 

Metei-liis his Dialogues, containing a Relation of a Journey to Tuubridgw 
Wells, also a Description of the Place, fin Verae, by John Lewkenor, 0^ 
IFeal Bean, Sutaia.) SimR Svo, ial/ ca{f, scarcf. 4» lugg 

Causton (P.) Tunlirijigialia, a Latin Poem; with an English Prose Tnmda- 
tion in Miinnacript. Sto, kaycalf. 5« 1709 

TuNBBiDGiALIA authore P. Causton. 8vo, kaifruisla. 2a 6rf ijofl 

Powell's (Dr. R. II.) Medical Topography of Tunbridge Wells. Post Svo, 
plates, lidt. 3» 1846 

Tanstall- — More's (Edw. Rowe) History and Antiquities of TimstaD. 4(o, 
plalei, half morocco. 7» 6rf 1780 

■Wye-— Morris's CW. S.) Hiatoiy and Topography of Wye (near AahfonI). 
Syo, plalet, cloth. 8j 1S43 

Jackson's (Thos. Pmuiher al Tfle, in Kent) David's Pastoral! Poeme, ot 
Sheepelieards Song— Seven Sermons on the 23 Psalme of Daiiid, 
whch(of the last waa preached at Ashford in Kent, the day wlioreoa oor 
Gracious King was there proclaimed. 12mo, beautiful copy m /^ 
morocco extra, gill leaves {a deairable volmiie). £\. di 160$ 
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ROUSE'S Beauties and Antitjmtiea of the Comity of Sussex. Thick 8vo, 
U'J /-7no» from dramuffi hy tie AuUmt, cloih. Sa M 1826 

Pakry's Hiatorical and Descriptive Account of the Coast of Sussex. Boyal 
Svo, LASG& PAPER, ^ataa on India paper, bdt. T« 61/ 1S3X 

SusaES Garland ; a Collection of Dallads, Tnlt^, Songs. Epitaphs. &c.. illus- 
trating the County of Sussex, with llistoricnl and Biographical Notes, by 
James Taylor. Post 8vo, ekganlly printed, ttoth. 12» 1850 

Sussex Archteological Colleetions, illustrating the History nod Antiquities of 
the County. Published by the Sussex Archaological Society. Svo, 
fiieplaUa, doth. 10* 1848 

Vol. II, teitk mauy illiutratioiu on copper, atone, and tcood, 

cloth. \h$ 1849 

Vol. Ill, Kith mmeroua illuitratiom, cloth. lOt 1850 

Vol. rV, tcilh numeroiu iUustraliona. 1851 



I,.t.MB's (E. B., Arekiteet) Studies of Ancient Domestic Architecture, princi- 

Sally selected from SirW. Burrell's Collection of Drawings in the British 
[useum, with Obseirations, Sic. Royal 4to, 30 Jine tinted lithograpkt, 
half morocco. £i\. 6* 1849 

It cantaiiii tbe liillowiiig mansiona in Sussei, viz. PuBingworth, Wildon ; Ole 
HatI ; Tantien, Waldoa ; Kicerhall ; Pluinptoa PUce ; Psckshill ; Bwebunl ; Drena- 
wck Place [ Hammond's PUce; Derm Place; Clutioo's Cu<Meld ; SciUracomb i 
and Coakbam Tower. 
EDWABDs'a {i ., Topographer) Companion from London to Brighton, illus- 
trated with a Set of Maps, showing the County IS Miles on each aide 
of the Eoad, on a scale of tvfo inches to a mile, with Plans of Steyning, 
Shoreham, Lewes, Views of Seats, S:c. ito,Anl/ bud. irt veil. 10»6rf 1801 
Cabaccioli's Antiquities of Arundel, and Lives of the Earls, from the Con- 
quest. Svo, bd». Ss—ueai, 3a 6d 1765 
Battel Abbey. — Tlie Chronicle of Battel Abbey, in Sussex, originally com- 
piled in Latin by a Monk of the Establishment, and now first translated, 
with Notes and an Abstract of the subsequent History of the Abbey. By 
Mahk Antony Lowes, M.A. Iu one handsome volume, Svo, vilA 
lUuatnUima, elolh. ^» 1361 
" It will he Toaod to eontnia a real and llvlag picture of the manneranad cuatDma. 
the modes of thought and speech, prevsleot in the times of which it i« the record. 
Mr. Lower has well diseharged his office of trantlator and editor."— CuardiaN. 

" It gives us QOt ODly a reconl of ImpDrtant evcolB Id our history, bat also occa. 
sioDBl glimpses of life and maDiiers in oitical times. Mr. Lower is already hononr- 
Bhly known hy his labours In the field of literature and arehffology. aod the careful 
manner in which he appears to have eiecnted this his last undeitaklng, Is calculated 
to add (0 his reputation." — Lilrrarg Oaittlt. 

" Tbe work i> of great cnrloalty and value as an aid to local and general hlstorf. 
It affords a curious and onqueetionahly faithful picture of many social features of 
the period, of prices, wages, rents, servitndes, and the like; and with its Notes 
reflects credit on the industry, IcBmin^ and research of Mr. Lower." — Morning Ade. 
" A very entertaining and eiccediogly cariotis rolnme." — GloIiF. 
" Mr. Lower has added to the compietcness of the book by a summary sketch of 
the History of the Abbey, and its succession of abbats from the time when tbe 
Chronicle terminates to the period of the diasolutlan. Various iotelligent Notes, as 
well as the general style of tjie translation, are highly creditable to his care and skill 
ai editor."— Cm ft. Uag. 
Descriptive Catalogue of the Charters, Grants, and Deeds constituting 
Muniments of Battle Abbey. Svo. 6da. 3r Gd 1 

BoDiAH Castle, a Poem in Six Cantos, with Notes. Svo, bda. 3» 
Daily's Bognor, Arundel, and Littlehamptou Guide. 12rao. plalea, 2t 
Dally's (R.) Chjchester Guide. Svo, plalei, bda, ^a Brf 
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10 WORKS RELATING TO KEST. SVSSEN. AXD SURREY. ON SALB 

pBOCEEKiNas oflheGniitested EbcUon for the City ofCLicheater, 1830, with 

lh(! Poll Hook. 8vo. (Wi. 2* 6rf 183<I 

JACtiUEs's Account of tiuodwooil. tii-iir Chichester, llir Scat of the Dake of 

Richmond. Roynl 8vo, itliutraled teilh many portraits and ptatt*. 

mana, ffilt Iravri. lOt Hd l^Jj 

Moss's (W. G.) History unci Antiqmlit^s of ihc Town an.l Port of llnslingn. 

Royal 8vo. Lakoe papeb, 7» <>« — Villo,plales m Imlin paper, S« Brf 1834 
Moss. — Mother copy. 4lo, laboebt pwks, proqfi qf the platea, om India 

paper, bdt. 15* 182* 

Uebbtmonceix Castle and its Lords. By the Rev. E. Venablbs. 8»o, 

man;/ fine thgrarings. 3« 1851 

lIoEaFitLw's History und Antiquities of Lewes, iio. pUiles, Ms. 16« isai 
Loweb's Hand-Book for Lewes, Historical uud Descriptive, wiM tmtiemo/Ut 

receut DiKotvriei reiprcUng Gundreda, tie daughlrr (ff fyHtiam U* 

i'lmqutmr, at the Priory. 12dio, Koodcut*. elolh. \» 6rf ISW 

Manteli-'s (Dr. Gideon) Narrative of the ^'isit of William IV and <iversi 

Adelaide to the ancient Boron gli of Lewes. 22d Oct. 1830. 4to, labgc 

PAPEB, porlraitsiff the King and Qiieeit, 6dt. 7» Grf 1S31 

Loweb'h (M. a.) Chronicles of Pevenscy, with Notices Biograplucal, Topo- 

grnphiciU, and Antiquarian. ISino, cuU. It is46 

Holloway's History of the Ancient Town and Port of Rye, in Sussex, with 

inciilontal Notices of the Cinque Ports. Thick 8vo, on2j/ ioa printfd. 

cloth. &l. 1( |S4] 

Uolloway's History of Eoniney Mnrsli, being an araompautnient to the 

" Iliatory of Rye." Svo, plata, cloth. 12* \ %^^ 

Cooper's (W. Diirrant) Histoiy of Winchelsea, one of the Ancient Towni 

added to the Cinque Ports. Svo, many phtet and cuU ^ armorial 

bearingi, a haadtome nolvme. 7» M 1850 

Dixon's (the late Frederick. F.G.S., {ff fForlhiiig), Geology and FosaOs tt 

tlie TL-rliary Cretaceous Formations of Sussex. Tluti 4to, irith 40 

plnlat.bda. £3. 17i (pub. at £3. 3«) {ggl 

Mantell's (Dr.) Fossils of the South Downs, or Illustrations of the GecAvf 

of Sussex. 4to, many plate*, cloth. £1. 6* 13H 

The Chubches op Sussex, Etched from Sketches made on the Spot, witb 

Descriptive Letterpress. By R. H. Nibbs. /• one handaome 4to tal., 

kM Mplalei, extra cloth. £2, 2t. jgj] 

Watson's Memoirs of the Ancient Earls of Wnrren and Surrey, and that 

Descendunts, 3 vols, 4to, fall ^ Armt, Hex), Seals, §-c., a very fiae 

copy, in rMiia extra, marbled Ifaret. iS. 5» ITS! 

It coutiini ■ great deal of iofonnUiou inlfireslitig to the Suuex Auliquan- iwl 
Genealogist. 

giurrcp. 

MANNING aud Biiay's History mid Antiquities of the County of Snnev. 
3 vols, folio, many plo Iff, lerUlifr iacit, edges uaeHt. JEIO. 10« ISOt 
A New Uistoky of the County op Subbey, comprising its lliston, 
Topography, GcoIoot, Picturesque Beauties, &c. By E. W. BravleT, 
Jolm Britton, and Dr. Manl^^U. 6 vols, royal Svo, teitA upward* of 
400 ntgraeingi oh sleet, wood, ^., new cloth, gilt. &%. 15* (pub. at 
iS- 8») 18*0^8 

The same Work, in E vols, ito, on Large Paper, and Largeriyp^ 

with Proofs of the Plates, new cloth. iA. 10* (jmb. lit Sift. 16(r) Is/o-B 

yVnother Copy. 5 vols. 4to, labge pafer, tieie ami eJ^WMuL m 

hal/ morocco, extra gill tops. i,a. 18* 184<M8 

Tbc abnic iB ia cviij rtspcct one ol the b»t ritcutcd CountT HiatoiUa ever r~^ 
litbcd, being Ihc compubJUon of Kveral of Ihe most cmincDt ■ntlquaric* of |h»| 
asilslcd by ImpoHant cDntiibutiona front the priacipal nobilitj sad gen |» - 
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feet, has been eatnuted to Dr. G. Mantbll, ' 

deportment. Indeed, the seetiouof geology Is m_ ^ ■ . 

an eitent and variety of larormatlan, nseful to the prarticai mnn, and interesting to 
all classes of readers. The vfotli commences with the history of the Connly of 
Surrey from the earliest period. The style of the book is good. It Is plala. itrnple, 
and manly. In a word, this Hutory iif Sarrrt/ It written by persons who know what 
they are about, who are competent to what they hue uudettaken tn perform, and 
have performed their labours with zeal, industry, and learning. The engravings and 
woodcuts are numerous, and eiecated with great skill. For the correctoesi of many 
of the views we can vooeh, and we have no doubt all are eqoally eurreet. They are 
very clear and firm, and in connection with the lelter-press convey a cleat notion of 
the beautiful seats, and more interesting parts of the coanty."— liinu. 

Allen's (Thos.) History of tlie Counties of Surrey and Sussex, with Views 

fromDrawiiiga, byNath.Wliittock. ivoh. Svo,jihlfii,flo(A. 7« 6^1830 
Geeenwood's Surrey described, illustrating tbeir Mop of the County- 8vo, 

ids. 3» ' 1823 

LiNDLEY and Crosslej's Memoir of a Map of the County of Surrty. 4to, 

half calf. 2» 1790 

A CURIOUS Collection of 865 Cuttings from Newspapers and Periodicals, 

4 Pamphlets, and 90 Plates relating to the Coimty of Sun-ey. £3. %» 
Phosser's Historical anil TopographicoJ Account of (old) St. Giles's Church, 

Camberwell. Folio, 4 jainfro. 6* 183? 

Regulations of the Parish of St. Giles, ComberwcU, its Charities, Local 

Acts, 8h:. 12mo, c&(A. 2» 1833 

Gahrow's (Bev. P. W.) History and Antitittities of Croydon, and Life of 

Whitgift, Archbishop of Canterbury. S\o, Ma. in Bd Croyrfon, HIS 
Steinman'b History of Croydon, in Surrey. 8vo, uoodeuh, haarda 3« Grf 

(pub. at \ti) 1834 

History of Epsom, in Surrey. Post 8vo, /i^o^m. 2» 1825 

Allen's History and Antiquities of the Parish and Palace of Lambeth. 

Koyal 8vo, many plalet, hayrunia, aneul, lis — m bdt. 10* ^d 1827 
Eobinson's (P. F.) " ArchUertiiral" Accoimt of MickleUam Church, in 

Surrey. Royal 4to, large papes, cloth. 9« 1624 

Leathebhbad. — Etchings of Leatherheod. By Mrs. H. Dallawuy, With 

Descriptions, by the Rev. J. Dallaway. Royal 8to, 12 plates, ParvATELY 

PRINTED, icarce. 13* 1821 

Maurice's (I'hos.) Richmond Hill ; a Descriptive and Historical Poem, 

4to, tuo inlernting Plates of old Richmond Palace, bds. 2s Gd 1807 
CitARTES of the Incorporation of Shipwrights of Redritli, in Surrey. 4to, 

PttlVATELT PRINTED, netU. is 6d 1707 

Warning for Servants and a Caution to Protestants; or, the Case of 

Mai^aret Clark, lately executed for liring her Slaslcr's House in South- 

wark. 4to, ven/ neat, i« In-oina calf. 5« 1680 

Moss and Nightin^e'a Histoiy and Antiquities of St. Saviour's Church, 

Southwark. 4to, vmny fine plates, half mOTV^ " '' S 

Ingram's strict and impartial Inquiry into '' 

W. Scawen, Esq., of Woodeote Lodge 
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WORKS HELATIXG TO KENT, SUSSEX. AND SIRRET. ^M 

iEanucicrtptEi* 

1^ EXT. — A LTirioiis and valuable CoUectioii of about focr hvsdeed Chnr- 

l\ tere ajid Deeds, from a verj- early Period, but cliieily of llie Seventeenth 

Centoiy, all relating to Kent, mostly in fine condition, with Seals. j66. 6* 

•,• A Tery cheap lot (o ■ countj collector, not mach wart than Ihrrrprnct a dommral. 
Thu coUecUoD coit Ike lut pniprietor more tlun tbrtc timei the inm here uked. 

KfitiT. — One hundre<l and twenty Fines relating to Lands in Kent, 1567 to 

about 1633. £1. as 
Kent. — Transcript of Latin and English Documents relating to the Church of 

IIoo. Papers relating to Rochester & Strood. Case of Auditor of Greenwich 

Hospital, Letterof LordLiverpool, 130.1, and other cwrroiu/ia^vra. lOtGd 
Kent. — A large lot of Letters from Mayors, Magistrates, Ministers, Surgeons, 

iiC. &c., in the County of Kent, addressed to the Board of liealth in 

London, on ihe Cholera, 1831-a. 7» Gd 
Kbnt. — A Vol. of Collections relating to Church Property in Kent, Essex, and 

Surrey, Copiesof Letters of Arehbp, of Canterbury and others, &p. Fol. 6« 
Kent. — Nomina niilitnm Com. Civ. et Bui^ns. villarum sive burgorum ac 

baronum quinque portium, 1603. Pol. 10« 
StsSES. — An important and valuable Volume of Original Documents relating 

to Sussex, early Charters, Fines, Rentals. Original Letters, Proceedings 

at Court Leets, and Papers relating to the Property of tbe Ashbumlumi 

Family, from the time of Edward III. Fol„ rrry nral. £.\h. 15* 

%■ A Tolnme of exEttiDC imporUnce «nd latcrcittoK coontf collector. ItcontalD* 
■bout (kv hwidrtd arndfifti/ doeameaU, Slid miut be iteii to be ({ipredated. 

Sussex. — Chnrters of the Time of Edward III ami Richard II, very curitnu, 

and various other Deeds and Original Papers relating toSussei, interest- 
ing to a coimty coUeclor. £1. 5« 
Sussex. — A small Book, containing the Proceedings of the Court Baron of 

Henry Collins the younger, held at Sockncrsh and Hollingrove, noticing 

the death of Iiord Ashbumham, &c. temp. George II. Folio. 12« 
Sussex. — Court Rolls of the Manor of Eemhom, eo. Sussex, 43 & 43 F-lit , 

alsotheSSthofKliz., belonging to the Countess of Montague. Vellum. St 
SrssE:t. — Six original Plans of Estates, Woods, &c., at Brightling and 

Hollingrove. 6» 
StSsEX.— Socltnersh rental, 1603 — ^Tenements holden by Sir R. Welche, 

1610 — Proceedings at a CouH-Leet.temp. Heniy VI — onrf rariow otier 

old Paper* relaimff to IkU Coan/y, a parcel. 12* 
SocKNESBH. — Proceedings held at Socknerah, co. Sussex, temp. Hen. VITI. i* 
AsHBURNHAM. — ilcreiemeotes, Fj-nes, &c., for the &Uniere of HollingTove 

and Socknershe, " in the name of John Ashebomeham, esQuycr." 4* 6rf 
GoTELE. — Indenture between lleiury Gotele of Westfield, and William Athill. 

of Land in Northam, co. Sussex, 2 Hen. VI. On reUam. it 1423 
ElsoN. — Release from W. Elson to E.Cole, of Singleton, eo. Susses. 2» 6rf 1654 
Ahoar. — Deed of Obligation between Robert Awgarand Thomas Collyn, of 

Sussex, temp. Eliz. 1( G<i 
Awgar. — Release from Robert Awgar, of London, to Thomas CoIUn of 

Sussex, 1578, Oh vfllum. Si 6d 
Attefklde. — Deed from Bertrond Attefelde to Richard Kennc, of Land at 

Glnttinghain and Salehursl, co. Sussex, 31 Edward III, kUA noma ^ 

ri/aesaei. On vellum. 6i 1357 

ScaRET. — Twenty-two Deeds, Fines, Admissions, kc, relating to Sun^, 

from the Time of Queen Eliiabeth, mrif eurioua. 12» 
The Court Rolls and other Deeds relating to the Manor of Mordon, beginning 

in the Reign of King Edward II. 23 pieces, on pnrrkmnt. £S, 3« 
CAMBERWEtL. — A long and curious Poem on Cambemell Mid its Localttiei, 

writtenabout the year 1720. Fol. It Gd 

ARLiBB~A9iDTi-caBR, PrKiicr). 13. PrimMieet, Soho. 
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ba<plu, Vkd by fkr thi 

Guide to the Anglo-Saxon Tongue : on the Basis 

of Professor Kssk's Gnmmuir, to nMcb are added Reading Lcuoita in 
Verse «nd ProM, with Notes for tlic iu« of Lcnmers, by E. J. VkdHON, 
B.A., Oson. lUmo. cloth, 6( 6d 

"Mr. Vi-rggnb».ir«l]ili>b, (cM wIhIj U UUhr Ruk br hl> moAit; tiul [bIdd 
out lUiipsH from thg llUe IbU Uia took li nenlr ■ comiiUUlcm fnun thi work of Un- 
pblldlDgM. TIM mecHtKtB li tbiiegti from Buk, villi contul nvUon. conwUon. mid 

oamplM vlifagnstcin BHl'iklUi uhI [£• lutrr luUof Um lotumi coiulMi ol'ii wa 
cboKD HiKllon ofaitncU tiam ioilo-Suan viitan. In proK ud rms, rorlbn pruU 
ol tlis uudeni, >iio will Bid frsal khIiIiuik In mdlng Ibem tmm Uis gnnuiauol nW 
viEli wblob ihtj uv OHompuud, ubd Inm Ibe ^lotnrj whleb fOUoiri Ifiam- Thli Tolnn 
wan itndlfd, ivIH fliuUe u^ ohB to nw] with eu* iIm gBD&nlltf of Anglo-Suioa «rlt« 
>nd in elu«iin» |ilu» it wltiiln itie meh at btotj cIm*. Ii tau our biattj ncM 

The Anglo-Saxon Version of the Life of St. Guth- 

bc. Hermit of Croytuid. Printed for the flrat time, trom b. MS.-ia Of^ J 
Cottonian Library, with & Tranalation and Notes bv Charles Wtci.ifjx 
GoUDWiH, M.A., Fellow of Catharine UaL, Cambridge, 12ma. ehth, it 

An Introduction to Anglo-Saxon Reading; com- 

Sriaing jGIiria'a Homily on the Birthday ol St. Gregory, wiib a copious 
tloaaary, Bus. by L. Langlit, F.L.S. 12iiio. elolh, 2t 6d ^ 

Compendious Anglo-Saxon and English Dictionary 

by tbe Rev. Jasi^PH Boswobth, D.D:, F.R.8., F.3.A., lie. 8vo. cloar^ 
priattd in IrtbU colamni, cloth, IJa 
Tlili mu ba coniidmnj quiw > saw work from Ibe aulbDr'i fanner OICUanaiT : It has 



Jehi RwmU SiMk, i, bU Oimplim Sireel, SbUb. 

ReliquifB An tiq life.— Scraps from Ancient Manu- 

(cripu, illustratinir rhittj Eirljr Gngliih Litemturr, tind the English Lan- 
gaiuge, edited by Wbioht aod Halliwkll, 2 «ol«. 8io. elolk, jt2. ~ 
rrductJ lo £\. At 

IniW, Tumbull. 
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It euBbliu a 
EollUbl llwKlhr 

Popular Treatises on Science, written during the 

Middbi kgea, la Anglo-Saxon, Anglo -Norm no, and Engliah, 9vtt, < 
by Thos. Whioht, elolM, 3jr 
OilnUi:— An JUH|l(t«u«i 
•tenthrll phMUAbI fram A JWS. 

folmitNUO l^t PIrilalBgitl. M ft . , , - 

irig, and «VIn'">''Tv i/all Itu igmlmlUal iljini la dtrlji Mtilitturr and mat^ittnei i : 

BoBl^orf'himppailfThlnl.. »l«Bl«Ml-"— ■ ■> ^ — n .„■_._. *.. 

Ihe Evij En«ll>>i MmtIisI ~ 

Anecdota Literaria : A Collection of Short Poea 

in English, Lttio, Rnd Frencli, IlluitraUre of llie Litmture and Ristoty Of 
Entp;luid <n the XII Ich Centaiy ; and more cepccisll; of Ihe CondilioD tad 
Mannera of the different Clawe* of Sodtty, by T. WRiaaT, M.A., F-S,*., 

&c. 8va. clolh, only 2M prinleS. It fid 

Philological Proofs of tlie original Unity and recent 

Origin of the Knaian Bafc, deriveil from a CompaHton of tliB Laagna|>ce 
nf Asia. Europe, Africa, and America, by A. J. JoHned, 810. elath, 
rrdutedftvm Itt M to 61 




Early Mysteries, 

Xltth and Xlllth cent 



nd other Latin Poems of ijie 

h centnriea, edited from original MSS. in tlie Brittab 
Museatn. and the Libraries of Oilbrd, Cambridge, Paris, and VteniM, by 
Tbo8. Wriobt, M.A., F.S.A., 8to. idt. U M 

nunaUe iljrhi of Mulill*-A(* laUnll^, Mr. 



immUlni 



■tin Lrrlc PoslTT of oni rierleal fliRteilicn."~l}(*(liiinan'i Mat. 

Ad Esaay on the Origin, Progress, and Decline of 

Rhyming Latin Tene, with many ipecimens, by Sir Au(X. Ckokk, post 
Bto. elotH, It M— -reduced to 3# 



On the Origin 



ind Formation of the Romance Lan- 

1 of M. RaTnoiiard'g Tlwory on the Re. 



gnigea; - — — -j , — 

lation of the Italian. Sfioniah, Proienral. and French, to the Latin, bj 
Gmo. CosHiWALi. Lewis, Bto. cinf*. 12i — re.' •- ~ -■ 



■ reJteed to It 6d 



'is?«:. 



Itnra'l Ocmun MfthnlDn- 
JnUH Popul(r9up««»(an 



VIII. On ih 



Join Ruiirll Smith. 4, Old Coiiiplon Street, SoAo. 

Essiiys on the Literature, Popular Superstitions. 

and HiBtorj of Eaglond in tha Middle Aqk», bf TuoUAS Wbiqht, 
M.A., P.8.A., 2 stuat tols, port 8ro. elegaallg firinlrd, ctalh, 16» 
CVnilcnri:— Bw]' I, Angto-Suon PHlrf. I[. AnELo-Konnin Pnetrj'. III. 
win do Ocil^ ar HMoilal Haii»n» of ttw Uldrll* l^oi. tV. On ProVBrbf Ml 
pvlu IMilncf. V. On U» Aualo-LUln PwU or Die Tnninn Cenlurr. VI. i 

ll» HoboluUc PbLlHDF'ir. VlI.OnDr.ar' " "^'-' "■■-' 

Uninl Pidfy HjUiDlsKT of " " — 

Ihi Drndop'tMinDrTor 

xni. fin Ihi- PuniTT or UliUir!. Xkv. uimiuna di ngnwirn uw mutni. at. im 
w Monk. XTI. T)i<i RMarr aT Piill> numriiK. XTII. On Ilia 

)n Old Bi«lHli PnilllHl BoDEi. 3». On tbc amiHlih P»t IMinlwi. 

The Early History of Freemasonry in England, 

llluatrated li<r an English Foem of the XlVth Centur;, vrith Notes, bj 
I .. >. . ^ .. c 1. — lon.viilh a /aciimilt qf lit 

:r6d 



Popglir Orel* 



Torrent of Portugal ; an Euglisli Metrical Ro- 

mnn™, now Jlril pubtUlad, from an miiqne MS, of the XVth centniy, 
jircacn'cd in Ihe CheCbam Librarj tk Manchester, edited by J. O. Hauj> 
WELL, &r;. post Svo. cloth, miform with RHkh, Weber, and EllVt ' 
pniticationi, it 
"Tbli la > Tiluibte ud InlsmUng •drUUon Id our tut ol «r[r Kngtlib mculnl 
MDiBnca, uid ap iDdUpflmablo cwppoDJon lo U10 collecUonv .ot JtluoD. \V«Twr. uid 

tmOnr lort. TbCFUgh Iht obHlrlnHH ot thv tl^la mtT Dcca*lon ibil ilumb^ln^ (0 a modira 
rfBiUr, JMIhe tflui to wUcfl It ri^liLtT bfltgnp vlll rulup J[ acoorHaglj; bothbemnfl II 
\t curJDiu In Iti dMnlli. and pottomm phlLDlo^cAl Impurtanrw. To Iho nnwn] vwuLcr H 
pmpDli oD» feaiurv, ttjt, Ibe rvfrrencD id Wajland finiltb, wbom Sir W. ScoU bu lonttBd 
wiUi to miicli lalKTaL"—MarBpatilitn Magtaitit. 

The Harrowing of Hell, a Miracle Play, written in 

the ReigD of Edwsrd II., now first poblisbcd tmm the Original in ^ 
Britieh Miueom, with a Modern lUniling, Introduction, and Kotei, bj 1 
Jahei Obcrakd Halliwell, Esq. F.R.S., F.S.A., &c. Sro. meed, 2t 



le FaEllsh LaitfUBKa ; vi^ Hallam'a LUeramr 
iiloiT o( Bn|1i>h DnmaUi: IVwiiT, Vol. I[. ; 



Nuga3 PoeticEe ; Select Pieces of Old English 

Popular Poetry, jlluitrating Uia Mnnnen and Arts of Che XVth Centoij, 
edited by J. O. Halliitili., port 810. aniy 100 topirt printed, clotk, 5* 

Cnntmti :—CrHja Blowboli THUmtiili Oh Dubals or tur CuiwiiUi'i Touli ; Om 
Hnrliant ond hlif^on; Uie Mold and lbs Kinilci Eligi on Lobr, Krnry Vllllb'i Puolt I 
SoDiancn of BobtrrloT 81cUy.afurj(M otAir cuHoul tHKH qflht «!» kitui. 

Reliques of Irish Jacohite Poetry, with Interlinear 

Tnuuladons, and BiOET^hical Sketches of tbe Authors, and Notes bj- 
J.Dai.y, alsoEn^rliBh Mstrical Venioosbj E. Wal«ii, Svo. parts 1 (nd2, 
t^.n yet pDbliahed,) 2( 




Popular Errors in English Grammar, particularly 

in PronuncUtion, familiiirlj painted oat, by Georgb Jacksok, 12ino. 

Third Edition, leilh a eoloBralfrtirUujiitcf of the " Seda Bunbtiana,-' 04 

^robiitcial Bisicrtd of (&nslanti. 

liibliographical List of all tlie Works which han _ 

brfn pulilitlied tonrds illaitniting lbs Provinmal Dialrcia of Bngluid, bf 

Jl>HN KVUKt-L SUITB, pMt BtO.I* 

" \VTj UTviwtAUK to *uch ii pratHUIff Iho ttuclj of our province dlalvc^ or %t^ 
i:ir:ji^lli]^ norkt on that cnrtou* mbiKt. Wt T«7 COflUbllr roniBiininlt tl td noUc*.*' 

An Historical Sketch of the Provincial DialedftJ 



Poems of Rural Life, in the Dorset Dialect, with 

Diuertation uid GiOBUry, "bf William Barmbs, second aDiTtoti, ■ 

LAROED AND CDKaKCTED, rOyll ISmO. tlllth, lOl 



A Glossary of Provincial Words and Phrases in use 

in Wiltthire, showing their Derivation in nmnBrona iostanc™ from tbe 
Longuageof the Anglo-Saions, bj Joau Yonge Akekman, Esq. F.S.A., 
12nHi. ctath, Zt 

The Vocabulary of East An^lia, au attempt to 

record tbe nilgu- ton^e of the twin nster CoantiM, Norfoli and Sufatt, 
M it eiiited in tJie last twenty ycais of Che Eightecndi Cratnrr, and still 
(i:iiits; with pnraf of ita antiqnity from Etymology and AutborlCr, by Ike 
Rev. R. FoBBT, 2 toIj. poatSto. cloth, 12. (original price £1. la) 

Westmoreland and Cumbeiland Dialects, Dialogues, 

Pocma, Songa, and Ballada, by nrioui Writera, in the Westmordand tnd 
Cumberland Dialect*, miff &rat collected, (o which ii added, ■ Copicnu 
Glossary of Wordi peculiar to thoae Couotirg, post 8to. pp. 408, doU, 9( 




JoAa RiLUell Smil/t, i. Old Coniploa Slrnt. «oAd. i 

Specimens of Cornish Provincial Dialects, collected 

and amuigeiil by Uncle Jan Treenoadle, with some Introdactory Rfmarki 
and I Glouarr b; an AnCiqaarian Friend, aUo a Selection o( Song* and 
other Pieces connected with CornwaU, post 8vo. wilA curiotu porlrall of 
Dolly Pentnalh, cloth, i» 

Exmoor Scolding aud Courtship in the Propriety 

and Decency of Exmoor (DeTonshire) Language, teilh Nottt and a Gbu. 
tary, port 8vo. 12lh edition, li 6d 

The Yorkshire Dialect, exemplified in various Dia- 

Ingud, Tales, and Songa, applicible to the Coontj , with > Glosaary, poit 



A Collection of Fugitive Pieces in the Dialect of 

Zummenet, edited by J. O. Hai-liWell. post 810. on/y hfiprinltd, 2* 

Dick and Sal, or Jack and Joan's Fair, a Doggrel 

roem, in the Kentish Diilect, 3rd edition, IZnio. ti 

Jan Cladpole's Trip to 'Merricur in Search for Dollar 

Treea, and how he got ticJi enough to b^ hli way home I written In Souex 
Doggerel, 12nio. M 

John Noakes and Mary Styles, a Poem, exhibiting 

lomt if the mint ttriking lingual loealiniu peculiar ta Emrx, with a Glos- 
sary, by Cbakles Clabk, Esq. of Great Totham Hall, Essex, post 8td. 



i Mtrfi'V' "T«]r anHW—XIrtpolUim 
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. Pullof rl< 



f'Olt.-- 

" A vary eletat uid suuiing |}1b» of loeikl dneriptioib''— ^rcA«d^Mr. 

Grose's (Franci?, F.S.A.) Glossary of Provincial 

■nd Local Words used in England, with which is now first iacorporated 
the SurPLiHENT by Sahoii. Pbqoe. F.S.A., post Sto. tligantly prinltd, 
cloth, it 6d 

The utilktr of a PrQvLnelal OloHsiy lo all penons dutinoi of uadenlandtiifc our 
sndriiL Pi>eti Is H Dn^ifnsIlT srhiiDwtFdgfd. thai ro eaUt Into a prtMjf af it would ba 



Sfrcbarologp anH ^umtEimatirs. 

The Dniidical Temples of the County of Wilts, by 

the ReT. E. Ddkb, M.A., F.S.A. , Member of the Ardueological Institute, 
&c., -Anther of the " Hall of John Halle," uid other worlis, l2iao. plalet, 
cloth. 5i 



. Tl» work bitlin 



lit fruit oTlDBj iCDdir ud litortoai lartillgUioB."— BaiiituTV Jnmal. 



S John Rutifll Smilh. 4, Old Compfoa Slittl, SB*o. 

An Archseological Index to Remains of Aiitiqu 

of tliB Celtic, Romiuio- British uid Anglii-Sgjroti Periods, b^ loas Yoi 
Aeikuan, F.S.A., in I vol. Sfo. illailmltd u-ilh R< 
tongiriting upieard nffim httitired objtcli, cMh. \ht 

TbU work, UiOBfta iDUDdfil u hb LaInidD«'i>n Iml ■ inhls la 




Vestiges of the Antiquities of Derbyshire, and 

Sepulchnl UBagea of its Ir^bitants, ^m the most remote agea 
Rofbrmition, by Tbomas Batkuan, Esq. of Yolgrave, Sto. prqft 
Ulattraled vrilh vmodeuU, tt.ili, ISi 

Notitia Britanniee, or an Inquiry concerning 

Loiialitie*, Habits, Conilitjan, and Frogrestive CiriUzition of (be Aliori' 
gincs of Britain ; to wbich is appended a brief Retrospect of the Results of 
thdr lo»erconr»B with the Romans, b^ W. D. Sadll, F.S.A., T.G.S., He. 
Sto. tngravingi, 3ff 6fl 

A Verbatim Report of the Proceedings at a Special 

General Meetingof tbe British Archcological Associaljoa.held at the Tbeattc 
of Ihp Western Library Institution, SUi March, 184i, T. J, Pettigrew in 
the Chair. With an Introduction by Thouas WRiaH», Bvo. leved, U M 
A iuiKlact bAtors of Lbn dlrLi^on 1>flI"WD tM ArcAiTDlae^eaL AkocUdaa and liuUtuI*. 

British Archseological Association. — A Report of 

the Proceedings and Eicuraions of the Members of the British Arch»olo- 
Bic«I Association, at the Canlerbnry Session, Sept. 1814, by A. J. Di;k. 
KtH, tllick Bto. mithmmii engravingt, cMH, £\. Is 






Coins of the Romans relating to Britain, Descril 

and IlliutrBted, by J. Y. Aeeuuan, F.S.A., Secretary to tlie NomLimatie 
Sodety, he. Seoond edition, greatly enlarged, Sto. uiilAplalti i""! teoad- 
ait; 10> 6d 
Tlw " Prii dn NumlnuUqu*" hu Juil bnn awordHl bf Ihu Frcndi JntillulB u tin 



tor aoo pirUcnlar oAm. liul >Jiu for (Brti mml filgubl* lo III vlio «« iBtonnol In iha 
Bonniw-Hrltiih tiMBrj."—Arcltialagii!al Jaunitl. 

Ancient Coins of Cities and Princes, Geographically 

ammgud and described, Rispahia, Gallia, Bbttankia, by J.Y. AsKk. I 
MAN, F.S.A., Bto. ailh tKgraviiifi qf many kundrtd coin* fiitm itetMMM 
tramnla. clolA. 1B< ^"B 
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Xne Printers ol tlie Sussex Arcnaeoloaical 
Collections very mucli regret tnat a serious 
error appears on tne title page of V olume 
LX V I recently delivereo to you. 



ill 



nat tne volt 



ou Will notice that the volume aippears 

VOL. XLVI. 

msteaa of 

VOL. LXVI. 



'A 



An aonesive laoel bearing the correct number 
is endoseo -wnicn we trust you will attach to 
your volume. 



Jahn Ruuell Smith. A, Old Campton Slrnl, So/to. 

Numismatic Illustrations of the Narrative Portions 

of the New Tdtament, fine paper, nuroerout moodctili ftont Iht ariginal 
cojfu tn variavt pvblir artdprivaie collfctiont, 1 vol. Svo. eloth, £U 6ij 

Lectures oa the Coinage of the Greeks and Romans, 

deliicred in tlie UniTenity of Oxford, b; Edward Caidwbi,l, D.D., 
FriDcipil of St. Albun's Hall, uid Profesxor of Aainent History, Bro. cloth, 
redueid from it 6(f to 4« 

Essay on the Numismatic History of the Ancient 

Kiu^am of the Eut Angles, by D. H. HAiaa, royal Svo. h plala, emt- 

A Hand-Book of English Coins, from the Conquest 

to Victoria, by L. Jewitt, 12tno. 11 piatei, chlh, U 

^traOrr]) atiti Copograp{)ii7. 

The Curiosities of Heraldry, with Illustrations from 

Old English Writers, by j\Ubk Antony Lowsa, Author of '• Essay* 
on Englijih SnniiUDrs ; " inith Illiimiiialtd Title-pagr, and numeroiu tnsrar. 
ingi/rora dttignt by Iht Author, 8>o. doih, anLiB, appropriattlg oraa. 




fakd loo ifoodivatDniDCEinildBr DunfTfl ftnd I] , 
writer, Uw nonlty of AcUov with tbe LmporluiLce of 

English Surnames. A Series of Essays on Family 

tsooienclatore. Historical, Etymologiciil, uid Hnmoroiu j with Chipten 
on Cuitiog Amu, Rebiues, and the Roll of Battel Abber, ■ List of ijitiii- 
iied Sarnameii, Slc. by MAtiK AtitOMT I^wsn. The third tdition, 
enlarged, i \■o^t^, pott 8»o. vilh inoodcuti, cloth, lit 
To UiHo who uD curluui ibout ihcir palTuiiyiDle, II will be tounJ a TOrj- twlnictlr. 

An Index to the Pedigrees and Arms, contained 

in tbellenUdi'VlBitalioiiH.ln thGBritiBliMugcum.alphBbetlcDllyurriingtd 

In Coanllei, 8to. -Tn 'Ae pnt*. 

4n IndlipennblE work to llnH mgm^ in Ocreilo«lril sad TnpoKrtiihld.1 pnrBilB, 

Bnftawl, Ulrtr RMldciicai, fco. {dlBlnmiliblnn Uie dHliwlil tomlllM of Ibe ame nima In 
uf ODUnv), MnKwdidbr ibe Hcnldi In thclt Vliluuani bc(we«i the run IMS It. less. 

History and Antiquities of the Ancient Port and 

Town of Bye in Suasei, compiled from Original Docntdcnta, by Williav 
HoLiow*r. Em)., thick 9to, only 200 pbistmd, cloth, £\. It 



I John Rmntll SotilM, i. Old CImplon Strut, SoAe. 

Pedigrees of tiie Nobility and Gentry of Hertford- I 

lime, b; W1U.IAH Besht, Ule aad far fifte«a j^an Regjatering Clerfc la I 
the CoUegB of Amu, Author of the " EacTclopicdu Hcraldics," tic. Sic. 
fblia, (oDlT 12a priuted), £d>. £3. 10>, rfducedlo£l. 5t 

A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Extinct j 

md DonnoDt Butmetdea ofEngUnd, IreUud and Scotland, b; J. B 
E»q. medium 8vo. Secomd Editiow, 639 eloitly printtd pagtt, in 
columiu tnUKaitmt imf>armttagraBtdonV!Oad,fiiit portraitofiw 
and iliuminaltd IU>-poffe, ttira cloli, £\. 6t nduc • ■ ■" 



History and Antiquities of Dartford in Kent, with 

iDcidental Noticeg of Pisces in iti Neighbourhood, bf J, Ddnkih, Author 
of the " Histor; of the Hondreda of BullingCan ind Ploughlej id Oxford. 
ihire; " Hintory of Biceiter ;" " History ofBromle;," Eic. BiO. I7ptefa, 
etolM. Onlu\S0priBlfd,2U 

Historic Sites and other Remarkable and Interest- 
ing PlocH in the County of Suffolk, by John Woddeuihiok, with Pre- 
fitory Verwa by DinrJABD Babton, Etq., sod i Poetical EpUogoe by a 
" Stti'i'oLB ViLLAOBH." Improved editioD, Jinf woodetift, post 8™. 
pp. 232, Woic/y prinltd, and containing at nucA matter at many 13* 
Bolumtt, cloth, ONLvOSd 

History of Banbury, in Oxfordshire, including 

Copious Historical and Antiquimaa Notjcea of the Neighbourhood, bf 
Alfbid Bess lev, thick Sia. 684 elotely printed paget, Kilh 60 wocdaili, 
eagratedin tkefint elfle qfarl, bg O. Jtviitt, Cjf Oxford, (pnb. atfl. S>) 
torn rtdneed to \lt 
" Til* nelzfaboiutcnd of Binlrarr !• equally licb In BrIiWi, Romu. Saion, Nonnaa, 

khA Enfhih AotlqulUn, of all nblch Mr. Bteilsf lias glnn rcpitaili cleantd luouDib 

Banbun boMi id Imperlaal ptaea la On hMiHT oT (be ParllaiiiaiitBry W" ■ - - 

•amili OaDliuy, and nat th« ■wwof Ilia Jiaal " " "' 

Jtht ofCrofiriily ftUga. ReUllna u> llv araafe 

liT'°>''inrli, Is Us ar 



al bod J dT Igeal Ie 



I of EdnblU, and 
al pariod. Uh auttx 



E^^cUd'a 



Odd Parts (o completa cc . 

History and Antiquities of the Isle of Axholme, in 

LiocotiLshire, by the Venerable Ahchdeacon Stonekousi, thick <Co. 
riMK PLATES, red«eedJrom £Z. 3i to 18» 

The Local Historian's Table-Book of Remarkable 

Occurrences, lliatorical F»cts, TradiCioDai Legendary and DetcriptiTa 
BoUada, &c. &c. counnected with the Countiea of NBwcA9Ti.*-OH-Tn(*, 
NoBTHUUBEHLAJiD, and DdbhaH, by M. A. Ricbabhsom, royal 8*0. 
prqfately illuilraled w/A wooden/*, now comphle in 8 tmrt. royo/ Bpo. 
tloth. 9t taeh, or the Oiviilona sold gepvately u folloiri :— 

HisTOBicAL Diviaiof , a vols. Leoendarv Ditibion, 3 TOU. 
rbt isftiuUrr panlDB will bi tbuud -nrj laUnsUaf tsIbius by UiDM wka tat* 



John Ruttll Smith, i. Old Coinplm Stmt, Soho. 9 

A Critical Dissertation on Professor Willis's " Arclii- 



tertural Jlirtory of CuiWrburj Cnthodral," 


byC 


S* 


xnr- 


of Canterbury 


B*o. 2» 6d 
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whm II 1i due. But Uw lutbiK liu 
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Bibliotheca Cantiana, a Bibliographical Account of 

whnt hu hrea pnbluhed on the Historj, Topognipbf , AntiquLtiei, Cds- 
toioB, luid Pamilf Genmlogy of the CoOMTr of Kent, with Biographical 
Notn, bj John Rubbell Shitii, ld s handiome Svo. TDlnme, ]>p. 370, 
with twn plalet nf /aerimllei ijf Avitisrapla tj 33 eminmt Ktnliih, 
WriltTi, iitTtdueed to b'—largt paper, lOi 6d 

The History of the Town of Gravesend in Kent, 

and of the Port of London, by R. P. CnCDEH, Ule Major of Grnvegend, 

royal Bvo. 37 ^ne ;i/a(r( tnd u^aodevli, a rery Aamliome valunie, elolA, 
1843, Ttduetd/rom £\. St In lUt 

T)ie Visitor's Guide to Knole House, near Seven 

Oaks ill Kenl, with Catoloj^ue of Che Picturrs contained in thp Mansion, a 
Genealogical Hiitory of Ibo S«liriUe Family, &c. tte. by J. H. Dradt, 
F.R.A.S., \Zmo. 21 aondculi by Bmwt, SIg, ^e. cloth, 4t 6d. Larg' 
Paptr, 10« 

lUustrfltiona of Knole House, from Drawings by 

Bonner, Sly, Sic. Sra. 16 plalet, tcHk Dcicrlptiam, 9( 

Greenwich; its History, Antiquities, and Public 

Bnildinn, by M. S. Ricuaiidbok, IZmo. fine woadculi by Baxter, \i Gd 

The Folkestone Fiery Serpent, together with tlic 

Homonra oftlif Dovoa MatOb: being an Ancient Ballad full of MyMery 
■nd pleaaant Conneit, now fint collected and printed from the rarloaa MS. 
eopioa in po«H9s)on of the inbabitonla of the South-eait ooait of Kent, 
iritb NdCgb, l2ino. li 

A Brief Account of the Parish of Stowting, in Kent, 

and of the Antiquities lately digcoTBrcd there, by the Rer. f. WnsMCH, 
Rector, 8to. three/olSng plalei. etched by the Author, teved, 2* M 

Hisiory of Portsmouth, Portsea, Landport, South- 

EU, and Gotport, b; HEh'BT Sliuht, Esq. Svo. Thjnl EdiCioD, bdi. 4i 

A Hand-Book to Lewes in L^u.-s^a, Historical and 

Dpicripdye, nilh Noticei of the Recent Diicateriesat the Priory, by Mask 
As-TOHV Lower, 12ino. muii/ engrariagt, cloth, 2t 

Clironiclcs of Pevcnsey in Sussex, by M. A. Lower, 

12ino. tmodeittt. It 

The Archffiologist and Journal of Antiquarian 

Sdcnce. Edited by J. O. tlAU.nrBLL,8To.NDs. 1. toX. COM ri,KT«, with 
Index, pp. 490. Kith 19 em/roieinf, tlolh, reduced from lOf 6d to ii 6d 



•r Bni«n,> 



TufonrttAj, ProMKlti 



Anlbjuarliin Wnito, «m. 



JuA» KmimM S-hiI*. *. Old Vvmyion SIrttt, 5oAa. 




, Ili8tori;i Collegii Jesu Cantabrigiensia a J. Sher- 

[AKKO, olimpnea.quHlemCollrgu. £dita J. O. HAixrvBLi., Bvo.ciolA.Zt 

History and Autiquities of th(3 Hundred of Comp- 

Hi, berks, with DiswrUtiou on U>o KonuiD Sutiati of CoUevii Au^ 
■hiio, and (be B*Ule af Aihdown. br W. Hewitt, Jun. Sto. IH flatm, 
loth. Onfy 230 iirimled, lit — reduced la 9i 

NLMvcastle Tracts; ReprinU of Hare and Curioua 

TnctDi cUeflj illustntiTe of die Uiitoiy of the NorllieiD Coualies ; ^mhM- 
fulli/ prittltd in cnnni 8vD. on a fint lAick pojiir. with faenaiitt 7%tU; 
andathtr/tatnracharaelrriMHe nfl^origimili. Only 100 eofiUii primted. 
No.. I. toXLIX. ^5. 5- 



journey to Beresford Hall, in Derbyshire, the 

Scat of Cbhillkb Cottoh. Esq. tl;e cetebroted Autbor knd Angler, bj W. 
\i.KSAND>a, F.8.A., F.L.S,, Um Keeper of the Print* in the Briticli 
MuKum. crown llo. frmled rm linlfd fOprt, vtHh a ipiHIfd Jrvnti^re*. 
rrprnentins IVallon tmd hit adapted Son Cation in lAt FMinf.Aotae, and 
riffittllt lillt-pegt, tUilh, Si 
Uvlleilnl la Uis Afiglui or Onol SrtUln >nd tlu nriouf Willnn iml Callan Cluba i 
I Mir lOUprtnled. 

Siograpt)^, literarp %i&iav^, anti Cn'tirfein. 

A New Life of Shakespeare, founded upon recently 

dineoTcred Documenti, bj Jahh Obcbabd Ualxiwill, F.R.S., F.S.A., 
tcilh liumtfout illuilraliaiu qfe^ecli nretr ttfare titgrmed, /rtim drmte- 
ingi bg F. W. Faibuolt. F.S.A.. ia 1 toI. Sto. cloth, IS* 

An Introduction to Shakespeare's Midsummer 

Nighft Dreun, by J. O. HiLtiWHii., 8»o. ctathlfibO printed), 3« 

An Account of the only known Manuscript of 

Shakspeare'a PUys, compriBins fame important Tatiationi uid correetioiii 
in the Merry Witea of Windior, obtuned from ■ Flajbouse copy of tluit 
Flay recently diuovered, by J. O. Haj.i.iwkll, Bto. leved, 1* 

On the Character of Faistatl', as originally exhibited 

by Sh«kMpe«re in the two parts of King Henry IV., by J. O. Uaxli\fbj.[. 
12mo. clalh, (on/y 100;jn>i(«f,) 2« 

Shakcaperiana, a Catalogue of the Early Editions of 

ShBkeapeare'B Plays, and of tbe Commeatoriea and otber Publicatioaa QltiB- 
traljve of bii Worki, byJ. O. IIalliwell, Sta. cloli, 3jr 



L 



B^«l»«n., ur who aaj hoi** (Jicr tor Sluli«]iuriu< Ull.IHjgr.iihi,"— Sj»oin*»r. 

England's Worthies, under whom alt' the Civil 

and Bloody Wuxei, lince Anno 1612 to Anno 1647, are related, bj JoBD 
VicARB, Author of '■ England's Parliamentary Cbrimide," Smj. ^c, royal 
12nio. nyirinltd in the old tfy/e, {limilar lo Ladg Willoughiy't liiarm ) 
Kiihcopittiif the \S ran porlraiUaflrr Hollar, Sfc. htiff moroeaj, 5, ' 

CoplH Of tbt ortgtod (dlliaii ban been lald rroni £10. u> £90. 
Tli< imrtnlu waiirlH. Kobert, Eul of E<h> ) llabcrt, Rul u( Wurwlck ; Lnnl icoti 
11, Earl oT D<nbi(b. Kari of Slamfonl, Darld Lnlar, Oviwnl FalrBii, Sir TlHnnu FUr- 

nibMDe, OmBal PojinUiBli Tliua. UlddlOoii, OtamI Bfim, unl Owwal ttlit^^^" 




Jehn RutitU SatilA, 4, Old Campton Strcil, SoAo. H 

Autobiography of Joseph Lister, of BradCoid, in 

Yorkshire, to which is added n contemporHry Hccount of the Dereaee of 
BradTord. and C^ture of Leeds by die PsrliameDtariaua in 1G4:!, edited bj 
TuoUAa WuiiBT, 8io. only 'HO copiea printed, clolA, Al 

Love Letters of Mrs. Piozzi, written when she was 

EigLty, to Cbe bancbome Ador, William Angiutoi Conway, aged Tweaty- 
EFTen, Btd. f#»(Mf, Zt 
" wrlHen ■( Oim, four, and flip o'clock (In <|K mnmiiw) (fj an Ootojcmrj |wB. 

Collection of Letters on Scientific Subjects, illustra- 

tiie of the Progren of Science ia Kngknd temp. EUaabetli to Cbarlei II. 
edited by J. O. Halliwill, 8vo. elolA, St 
Comprlilni lelim of DiKtH, »», Tvcho BnSw. Lonr, KiirloU, Lfdyil, ^1r W. 
Uiiilind. rnnn • MR. In LuilKih l>>li«. Nit Ttrpoler'i Oometet Ajiilrleiu. '<•:. 

A Hot among the Bishops; or a Terrible Tempest 

ia the Sta of Csnterbuiy, set forth ia lively einblemi to please the judiuioys 
Reader, by Thdh** Stikkt, IG41, ISmo. (s talirt on Aip. Laud.) fow 
vrry ciirioiu vooitHt em'ilenit, cloih, ii 

A fnalinllo of Ui>' .|.fT mro orl|rii,ii| bUIIob, which wM >t BloaiPJ'. Inli for £1S. 

Ribtiotheca Madrigaliaua. — A Bibliographical Ac- 

cDBtit of the Muaiciil and Poetical Work* publiahed in Englnnd during the 
Siiteeoth and SereDtnnth Centaries, under tlie titlea of MadrigEile, Ballet*, 
Ayres, CBUoneta, &c. &c, by Edward F. RimbaulC, LL.D., F.S.A., 6ia. 
ntea, ht 

It nxonlB » cll» of boohi reft andcvtfbnl b; Anuw. Elarbrrt, nrid DITnllo. and 
fiirnlthet t, mofl laJuAblfi CoIkloffiHi or lh« LyricnJ PoeUy oF tlH Bgi lo wlilcb II reffn. 

Who waa 'Jack Wilson" the Singer of Shake- 

spcore'e Stage ? An atlempl to prove the ideodty of this person with Jolm 
Wilwo, Dr. of MuHcli in the Uiiitersity of Oifotd, a.d. 1644, by E. F. 
RlUBADLT, LL.D. Bio. li 

popular ^atix^, ^tanti, aiil] J^npertftitions. 

The Nursery Rhymes of England, collected chiefly 

from Oral Tradition, tdited hy J. O. Hai.i.[Weu,. The Fourth Edition, 
enlarged, with 38 Dcjigns by W, D. Scott, Dirtclor qf the School qf 
Dtiifin, Wfuitattlt-en'l)/iie, I2mo. in veri) rithif iUumaiatid cloth, gill 

clrrcr pictarai, which Uie tline-jrrar aldt andar- 

^ulnkllSf of M ' ■ -~ ■' '- ..-■.. 

fAataHOa wlilch -n Dv«»v-ir >»< e_v,« 

iulniellii talMtortba (prflliifl puMle, •• art. „^, 

Thairerk l> wsilkrerUM aU»tlM oTUMpopalar antlquirr."— ruU'i Uw. 

Womierfiil Discovery of the Witchcrafts of Margaret 

and PhUip Flower.danghtera of Joan Flower, ti " . . . 

at liaoun for confeasioK tbemsidvee acton 
Roase, bod of the Earl of Rnttand, 1618. Sto. 




VI John RiaiKli Saiifit, i. Old Cvmplon 

Saint Patrick's Purgatory ; an Essay on the 

Lceends of lid], Purgitorj, uiJ ParailiBe, rorrent durinc Uie Middle Ase*. 




Trial of tbe Witches at Bury St. Edmunds, before 

SIl-M. Haik, 1664, with an AppendUtijCBABi.KB'CtjiHK, of Ttotlxin, 

Account of the Trial, Confession, and Condemnation 

of Six WitchM at Maidstone, 16^2 ; aUo the Trial and £i«ciitioa of Tlim 
otbtxt at FaTCnham, 1615, Btd, 1> 

An Essay ou the Archaeology of our Popular 

ITirascB and Nursery Rhjniea, by H. B. Keh, 3 vols. I2mo new Jlolk *» 

{pub. at 12i) ' 

A mark irhlefe latmM -uh g«.l abiH unaDE 1)» wrinfm, bui lti«a who n™. Ita(* 

pliilolDfinl punuJU will RMd II now lliiUtehidiiliarirT modcrUsB prlu, (ndllMCr 

»nU1um (Odd deal of nonliiliii muufr, Tho aulhor'i iivmfil i> to upuin rrvrlM 

(roBi tlM Dulch, fhieb he beLlna wiu Om ame lUEUice u Ob Anclo-S»^ 

The Merry Tales of the Wise Men of Gorfijim, 

edited bj Jam>s Obcbabd Halliwell, Eeq. F.S.A., poat Svd. U 

iltliEiftnattitd. 

Illustrations of Eating, displaying the Omnivorous 

Character of Man, and «ihibiting Ihc Natives of Tiiioiu Couatrira ■( 
reediog-lime, bf a Bkif-Bateb. rcaji. Svo. let/ft vworfniA, Si 

Elements of Naval Architecture, being a Translation 

of the Ihird part of CLAiftdoif' " t~;..-. -bh ^^ J_ i. r> . .-. 

dea Taisoeaoi," by J. N. Stra 
folding plater, cloth, 5> 

Poems, partly of Rural Life (in National English), 

by William Bakneb, Author of " Poema in the Dor»et Dialect," ISnio»" 
ciolh, 5» ^ 

Waifs and Strays (a Collection of Poetry), 12ma 

only 2ti<i printed, chiefbf for pretmU, irurfd. It fid - 

Facts and Speculations on the Hiatory of Playing 

Cardi In Europe, by W. A. ChaTtO, Author of the * Hiilorj of Wood 
Engraving, with IlliiilraUons by J. Jnckioa,' Bto. prqfiutlj/ Uluttnitrd 
loitA engravingt, bath plain and ntimred, elotli, £1. li 
" II li oiwfdinglj tLomUni."— Allot. •• Indwd lie poUn produclion daerrrt om 

Inlennunf CKm la penoninlHi notor plij m canta."— Tolf* Mag. 




